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PREFACE 



" Captain, why don't you write a Iwok? " 

This queatioQ has been often asked me when relating 
some t^ile of iidvonture or bumorous anecdote of my sea 
life. 

" For Ihc reason that 1 know nothing of book writing." 
1 have replied. " A school experience of fleventy years 
ago, cut short at the age of twelve yeam, was not likely 
to leave n boy, however bright, with a high order of 
literary attiunment." 

But, as yeuni rolled on, after giving up the sea as a 
profession, I concluded to jot down from memory my 
quarter-H^entury's wra cxpeiicnee. 

The characters are from life, the sc«»cri nnd incidents 
as ttiey nppeflre<l to me at the time, in a atfir>' of a New 
England boy's career from the age of twelve to thirty- 
seven. 

An orphan at 5ve, on shiplwnrd at twelve, exposed to 
temptation in every port, subjected to the rough usage 
and strict disoipltne of our m<'rchant marine of oixty 
yearn ago, serving apprenticeship jis boy, ordinar)-. and 
able eeaman in the foreeafltle, graduating to third, second, 
and fintt offiwr with quarters in the land of knivw ami 
forks, t. t. the Rbip'a cabin, and the sacred precincts of 
the quarter-deok, ending witli the command and part 
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ownerahip of a fine craft; in nil that time his feet clear 
of A ship's piRnk but twelve months. 

There oertuinly iihould be eoniethiog interesting in 
such BD experience. 

The old-time sailing xhips, with all the incidents con- 
nected with them, the captains who commanded and 
sailed tbom, the old-timo sailors — jolly old sea-dogs — 
who manned them, are all of the past, and with them 
departed the glamour and the ronmace of the sea, never 
to return. 

The march o( progress never halts. Steamers have 
BUpplante<l the old-time nailing sliips in a great degree, 
canvas has given way to machinery and steam, steel and 
iron have l}ecn substituted for wood, sailors are super- 
seded by engineers with their assistants, while the captain 
and officers of to-day must be proficient in the knowledge 
uf sti^am and tnacbiner)-, ere they can hope for a command. 

The young mvn of the present generation know but 
little of the old-time shipping, or the old saiting-ship days, 
and in these pages to a certain extent the writer haa 
endeavored to reproduce them. 

Nearly all the veteran shipmasters, graduates of the 
old school, so many of whom I well knew, have furled 
their sails and dropped anchor, let us hope, in a safe, 
netful harbor, life's troubled voyage ended. 

^ome few j-et remain, and to all such I give hearty 
grC4>tiiig, trusting they wiil derive much pleasure from 
« perusal of these pages, which may be to them a reminder 
of their former lives. 

The writer has long since given up the sea os a pro- 
itmon, but the salt sea breeze is still more grateful than 
thfl Bcent of roses, and on the waters of old ocean his 
happiest days were spent. 

lliauking my many friends for their words of encourage- 
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ment, trusting the work will meet with favor from the 
public, &ad be accorded a hearty welcome in memory of 
the bygone days of the old sailing ships, I remun, 

Heartily youiB, 

Joan D. WHinniiK. 
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OCEAN LIFE IN THE OLD 
SAILING SHIP DAYS 



CHAPTER I 



1832 - I84S 



IN THE FORECASTLE. — THE HALF CLIPPER "ARIEL" 

I WAS born on High Street in Bojiton, Maas., in the 
year 1832, and loat my parents when I was but five yean 
of age. My motlipr ihed at Mobile, Alabama, where 
my father was engaged in buitiness, mid my father died 
io Savannah, Georgia, the year after. Upon their decease, 
my grandparents having taken charge of my sist«r and 
mjiwlf, we were brought up in their family at Marble 
head, Mass., and I attended the public schooU until I 
attained the age of twelve years. 

At this time I was called a very fair Hcholar, well up 
in reading, vriting, and geography, fair in arithmetie, 
and intensely interf«teil in books of travel and adventure, 
while all works treating of the sea, tales of travel in 
foroign lands, shipwrecks and everything pertiuning to 
the ocean, had a very great fascination for me. 

MarblelicaiJ being a seaport town, my time, when not 
iD school or employed around the house doing chorea, 
was spent with my companions about the wharves, 
swimcning or climbing about the vessels at the docks, 

1 



2 OCEAN LIFE 

rowing around the hnrbor in the small boats, or dories, 
that we would borrow from the various captains or 
skippers of the fishing craft, — mostly schooners from 
fifty to ninety tons burthen, engaged in the Grand Banks 
fisherieB, of which at this time there was « flcot of nearly 
a hundred sail, all hailing from and owned in Marblehead. 

What a treat for us boj's when a squaie rigger — aa 
we designated all barks, ships, and brigs — came sailing 
Into the harbor, perhaps from Cadiz, Spain, laden with 
salt for the fishing fleet to take to the Grand Banks of 
Newfoundland for their spring fares, and when she 
hauled into the wharf to discharge her cargo into the 
salt sheds, how we youngsters swarmed on board, explor- 
ing every nook and cranny of her, climbing over her rig- 
ging, daring each other to mount higher and higher, until 
with a feeling of triumph I at last placed my cap upon 
the main royal truck, the highest point, and looking 
down saw the admiring, though envious, gaze of my young 
companions t 

Then, again, to sit around the fo'c'ale after the work 
for the day was over, to see ihe saitunt at their meals, 
and hear them spin their yams, was happiness indeed. 

To go to sea, become a saUor, visit foreign lands, and 
in due time become the captain of a line ship, this was 
the goal to be looked forward to, the great aim of our 
lives. It certainly was of mine, and I judge of all, or 
nearly all, of my playmates. 

My grandparents were not in favor of my adopting a 
sailor's life, wishing ine to learn a trade, but to this I 
was opposed, and rang the changes upon the advantages 
of A seafaring life, until they gave way and consented. 

Shortly after tliis decision, on my return from school 
one day I was usherod into the parlor, where sat a gentle- 
man in conversation with my grandmother, to whom I 
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was introduced. He was Captain James Kini;, of Salem, 
Mass., and I learned for the first time that I wns to join 
the ship he commanded in two weeks, the ship being the 
fine now half clipper named the "Ariel," ju8t launched, 
and lying at Newbuiyport, bound round to New York to 
load flour for Liverpool, Engliiiid, from thence to Cbina, 
she having been built for a Canton trader. 

This was joyful news indeed, and I went out from the 
parlor, after making my ijest bow and answering all his 
questions in u satisfactory niatmer, tiie happiest boy in 
the old town. 

During our conversation, my grandmother touched 
upon my good qualities, and said to Captain King that 
tim did not see how she could part with me, I was so 
useful and willing to do anything about the house, such 
a help to her, etc., etc., to all of wluch I listened in con- 
eiderabte astonishment, for, while my grandmother was 
one of the best of souls and very fond of me, yet I was 
coiMtantly getting into trouble, and received more 
scoldings, no doubt ricbly dc«erved, than pcttings. In 
fact, at this time 1 had fallen into disgrace, and I after- 
ward thought it the prediapootiiig cause of her consent 
bdiig obtained to my going to sea. 

The facts were as follows: At regular intervids during 
U>c year, and especially about the holidays, Thanksgiving 
and Christmas, my grandmother made up and baked 
what she called a " batch " of pics, — mince, apple, and 
squash predominating. I was very fond of pie, and at 
tiieae limes I was in great demand to peel and core 
apples, seed raisins, chop meat and suet for the mince; 
taking a most active part, and a very willing one, in ell 
that was gning on in this line. 

Then came the baking. Our kitchen was large and 
roomy, and the fireplace immense. Tliis was before 
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cooking stoves came into use. On the left side of the 
fireplace was a large brick oven, where all the bakiog 
was (lone, and when this occurred it was in large quantities, 
about thirty or forty pics constituting a " batch." After 
baking, they were stored in what was called the " back 
chamber closet," very large and convenient, having tiers 
of shelves around it, there to remain until wanted. It 
was n goodly and attractive sight to my cyea whenever 
a fresh " batch " was stored away. I longed to get at 
them, but the old lady, probably feeling that I woa 
not to be trusted when pies were around, always kept 
the cloaet locked and the keys stowed safely in her ample 
pocket. My little bedroom adjoined this chamber, and 
in going and returning I was obliged to pass through it. 
Always in the morning I invikriably tried this closet door, 
and always found it lacked, but this morning my grand- 
mother bad forgotten to lock it, although ahe bad takea 
out the key I I could hardly credit it. Opening the 
door I looked in, where lay the rows of pies, temptingly 
displayed in tiers, shelf over shelf. I would not have 
stolen money, or anything else, but the sight was too 
much, and I jnelded to temptation. I did not dare take 
a whole pie. as that would be miased at once. To cut one 
wouUI lie open to the same objection, i, e, discovery. 
I pondered awhile how I should enjoy the fruits of my 
" find " and yet escape detection. A brilliant thought 
struck me. Slipping down-stairs I entered the kitchen. 
My grandma was busily engaged, and I could see was 
likely to be, for half or three quarters of an hour, at least, 
Hastily smuggling a case-knife into my pocket, I passed 
out of and around the house and entered by tiie aide door. 
Creeping softly up the back stairs, in a moment I was 
again in the doeet. Standing on a chair, and taking a 
pie from the top shelf, knowing these would be the last 
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used, I inserted the thin knife between the upper aod 
bwer cniats, and working carefully round was able to 
lift the top crust sufficiently to enable mo to get at and 
eat all the mince from the inside. CareluUy replacing 
the top crust, and patting the edges down, the pie to a 
casual observer showed no difference, in the looks, from 
any other pie. Pleased with my first experiment, I pro- 
ceeded to try another, and did not Jiiiiih my feast until 
I bod eaten the insides out of six or seven pies. 

Each day I visited the closet and regaled myself on 
mince or apple pie, taking no note of the number; in 
short, I was just hving on pie. No wonder my dear old 
grandmother thought my appetite was failing and grew 
anxious about me, but the end was near! 

One day, on my return from school, I found we had 
company to tea, two or three ladies. This was good news, 
for company days were red letter days to me, m wo 
always tiad something extra in the way of cake, pre- 
aervee, and pies; in short, a great addition to ovcry-day 
faro. 

The tea was ready, the table nicely laid, and the guests 
seated around it, my grandmother »t the head to serve 
tJie tea, grandpa at her left, and myself at her right. I 
can sec her now, smiling, and beaming upon her guests, 
OS she glanced around the well-appointed board. 

Ann, our old servant, had been commissioned to bring 
down two or three pies, which v>-ere on the hearth in front 
of the fire, wanning. At the right moment one of the pies 
waa place<l in front of the old lady. As she took the 
knife and fork in her hands to cut it, she mode a few 
remarks on how she made her pies, how careful she was 
to select the ingredients, etc.. ending with ll>e query 
whether Mrs. Jones would prefer apple or mince? 

Well, really, Mrs. Appleton," replied the lady. 
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"they look M dim, I believe I'U take a email piece of 
taeb." 

" Why, ocrtainly," replied my grandmother, laying her 
knife upon the pie, which crashed through it like itti cgg- 
sheU! 

I nhnll never forget the feeling of terror thnt ecizcd mc, 
or tJie look of astoaishtnent on my ip^ndmother's fac«, 
aa alic turned reproachfully to Ann, and said: 

" Why, Ann! You've forgotten to put any mince in 
tliin pie," adding, rather slemly, " You may pass me up 
another pie." 

Ann's face was a study. She was a splendid cook, and 
to be called down before company for not putting minoe 
or apple in pies, and baking them without, was past her 
comprehension. She could not understand it. Another 
pio wuB placed upon the tabic, and again the old lady 
started to t-ut it, meanwhile apologizing for keeping her 
guest waiting. iiJame resultl Laying down her knifo 
and fork, she looked ut my grandpa, and then at me. 

'Although not a word had been said, I could contain 
myself no longer and blurted out, " I didn't do it." 

This of coume was a <iead give-away. 

My grandfather arose, and taking me by the ghoulder 
marclied me to the door, telling me to go to bed, and he 
would attend to me by and by, which he did, and I 
lost all appetite for pie for the time intervening between 
this event and my lea^nng home. 

The illustration faring page 13 shows the home of 
my grandfather Thomas .^ppleton, once that of the 
Rcvohiliotirtry Genortd John Glover. 

Now came the bustle of preparation. The carpenter, 
old Mr. .lerry Smith, was given the commission to nmke 
my little blue sea-chest. As no memlwr of the family 
had ever been to sea, the old folks were eomewhat at a 
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aa to what I would require, but this w&s ^t over 
by pressing into the service old Captuiii Edmund Bray, 
a retired abipmaster, who readily entered into the family 
councils, uiid, acting ou his suggestions, my outfit was 

>n fiompleted and packwl away in my cheat. 

On Monday morning, I watt to leave home, and taking 
my books from school Friday night for the last time, I 
bfldo the master good-by, spending Saturday with tha 
boys in ail their gamea, it being a holiday. 

Sunday I attended church all day. and the following 
morning said the last gpod-by, and startnl for the atation 
with my grandfather. Arriving a little before train 
time, he i>pent the interval in giving me good advice, 
which I am afraid was not listened to as earnestly aa it 
should have been, when handing rnc rny tickets for New- 
buryport, with aix new half-dollars, which were veiy 
highly appreciated, money having always been a very 
scarce article during my school diiy^. I atcpped on board 
the train and in a few momenta waa speeding sway 
towud my future home, at leaat it wotdd be my home 
for a year or more. 

Arriving at Newbur>'port, I hired n conveyance and 
waa driven to the wharf with ray cheat, there obtaining 
the Gnt view of the #hip in which I was to make my 
start in life, and, as I took in her trim appearance, and 
looked aloft at her long, tapering span, Tvalixtng that 
I W08 really a member of her crew, a feeling of pride came 
over me, and all regrets, if I had Any, were swept away, 
and I felt I had made no miatake In adopting a sailor's life. 

The fir»l and second olTicers were on board, with the 
carpenter, who came out to assist me in getting my chest 
on board and stowbd away in the fo'c'sle, where for the 
time I waa tlte only occupant, the c&ipenter having hie 
room aft. 
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HftvinK ((ol my inAllrewa into one of the upper bertha, 
I got ogt my |jli»iik('l» Kiid shoets, with "comforter" 
or •[iniail, nnd )iriinwcl<tl lo males my bed u(t«r a home 
|>itl<«rn. Al thU UineBbeoU and pillow-cases were unheard 
III «rlHoM III It iiliip'N fu'cVIe, but of this fnct I was not 
Kwnm, iiii iiiiMin my l»cd m iiour aa I rememl>ered it in 
my littla rhuJtitxir ut home. This being done, I went 
on iImIc. iiiiiIfiiiK the at>()i]aintuiieo of the first and se<^ond 
ufliMm, hy wlniEn 1 wns »et to work ut odd jobs about 
ilfloki «W0o|)lii| up, and iinything I waa told to do. 

Aa the eraw hml not <>ome down from Boston, there 
WM no (inokllig on boart:!, but the ufGrors ami myself got 
our itiaali at a plaoo wUJotl " Brown's Taverti," but a 
ahort dlstimtts fmm the wharf. 

A wtMik piUHwd, nnd 1 hud become quite accustomed to 
Iteliig oil Hlitplionnl. After having received instructions 
(ruin Ihn iH>iu)iid nmte Iwfnro Roing aloft, I hud won 
niiMilditralilii i-nxlit by Minding down the main royal yard, 
aiirl did the work in u munoer that brought a compliment 
from him, i. e. " an old hand ooidd not have done it 
lM)t(«r." 

Tliis pleaited nie very much, and I Iwgan to considCT 
myiwilf tpiKe n Kuitor. 

Hut, " priile gootli l*eforo a fall." 

It wiui the nloHe ut a drear December day. Snow, 
rain, and aleet hiul l>oeD fulling, nnd about four in the 
afternoon I hod gone below in the fo'c'sle to get ready 
lo go up to the tavern for supper, when I heard a great 
commotion on the deck overhead. The companion doors 
were thrown open, nnd down rained chests, bags, and 
hnnimocks, wet and dirty, followed by the crow who had 
)ust arrived on the train from Boston. 

There were about twenty men, of all nationalities, 
and us soon aa they Inndcd in the /o'c'sle they began 
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^1 {Htchiog th« bags and hammocks into fbe bertha, all 
H talking nnd swearing, for they were not in good humor, 
~ being about as wet as their luggage. 

1 hiLd drawn up, and was standing on my little eh«et 

alongside my berth, when, without any ceremony or 

asking " by your Icav«," an old grizzled Bhelll>ack tossed 

^ into my clean berth a wet, dirty bag and hammock. 

^P Although I had stood, half in awe, watching the scene, 

" not venturing a word, this act of old Tom's was too much, 

I and laying my hand upon his arm I remonstrated: 
" Don't do tbatl You'll soil my sheetel " 
Tom gave me a puzzled look for a moment, and ex- 
cluimed. " Who in thunder are youf " 
I hastened to assure him that I was a sailor, one of 
the crew, and that was my berth, and my bed was made 
up. With a queer look he mDunt«d my sea-cheet and 
f^anced into my berth. Never shall I forget his look of 
wonder, and the ineffable scorn convcye<I in his tone 
as he turned around to his chum, and exclaimed with 
withering sareaam, " Well I'm blessed. Joe " (only he did 

»aot say " bleaned "), "if the l^eggar ain't got sheets! " 
I made no reply, but I felt that in his cyee, nt Icnat, 
I was no sailor, and when they had gone (o supper, 
shortly after, off came the shc«t« and pillow-casc:!, which 
»were stored at the bottom of my chest, ne^-ermore to do 
duty as bedding on that shtp. 
Two dB)'8 after, the weather having cleared, the crew 
came on bonni, abo the pilot and captain, and with a 
fine westerly breete sail was made at the wharf, the fasts 
oast off, and the ship headed for the bur. As soon as 
etomed. the pilot was discharged, and all sail made, 
Ltopma.<tt slun'sail booms got up and run out, stun'saila 
[got out and sent up, anchors secured, and everything 
Qovable about decks made fast. 
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All was bustle and excitement attendant upon leaving 
port, and particularly in this case, as the '• Ariel " was a 
new nhip, on her mnidcn voyage, and many a glance waa 
cast over the ship's side t-o note her speed. Meanwhile 
the log was hove, and showing l)elt«r than ten knot, 
a general feeling of satisfaction was felt fore and aft. 
Tlje soft WHS comparatively amooth, and everything new 
to me. I waa in my element, long looked forward to, and 
entered into everything with « will. \Vh«re I did not 
fully understand all orders I wont with tho crowd, and 
took note of what was going on, managing to get along 
very well. 

At four o'clock the crew wore called aft and the watches 
choxen, after which tho port, or mate's, watch went 
below to Slipper, while the starhonnl, or second mate's, 
cleared up decks. They put everything in order for the 
night, while tho boys swept up. 

At four ixflls, — six o'clock, — the male'!? watch again 
came on deck to relieve the starboard, who went below 
lor supper, rcmaimtig until eight o'clock, — eight bells, — 
when they again came up, re]ie\'ing the port watch, 
who wont bolow until midnight. 

I will here state that from four to eight o'clock p. m. 
is divided into two watches of two hours each, and this 
changes the watches each night; so that tho port watch 
has eight hours below one night, i. e. from eight to 
twdve r, is. and from four to eight a. m., while the star- 
board has eight hours on deck, having only four hours 
below to sleep, i, e. from twelve midnight until four 
o'clock A. M. The " dog " watches, as they arc called, 
serve to change the long watches, so that the two get 
their eight hours below every other night, and it is a 
rule that the second mate's watch alwa>'8 baa the eight 
hours on deck the first night at aea. 
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I hod been chosen in the 8eoond mate's watch, Mr. 
Ilenry Pabens's, aud went to supper at six, with the 
rest. It consisted of hash, salt meat, hard ship's bUcuit, 
and tea swoet«iicd with molasses. After supper the men 
filled their pipes, smoked and " yarned " until eight beEls, 
when they again went ou deck, myself with them, to 
Ptand my first watch at sea. 

The wheel wns relieved, the lookout man mounted the 
steps to the to^Rallant fo'c'sle, while the remainder of 
the watch either paced the dock from the brouk of the 
fo'c'sle to the stern of the long Imat, or picke<l out a snug 
berth, sheltered from the wind, to spin u long " yarn " 
to while away the four hours that must intervene before 
they could turn into » warm berth. 

Old Tom, who since the sheet and piilow-case business 
, bad hardly taken any notice of me, 8turt4Kl to do a turn 
f walking, pacing regularly from the fo'c'sle to amitUhipa 
return. 



CHAPTER n 
1845 

BDTB* DUTIES IN THS FORECASTLE. — AT NSW TOBX 
LOADING rOH UVEUPOOL 

Anxious to iii^atiale myself in Tom's good gnotm, 
and thinking Uiis a favornble opportunity, I hauled 
aloHRBide, keeptog pace, and strove to engage him in 
convcnulton, l)ut was not very successful. He was very 
quiet, oocaaionally replying to my questions in gruff 
toDtt, until I becaino soiiiewlmt discouraged, end lapsed 
Into ^ence. 

Presently four bells (ten o'clock) were struck aft, and 
npentetl on the bell hung ut the brcuk of the to'gallunt 
fo'c'ele. The wheel was relieved and lookouts changed 
at this hour. It was old Tom's lookout, but he thought, 
probably, that it would be much more comfortable on 
the main deck if he could shirk it, and send me up to 
take his place. Tho officer of the deck, seeing some one 
up there, would not know the difference unless he came 
forward on the fo'c'sle, and as it looked fine, this waa 
not likely. 

" Boy, have you had a lookout yet? " he asked, sud- 
denly turning to me. 

" No," said I. 

" Well, you get up on that fo'c'sle dock, and keep a 
good lookout. Do you hear? " 

U 
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" All right," I answered, gtad to be assigned a position, 
although I hardly knew what was required of me. 

I mounted the stepa to the deck, and the fonner 
lookout descended, after asking who eeiit me. " Tum,** 
I replied. 

" Oh, he did! " said he, and made no other remark. 

I found it much more exposed than the main deck. 
The night was dark. The tupmiist stun'sail haviug been 
taken in, the yards were braced forward, while the wind 
began to freshen and the sea to riae. To'gallant sails 
were banded, and while the ship hoelod over to the 
increasing wind, the salt t«pray began to fly acratt the 
fo'c'ale d«ck, drenching me. and as I bad no oilskins on 
I W63 soon wet through. To add to all this, I began to 
have a squeamish feeling at my stomach, which rapidly 
tnereaaed until I loat all interest in any lookout, and 
stood clinging to the fo'c'sle capstan, looking aft, towards 
the cabin, cold, wet and miserable, feeling that, after 
all, 1 may have made a mistake in deciding lo become 
a sailor. As I thought of our cozy parlor at home, 
with ita gloning grate of anthracite, in front of which 
I bad spent so many happy evenings reading my favorite 
books, or sailing ima^nary voyages, and contra.<it«d that 
picture with my prooent situation, I made up my mind 
that when the ship arrived at New York, if ever she did, 
like the prodigal son I would return home, if I had to 
walk. 

Suddenly I was startled by a boarw cry of " All 
handa on deck! Roef topflaiLi! " In a few momenta the 
watch Ixilow came tumbling up. the topsail yards were 
towered on the caps, reef tarkles hauled nut, spilling- 
linea and buntlinea bowsed taut, the men laid aloft to 
take in a double reef. Theae were the days of the big 
topsails, the double yards not having been invented. 
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AU this vfOA now to mc, and us I lay over the capet«ii- 
head I liBtened to the noise made by the flapping of the 
big topuuils, miuglcd with the houriw cries of the crew 
an they hauled out the gear, while from out of the dark- 
noM8 ovcrh(>ad, nftor they had hiid aloft, the stentorian 
voido of the second mate roared out to " Light over to 
wuid'ard," followed by " Haul out to leeward," t«rni3 
which at that timo were so much (ireek to me. 

After lying down fruiii aloft, the lupsailH were agun 
hoisted, and the watirh sent below. It had now gpt to 
be wveii bella (huU-paat eleven), and while anxiously 
counting the momanta to eight bells, when our watch 
would go below, I wu thoroughly aroused by a \-ell from 
the Bttcoiid officer. 

" Who in biases Is on that lookout? Don't you see 
that ship? " 

This was folloft-eti by Bome very emphatic language, 
and niahiiije; forward, he jumiicd upon the toV'sle deck, 
and sprung towards me, exclaiming, " Who's this on the 
lookout? " 

" Mo! " I answered, in faint tones. 

" Weill where you looking out to, the binnacle? " 

He peered into my face, and with an oath demanded 
what I was doing up there, and who sent me. 

" Tom," 1 answered. 

"Oh! he did!" said he, as the truth dawned upon 
lum, and leaving me, he descended to the main deck, 
and in a moment more old Tom came flying up on the 
fo'c'sle, assisted by tlie seeond mate in a most vigorous 
manner, where he was kept on the lookout for two hours 
in the first officer's watch Ijefore being allowed to go 
below. Thin was the last straw. Old Tom never forgave 
me. 

At eight bells I went below and turned tn as I was, 
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wet clotliiM Bad all, covenid up n-eli, and was soon warni 
and steaming. 

It <lid nut seem as though I hod more than got to sleep, 
when 1 wa« roused by three knocks on the scuttle, and 
the call of "Starboard watch ahoy." "Turn out!" 
"Turnout!" 

In a moment all waa bustle, with the watch turning 
out to go on deck, but I maile no response' Sick and 
misenible, I lay still, trusting I should be overlooked, 
but there came n call of " Come, boy, you going to sleep 
all tbe way to New York? Turn out I " 

I was about to comply, when I heard another voice, — 
" Oh, let the cub lay, he's no use on deck in this weather. 
He'8 aick." 

f said nothing, but lay still, and invoking blessings on 
the head of the last speaker, I slept on, but at seven bells, 
when the watch were called to breakfast, I wa.1 ordered 
out, without ceremony, and told to go to the galley and 
hand down the coffee and grub. 

In those days it was the custom for the boys to tlo all 
the drudgery in the ship's fo'c'sle; to keep the bread 
barge fllled by taking it aft to the steward when empty; 
to return with it to the fo'c'sle after he had filled it; 
bring all tlic coffee and tea aa well as food from the galley 
at meal times for all the watch, sweep up the fo'c'sle 
after meal:*, and in hot weather wa»h it out every morning 
after breakfast, although in this he was generally aasisted 
by Homo member of the watch; in short, he was subject 
to the call of any one while off hl« wntrh on deck. 

This may seem pretty rough on the boy, hut on tho 
other hand, where a boy did his work willingly, without 
grumbling, the men were alwa^'s ready to treat him well, 
teach him the inystenea of knotting and splicing, and 
over}thing pertaining to the work on shipboard, doln^; 
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ftll in their power to instruct aod Doake ft sailor of 
him. 

Pulling myself together, I mounted the fo'c'ulo ladder, 
which was almost perpendicular, and stepped from the 
hatch, or scuttle, out upon the deck. Since I had gon« 
below at midnight the gale had increased, and the " Ariel " 
waa now hove to, under a ulose-reefeil main topsail and 
fore topmast staysail, laying over at an angle of many 
degrees, spray flying over her tn sheets, decks wet atid 
slippery, the wind wliiiiitling through her rigging with 
a wail like lo8t spirits, great waves chasing each other, 
and looking as if they would overwhelm her, while over- 
hea<i, patches of leadnwlored clouds were scudding across 
the sky. 

The sight was a grand one, and I stood holding on to 
the fife rail of the foremast, lost in amazement, until 
admonished by a voice from below that if I did not hurry 
find get that grub down I would hear of it when I ciinie 
Itelow. To navigate between the oompanionway and 
the galley was a problem, but by making short tacks 
and holding on, with the help of one of the deck watch, 
I managed to get the pots of cofTee and the " kid " (a 
small tub} of salt beef passed down safely, and wua 
about to descend, when I was ordered to go and see if 
the cook had not got something besides " salt hoss " 
for breakfast. 

Itcturning to the cook, he banded me out a long, broad, 
deep pan, filled to the brim with a compound called 
8C0U80, consisting of ship bread broken up and soaked 
until soft. This, with ^alt pork fat and molasses baked 
in the pun, wus taken off the stovo boiling and seething 
with hot grease. 

Taking hold at each end, I essayed U) reach the com- 
panionway, which I finally succeeded in doing, and 
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bending over, and holding out the pan, I called out, 
" Here, somebody, take it, will you? " 

Old Tom at that moment was directly underneath, 
bending over the " kid," engaged in cutting oS, with a 
sheaUi-knife, a generous slice of l>eef. Without looking 
up, Ito growled, in answer to my call to take it, " Oh, 
don't be in a hurry, you cub, wait till somebody's ready 
to take it." 

At this instant the ship gave a heavy lun-h, my foot 
slipped, the hot mess ran over and burnt my hand, and I 
let gol Ttic pun turned over, and with a crash landed on 
poor Tom 'a head, the scalding compound flying to every 
comer of the fo'c'do. 1 was horrified. With a yell like 
a ('omanche, old Tom leajied from under, but the mischief 
was done. From all part^ of the fo'c'ale came a volley 
of oatha and imprecations that scaretl me. The urgent 
invitations to come down I r(v<}ii><-tfnlly but firmly 
declined, at least until they should Ixtcomc more calm, 
and started to argue tt out from the companionwsy. 
In the meantime the deck wat«h, having been drawn 
together by the uproar Iwlow, were convubed with 
laugbter, evidently regarding it aa a great joke. 

It l>eing now near eight bcllH, I dcsoended the 8tef», 
but bad no sooner landed on tlio dock than I received u 
tap on the aide of the head, which would ha^'e knocked me 
acroaa the fo'c'alc, had I not boon held up by a tap from 
old Tom on the other side. This was gottiug too exciting 
to last, however, and eight liclU striking, the wat«h went 
on deck, grumbling at having been deprived of (har 
breakfast. I went with them, a di.'*eourage<l boy, and 
although I was still sick, I waa mad, for I felt that I had 
been " licked " for no fault of mine. My determination 
to rctuni home the first chanc« waa strengthened, and 
OS the men gallicrod under the Ice of (Ite weallicr bulwarks, 
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I hiiiix to lenraid of the long-boat, keeping out of the way 
M mucti OS possible. 

Dy four bolls (ten o'clock) the gale beguuiog to mod- 
trste, an order was passed to loose the fore topsail nnd 
Mt it close-reefed. Two sailors sprang into the fore 
f^S^ng to lay iiloft and execute the order, while the 
remainder busied themselveB in throwing down the gear 
and making ready to sheet home when loosed. 

Although I had heard the order given by the second 
mate, I made no response, and as the officer went forward 
I worked my way aft to leeward until I came to the 
after, or booby, hatch, the slide or scuttle of which was 
open, and as I looked down it seemed warm and pleasant 
below in the between-dccks. Glancing hnstily around, 
and noting I was not pereeived, all of the watch with 
Mr. Fabens being busy forward, I slipped over, and 
down the steps to the bet ween -dcpka. working my way 
forward in the semi-dnrkiieMN, until I came to the bulk- 
head of the fo'c'sle, on the other side of which w«re the 
crew's cjuarters. Through this bulkhead were bored 
ikugcT-holes in diamond shape, tor purposes of ventilation, 
thus any conversation varried on either side of the bulk- 
head could be plainly beard on the other. 

Previous to leu\'ing port, nil the spai-e rigging, roils 
of rope, sails, hawsers, and one or two bales of oakum 
had been piled up against this bulkhead, and secured. 
Crawling in over this mass, 1 stowed myself away in the 
coil of a big huWNcr that was laid down over ttome sails, 
and taking a bunch of oakum for a pillow, went soundly 
to sleep. 

The between-dpi-kM were dark, all the hatches being on 
except the after one. The slide of that being thrown 
back, admitted light enough for any one to see after 
they grew accustomed to it, but coming Huddcnly from 
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the upper deck, it was difficult to distiofuish objecta for 
» time. 

When I awoke it ma wry dark, save tbat the rays 
from tbe fo'c'sle lamp streamed through the holes in the 
buHthond, and served to render the darkness a little less 
^Hdeniw. Aa 1 lay, half awake, the sound of voices in 
^P conversation roached my cars. For a few momeut.t 1 
could not remember where I was, but gradually it all 
came to me, and listening intently, I gathered the con- 
venation concerned myself, not as a creature of flesh and 
blood, but a boy who had live<l and had pas-ted away, 
been drowned, lost overboard. I heard a voice that I 
recognized aa Joe's, saying: 

" When did you last see him? " 

" Oh, just as I was going aloft. He was dovm to lee- 
ward, hanging over tlie swinging boom. He must h»ve 
over with that heavy lurch, when we were all busy 
Itb the fore topsail, and no one saw htm go." 

" Queer he didn't holler," said Bill. " I'm almighty 
sorry, for he was a likely lad and smart, woidd have 

Imade a good sailor. Did you see him sending down 
that r'y'l yard, at the dock? " 
" Ves," was the reply, " and the next day was cold 
enough to freeze one, and that bloody second mate bad 
that kid aloft sluihing down, and I said he ought to l>e 

I ashamed to send tltat boy aloft to slush down in euch 
weather." 
" Well," I heanl old Tom chime in, " I'm awful sorry 
I hit him, but the cub scalt every spear of hair out of my 
^ head." 

B " Ah, well," sighed Joe, " he's gone, and perhaps it's 
^ all right. He'd been like a young bear, all hid troubles 
to come." 
With this the subject eeemed to be diamissed, and from 
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the sounds I judged the starboard watch bad gone to 
sleep, so curling myself up in my hawser, I soon followed 
their ex it tuple. 

When I agflin awoke I could hear the deck watch 
washing down. The ship seemed to be very quiet, lying 
over at a gentle angle. As I l>ecami* fully awake I sud- 
denly realized that I never felt better in my life, and ohl 
BO hungry! The despised food of the fo'e'sle, how I 
would have welcomed it! I would have gone on deck 
had I not Iwou nfruid of n most unniercifiil trouncing if 
I showed myself, but nomethtng must be done, for I 
seemed to be litorully starving. All at once I remem- 
bered there were some four or five hundred barrels of 
apples in the lower hold, that were being shipped around 
to New York aa freight. Why could I not gel some of 
those apples? To think was to act. Chmbing down into 
the hold, th« hatches being off between-decks, and knock- 
ing the head out of a barrel, I filled my pockets and shirt 
all around, climbed out of the hold and into my hawser, 
and ate apples. Oh, how good they tastedl 

After I had eaten my fill, it being yet early, I agun 
went to sleep, The ^itorm had been succeeded by fine 
weather, and the ship, under all canvas, was sailing 
stciulily towanlt her destination. 

The starboard watch were on deck, Mr. Fabena, desiring 
to strap a block, called old Tom, and gave him a measure, 
telling him to go below and cut off a piece of rope, as 
per same, which he would find lying against the fo'c'sle 
bulkhead. I had awakened, and was thinking what I 
should do, when I was startled by footsteps slowly 
advancing towards my retreat. I listened with bated 
breath. When the footsteps had about reached me they 
Btiippecl, and I heard a kind of sawing noise. Curiosity 
impelled me to peep out, and see who it was. Lifting my 
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length out of the hawser, I bent over, juat aa old Tom 
finished cutting off his piece of rope, nnd as he arose our 
eyes met. I, being on the sails and hawser, came some- 
what above him, and lut I, being a Httlc cold, hud wrapped 
around me a piece of canvas, I expect my appearance 
was a bit startling. 

With whitened face and bulging eyea he gaied at me 
R momont, torror in every feature, then dropping rupo 
and knife, and emitting a series of blood-curdling yells 
that rang thruugii the ship, he diishcd for thv i>'^oby hatch, 
and dbappeared on deck. Every one was aroused, and 
I could hear the «ccond mate iwlc, " ^Vliat's broke Inoew 
with you? Where's that block strap? " but for answer 
all okl Tom could ejaculate w!Ui, " My God, I've seen hinil 
I've seen him! " 

" Seen who? " yelled Mr. Fabons, shaking him. 

"Oh! his ghost! his ghost!" 

" Whose ghost? What's the matter with you any 
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" Oh! that Ijoy's ghost, Mr. Fabens," Tom repli«<l. 

It was plain old Tom was nearly frightened out of his 
wils. 

" Mr. Fabens," said Captain King, " get a lantern, 
take that man below, and sec what scared him so." 

Lighting a lantern, Mr. Fabens descended the ladder, 
with half the crew at his back. Tom bringing up the rear. 
As they came forward the second mate called out, 
" Where's your ghoet? I don't ace any ghost. Where 
did you sec him? " 

" Over that hawser," said Tom, pointing in my direo- 
tioD. 

Up to now I had lain still, but feeling that I was dis- 
covered, I rose up to step out of the coil. My appearance 
greeted with, " There he isl There be isl " from 
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Tom, who with a y«U iigain broke (or Lba hatcb ladder, 
Mlowwl l>y hii]f Uttt nten. 

Mr. KmIniim I'ttiiw up, put his lantern m my face, and 
with III iiRiilikiitftlioii, rwichod ox-er, nod taking mc by 
lllH iNiUnr, Uft«>l mo out and marched me up on deck, 
wtMiiti I WM nl tuiM iurrotmd^d by officers and crew, 
Mt<i Ultnr laiing at DM M if doubtful whether I might 
fitii Iw a ii)Htak. 

OM 'l\i(ii, atHldenty aWAkaned to the fact that he bad 
IwHd (iHilwl, ntul KmI nutda a donkey of himsdr, sturted 
Miwinla Htv. aa i( about to ailmiiuater a cuS, when Mr. 
I'fttHHta, Ntttiviitu U'uit tvKvk, ex^buEcwd, " You dare lay 
a Itaitd (Ml itiitl bity aihI rtl kno^k yoiiT head oS! " 

()a)<laiit King, alepping forwaid, now addr«sBed m» 
IW fiilUiwfli " Well, boy. whet« have you been, during 
Uia fiait fiirly-elgtit bouraF " 

" liotwMin devka, air." I ahM^publy answefed. 

" WhnI hava you been doiitg between decks all this 
timaT " 

" HloojiiuR, air," I aiuvrerod. 

" Whiitt alwping two da)'« and QLgbts? A mi^ty 
lino tMtoby you'd iiinko." 

(A tiooby is a bin) that as mxhi m he aUghts un a 
VMM)I dropM aound imtoep. iutilaull^'.) 

" Not all the time, air," 1 n.''itti(<d. 

" lliui anything to eat? What did >'0U live on? " 

" ApplH," I ventured, 

" Apploa, wboro did yt>u get appleeF " 

" Out of the hold, air. I got ibc head out of n barrel." 

" Ob, you did) I>o you kivow you'\-e been broaching 
onrgo? " — and then, evidently thinking the farce had 
gooe far enough, as all banda were on the broad grin, 
the Captain aald, itemly: — 

" Now go for'ord, boy) and if you cut up any more 
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capera like that you'll get a rope'u-ending you'll nsmcmber 
all your life," and turning to Mr. Fabeos, be said, " Keep 
that boy up in bis day watch below for a week, and give 
him plenty of work." 

This ended bis lecture, and I was glad it was over, 
and that I bad escaped bo easily. Ooing fon\'&rd with 
the men, I was set to work, and, what pleased me, I could 
see they bore me no ill feeling, not even Tom, although 
in his cam he mi^t have l)een exctured even bad he done 
80 a littJe. They all seemed to show a kinder tone towards 
me; there appearing to )>e a kind of satisfaction that 1 
was not drowned after all. 

Being now nil over my «easipknes», and feeling strong 
and hearty, I entered upon my work with a vim, and 
soon won the good opinion of nil by my witlingncas., 

Nothing occurred of note until we neared the port of 
New York. On the morningof the eighth day after leav- 
ing Newbur>-port , we took a pilot on board, itnd sailing 
in past Sandy Uook, through the Narrows past Staten 
Island, wo camo to anchor oft the Battery. Shortly 
after, a tUK came alonf^e, taking us to the dock, where 
iheKliip WHsinndowwurcly fwit, after which the crew went 
on shore to the sailors' boarding-houses, their time being 
lip. thoy only having i^igncd articles for the run from 
Newburyport to Now York. 

From one home port to another to load, it was ou*< 
tomary to ship a crew by the nm. to pay thera a lump 
sum, an<] not monthly wagfw, while all the work expected 
of them was to look after the safety of the ship, handle 
sails, steer, keep lookouts, and keep ahip clean under the 
direction of Ihe officers, an<i as lliey rec«ive<i Ihoir pay 
in advance, as soun as the ship reached her port and 
was made fast to Ibe dock, they left. 

This was the last I ever saw of old Tom and many 
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oth«r8, although tieveral reehipped with us when we were 
ready for sea; but of thia latflr. 

All now remaining on board were the two offirera, — 
Captain King living at hia hotel on ahore, — the carpenter, 
ah)p>keeper and myself, but in a few days our number 
was augmented by one, the new boy, from Boston, who 
bad been brought on by hia mother to join the ship. 

" Abel " was rather older than myself, but not so 
stout, although a good, sturdy boy. He wa« received and 
welcomed by the carpenter and myself, who, having 
made u voyage, considcreil ourselves old sailore, and 
assumed a superior tone towards him, a green hand, who 
had not piuwed through the dangers and perils of the 
sea as we had, and wbat " yarns " we spun that boy, 
aeated in the foVsle on our chests! HIk li.iir i, nM almost 
rise, and at times he seriously thought ot ntiimiiig to 
Boston. I now had no thought of going back. There 
was very little for us to do while in port, the days were 
so short. We went up near the head of the wharf and 
got our mealit, seldom going any distance from the ship. 
HcADwhile the cargo, consisting of flour in barrels, was 
rapidly being taken on board. 



CHAPTER III 
1846 - 1846 



THE PASSAGE TO UVCBPOOL. — JACK AFLOAT AND ASRORB 

In du« counie the " Ariel " completed her lading. A new 
crew was shipped, this time for the long voyage, fifteen 
months being the limit of time as written in the articles, 
and the last of December, 1845, the year of the great 
famine in Ireland, we Hailed for I-ivcrpool, England. 

The voyage across the Atlantic was wild and stormy, 
Oale succeeded gale, with furious sqiialla of snow and 
hail, but being montly from the wc«t«ni quarter, gave xnt 
a fair wind, before which the good ship scudded under 
elo»c-reefcd topsails and reefed foresail right royally, and 
although a very heav-y sea was experienced, no damage 
wa8 sustained; the "Ariel " proving hcneU a splendid 
boat. 

During the passage I never mis»cd my watch on dock 
in ail weathers. Abel, however, was not so fortunate, 
being confmed to his berth the entire passage, and not 
until we were in St. George's Channel did he make hu 
appearance on deck. The officers, being occupied in 
looking after the safety of the sliip, gave very little 
attention to him, thinking no doubt, sick as ho was, he 
was better below than on deck, in such weather as we 
wore having. 

Arriving in (he chops of the Channd, we pawed a 

at 
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number of vessels, many of them showing the effects of 
the burd n-iiit«r passage across. 

One, the "Concordia" of the hue of New York Packet 
ships, thut suilcil beforv we did, had lost some of her spars, 
the cargo (grain) had shifted, and she was listed to port 
very badly. 

The following morning the ship was close in under 
Holyhead, Wales. It opened bright and sunny, though 
cool. The flca was smooth. The great headland, standing 
out in Ixild relief, with its quaint old windmills, and 
dotted with numerous dwellinjp, formed a beautiful 
picture, while the many cruft.s of alt descriptions spread 
out in every direction, completed a panorama of wondrous 
beauty, especially so to us boys, who looked upon it for 
the first time. 

Abel made his appearance on deck looking pale, but 
under the invigorating air and surroundings rapidly 
pulled himself together, and at once entered upon his 
duties. That morning ended his seasickness for good. 

Otic amusing thing in connection witli -Abel's sickness 
occurred during the passage over. As a general thing 
seusicknees mect<t with very little sympathy in a ship's 
fo'c'ste. The members of the crow do not look with 
pitying eye on the victim of trial de mtr. Indeed they 
rather regard him as one inclined to shirk his work, but 
in -Xhel's case they were very eiwy with him, and did 
not cucoura^ him to get up and go on <leck. lliis seemed 
strange, as in those days Jack was not inclined to be 
lenient with a gieen hoy, or show him any favors, but 
there was a reason for all this apparent kindness. Abel 
was Tmely fitted out with plenty of warm clothing, monkey 
jacket, oilskin suits, several pairs uf sea boot«, sou'westere, 
warm neck comforters, etc., etc. 

Among the crew were several old packet sailors, « 
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^M class who, while good enough seamen, are not over- 
^1 burdened with warm, comfortable clothing, the attractions 

of New York and Liverpoui taking ail their wages, and 
^H warm clothing being a secondary consideration with them 
^H until they get to sea and find themselves on a topsail yard, 
^M face to face with a wild howling nor'wester, freezing them 
^^ to the marrow, n4th squalls of snow or hail beating upon 

them, and then they would bemoan the fact that they 

bad not taken their hard-earned money, and bought 
^_ what would have beneiited them in times like those, 
^P instead of throwing all nway in dissipatioa; but their 
^^ regrets generally came too late and they rarely gained 

wisdoro by experience. 

To these sailors Abel's outfit was a God-ecnd, and they 

not scruple to help themselves, or to borrow anything 

had tliat they could use and wear; arguing that w 

id not wear them, and they were doing his work, 

the least he could do was to let them wear his clothes. 
^_ Hb mother ne\'cr would have rocogniicd a large part 
^B of his outfit by the time the ship arrived in IJver- 
^B pool. 

^M Taking a pilol on board and entering the Irish Sea, 
^M we reached the lightship that night, aitd in beating up 
^^ to il with a strong wind we were kept at quarters, making 
^^ short taeks. 

^B The boys, ordinary seamen and caipenter were stationed 
^^ at the braces of the after yards (the yards on lite miszen- 
I most) to brace round at the command of " Mainsail 
I haul! " the carpenter throwing off the braces, while the 
^K boys swung round tlie yurtli<. 
^M The nigjit woa dark, and when nearly up to the lightship, 

Abd took a notion that lie could aastat the carpenter, 

and, unperceived, crossed to the otiier side of the deck. 

On the order being given to hmce round the after yards, 
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he threw oEF the belaying-pin, not the braces, but the maia 
topsiail halliards, and down thundered the topsail yard 
upon the cup. 

" Who's let go those topsail halliards? " shouted the 
pilot, and the captain and officers used language that 
would not appear well in print. AIjcI was scared out of 
his wits, and 'received a most unmerriful rufhnje;, while 
all handH tailed on to the topsail huUiards, and tho yard 
was again maxtheoded. 

In the niorninR we entered (he Mersey, passing the 
Roek Light, and at high water docked the ship in the 
" Waterloo," one of the numerous docks in the great 
port of Liverpool. 

Stevedores came on board, and preparations were made 
for the (li.teharge of nur cargo. 

At the time of which I write, the rulee and regulations 
of the Liverpool docks were very different from what 
they are at the present day. Then no fires or lights were 
allowed on board. On shore, near the docks, were a great 
number of boarding- ho »»&■«, which c»teml to the ships' 
trade. Here the crews obtained their meals, and morning, 
noon and night might have l>oen seen the crewa of all 
the different ship:) in port, going and returning to their 
breakfasts, dinners and suppers. 

The days being very short in winter, the men got their 
breakfast by gaslight, returning to their ship by nine 
o'etook, and knocking off work by four, or perhaps earlier, 
in the afternoon, after which the decks were cleaned up, 
and Jack went to supper, being a free man until the next 
morning. 

As there waa no light on board, they generally spent the 

Bnings in the numerous ainging-houses or dance-halts 
bat lined the streets adjoining the docks, and here Jack 
found congenial company, both male and female, who, aa 
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long as he had a shUling, were ready to share hia pot of 
beer, " half and half," or something stronger. 

There, in these " free and eosys," he smoked hia pipe, 
listening to the continuous songs, aad the music and 
performance going on, until about the houi* of midnight. 
When they closed their doors he wended his way oa 
hoard to turn into his berth in the darkness. 

The mates and petty officere alao had their separate 
places of evening resort. The kafritah of I'layhouse 
Square, the mate's and second mate's quarters, would 
have no more thought of lowering themselves by 
visiting " Rossbgttom's " on Wiitcrluo Road, than Bea- 
con Street, Boston, would assimilate with the North 
End. 

The eaptftin, of course, lived at his hotel, and came 
and went at hia own sweet will. All these boarding- 
housee set a good table, and Jack lived well, although 
the table in the ofhcent' qunrtcni wm superior in the 
quality and variety of the food served. The boys, witli 
the carpenter, took their nieal^ at the ollicers' boardings 
house, but we did not see them, having a room to oui^ 
mIvca. 

We had been but a Few days in dock, when Captain 
King came on board one morning, and informed ine that 
my uncle (Mr. Wm. Courtis), who lived in Manchester 
with his family and was engaged in businees there, had 
written him asking pcrmisiiion for me to visit them while 
tbe ship remained in port. He added that I could go if 
1 wbhed. Replying that 1 should be plen-scd to do so, 
I WM exempted from further work, and getting into 
presentable shape by putting on my beet clothes, I went 
to the station the following morning and took t)ie expreea 
to Manchester, arriving about I0..10 a. m. 

Meeting my uncle nt tl>c station, he called a cab and 
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we drove to bis house, where I received a warm welcome 
from my aunt and two cousins. 

Three weeks in Manchester, visiting, with my uncle 
and his family, all places of interest, made my stay moRt 
thoroughly eojoyable. On my return I was accompanied 
by him, as he had business in Liverpool. He improved 
the opportunity to visit the ship and make the acquaint- 
ance of Captain King. After his departure 1 resumed 
my duties and again fell into the routine of ship's boy. 

As it would be a week yet before the " Ariel " would be 
ready for sea, whenever we could get away from the ship, 
I improved the time, with Abel, strolling about, and 
seeing all we could of the city. 

Now came the day of siiiling or departure from the 
docks, the ship being bound for Canton, China, in ballast, 
to load teaa for the port of New York. 

All being in reiidincss for sea, stores on board, and two 
men shipped to take the places of two deaerters, alxnit 
the middle of March the crew warped the ship through 
the douks into the buain, where she lay waiting for the 
full tide and the tugboat, to proceed to sea. 

The gates being opened, the tugboat made fast, with 
three ringing cheers responded to by friends of the crew 
who had assembled to see thorn off, the " Ariel " passed 
through the pier heads into the River Mersey, and was 
again outward bound. 

Down the river, past the shipping at anchor, away 
past the Rock Light at the entrance of the river, into the 
Irish Sen, past Point Linas until Holyhead was reached, 
thus insuring a goo<l oSing; when sail was made, the 
tugboat hawsers were cast off, good-bys exchanged, 
and the tow boat took her departure to look up another 
vessel to take into port. 

With a fair wind and rattling breeze, a fine run waa 



THE PASSAGE TO LIVERPOOL 



31 



made down chaimel, and passing Tusker Lights old 
Kiwialft and Cape Clear, we were soon again on the broad 
Atlantic, bound aouth for the region of the trade winds 
and a warm climate. 



CHAPTER IV 
1846 



CBOaSINQ TDE LIKE. — PEBNANDO KOROHMA. — THE 
M&I.Ar8 

Favored with strong northerly galea, the " Ariel " swept 
past Madeira under reefed topsails, and entered the belt 
of northeast trade winds. Tlie weather n-us now delight- 
ful, coqUquous fresh breezes, gradually lessening in force 

05 we apprwa<:hed their southern limit. Pnssing the group 
of Azores Islands, with the Peak of Pico, on the island of 
that name, 7,000 feet in height, and the Canaries, with 
Teneriffe towering above the clouds, we continued on 
until wo lost them in latitude 5° north. The region of 
northeast trade winds liea between the parallels of 30*' 
north and the equator, although their northern and 
soutlierQ limits vary with the seasons; ships sometimes 
carrying strong trades within three or four degrees of the 
equator, and again losing them as high as 10° north. 
Through these trades is moat deliglitful sailing; steady, 
fine, fresh breezes, clear skies, bright and aunny; warm, 
but not too much so, soft patches of light fleecy clouds 
banging around the horizon, called trade clouds, water 
a glorious deep blue, alive with shoals of flying-fish, 
skipjacks, bonitaa and albacore, the former rising in 
immense shoal.i dose to the ship, and with a whirr like 

6 covey of partridges away they go skimming to wind'ard. 




CROSSING THE LINE 



33 



I 
I 

I 
I 



their wings Minting and gUsteoing in Uie bright suiilifrht 
(or ft thousand yards or so, when they drup lu wet their 
wings, only to reappear in a moment. Tlicy TorniKi 
one of the prettiest pictures, that unc never n-eariod in 
watching. 

The flying-fish affords fine eating, having a flavor 
similar to a fresh Barditic, and is one of the finest pan fish 
that swims. 

We hod now reftcbed the belt of light, variable windfl, 
calma and sqmdls, with thunder, lightning, and heavy 
rains, the last enabling us to fill our empty water casks. 
Fortumitely wo vtare not long in crosnog thia belt, and 
striking the southeast trades in latitude 1° north, we 
araesBd the equator and entered the South Atlftntic. 
The visit of Neptune and his uife on board was for some 
reasoa deferred, much to the relief of us boya and the 
carpenter, who was aUo on his first voyage. 

la the old days it waa eustomar)- on ships, more par- 
ticularly those n>'ing the Britt.th (lag, to ol>scrvc the 
erossing of the line or equator for the first time by any 
one on board, by making it a special occasion, and cele- 
brating it as ft gala day. Extra grog was served out to 
the crew, etc. All this was in honor of King Neptune, 
who was to pay a viitit to the ship, in company with his 
wife Amphitiite, to see if there were any on board, either 
passengers or crew, who were invading his special domain 
without having l)een properly initiated. The green hands 
bad the fact that they were entering the domain of these 
mythical penonoge impressed upon them as a reality, 
and for weeks their mind.>t were filled with the terrors of 
the ordeal they would have to pass through. 

The cabin pas<cngers who were liable could purohoae 
immunity by money or a few bottles of grog, but woe 
betide the hupleu boy, or green hand, who waa making 
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his first trip avrontn the equator, old Neptuoe's home 
and undisputable possession. 

On the morning of the tlay the ship was to cross the 
line, these unfortunate victims were blindfolded and shut 
up until wuutctl, but were phtcttl where thoy could hear 
All thai was going on. Preparations were then begun 
for the reception of H'ls Majesty and His Better Half. 
Two old grizEle<l shellbacks were .telected from among 
the crew to act the parts of Neptune and wife. They 
were painted and decked out in the niont fantastic garb, 
by the crew. They had long, Bowing hair and whiskers 
of rope>yanis and oakum, rejiemhiing seaweed, and a 
crown made from Manila strands and shells, scraps of 
steel, or iron. Then with the ahip'a big trumpet, and 
the five-pronged graiiin used for catching dolphins or 
skipjacks, as bis trident, his outfit wa.t complete. His 
spouse was similarly rigged out. Taking their stations 
over the bows in the head, one of the crew would go out 
to the end of the flying jib boom with the trumpet and 
bail the ship, asking her name and where from, ending by 
staling that Hifl Majesty King Neptune was about to 
pay the ship a visit, and nil hands would prepare to receive 
both him and his queen Amphitrite. 

A lialf-hogitliCAd of water would have been proparedf 
with a platform alongside, on which waa a chair for 
sCAtJng the candidate for maritime honors. A slush 
bucket filled with an odorous mixture of fllush and tar, 
using an old paint brush for a shaving brush, with a piece 
of notched iron hoop for a razor, constituted the shaving 
outfit. 

All being in reailinesa, the candidate, still blindfolded, 
WM led fomard an<l seated in the chair. Neptune and 
Amphitrite would then appear, dripping with ^e^ water, 
wbicb had been previously poured over them to pve 
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H them the appearance of just having emerged from old 
H ocean. Neptune then propounded to the intruders a 
^^ series of the moat ridicuIouH questions, ending by ordering 

I him to bo nhaved and initiated as one of his children in 
due form; the candidate continuing blindfolded until 
after hi^ involuntary bath. 
Then followed the luthering and shaving, which was 
of a pretty rough order, but if the poor fellow opened 
\m mouth to utter a protest, it was iastantly filled with 
a bruabful of the unsavory lather, amid the delight and 

I jeers of hb toniientorH. The shaving completed, while 
answering quetitiona his chair would be jerked away, and 
ho would full, floundering, into the hogshead of water, 
after which he was allowed to scramble out, would be 

I given a stiff glass of grog to drink Neptune's health, bo 
permitted to make himnelf presentable and go his way or 
take part in the initiation of the next victim. The ouatom 
in thc«e days even on foreign sliips has become obsoletfi. 
Continuing south, cloae-hauled, we passed in plain 
sight of Fernando Norohna, a small, high inland off tiK 
Brazil coast. That government uses it as a penal settle- 
moat, sending hither oil its convicts. Here under vigorous 
I discipline they have little chance of escape. 
Fast Pemambuco and Bahia we continued along the 
Bruil roast, until we reached the parallel of 23" south, 
and entered the bolt of sou'west passage winds. These 
winds blow almost continuously from ttie western quarter, 
var>-ing from W. N. W. to W. 8. W. As the ship draws 
out of the trade belt the wind gmdunlly hauls round by 
way of the north, allowing the vessel to come up to her 
coune for the Cape of Goo<l Hope, crossing the meridtao 
of the Cape on a parallel of 38° to 40° south and somiv 
times bigbor. 
Bfling DOW in the region of the strong west paasage 
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winda, the " Ariel " fairly flew before them on ber long 
eastern stretch upwartls of 5,000 mileti, nearly to the ooMt 
of Australia, before again turning north. 

During this long run from the Cape of Good Hope to 
the rocky bicts of St. Paul and Amsterdam, there waa 
very little work going on except looking after the Hliip, 
hands continually standing by the topsail balliarda, 
dewing down by the run in the furious hail squalls which 
would come with hurricane force, almost beating one 
to the deck, with sky nearly as black as night. 

This would last perhaps for t*n or fifteen minutai, 
when, presto! the squall would pass, clouds sweep away, 
while the sun would appear, lighting up the crest of the 
•urges that rolled past. Tlie instant the .iquall was over 
topeails were again mastheaded, and nitb great moun- 
tainous billows tumbling after, at times Rccniiog about 
to ongulf ber, the " Ariel " sped onwanl like a frightened 
deer. 

Day after day. and week after week, thia continued, 
until we reached the meridian, when we rould once again 
turn to the north'ard, and entering the region of the 
trade winds of the Indian Ocean, shape our course for 
Java Head. 

Falling in with the southeast trades, the " Ariel " made 
fine progress, until, coming on deck one morning in the 
middle watch, I found the ship hove to for daylight, but 
with the first peep of dawn she was again put upon her 
couree. At ten a. m. (four bells) the welcome cry of 
" Land, hot " rang through the ship, and all eyes wen 
at once strained to catch the first glimpse of lerra firma. 
Presently from the deck could be seen the outhnes of a 
bold headland, every moment becoming more dt.stinot 
as the ship sped onward towards it. 

All waa now bustle and preparation for closing in with 
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the land and entering the Straits of Simda. Chain cables 
were hauled on deck after their long rest in the lockers, 
and bent, lashings cast off, and anchors placed on the 
bows. Meantime we were drawing in with the land, and 
from a mere outline it now beKao to assume shape and 
color. By three o'clock wc had closed in with it and 
entered Sunda Straits. 

Sailing northerly along the coast from Java Head, the 
land is high, and covered n-ith dense forests having rich 
tropical foliage. 'Die ship wa-4 well in under the shore, 
and I thought I could never tire of gazing at it. 

About dusk the land breeze came oIT. sweeping over 
the ship, laden with the fragrance of tropical frulta and 
flowers so heavy with perfume iis to almost intoxicate 
the senses. This, mingled with the fresh earthy smell, to 
which wc had so long been stranger;, was inhaled in deep 
draugbto. Java Uejid, and my first night in Sunda Straita, 
remain to-day impressed upon ray memory. With day- 
light, boats from Anger met us and dropped alongside, 
while the crews, composed of Mala>'8, scrambled over 
the raits like cats. They wore trading boats laden with 
tropical (riiits: green i-ocoanuts, Imnitnas, oranges, 
limee, also vegetables, — yams, sweet potatoes, strings 
of onions and garitc; in short, all vegetables growD in 
the tropics, with ducks, geese, chickens, fowls, goats, 
pigs, and many other things, all tempting enough to men 
who had been deprived of fresh grub as long aa we had. 

Tlie Malays comprising the bout crews were n source 
of great interest to me. A small, undersiied class of men, 
tawny, with eoal-black hair and small, piercing eyes, 
well formed and featured, active and spring}-, aa nimble 
AS cats, they sprang from titcir boats up the ship's sjds 
and swarmed on board, the captain, or sfrang, making 
bis way aft, where stood Captain King and officers. 
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With a bland smile and salaaming to the deck, ba^_ 
presented his " chit " or recommeodation given him bjr^f 
the ships that he had supplied while pasxing Anger, and 
endorsing him as the one man who could supply all the 
next ship's needs. There is great rivalry between these 
boats, hut as far as the ships are concerned it is generally ^H 
" fiisl come, first rterved." ^| 

It is amusing to see the semng bon-ing and smiling while 
the captain is reading over his recommendations, which 
be cannot do himself, in many cases denouncing him as 
a swindling cheat, and the greatest scoundrel that ever 
went unhung. Of course they are mostly written a.s a 
joke, and are ao taken by the reader, and no more notice 
being taken of it, he gets permission to trade, although 
there may I»e others. This amounts to considerable, 
as. besides fruit and vegetables, live stock is taken on 
board in quantities to supply the ship with fresh pro- 
visions, fore and alt, for the voyage up the China Sea, 
it being more economical, at the pricee, to feed the men 
on fresh meat, saving the salt beef and pork; so Jack 
Uvea high, on fresh grub with vegetables daily. 

The weather being fine, the " Ariel '' ran into the road- 
stead, coming to anchor off the town or village. Largo 
supplies were taken on board, of fniit, vegetables, and 
live stock. Never before having tasted Imnana-t, and in 
f«ot very little of fruit grown in the tropics, they were a 
revelation to me, and when the Brst I^oat boarded us in 
the early morning, I traded with a Mnlny an old pair 



of trousers for a big bunch, and, taki 
fo'c'sle, for four or five days I ate little f 

While at nnchop Captain King wen 
and to my delight I was ordered 
crew. Tliis gave me an opportu' ' 
Malay life on shore. We wan' 
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bouMA or hiit«, ronfltruct«d of bamboo with tbal^hed 
roofs, while swarms of women and children, the latter 
dkd in sunlight only, gued curiously nt us, but we could 
understand each other by sign laDguago alone. 

The following morning getting iiiulcr way und pascting 
between Sumatra and tho N. W, end of the ial&nd of 
Java, wc entered the Java Sen, shaping our course for 
Caspar Straits. 

The Jova Sea and Malay Arrhipclago were at this 
time infested n-ith pirates, who. in their lonR, sharp proa*, 
were constantly dodging about, looking for »ome craft 
that should be so unfortunate as to run ashore on any of 
the numerous coral reefs or sand banks that abounded 
in these waters, and woe betide the ship that was caught 
at anchor in the night time in any of the straits, or 
passages, with the watch on deck a.<<leep; in which case, 
although not a thing may havo bocn in Htght when she 
came to anchor, towards morning there would silently 
Rtcal out of the darkness a Hoct of proat, &ich manned 
by forty or 6fty Malays, perhaps more, and once along- 
wilh their deadly creese or knife between their teeth, 
swarming up the ship's side, in a twinkling they would 
be on deck, and before the dazed watch could milixc 
it, those not murdered wnuld Iw driven below, and the 
ship in their possession, to bo plundered and perhaps 
burnt, while all who escaped would be taken on shore, 
kept in confinement and held for a good round ransom. 

Ships in these waters always parried a good amioiy 
on board, consit<ting of muskets, pistols, cutlasses, and 
boarding-pikes, and generally two or four targe guns on 
deck, in the use of which the crew were carefully trained. 

This did not often occur, however, nith American or 
English ships, as the rascals were generally too cautious 
to attack a ship in daylight, or under sail, or one that 



40 



OCEAN LIFE 



they knew wu on the alert. In these da^B thrar pirating 
is about over, the men--of>war of the Dutch and English 
governments having about exterminated them, showing 
no mercy. 



CHAPTER V 
1846 

BOAT TOWNS ON CANTON RIVER, — LOADING TEAS. — 
HOUEWARD BODND 

Thbough Caspar, past Singapore, we continued through 
the China Sea, and in due course came to anchor in the 
Canton River off " Bambootown," Whampoa, a boat 
town on the river some ten or twelve miles below Canton. 
These boat towns are curious. Here people are bora, 
live, and die, without hardly ever being on shore, living 
mostly on rice and fish caught from the river. They 
attend on the shipping, doing the washing for the officers 
and crews. 

Coming to an anchor, our sails were smoothly furled, 
and the ship moored for a long stay. 

The following morning a boat was got ready with a 
crew of picked men, and Captain King left for the city 
of Canton, returning in two days and bringing a gentleman 
with him. 

The " Ariel," being in ballast with no cargo to dis- 
cbarge, was soon ready to receive her cargo of teas, to 
be sent down from Canton in lighters, or cargo boats, 
and in a week or ten days the first boats came alongside, 
and were speedily unloaded, others taking their places 
until our lading was completed. The tea-chests, com- 
posed of whole chests, halves and quarters, neat and 
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clean, nvre encwcd in matting and marked with the 
ship's name, " Arid." 

During our stay the rrew were alloired liberty on Sun- 
tla>', one wateh at a time, l>ul ihcrc waa ver>' little to 
Rttnet on shore, and the crew after one trip preferred 
lo ramain on board, or visit Ibc crew of the ship " Cbi- 
cont," that was anchom) within a half-mile. 

Abel and ntj-wlf were not allowed to go on shore 
ftl all, it beinx. in the o^Hnion of the captain, no place 
for boy^ and he was right, no doubl. although no 
(lid not aee it in that tight, thinking it a great hard- 
ship. 

Our cargo eonipleted, Captain King came down from 
Canlon, bringing with him two gentlemen, who were to 
nmko the lionte voyage nith us as paascogprs. 

The ship wils iinn;oored, chain hove short, bkU made, 
imohiir tnpiwd and ho\-e to bows, and with ber noee 
pntiitiiiK down rivrr pasetcd the "Chieora," whose crew 
gavn iiH thnw hearty cheers, which were responded to 
by imr men with a will. 

Thlw lime the " Ariel " was homeward bound! 

A jiloiwant run down (he Chins Sea brought us to the 
MnillN lit Haiica. Through thcoe we piu»ed, coming to 
Aiinliiir nt tiighl to nwnit for daylight. 

llcliiR now In dangerous waters, a vigilant watch woe 
kejil f(>r plratM; fpuat were loaded, and nil prcpured to 

f[lvi> llifdi n warm reception should they make us a call, 
ml lh» night piummI without Mteing anything, and at 
tiMi 'Imt pnnj) of daylight we were again under way. 
Al Aimer, liiiwever, I learned that a ship passing Banca 
•Hill* lw'> or thre*' daya ahead of uit had been atlscke<l 
wlllli> IvIoR a< 'inrhnr during the night, but the piratee 
n^itii Irixiloh iilT, the cook Htistuining the loss of an ear 
^hlt*) giving Ihom u dolugu of scalding water from his 
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coppen, which he had Jilt«d and under which he had 
kept a good fire in anticipation of their attack. 

Here, at Anger, we again Rtociced up with fruits, vege- 
tables, and Uvo stock of all kinds, for the homeward 
voyage. 

Leaving Java, our derka were filled with coopa which 
were stii(Tc<l with chickens, fowl, geeae and ducks, while 
pigB and gosta filled the pens. 

Adde<l to all this, every man forward had his pet 
monkey, sometimea two or three, while cages, hanging 
from every point to which they could be attached, were 
filled with Java sparrows, cockatoos, and birds of every 
variety of plumage; but very few were destined to reach 
New York. 

In addition to the fo'c'slo stock there were two very 
large Sumatra monkeys, of a dirty yellow color, standing 
between three and four feet high. Theae were kept 
chained in the stern of the long-boat, and belonged to 
the two paa.tenger8. Some of the monkey's forward were 
of a good size, but most of them were small. They were 
a source of great amusement, constantly cutting up all 
aorta of antics, and Lwing very mischievous, would steal 
anything they could lay their handa or paws on. As 
Jack did not tic thorn up, they swarmed uU over the ship's 
rigging, and if anything on deck took their fancy, they 
would drop down, seize it, and be aloft again, almost 
impossible to catch, an they wouM spring from point to 
point, chattering and scolding at a great rate. This 
propensity for thieving cost most of Uiem their lives. 

One day tlie stewsnl had taken the dinner to the cabin 
table, leaving it to go to the galley. No one was below, 
and it being warm, the skylight over the table was off. 
Two of the larger monkeys were about the after rigfpng. 
They had apparently been watching the steward, and 
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BOcing th« coftBt dear, desoeaded, dropping down through 
the skylight, and seizing a pair of chickens, on which the 
captain and passengers were to dine, they sprang on 
deck, and in a twinkling were aloft, juat aa the steward 
returned from announcing dinner. On entering the cabin 
the chickens were missed, and looking up, the scamps 
were discovorwl in the mizicii top, chattering and grin- 
ning, while they looked down at their pursuers. Several 
men hnd jumped into the rigging to catch them, but their 
efforts were of no avail; the monkeys were too nimble, 
and finally running out on a yard arm, dropped the 
chickens, one going overboard, and the other on deck 
in a condition hardly fit for the capt^n'a table. 

This theft angered Captain King, and sealed their 
doom, for, after ftnishing in the cabin, the captain and 
passengers brought up their pistols on the quarter-deck, 
and a fusillade began, which picked off monkeys in nil 
directions, many going overboard, until not a Jocko 
wna seen about the rigging. Then the order was given 
that all monkeys that were not kept tied up should be 
served in the same manner. 

This action of Captain King's almost produced a mutiny. 
The owners of the monkeys thitt were shot were furious, 
looking upon the action as cruel and unj ustiSable, and 
many an outh wn^ rcgif^tered to get even somo day, and 
two n'eeks after, when we turned to one morning to wash'J 
down decks, the big monkeys in the long-boat were both 
found dead, having l^een strangled during the night by 
somo one, whom, no one ever knew, although a rewar 
was ofTered for the perpetrator. After this, mattera 
quieted down, Jack taking care to keep hie pets tied up, 
but most of them succunil>ed to the bad weather off t*«* 
Cape of Good Hope, and only two reached New 
safely. 
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After leaving Java, Charles Johnson, one of the 
crew, was taken down with fever, urid that scourge 
of the East, dysentorj'. Day after day he grew worse, 
and from a strong, weli-built man fell away to a mere 
shadow. 

He had been removed from the close fo'c'sle, and a 
bed was made for bim in the bow of the long-boat, where 
he could have plenty of air. He wouM he there all day 
long reading his Bible, and when off duty the various 
members of the crew would watch with and read to him, 
when be became too weak to read himself. Everything 
was done for him, but in vain. He was fully at peace 
and longed to go, and one bright, beautiful morning, 
Johnson's 8011] took iti flight. 

After breakfast bis wasted body was taken from the 
long-boat, sewn up in his hammock, and placed on a 
plank extending from a eiuk to the rail amidships. The 
American ensign was placed over him. AH being in 
readiness, the main yard was thrown aback, and all 
bands called to burj' the dead. Sadly, the crew mustered 
ill the ship's waist, grouped around the corpse, with two 
standing at the head of the plank, and on« on either side, 
the ofRccrs at the head awaiting Capttun King, who, 
ueorapanied by the paimengeni, presently emerged from 
the cabin door, prayer-book in hand. Advancing, he 
took his station at the head, and read the beautiful 
burial service for the dead at soa. It was a solemn soene, 
and tears glistened in the eyes of many of the crew, for 
Johnson was a (a\'orite with all. 

With the words. " We commit tlie body to the deep," 
the end of the plank was hfted, and the hammock, 
heavily wcighte<I at the end. slid down, and. with a splash, 
^ the blue sea clofle<l over all that remained of our ship- 
H mate, while the order to " Fill away Iho main topsail! " 
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seeing the eout elettr, descended, dropping down throu^ 
the skylight, and seizing a pair of chickens, on which the 
DHptain and passengers were to dine, they sprang on 
dock, and in a twinkling were aloft, just as the steward 
returned from announcing dinner. On entering the cabin 
the chickens were missed, and looking up, the scamps 
were discovered in the mizzeii top, chattering and grin- 
ning, while they looked down at their purauers. Several 
men had jumped into the rigging to catch them, but their 
efforts were of no avail; the monkeys were too nimble, 
and finally runiung out on a yard arm, dropped the 
chickens, one going overboard, and the other on deck 
in a condition hardly fit for the captain's table. 

This theft angered Captain King, and sealed their 
doom, for, after finishing in the cabin, the captain and 
passeagen; brought up their pistols on the quarter-deck, 
and a fusillade began, which picked off monkeys in all 
direction.^, many going overboard, until not a Jocko 
was seen about the rigging. Then the order was given 
that oil monkeys that were not kept tied up should bo 
served in the same manner. 

This action of Captain King's almost produced a mutiny. 
The owners of the monkeys that were shot were furious, 
looking upon the action m cruel and unjustifiable, and 
many an oath was registered to get even some day, and 
two weeks after, when wc turned to one morning to wash 
down decks, the big monkeys in the long-boat were both 
found dead, having been strangled during the night by 
some one, whom, no one ever knew, although a reward 
was offered for the perpetrator. After this, matters 
quieted down. Jack taking care to keep his pets tied up, 
but most of them succumbed to the bad weather off th«ij 
Cape of Good Hope, and only two reached New Yor' 
safely. 




BOAT TOWNS ON CANTON RIVER 47 

from her homo port, il took about all the outward voyag;e 
to get the stretch out of it, while luff, and watch tackles, 
were ia almost constant use, but now b«ng pretty well 
out, it was ready to bo turned in afresh, and put in a. 
condition that is pleasing to a sailor's eye, also to present 
a fine, shipshape appearance on arrival in port. I'o one 
not vereed in these matter*, it is almost impossible to 
undeistaod the labor and care bestowed upon every little 
dtt&U of thiti work, and from the time we rounded tlie 
Cape and took the S. E. trades it was all bands at work, 
no more afternoon watch below. 

Up to this time I had never been allowed to take my 
n^ular tuni at steering the »hip, lUthuugh I had often 
stood at night on the Ice side of the wheel, and in good 
weather I freciuontly steered tlie ship by the hour togethei*, 
under the guidance and eye of the helmsman. I knew the 
compass, and could box it (repeat it backward) ae readily 
08 I could count my fitigent, but had never been left alone 
in charge of the wheel. I was now ordered to take my 
regular trick, the sanw as others of the ship's company, 
being often kept at the wheel four houn, instead of 
two, when the one who followed me was engaged on 
ione specitd work. 

I loved to steer the ahip, and in a short time became 
aa txpert holmaman. What glorious weather one expert- 
ences within the Umit« of these trade windst — a long 
swell that kept the " Ariel " gently rolling from side to 
Mde, the wind being nearly dead aft. steady trades, not 
varying a baJf-point day after day and week after week, 
ao squaUs, no sails to trin], only an oecanooal pull at 
the halliards to bowse everything taut, wind not over 
strong, but enough to bowl the sliip along from seven 
to eight knota per hour, a cIoudlcT^ eky u'crhead, with 
Uh) exception of the light fleecy trade clouds that con- 
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stantly hung around the horizon, and bright, wann sun- 
shine every day, while the nighta were resplendent with 
the brilliancy of the constellations of the southern hemi- 
sphere. This waa indeed ideal sailini;- 'fhe sunri»ci» and 
Buoseta were beautiful iUmo«t beyond dciscription, and 
often, while at the wheel, 1 would become so absorbed 
in watching the glory of the departing day, with its gor- 
geousness of color, as old Sol sank to his ocean bed, that 
I would almost forget my duties until a glance at the 
compaes would bring me to a realization that the " Ariel " 
was from a half to a point off her course. 

Under s cloud of canvas, with etun'sails spread alow 
and aloft, the ship swept at«adily on. passing close to St. 
Helena, that small rocky islet, distinguished as being 
the prison home of the great Napoleon, on, past Ascension 
Island, until wc again crossed the equator, and entered 
the home waters of the north Atlantic. 

During all this long nm, the work of the crew upon 
the rigging went steadily on. I was placed under the 
various members of the crew, while at their respective 
tasks, acting as an assistant or helper, eoon becoming 
quite proficient in the knowledge of knotting, splicing, 
and aer\-ing, etc., picking up from the men, by close 
observation and attention to the manner of doing their 
work, the knowledge that is so necessjiry to a thorough 
seaman. Herein ties the advantage of long voyages to 
the young man commencing a seafaring life. He may 
go a lifetime in the western ocean trade or on short 
voyages, and yet see none of the work that is done on a 
ship bound home from India or China, while rolling down 
the trodea belwccn the Cape nf Good Hope and the 
equator, or ver>- httle of it, much less participate in it. 
All this work on vessels making short trips is generally 
done by riggers while lying in port, and their work does 
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not carry the aeatuen of detail and finish of that dooo 
on shipboard. Look over a ship fresh from the rigger's 
hands, and one just id from Calcutta or Ilongkoog, 
and the eye quickly notes the difference between the 
two in the appearance of their riggjo^ 

All through this fine weather, during my forenoon watch 
below, I was obUged to go aft and study navigation. In 
Uiis I became quite interested, getting a good theoretical 
knowledge of the rules, and in a short time could keep 
dead reckoning, work the latitude by a noon observation 
aod longitude by chronometer time, but was not allowed 
U yet to handle the quadrant or sextant, or take on 
obaarvation myself, which I longed to do, and mentally 
resolved that on my next voyage I would have a quadrant 
of my own. 

Encountering no ealm», we passed from the S. E. to 
the N. E. trades of the north Atlantic, every day's run 
bringiDg us nearer New York, while at night the single 
Stan and constellations greeted ua like old familiar faooa, 
the North Stur bidding us the first welcome as it tn-inkl«d 
on the horisoii's edge. At each watch l>elow, especially 
the dog-watch, the convereation was principally on future 
plans when they should arrive in New Ynrk, wh'om lh*y 
would board with, where they would go, and how dispose 
of their wages, — which amounted to a good round aum 
by this time, — intcnpersed with reminiscences of past 
experience. 

Being now fairiy within the trades, came " rattling 
down." tarring riggingt ami piiinting ship outside and in. 
This work completed, we were now north of the West 
India Islands, fast approaching the latitude of Bermuda. 
Here we looked for a change of weather, and thick clothing 
wai got out and overhauled. Each night, aa the watch 
gathered in the fo'c'sle, would be repeated the old couplet; 
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•' If Bermudtt l«t you puB, 
Look out (or Cap« HatterM." 

It seemed to be a fixed fact that we were bound to 
catch a big gule off one or the other, but there in uiiotlicr 
old saying, " A watched pot never boils," so, in this 
ciwe unticipating both, we got neither, but favored by 
BtrouR southerly and westerly wiitd;^, with good clear 
weather, the " Ariel " passed tlie Oiilf Stream and struek 
BoundinfCB in seventy fathotus. 

Chains up, anchora were again got ready, and the 
following night vre took a pilot on board, and tx^forc 
reitutking the Highlands of Navesink we took a tugboat, 
paased the Uook and Staten 1h]:iik1, where the qimrantiiie 
ofB<«ra boarded but did not detain ua, and finally dropped 
anchor off the Battery, our long voyage ended. 

Sails having been unbent on our way up in tow of 
the tug, we were speedily placed alongside of the pier 
in the East River. 

No sooner were we berthed than tiie runners from 
tlie various sitilor boarding-houses swarmed on board to 
induce the men to put up with Ihem, each one extolling 
the merits of hia own particular house, — frequently 
enforcing \its claims with spirited argument^! in the nhupe 
of a small flask drawn from the hip pocket. — and in 
leas than an hour the ship was de^ertetl by all save the 
officers, the carpenter, Abel, and my'self. 

The following morning the captain left word on board 
that the crew would be paid off ihe next day. This over, 
I accepted an invitation from Captain Michuol Gregory, 
of Marblehead, with whom I had fallen in, to make the 
trip to Boston on his vessel, the brig " Mary Ellen," 
and the following morning, bidding adieu to the " Ariel," 
I went on board the brig, sailing that afternoon through 
Hdl Gate and Long Island Sound, past Nantucket, over 
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the shoals, rounded the Highland Light, and after a 
little brush in the bay arrived safely in Boston. Taking 
the train to Marblehead, I met on my arrival with a 
warm welcome from my sister and the family, but learned 
with sorrow of my grandmother's death. 

My old schoolmates gave me quite an ovation, regard- 
ing me as one to be envied, having made a voyage to 
Europe and China, being absent over a year. 



CHAPTER VI 
1846-1847 

BIO DE JANEIRO. — CAPE HORN. — OTAHEITK 

A MONTH on shore, aod I shipped as ordinary seaman 
on the " Tsar," a fine ship of nearly seven hundred tons, 
just home from Russia, where tho ship had been presented 
with a set of silk colors by the Emperor Nicholas I., 
as a compliment for the name. Her lirst voyage oom- 
plftted, she waa bound to the north and south Pacific, 
thence to China. At that time she was considered a large 
ship, carrying a crew of twenty forward, — including two 
ordinary seamen, and four boys making their first voyage, 
— captain (Captain Samuel Konneduy), first and second 
officers, cook, steward, and carpenter, twenty-^x all 
told. 

Sailing from Boston, in the spring of '46, the " Tsar " 
made a good run to the equator, croASJDg the same ant] 
taking the S. E. trades (fresh), arrived at Rio Janeiro 
forty-five days from Boston. 

The land from Cape Frio to the entrance of the bay 
runs about east and went, Cape Frio being a very high 
headland, surmounted by a fine lighthouse. The coast, 
M OM approaches the entrance of the bay, bears a strong 
resemblance to the figure of an immenae roan lying upon 
bis back, the peak;^ of the Gabia and Corcovada with the 
high hills forming the upper portion of the body, while 
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the Sugar Loaf Mountain on the west side of the bay forms 
his feet. The contour is perfect when viewed from the 
right direction. Off the entrance lie two small islands 
named Pai and Mai. The bay of Rio Janeiro in one of 
the largest and finest in the world. I shall have occasion 
to refer to the city and its noble bay later on. The scenery 
as viewed from the ship was magnificent. 

Failing to reach the entrance heforc the sea breeze 
ended, we were obliged to remain outside the harbor all 
night. About 8 p. u. the land breeze struck off in a strong 
giist, with squalls of wind and rain, accompanied with 
peals of thunder and vivid lightning, clearing away 
after midnight, followed by calm. 

Taking the sea breeze in the morning, passing the 
islands and Sugar Loaf on the port hand, the fort of 
Santa Cn« on our right, — from which we were hailed 
u to the port we camn from, if nil were well on board, 
et«., — thence past the upper forts, we dropped anchor 
opposite the city a little below the island of Cobras, 
where one of the finest dry docks in the world, bolon^ng 
to the Braiilinn government, is now located. Here the 
doctor came on board, but finding no sicknosa, and a 
clean hill of health, admitted her to pratique, allowing 
communication with the shore. 

Quit« a number of vessels lay at anchor, among them 
several men-of-war, They were of different nationalities, 
and I noted the American tlug floating from many peaks. 

While in port no one visited the shore except the 
captain. I was one of the boat 's crew but was not allowed 
to IcAve the boat while waiting for him. 

After a stay of four days, the anchor was again weighed, 
and taking advantage of the land breeze early in the 
morning, we took our departure from Rio Janeiro, answer- 
ing the bail from Santa Crus, and outside of Pal and Mai 
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Islands caught the aoa. breeze uguin and were speeding 
our way south. 

Oif the Rio de la Plata we experieoccd a strong pam- 
pero, which hlew with great force. These pamperos arc 
violent Rales that sweep the plains of Buenos Ayree. 
They are i)rece(ied by heav-y thunder and moet vivid 
lightning, and on shore by a dense cloud of fine impalpable 
dust, — that would penetrate anything that water would 
go through, — with hailstones of a very large size, or 
heavy rain. 

After passing the parallel of 40° south, the "Tsar" 
was put in condition to cnoount«r heavy weather off 
the Capo. Best sails were bent and new running gear 
rove. In the fo'c'sle, warm, thick clothing was got out 
and overhauled and the conversation in the watch below 
savored of past experiences off the stormy Cape, 

With the exception of a little brush off the Patagonian 
rou8t, all wont well, and passing the Falkland Islands, 
we sighted Stat«n Land, an island lying east of Tierra del 
Fuego (Land of Fire), the stmit between being called Le 
Mai re. 

Staten Land is an island of considerable size and heavily 
wooded, but uninhabited- 
Rounding the east end with a fair wind, with every 
stitch of canvas drawing, we sped on for Cape Horn, 
hoping to round it without a setback, but, alas, for our 
hopes, there was no such luck in store for us. 

Away in the southwest loomed up an ominous bank 
of whitish gray mist, sweeping down upon us. All hands 
were called, light sails clewed up and handed in a hurry, 
topsail halliards let go by the run, reef tackles hauled 
out, while buntlines and spilling-lines were bowsed 
taut. The ship paid off as it burst upon us butt end 
foremost, and ere we could jump into the rigging a cold, 
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tc>' blast with sleet and hail fairly whistled and howled 
about our vara, us wc hiid nloft and out upon tlic ynrdx. 
This waa our first touch of Cape Horn that we were not 
likely to forget. With the hardest kind of work, it waa 
upwards of an hour ere we couI<i get the close reefa in, 
and courses furled, but uU hiiving I^ccti mado xnug, our 
watch went below, chilled through to the marrow, and 
substituted wurin and dry for wnt clothing, a most 
agreeable ohaoge. Meantime the sea had risen, and the 
great waved, driven before the gale, gave an idea of what 
a Cape Horn sea, that I had so often beard talked about 
in the fo'c'sle, waa like. 

We were now headed to the aouth'ard, close-hauled, 
under close reefis. From this time on, gidc followed gale, 
with short intervals of favoring winds, taking aflvantage 
of which, and every slant, at the end of two weeks we 
had worked up to tho tneridian SOf west, when with a 
fine, strong, sou'west gale, the "Tsar" bore away to 
the north''ard with all tJie canvas the ship could stagger 
under. Bidding Cape Ho^n a long farewell, with no 
regrets, wo fairly flew towards more genial weather and 
a warmer climate. 

During our sojourn off the Cape the ship vria constantly 
surrounded by great numbera of birds, — albatrosses, 
Cape Hon) pigeons. Atother Carey's chickens (stormy 
petrel), who followed the ship day after day, hanging 
around for anything in the shape of food thrown over- 
board. They would drop like a shot from a gun and 
pounce upon it. Our mi>n caught sevcriU nith hookti 
baited with a piece of salt pork, but once on deck they 
were ungainly and clumsy as they waddled alwut l)efore 
they were again given their freedom. No injury is done 
to them, exeept viewing them at close range, nailora 
believing that killing or injuring these birds bodca ill 
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luck. S&iling through tho nir, poiaod over the ship, or 
riding the billows, they present a moat graceful appear^ 
aoc«. They followed the ship for mdny days utter we 
bore away north, and we finally dropped them after 
croiuiug the parnllel of 40° south. 

The " Tsar " waa now in the south Pacific, xvith smooth 
Bailing, delightful weather, imd fine trade winds, heading 
for the Society Islands, Otaheite, the largest of the 
group, being our destination. I was very much interested 
in these islands, havin;; read in my school dairs the 
" Mutiny of the Bounty," a ship sent out by the English 
government to make a collection of the bread-fruit treea 
to take to tho West Indices. The book contained a fosd- 
nating description of Otaheite, or Tahiti, as it is moro 
commonly culled. 

These islands of the South Pacific always possessed a 
great attraction for me, particularly Tahiti and Moorca. 
At this time Tahiti was a French possession, that govero- 
ment having made it a naval rendezvous. 

One fine moniing the welcome crj- of " Land, hoi " 
greeted our ears, and ere long Tahiti and Moorea wore 
in plain sight. 

Beautiful Otaheitel v,*eU named the " Garden of the 
Facifiol " It would take a more able pen than mine to 
describe your charms! 

High, commanding, it rises out from the waves, tU 
hills and valea clothed with rich, tropical foliage, a 
living green in strong contrast with the sparkling blue 
waters of the Pacific, encircled with a coral reef upon 
which breaks the long ocean swell, a snowy white, while 
beyond He the still, quiet waters of the harbor of Papatcc, 
the port of Tahiti, its entrance being a narrow channel 
through the reef. 

As we approached nearer a native eame on board to 
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pilot tbe ship into the harbor, where we dropped sncbor, 
off the town, just as the 8un was setting. 

SaiU were furled and decks cleared up, while until 
gun-fire (eight o'clock) the ship was surrounded by canoes 
with natives anxious to trade. There were vJHita to 
our officers from the officeni of the Frencli man-of-war 
to inquire where from and what news. 

Ere darkne»!* settled- down I had an opportunity to 
look at our surroundings, a most beautiful picture. The 
barber of Papatee neotlea down by the side of a high 
mountain, the beach forming a crescent, the horn on the 
seaside being a long point bearing the name of Point 
Venus. It is covered with magnificent cocoa palms 
extending all around the beach in front of the town. 
This beach is a pure white sand, and just in the rear, 
among the waving palms, orange and banana trees, could 
be seen the pretty white cottages of the French and 
English residents, not many at that time, mingled with 
the picturesque thatched huts of the natives. Some UttJe 
distaoce back stood the government house, a more pre- 
tentious dwelling, alao the residence of the native queen, 
Pomare. 

The whole soene. lighted up with the glory of the 
departing day, formed a picture of rare beauty. 

The anchor watch was set, but it was late that night 
ere I closed my e}'es is slumber. 

The next morning was the Sabbath, and we were 
turned out at dayUght to wash down decks and put the 
ship in shape for a holiday appearance, visitors l>e)ng 
expected from shore. Stationed at the head pump on 
the to'gatlant fo'c'sle, I hod ample leisure to look around. 

In tbe morning light the scene was beyond compare. 
The mountains and the hills were bathed in the soft 
light of the coming day, and the glowing, richly tinted 
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clouds thftt encircled them. The lighter green of thti 
hUlsidai contrasted with the deeper shades of the valleys 
and the gnicefid foUiigc of the waving palms that extended 
around the beach. The groves of orange trees bending 
with their golden (ruit, mingled with the breadfruit 
trees, and the banana with its gi'eat green leaves, whilo 
the morning breeze. laden with the breath of flowers, 
eame from the shore, distilling a fragrance rarely inhaled 
in other lands. 

Juat as the sun was rising, while drinking in the scene, 
music from out the grovea came to our ears borne on the 
broezc, not loud and harsh, but exquisitely soft, in com- 
plete harmony with the surroundings. The effect was 
indescribable. For an hour the band played, being 
stationed in the groves adjoining the government houao. 
I afterward.1 learned it was the band of the French troops 
quartered at Tahiti. Every evening and on Sunday 
morning they played the most exquisite music. 

At eight bells all our colors were thrown to the breete, 
with the American ensign at the peak, and the union 
jack floating from the jaokstaff on the bowsprit. 




CHAPTER VII 

1847 



80CIETT ISLANDS. — UONOLUHT. — CALIFOBNU GOLD 
FEVER 

ArTEii breakfast, th« port watoh asked for and received 
liberty to go on shore for the day. with orders to be at 
tbe beach »t sun.«et, when the ship's Ixiat would take 
them off. Every man was given a few dollars as liberty 
mooey, and after waatiiag up ami putting on our best 
shore togs, wo were landed on the l>CAch by a boat's 
crew of the starboard wat«h, who then returned to the 
ship. 

After landing, the men separated in knots of twos 
and throes, wandering through the town, scraping ac- 
quaintance with the natives, buying fruit and knick- 
knacks, consisting of rare and curious shells, beautiful 
bunches of coral, sea-fans, embroidered tnppa, cloth made 
from the fibres of the cocoaaut husk, and many other 
curios. 

Tattooing was a fine art in these islands. In those 
days it was almost universal among sailors, to a greater 
or Ie«i extent. It was not long before the crew found an 
old native who was a past master in the art. nnd I:)efore 
the ship sailed I do not think there was a member of the 
orew upon whom ho had uot exercised his skill. Tbe 
specimenB of bis work on my arroa to-day, although 
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nearly sixty ycdra have elapsed, are M fr««b and bright 
AS when &T5t put in. 

In operating the patient lay on his back on the floor of 
the hut, with bis ann bared and outstretched. Old 
Bob'a instrumenta were a atjpk, six or eight inches long, 
with small sharks' teeth inserted or bound to one end, 
Id ones, twos, fours or sixes. Another stick, equally 
long, was used as a tapper. The ingredients were India 
ink and vermilion. Squatting down l)eside the arm, 
or whatever part he intended to operate on. he would 
draw his design, generally a ship, a cocoanut tree, a 
mermaid, or a picture taken from some novel that he 
had managed to get hold of, such as " Ethwild the Female 
Pirate," or of that class. 

Taking bis stick with the keen sharp points in one 
band, and the tapper in the other, he would follow the 
lines drawn upon the skin, tapping, tapping, the blood 
flowing at each stroke. Ever>- little while he would stop, 
wipe oET the blood, and rub in the India ink or vermilion. 
This operation was continued until the design was com- 
pleted. The arm would swell, and be very son for u 
few dBy.s; perhaps it would be a week before it felt ali 
right, but I never heard of any serious results attending 
the operation. 

In company with the ordinary sonman and the two 
oldest boys, Bariium W. Field of Boston and Alfred 
Currier of Salem, after strolling around for awhile we 
shaped our course for a cruise into the groves back of 
the town. Following a Vwatcn path, and coming to a 
qiring of sparkling, cold water, we reclined in the shade 
of a large orange tree, with guavas and bananas in pro- 
fusion around us, and having eaten our lill of these 
delicious fruits, we lay back, listening t« the murmur of 
the ^ring and the soft breeise singing in the tree-tops, 
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Aod falling asleep, did not wake until tb« auo vras wdl 
down its western dope, when we started for the town 
to be in time for the boat that wus to take ua aboard at 
minset. 

At the beach we found about all the watch assembled, 
one or two arriving at the last momeut. Comparing note*, 
all voted that they had enjoyed their outing hugely. 
I am sure we did ours, every moment of it. On the arrival 
of our boati) we were rowed on Imard and reported in 
good time, thus ending our first liberty day at Tahiti. 

The next morning hatche-i were taken off, and the 
work of overhauling our cargo commcncetl, as part waa 
to be discharged here, and the balance at Honolulu, 
Sandwich Islands. 

As one of the boat's crew I spent a great part of the 
time on shore, or making trips Ixftwcen the ship and shore. 
When there was Insure, we would let the boat lie, looking 
over the ludes, where the bottom could be plainly seen 
through the clear, glossy water, many fathoms deep, the 
waving .tea-fans of bright colors, and branches of white 
coral, through which myriads of fish of almost every hue 
swaoi, reminding me of Pcrcival's lines: — 

•• Deep la Ui« w»ve Is % coral srove. 
When tti» porple mulln and sold Bab ion. 
WhCTc tlio wd flowor Rjirtadi Iw kavrn o( blag 
Tluu. uever axe wet wUli tlie falUog dew. 
But (a bright and changeful boaatf ohina 
Par dowD in tli« deep aod gjluaj brine." 

It seemed a.4 if I never would tire of gazing into the 
depths and admiring the fonns of life theroin. 

The natives were fine specimens of the human family; 
the male portion of good height and build, and finely 
feature<l, complexion a light olive, hair wavy and black. 
Tbe women were, up to the age of twenty-flve, genorally 
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BO&rly sixty years have elapsed, are as (refifa and bright 
as when finst put in. 

In operating the patient lay on bis back on the floor of 
the but, with his arm bared and outstretched. Old 
Bob's instruments were a Btick, six or eight inches long, 
with small sharks' teeth inserted or bound to one end, 
in ones, twos, fours or sL\es. Another stick, equally 
long, wiw used as a tapper. The ingrcilient'j w-ere India 
ink and vermilion. Stiuiitting down beside the arm, 
or whatever part he intended to operate on, he would 
draw bia design, generally a ship, a cocoanut tree, a 
mermaid, or a picture taken from some novel that he 
had managed to get hold of, auch as " Ethwild the Female 
Pirate," or of that class. 

Taking his stick with the keen sharp points in one 
hand, and the tapper In the other, he would follow the 
lines drawn upon the skin, tapping, tapping, the blood 
flowing at each stroke. Every little while he would stop, 
wipe off the blood, and rub in the India ink or vermilion. 
This operation was continued until the design was com- 
pleted. The arm would swell, and be very sore for a 
few days; perhaps it would be a week before it foil all 
right, but I never heard of any serious results attending 
the operation. 

In company with the ordinary seaman and the two 
oldest boys, Barnum W. Field of Boston and Alfred 
Currier of Salem, after strolling around for awhile w« 
shaped our course for a cruise into the groves back of 
the town. Following a beaten path, and coming to 
spring of sparkling, cold water, we reclined in the sb: 
of a large orange tree, with guavas and bai 
fu»on around us, and having eaten oi 
delicious fruits, we lay back, listenip'- 
the spring and the soft breeie * 
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treaty with the Uoiled States waa made in 1826. The 
Srat constitution wits proclitimcd in 18-10, iind ii redprocJty 
treaty practically establishing free trade with the United 
States was ratified iu 1875. In 1893, llic munarchy was 
sbrugnUKl, and four years later a republic was efltablished. 
In 1902, the republic, under the titlo of Hawaii, was 
annexed «a a territory to the United Stales of America. 

Closing in with the land, we hauled the niidD yard aback 
off the town, outside the reef, with the union jack at 
the fore, a signal fur the pilot. 

He soon appeared, in a whale-boat, coming through 
the channel in the reef, pulled by a crew of Kanakas, 
9» tilt natives of all these islands are called. Once aboard, 
1 was surprisiKl to learn tliat he was a Marblelicad man. 
Captain John Meek, who had settled in the islands, 
married a native woman, and had reared a large family 
of children, some of the boya being well grown. At this 
time ho held the position of ^vernnient pilot. Under 
his guidance we passed through the reef safely, and entered 
the fine natiinil harbor, formed by a lagoon, having a 
depth of from three and a half to five fathoms, and 
bounded seaward by the reef, with its snowy surf line. 

At this time there were no whdrve*. The "Tsar." 
having been hauled in and moored ntern on to the beach, 
discharged her cargo into lighters. 

There wivs a large number of vcs.seU in port, nearly all 
being ships and barques engaged in the whaling business, 
and, the season over on the nor' west eooAt, they had called 
at Honolulu to refit for a cruise for sperm-whales on the 
equator, or the coasts of Peru and Chile. 

Oahu was a great whaling rendexvous, where all the 
fleet called, both going and returning from the northern 
whaling grounds, and Honolulu was a lively place, with 
the harbor full of whale-ehipM, many lying outside the reef. 
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aearly glxty yean have elapsed, are as freeb and bright 
as when first put in. 

la operuting the patient lay on his back on the floor of 
the hut, with his arm bared and outstretched. Old 
Bub's iiiatruments were a stick, sis or eight inches long, 
with smaU sharks' teeth inserted or bound to one end, 
in ones, twos, fours or sixes. Another stick, equally 
long, was used .is a tiipjier. The ingredients were India 
ink and vermilion. Squatting down beside the arm, 
or whatever part he intended to operate on, he would 
draw his design, generally a ship, a ooroanut tree, a 
mermaid, or u picture taken from some novel that he 
had managed to get hold of, such as " Etbwtld the Female 
I^rate," or of that class. 

Taking bia stick with the keen sharp points in one 
band, and the tapper in the other, he would follow the 
lints drawn upon the skin, tapping, tapping, the blood 
Sowing at each stroke. Every tittle while he would stop, 
wipe off the blood, and rub in the India ink or verntilion. 
This operation was continued until the design was com- 
pleted. The arm would swell, and lie very sore for u 
few days; perhaps it would be a week before it felt all 
right, but I never heard of any serious results attending 
the operation. 

In company with the ordinary seaman and the two 
oldest hoys, Banium W. Field of Boston and Alfred 
Currier of Salem, after strolling around for awhile we 
shaped our course for a cruise into the groves back of 
the town. Following a l>eaten path, and coming to a 
spring of sparkling, cold water, wc reclined in the shade 
of a large orange tree, with guavas and bana""- •- ~**- 
ftision around u.f. and having eaten our 
delicious fruits, we lay back, listening 
the spring and the soft breesc si' 
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IdlliQg all Uie mutineers, throwing their boUic9 ovei^ 
boiard, but, in the mfUe & big fellow got one of the boys 
pftrUy over the roil, and wiu in the met of plunging bis 
knife into him, when the oatpenter ru.ihed upan the 
asailnDt, severing bin arm with the axe and afterwards 
bruninj; him. Again in poasession, one of the I>uya 
Qsvigated the brig to Honolulu, and arriving safely, she 
was taken charge of by the British consul. Many years 
after, when I waa in Port Stanley, Falkland Islands. I 
MV the same brig, then running as a government mail 
packet between the Falkland Islands and Montevideo, 
S. A. 

Having discharged the balance of our cargo, instead of 
proceeding to China in b!i!la.''t.raptninKeniiedaych!trtered 
to load oil home to New Bedford, the hold l)eing made 
ready to receive oil casks, instead of tea chestM from a 
China port as we hnd nntiripated. 

We had partly completed our lading, when Honolulu 
was thrown into a whirl of excitement, by the arrival of 
the native schooner " Kamehameha " from the coast, with 
Um! fiCM-s of the discovery of gold at Sutter's MilU in 
California. All who could were getting ready for a trip 
to Stn Franciseo and the gold dig^ngs. Everything 
in tJw shape of sailing craft was chartered and loaded with 
proviaiona, or what would pay best, and packed with 
passengers, who were charged the most exorbitant rates 
for paasago. Every night that we were on shore my 
eurti were lilted with the wildest stories of gold discoveries, 
— fortunes made in a tnonlh, — until I caught the gold 
fever in earaest, and neoretly resolved that when the ship 
was ready fur sea I would run away, and manage to work 
my way to San FranHsoo. Keeping my own counsel, 
I mode friends with two boat-sl«orers of the whole-ship 
" Samuel Robertson " of Fairhaven, who advised me 
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nearly sixty yean ha^'c elnpsed, arc u fresh and bright 
as when first put in. 

In operating the patient lay on liis back on the floor of 
the hut, with bis arm bared and outstretched. Old 
Bob'a instruments were a stick, six or eight inches long, 
with small sharks' teeth inserted or bound to one end, 
in ones, twos, fours or aixea. Another stick, equally 
long, was used as a tapper. The ingredients were India 
ink and vermilion. Squntting down IjesJde the arm, 
or whatever part be intended to operate on, he would 
draw his design, generally a ship, a coeoaiiut tree, a 
mermaid, or a picture tiiken from some novel that he 
had managed to get hold of, such as " Ethwild the Female 
Pirate," or of that class. 

Taking his stick with the keen »harp points in one 
hand, and the tapper in the other, he would follow the 
lines drawn upon the skin, lapping, tapping, the blood 
flowing at each stroke. Every little while he would stop, 
wipe oS the blood, and rub in the India ink or vennilion. 
This operation waa continued until the design was com- 
pleted. The arm would swell, ond be very sore for a 
few day«; perhaps it would be a week before it felt all 
right, but I never heard of any serious results attending 
the operation. 

In company with the ordinary seaman and the two 
oldest bojrs, Barnum W, Field of Banton and Alfred 
Currier of Sulein, after strolling around for awhile we 
shaped our course for a cruise into the groves back of 
the town. Following u Ixtatcn path, and coming to a 
spring of sparkling, cold water, we reclined in the shftdSjj 
of a large orange tree, with guavas and bana"** '" 
fusion around us, and having eaten our 
delicious fmits, we lay back, listening ' 
the spring and the soft breeze sii 
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IFindiag it imposxiblo, with my limited means, to secure 
ft passage to Sao Francisco, I shipped on the " Samuel 
RoberteoD," for a cruise on the equator to fill up with 
■perm-oil, thence around Cape Horn home. She waa 
nearly full, and a few whales would enable her to fill 
up. She had Iwen out from Fiiirhavcn three ycara, 
maldog a most successful voyage. 
H Having signed articles, for a fortnight I had all the 
Vliberty I wished for. Each day one watch would go on 

■ shore, receiving; a dollar, as liberty money, while on board, 
B the watch would lay around, doing whatever pleased them. 
I Accuatomed, aa I was, to the Htrict dlsoiplirie of a 
W merchantman, this was indeed a change, but Gnally, 

taking our departure, we ran down to Hawaii, where we 
look on board live stock, yams, sweet potatoes, fruit, 
etc., after which the ship bore away to the eouth'ard 
for the whaling grounds. 

This WAS an entirely new phase of life, differing greatly 
from that to which I had boon accustomed. After leaving 

■ port the boats' crews were cho.'^en, and I was allotted to 
H the firet mate's, a large, sovcn-oared boat, while all the 
H others were but five. The ImalV crew consi-tted of a boat- 
H header, who was cither the captain, first, second, third 

or fourth officer, and the boat's crew of five, or seven, 
including the boat-stcerer, who puUed tiie barpooucr or 
bow oar. 
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CHAPTER vni 
1847 - 1849 

WHAUNQ IN '48. — AGAIN TAHITI, — KSCAPB TO THR 
HILIiS. — DINNER IX THE PHENCH RBSTAURA>!T 

Tew or twelve days out we aighted our first whalea. 
"There she blows 1 " cume from the lookout stationed 
At the royal masthead, while tn the ilerimnd: 

" Where nwuy? " aime the respoiiae: 

" Four poioU off the leo bow, sir! " 

Instnntly ftU was excileinetit. Cnptain Turner, seixing 
a powerful marine f;Iasa, sprang into the rigging, and 
quickly lucoitdecl to the lookout, from whence in a few 
momciitn <>aine llie order: 

" Keep her off four points! " 

This was speedily done, and tlie yards checked in. 

There were miiny hands to do the work, the ship having 
a erew of thirty-six, eitclusi ve of officers. Shortly we could 
see from the deck a lurge school of spcrm-whulcK, bending 
ca^twunl, awiiiiining slowly along. litUe anticipating the 
reception being nimle ready for them. Meantime the 
officers, with their respective crews, were seeing that 
the whaling gear iii eaeh boat was in readiness for lower- 
ing. In fact, the gear of a whale-bout when on whaling 
ground is looked nfter daily. Harpoona and lances are 
as bright and sharp as razorB. Line-tubs are over* 
hauled, and every kink and turn taken out of the line 
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before being coiled down in the tub, wliea it is an supple 
as &ilk. 

Wftt«r " breakers " are kept filled, and a kotern keg, 
with & small supply of biecuit, etc., always ready. 

When we were but a short dijitiiiico from them, the 
school Bounded. The main topsail was now thrown 
aback, iind all made ready for lowering. Though intensely 
exciting, everything was done very quietly, so as not 
to alarm the whales. Prettenlly the school broke water 
about an eighth of a mile astern, and in lees than three 
minutes every boat was in the water, and headed for 
the whaiea, while every pound of strength that waa in 
the muscles of the crews was thrown into the oara, until 
the Ixwits fairly flew through the water. 

Just before we reached them, our boat being in the 
Idtd, the school again sounde<l. Lying on our oars, a 
sharp lookout was kept for their reappearance. In 
fifteen or twenty minutes they again broke water. No 
sooner wore they sighted than the boats were after them, 
and shortly the harpooner was ordered to stand up. I 
could now hear the " choo'o, ehoo'o, choo'o," as they 
spouted from their hlow-holes. 

Fairly quivering with excitement, and turning round 
to get a good look, I suddenly received a tap alongside 
the bead from the mate at the stwnng oar, that caused 
me to see more stare than I ever imaginefl were made, 
with a quiet admonition that it was contrary to rules 
to turn the head to took, when pulling on to a whale. 

We were now right between two big whales, at least 
eighty barrels each. The boat being, in whaling parlance, 
"wood and bhw^k skin" i.e. the wood of the boat 
touching the skin of the whale, by reaching over I could 
have placed my hand upon one, when the mate shouted 
(0 lot him have ii. 
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The bo&t-stoerer, who ia the harpooner, became gallied 
(dazed or frightened) from some unflccoiintable reusoo. 
He was too close for darting, and instead of dri^nng, or 
flcttJng, hia iron into him solid, he drove it ut him, cutting 
hira down the side, but not fastening socurelj*. Catching 
up hli) second iron, he fairly pitch-puled it over him. 

It 18 a singular fact that, as soon as one whale in a 
school is struck, all the pest know it. In nn instiint there 
was not an earthquake, but a waterqUAke around us, a 
seething moss of white water, with heads, Sukes, nnd Gns 
in every direction. 

Supposing wc were fast, the mate roared, " To stern 
all! " and all the crew thinking the same, the order was 
obeyed with a will. In lees time than it takes to write 
it, the whole school, having become gallied, were oil 
to wind'ard, going " fin out," like mad. 

Whoa the mute discovered that Fred, the Portugueu 
boat-steerer, had missed his whole, he was furious, and 
acted for awbilo like an insane man. Catching up a 
paddle, he threw it nt Fred's head, nnd dnshing his hat 
into the bottom of Iho boat, jumped up and down upon 
it, in the meanwhile cursing him, and the whole boat's 
crew. Then, starting on another tack, the boat's head 
was turne<l, and we were ordered lo row to wiud'ard 
after the whales, the mate offering everj'thing he possessed, 
if we could only (jverliaiil the school. Standing there 
bareheaded, with one band on the steering oar, with the 
other he would set against my oar with a force that almost 
threw me over the tine-tub at each stroke, while the crew 
pulled OS if for their lives. But it was of no avail, and 
after an hour's hard work the school was about out of 
(light, and the ship nearly hull down. The boat's head 
was then pulled roimd, and, reluctantly, we returned on 
board, where poor Fred was " braken," and turned 
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forward among the crew. According to bis story, bo had 
only be«u righUwbaling, nod was accuatomcd to a long 
dart. The manner of approaching a right whale dilTers 
from that of going on to a sperm-whale: with the former 
you approach the fore shoulder, and, after fastening, 
back ofif, out of the way of his Hukcs, that he invariably 
sweeps from one side to the other, and n-oe betide the 
boat that gets within rench of that tail, bis fighting 
weapon. A dart with a harpoon is made from a distance 
of one to five fathoms. In the latter case, a sperm-whale 
fights with hts head, and rarely sweeps, but when struck 
with the iron, fans, i. t. raises his tail and brings bis 
Bukes down with a crack equal to ten thousand coacb* 
whips. In fastening, the boat is run by the corner of 
hts flukes, and alongside, and a dart nisdo from two or 
three fathoms' distance, but when Fred found himself 
to dow, he lost his bead. 

It was a bitter disappointment to the captain and 
officers, OS well as the crow, for if he bad fastened solid, 
probably evcrj- other Iwat would have fastened, also, 
as whore one whale is fast the school will bang around 
generally, ^ving each boat a chance, and we should have 
filled up the balance of our casks. The loss of these whales 
put Captain Turner, oQiocra and crew In bod humor, 
that cropped out on every occasion. What made it worse, 
wo did not raise another school of sperm-whales, not 
even a single one, although lookouts wore at both fore 
and main raaathcads. Nothing more than a few schools 
of blockfisb were sighted, wliich wo lowered for, and 
took enough oil to give us iiomc twenty barrels, at the 
eiqwnae of a stove boat. These blockfish are lively 
fellows, and sometimes give n lot of trouble. They are 
apt to breach out of water over a boat, and will run one 
for a short time at a lively gait. They yield, if Jn good 
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contUtion, from three to live barrels of oil, according to 
size, and, unless wlinles nre around, are ulways taken, 
aa the oil brings a good price. 

Thus two weeks passed, and no whales, while gloom 
hung o'er the ship, and life on the " Samuel Robertson " 
waa anything but " one glad sweet song." 

About this time, it waa discovered that our fore top- 
maat was badly sprung, and as our water casks needed 
Blling, ('aptain Turner decided to call in at Papetee, 
Otaheitc, get a spar for the carpenter to make into a 
fore topmast, and fill water. The ship, being but a short 
distance from the island, was headed for the port, and 
the following morning was off the reef with the town in 
sight, the hilla and mountains of Otaheite showing up 
grandly in the morning light and looking, now, so familiar 
to me. Passing through the passage in the reef, we canie 
to anchor off the town, with its white l^eaoh, cocoa palms 
waring, huts and houses peeping out from the orange 
groves, everything looking as I left it a few months l>efore. 

Captain Turner was afraid of desertion, and orders 
were given that no liberty on shore wouM Iw allowed. 
A picked boat's crew to carrj- Captain Turner back and 
forth were chosen, 1 Ijeing so fortunate 6» to he one of 
the number. Wc took him ashore each morning, returning 
at noon; again after dinner, remaining until nightfall, 
then returning on lionrd for the night. 

Native canoea were allowe<l alongside duriOK tJie day, 
while natives, male and female, swarmed over iJie ship, 
trading with the officers and crew, but when night fell 
they were ordered off. 

On the thiirl morning after our arrival, my chum, 
Jim Footc of Syracuse, N. Y., " turned up missing," 
having deserl^d during the night in some way, probably 
by one of the canoes, eluding the vigilance of the officen. 
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This desertion very much incenaerf Captain Turner, and 
a double watch was ordorcd, the officers sucoeedinn each 
other in turn. 

I bad fully mado up my mind to run away if opportunity 
offered, but not until the last night did I soo a chsuce. 
The port regulations were very strict, no sailors or officers 
of any ship bang allowed on nhom iittvr gun-firo at eight 
o'clock at night, without a special permit. Any one 
caught between that hour and guii-firc at 3 a. m. was 
picked up and locked in the calahoo-'ie. The native police 
(kikos) were on the alert for Jack, as it meant a reward. 
The beach was patrolled by French Roldiem until the 
monung gun. All tht^i made it pretty difficult to escape, 
but one thing wa^ in my favor. I had pickeil up the 
langua^, during my former visit here, and in Honolulu, 
and wan able to talk Kanaka like a native. 

The last day of the ship's stny was spent on shore by 
tiie boat's crew, and about dark, Captain Turner, having 
finished his buAine8.<i, came down to ^ on board. It was 
now about 8 p. m. ; all the canoes had left the ship, having 
been ordered off, save one which was lying under the 
fore channels, the owner, a hi); Kanaka, with his little 
wAyeiMc (girl), Ix'iiig down in the boat-stccrcr»' quarters, 
trading with them. Seeing the canoe, a thought that I 
might got ashore in her fliuhed across my mind, and 
slipping into the fo'c'ste, I pulled on an extra shirt, 
and returning, stood by the rail awaiting his coming. 
As he passed me I a'tked in low tones if he would take me 
ashore, and quickly comprehending the situation, he 
answered in the affirmative. Slipping tlirough the open 
port-hole and grasping a rope hanging over the side, I 
slid down into the canoe, lying flat in the bottom, and 
was followed in a moment by the whyerue and hinuclf. 
Cuting off, and seising his paddle, a few vigorous strokes 
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set hiiD clear from the ship, tind although the officers were 
watching as well as they could nee in the gathering dark> 
nes3, 1 waa unobserved, and knew that I -should not be 
missed until morning. Passing the guard-boat rowing 
about in the harbor, which came close to us, the guard 
speaking to the Kanaka, but failing to see me, we ran 
alongside suinc boutti luoored a stone's throw from the 
beach. The Kanaka having told me, on my way in, that 
I must itlip into one of these bouts and remain until he 
came for me, I acted on his iaitructiona, and rolled over 
into a xmatl rowboat and lay down to await bis coming, 
and ha\ing dropped asleep, waa awakened by a rubbing 
along the boat's side. Looking up, I saw my Kanalui 
standing in his canoe signing for silence and for ma to 
get in. 

A few strokes sent us to the beach. Leaving the boat 
drawn up a little, we crawled on our hands and knees, 
the native leading, up past the aeotry, wlio was sitting 
on the beach, with his musket iMside him, sound asleep. 
Having got a short distance post him, we arose to our 
foct, continuing on until we came to several huts, one of 
which, the roof partly off, was in a dilapidated condition, 
and nearly filled with leaves fallen from the grove in 
which it stood. Into this shelter I crept, and covered 
m)'sel[ with the leaves, the Kanaka telling me he would 
oome after gun-tiro, about 3 o'clock in the morning. 
Promptly on time ho mode his appeamnce, and, taking 
the lead and telling me to follow, be struck into a path 
loading to the hills. Two hours' briiik travel brought ua 
to an elevation, where we could look over the town, 
harbor, and reef. As far as the eye could reach were 
spread the shining blue waters of the Pacific. The view 
at this elevation was magnificent. Turning in from the 
path through a thicket of guava bushes, we emerged into 
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a be&utiful grove of orange and other trees. Here h« 
told me to stop, and he would go down and bring me up 
some food. 

As there wiui an abundance of fruit around, and it was 
not at all likely that I should remain long, thiit movement 
of his appeared singular, and the thought came to my 
mind that when he returned he would not be alone. 
No doubt a small reward would be offered for me, and, 
having hidden, he would know where to find me. In 
short, I felt that he was going to betray me, and give me 
up for the reward, and acting on this belief, I went a short 
distance nnd climbed a tre« having a very dcnae foliage, 
making openings through the lea%'e3 where I could com- 
mand a view of the path leading to the grove, as well as 
one looking over it. I then settled back, and awaited 
event«. 

Two hours passed, when, hearing voices, I glanced 
through the opening, and saw my Kanaka, accompanied 
by two French soldiers, coming up the path. Leaving 
them outside, he entered ulonc, and not »eeiiig me, 
called softly, but recoi\'ing no response, finally called 
them in. Beating the bushes, they hunted everywhere, 
but at last came to the conclusion that 1 bad vacated 
my quarters, for some reason, and giving up the search, 
returned to town. 

After becoming autUficd that they hud gone for good, 
I descended from the tree, nnd struck into another 
path that brought mc out on the ecaward side of Point 
Venufl. Here. hi<lden in the bunhea, I could see the ship 
lying outride tlio reef, with her main topsail aback, 
which meant that Captain Turner was still on shore, 
waiting for mo to )x> brought to the boat and taken on 
board, and I inwanlly chuckled to think that the 
" Samuel Robertson " would not have me tins timet 
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At last tbo boat wcnl on board, uid the ship GUed 
away. 1 watphed her until she was hull down, and then, 
feeling that the chancoa were vcr>' Gtoall that she would 
rotum, I left my hidin^'place and walked boldly into th« 
town, and turning inlo the American consul's store, I 
accosted the cu[>taiu of the barque " deorge," of Stoning- 
ton, Conn., U. & A., a whaler, t«lling him, frankly, I 
had dfeicrt«d from the ship " Samuel Rolwrtson," and 
asking tf he would ship me. 

After being badgered nwhilo, I signed the articles for 
ten dollars a month, and to help take oil if we saw whales, 
instead of a regular lay, as the barque was bound home 
around the Cape, but would lower for whales if we saw 
any. 

The " George " had been out forty-eeven months, 
having hud v'cry poor luck, only about twelve hundred 
barrels of oil, and most of that a poor quality taken in 
Magdalcna Bay, California. She was short-haEidcd, only 
four of her original ship's company that left home remain- 
ioR by her. 

Having received my advance ($10), I starte<l for the 
beach, but had not proceeded far when I was arrested M 
a runaway from the " Samuel Robertson," so, instead of 
landing on the " George " in a half-hour, I found myself 
an inmate of the calaboose in company with my chum 
Jim Foote, who van picked up an hour before. 

The following morning Captain George Taber, finding 
I had not gone on board, came to look roe up. This was 
fortunate for Jim, as the captain not only obtained my 
release, but his also, shipping him as one of the crew of 
the " George." We had taken our departure from duress 
almost famished, I having had nothing but fruit for two 
days and Jim for about a week. So we made a line for a 
restaurant just oB the bench kept by a Prcnchmaa and 
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largely palronized by the oflicers of the men-of-war 
and csptaios of vessels in port. 

With my month's aclvance in my pocket, we entered 
boldly, signifying to the garpm in Kanaka, — not being 
well up in French, — that we wished dinner for two. 
Our appearance was against ua, and the garfon viewed 
us with suspicion, but the jingle of the silver dollars set 
everything tight, — and such a dinner! Cleaning off 
every dish that was brought on, we finished two bottles 
of wine with our repast, then lay back in our cbaira, 
exiling for the best cigars, and finally, as the day waa 
waning, the bill. It was brought. Psissing over the 
items, we giftnoed at the sum total, forty-five francs, — 
my whole month's advance, with the exception of five 
fnuies, that we mugnanimoiuly hiuided the waiter, who 
bowed us out, salaaming to the floor, and we went on 
board without a cent, but full and happy. 

The memory of tbut dinner lingcnxl with jis many 
weeks. 

With the exception of one whale, we took no more oil. 
We were ver>' short-provisioned, and the desire seemed 
to bo more to get home than to see whales. We made a 
favorable run around Cape Horn and were again in the 
south Atlantic. Our provisions were getting very short 
indeed, when we were fortunate in speaking the ship 
" Murtha " of Newport, R. I., aliw a whaler, and pro- 
curing from her two ca»ks of bread, with other stores, 
but no tobacco. We wore all out of tobacco, and on our 
arrival at Stonington had been without over a month, 
and every user of the weed knows what that means. 
We had procured n plug for each man from a schooner, 
the day before we made port, and from that lime all 
band.i were chewing away for dear life. 

Taking a pilot, wo entered the port of Stonington, 
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when the following day all wlio had shipped id the Islanda 
were paid off, myself among the number. Paying no heed 
to flattering inducemeots held out to me to proceed to 
New Betlford and join the ship " Betsey Williams," just 
fitting out for a three years' cruiae in the Pacific — having 
had all I wanted of whaling — I took the train for Bos- 
ton, where I joined the barque " "nijcrins," Captain BUisba 
Foster, bound for San Francisco and the gold fields. 
This was in the rush of '49. 

Our crew was shipped for S13 advance, and S2 per 
month; it being stipulated in the articles that the crew 
should discbarge the cargo in San Francisco, at the going 
rate of wages at ttutt port. 





CHAPTER IX 
IS49-!8A0 



SAN rRANCieCO. — ASTORIA. — PORTLAKD. — GEXCINB 
RKDUEN 

Saiunq from Boston in November, 1849, we experi« 
•Deed a fine run off the coast. Th« westerly windo pre- 
vailinf; were not long in running our easting down, and 
wc could head south for the trade winds. 

Our crew num)>ercd fonrtecn for'artl, wliieb. mlh 
captain and after guard, made a total of twenty, all told. 
Ten days out iniianity developed in John Williston, one 
of the crew, which caused no end of trouble. 

A sailor from Gay Hcnd, Mitrthii'4 Vineyard, of the 
name of Charles, had been a shipmate of John's, and 
knew of these attaclcs, but had not mentioned it. The 
dtscox'ery waa made thus; John had been »ick, and 
eoafined to his berth two days. Coming from the wheel 
the second day, I passed the mr>ml)crs of the wntch getting 
their eupper on deck, and deswnded the fo'c'sle ladder 
to get rn>' pot, pan and spoon in order to join them. 
SeourinK these, I woa about mounting the steps, when 
tbeie caine from John's bunk one of thi! moat unearthly 
groans I ever heard. Thinking he must be in great pain, 
I stepped to the berth, and asked him how he felt. Receiv- 
ing no reply, 1 placed my hand upon his shoulder, when 
like a Bash he turned upon mo with a demoniacal glare 
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in bis eyes. His look was enough to freeze one's blood 
and in an instant I realized I was alone with a powerful 
maniac, endowed with the full use of all his limbs, and 
possessing at least live times his natural strength. I 
turned to escape by the companionway, but with a roar 
like a wild beast ho sprang to the fo'c'sle deck, making 
for me ere I fiould reach the foot of the ladder. The big 
oak bitta came through the centre of the fo'c'sle, and 
around these 1 sprang, followed by John, who waa as 
nimble as a eat. Finally, on the fourth or fifth round, 
he caught hi.t foot in the l)ei>ket of the bread-barge and 
fell, I reached the companion ladder with a bound, 
and was part ways up, when he grasped my foot, but a 
vigorous kick in the head with the other foot caused him 
to loosen his hold and fall back into the fo'c'sle, where, 
seizing the barge in one hand, he started in, smashing 
everything in general, .\t that moment Charles, his 
former shipmate, came from the whoi^, and looking down, 
exclaimed: 

" My Godl John's got his fits againi " adding. " He 
must be secured. He'll kill all hands if he geta out of 
the fo'c'sle." 

As only one man could go down at a time, it waa 
apparent that the tirat one would have anything but a 
picnic before the others could assist him, but something 
must be done, for John vrss crciiting havoc among the 
chesta and berths, and the carpenter, a big man, volun- 
teered. Sprin^ng into the fo'c'sle, he grappled the 
madman, and for a couple of minutes poor " Chips " 
waa knocked around like a shuttlecock, and until we 
could get down and overpower him by force of numbers. 
Then, huving bound him bo he could do no damage, we 
let him lie while Charles enlightened us. It seems that 
these attacks would come on daily for several weeks. 
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then every other dsy, finally every third day for ten days 
or a fortnight, and then pass tiway entirely. He would 
have no more iinlc:<» som<; fil of ptission, or other reason, 
caused a return. The worst feature was that when he 
felt them coming on he would conceal the fact, and 
before we were aware of it, he would be a raving iiinniaCi 
with a desire to kill some one, so it became necessary to 
keep a very careful watch upon him, so as to ha^■e him 
coulined in lime in a stniit-jacket and frapped down 
on a four-inch plank, some seven feet long, with a row of 
holes boxed on each side, through which ratline stuff 
was passed, making a complete lacework over him. 
Even bound thua, he would grip with hi» to<M anything 
coming in contact with his feet, while a rope snung by 
hia face he would .'»nnp with im teoth in the most vicious 
manner. It was much feared, he would have an attack at 
night, and get hold of a hand-spiko or knife, in which 
case he would probably have had to lie shot. Wlien he 
came out of these attacks, he would be as weak and almost 
as helpless as a kitten for about two hours, after which 
he would recover his strength, and bo as well as uny 
one until the attacks came on again. They would last from 
one to two hours. Refora we reached Cape Horn the fits 
passed away entirely, but they coat us many a scare, 
and kept all hands on the qui rive for nearly two months. 

Just before suling from Boston a week of ver)' severe 
eold weather wag experienced, sod on breaking out stores 
when we got part wa>-s to the equator, it was found thai 
twenty-five barrels of potatoes hud to be thrown over- 
I)Oard, having l>e«n froxen while being taken on board- 
It was a kocn loss, as we had counted on potatoes for a 
long lime. 

On the equator we spoke an English ship bound frotn 
Sydney, N. 8. W., to London, and it being nearly calm, 
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the captains visited «ach other, and some of the pasaengera 
of the Englisbman wishing to go to C&Ufornia, Cuptuin 
Foster got two men from her. They were good, able 
seamen, and ou John's account wc were glad to hav« 
them. We made a good run to Cape Horn, with fifteen 
days of stormy gales off the Cape, and we were again in 
the south Pacific. 

Passing the belt of S. H. and N. B. trades, nothing of 
DOt« occurred until we arrived off the heads of San Fran- 
cisco. 

Sighting the Farralones, a cluster of small, rocky 
islands, in the morning, we took a pilot on board, and 
entering the Qolden Gate, we passed up the bay. coming 
to an anchor among a fleet of shipping of all nAiionalltie-i, 
one hundred and forty-five daj-s from Boston. 

Glorious Culifoniia! Et Dorado of ibo Pacific slopet. 
What succcRsea, struggles and hardships have you wit-- 
ncsscd in the mad rusli for gold during the early days, 
after the discovery of the vast amount of mineral wealth 
within thy borders had been miide known to the world, 
and the Golden Gate of thy magnifioont bay was opened 
wide to young and old, rich and poor alike, sturdy adven- 
turers from every land, bidding them welcome to a 
participation in the treasures to be harvested from thy 
rivers, streams, and mountains! 

Such a gathering could onlj' be found in Sau Francisco 
during these early days of '-19 and '50. One met very 
few old men in the city streets, but young to middle-aged, 
full of life, brawn and rauBcle. eager, and all dominated 
by one thought, in the wild headlong scramble for wealth: 
Qoldt Goldt Gold! 

Although our crew had shipped to discharge the cargo, 
all hands except the captain and mat« u'cnt ashore the 
following morning, landing at Clark's Point. 
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^M Wending my way up the hil), I was so fortunate as 
^M to meet a " Marbleh«a(Icr " I knew well, who, after a 
^ hearty handshake, informed me that I would find a 
restaurant just over the liUI kept by a townsman, 
Mr. Benjamin Dixey, adding. " You will find all the 
' Marblohcadera ' there, and get all the news." 

For a few momenta after I had entered the restaurant 
it seemed as if I had struck the old town again. Here 
I obtained all the newA about the mines, who had ftflne, 
cost of outfit, what townsmen were in port, and general 
information upon other mattere, then I started for the 
ship to get my sea che«!t, whicli had been left on board. 
Half way down the hill by the roadside stood a ahanty 
built of rough boards and canvas, with a sign over the 
door bearing the name of one of the swell hotels of New 
York City, *' Delmonico's." 

Stopping a moment to glance inside, I noticed a young 
man in a red shirt, standing in the doorway, looking 
intently at me. 

" Why, Jack! " he suddenly burst out with, " where 
in thunder did you spring from? " 

It dawned upon me in a moment, it was my old school- 
mate and chum, Ambrose Allen, whom I had not seen 
since my first voyage. 

Mutual congratulations and comparing of note^ occu- 
pied the next hour, at the end of which it was agreed 
that I should stop them, at the ahanty, — hotel, I mean. 
The terms were $^ per week, plenty to eat if one wu not 
too fastidious, and a good bimlc to sleep in; what more 
would one wish? Of course the bar made it a little noisy, 
and a free ftght, now and then, made everj-lhing exciting 
and lively. Although about every man carried a revolver, 
nr aome weapon, ihoy were seldom resorted t«. Eaeh 
man knew bis exponent was armed, and the drawing of 
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a knife or gun waa the signal for a battle to tlie dcAth, 
or at least severe woim<iiag. Men would hesitate before 
being killed or perhaps permanently disabled for any 
small quarrel, and gpneroliy settled the matter with fists. 

My chum said if I did not find anything to do in a few 
dayH, be would speak to Capt. William Stacey, his pro- 
spective fftther-in-Iaw, and get nie work on board lil* 
ship 03 cook at $200 per month, until we should make 
up our minds what we would do, whether to go to the 
mioea or not. 

I worked on shore at odd jobs for a n-eck, but not 
having money to purchase an outfit, I abandoned tiie 
idea of gold digging. My ehum got his discharge, his pay 
amounting to quite a sum, and we fell in with a Marble- 
bead captain (Captain Hector Dixey), who waa in com- 
mand of a small schooner named " Eagle," between 80 
and 00 tons burChen, that hod come out in '49 during the 
excitetoeat and waa then owned by Dunbar & Co., mer- 
chaota in San Francisco. She was bound to Portland, 
Oregon, with freight ami passengerH, who were going to 
take up land ofl'ered by the United States government. 
To oneourage settlers the government was for a short 
time giving out grants of 320 acres of land to one person, 
or it twu, CIO acres, as a homestead to all who would settle 
on it and Improve the land. A great many from San 
Prandsco availed themselves of this offer. Picking up 
ftootber " Marblehcader " (William Swaaey), who acted 
in the capacity of mute, and four others whose scquaint- 
anoe we bad made, one acting as cook, we shipped for 
t to Portland, wages 1100 per month. Sailor* were 
;o get, at this time, e\'en for short trips, and wages 
SIOO to SloO per month, high wages for Jack, 
was mora thim balanced by the high cost of 
fthing on shore. A sailor, or any one who could turn 
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his band t« anything tbut came along, although not an 
expert, could alwa}m command high pay; while on ship- 
board, food coating noUiing, SlOO a month was very good. 
Jack in San Francisco, in theae days, was a very inde- 
pendent character, who dictated his own terms. 

Sailing from the bay, we encotintered head winds and 
fogB, and two weeks passed before we arrived off the 
mouth of the Columbia River. We crossed the bar a [ittlo 
after lioon, and arrived at Astoria, fifteen miles inside, 
before sunset. 

Astoria, named for John Jacob Astor, of New York, 
had been until recently the trading post of the old Hud- 
son Bay Fur Company, which had removed to Vancouver's 
Island. It contained unc little Trame house, a few log 
huts, and the fort of the old trading company. 

The forest extended to the beach. Save a few whites, 
the inhabitants were Indiana, genuine rod men of the 
forest, but fast disappearing before the onward march <A 
civilization. 

" MHiore Mwam L)i« Bc|ua<r'* llt;bt birch cmoe, 
Tbo aMunar nmokM and rtT««, 
WUlle city lou lire naked aad aold, 
Above old Indiw) srkve*,'' 



Sickness, diseases of the white man that they knew 
not how to treat, want decimating their numbers, and 
our pilot pointed out a neck of land on which he said there 
were over a thousand Indians only a year before, but 
now, not one, almost all having been swept off by small- 
pox and other forma of diKcase, while those who had not 
died had moved away from the stricken spot. 

Sailini; up the Columbia, wc passed Cuflin Rock on 
the right. This was a large, flat rock or small island, 
which was used as a burial place for the InUioos. It was 



86 



OCEAN LIFE 



GOTered ^tb canooa, each containing the corpse of an 
Indiftn, with hia impletnenla of war, bow, arrows, pot- 
tery, etc. It had been burnt off by the whltca, and tho 
pilot SAtd would be again, when the Indians would no 
doubt abandon it as a place for burial. 

A singular rock stood near the middle of the river, 
rising like a shaft from the bed of the stream to a height 
of forty or fifty feet above the surface, perpendicular on 
all sides, with shrubs growing on the top. The scenery 
was uiagiiiricent. The river bunks, rising from the water'i 
edge hundreds of feet ia height, wore cron-nod with giant 
pines, extentbng hcavcnwnrd a hundred and fifty feet 
or more, while each turn and bend of the river opened up 
new beauties, which at night, under a full moon, formed 
a picture long to be remembered. 

Entering the mouth of the Willamett*. we arrived at 
Portland City, making fast under the bank. 

Portland, at this time, was a city only in name. The 
site was laid out, but tlie viigin forest.-* extended nearly 
to the river's banks, which were from thirty to fifty feet 
above the stream. The trees had been felled, and the 
ground cleared for five or six hundre<l yards back from 
the river's bank, but the stumps were standing in every 
direction. There were a dotcn or more log houses, no 
street.'*, and one small frame buililing only, which served 
as a general store for whites and Indians. 

After landing passengers and freight, the fo'c'sle hands 
became restless, and having had a difference with Mr. 
SwOBey, the mate, we left in a body, rented a log house, 
and settled down to onjoy life on shore. I employed, to 
cook for us, the cook of a barque who hn<l been left on 
shore sick but had now recovered. We lacked nothing 
fo the food line, for we had laid in a liberal stock of pro- 
visions at the store; also guns and ammunition, for the 
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river WM alive with game, — ducks and gocsc, — nnd it« 
waters were teemingwith 6ah, ihelinest salmon being daily 
HpGan-d by the Indians at tbo falls just above tbo city. 

Here we remained, leading a sort of noniad life, for 
a month, until, tiring of its monotony, we shipped on the 
barque " Susan Drew," Captain Drew, for " Frisco." 

No men being obtainable in the port for the voyage, 
we aaked and received two hundred dollars per month, 
with the contract to discharge the cargo at the same 
wageit. 

A short, pleasant run brought us again to port in San 
Francisco, where two weeks were used up in dischorging 
the cargo of round timber, after which we took our dis- 
ohorge from the vessel. 

Some two months were spent in port, most of the time 
working on board e^hips in the harbor at big pay. 

September 9, 1850, California wu« admitted into the 
Union, the SIst State. It was a gala day, and was cele- 
brated with all the (dot that could be contributed by 
brass bands, parades, burning of powder, and firing of 
cannon, with illuminHtions and fireworks at night. Every 
one entered into the spirit of the occasion and the whole 
affair was voted a grand success. 

We were now pretty well in funds, and as everything 
was so high in San Francisco, It was agreed upon by the 
six of us to take a run to Valparaiso, S. A., ha^-e a general 
good time, as wc looked upon il in those days, then return 
to San I'Vanciaco and make a lot more money. 

Looking back through the vista of years, I can now 
nee how fooliah and impro%'ident was the course we were 
punuing, but I can only say that we were like thousands 
of other sailors, living only for the day and hour, with no 
thought of the morrow, or of laying up our earnings 
against the time of need. 
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Shipping on the barque " Zing&ri," of Salem, Mass., 
Captain Eaton, we dropped down the bay, and crossed 
the bar, bidding adieu to the Golden Gate, for a few 
monttis, as we then supposed, I little dreaming it would 
be ten or twelve years before I again passed its portals, 
and then as captun of a fine ship. 

Discharging our pilot, we shaped our course south. 




CHAPTER X 
1850 - 1851 



I 




CHILE AND PERU. — ITALY. — COTTON - SCREWING AND 
"chanties" on new ORLEANS LEVEBS 

ArTRR A plcnsAnt run of six weeks with nothing of 
note occurring, we entered the spacious harbor of Val- 
paraiso, a fine bay, but open to the " northers," which 
at timea blow with great violence, and cauae a heavy 
sea, or ground-swell, making communication between 
the ship and shore difficult, and at timc^ dangerous. 
The holding ground is good, however, and unleaa a ship 
breaks from her anchorage, disasters seldom occur. 

The view of the city and aurrounding hilts, from the 
bay, is very fine. 

Aa we had only shipped for the nin to Valparaiso, wc 
were discharged the following day, taking up our quarters 
at a boarding' ho use bearing the cognomen of " The Old 
House at Home," at the foot of the " Main Top Hill," 
BO called. Here we remained for several weeks, until, 
our funds getting low, we sought an opportunity of 
returning to California, but found this no easy matter, 

Wc worked on board ships in the bay for a month, and 
finding no chance of returning lo San Francisco, we 
skipped on a largo centreboard schooner, cnlled the 
" Swah," flying the Chilian flag, for a trip down the 
oo««t tod return to Valparniso. The cargo consisted of 
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provigionn and mining supplies for the ports of Coquimbo, 
Huosco, Copiapo, Cobija, Chile, and Iqtiiqui and Arica in 
Peru. 

Wo landed our cargo on the beach with boats, most 
of the ports being nothing but an open roadstead. The 
surf was high, at titn^, rendering landing with an open 
boat a tickiiflh and frequently a dangerous undcrtuking, 
but with groat care our cargo was all gotten on shore 
safely. 

On the eastern side rain is abundant, but along this 
pari of the coast rain never falls; the high peaks of the 
Andes forming a watershed that draws every drop of 
moisture from the clouds passing over. There are heavy 
dews at night. There is no vegetation, no drinking-water, 
except that distilled from the salt water at the works 
that supply the inhabitants. The town wore a dry and 
arid look. Earthquakes tire of frequent occurrence. 
We experienced many shocks while at Valparaiso, some 
very severe, shaking down a number of dwellings, but 
we became so accustomed to them that they occasioned 
no alarm unless of very unusual severity. 

We returned to Valparaiso, after five weeks absence, 
and finding no opportunity of going back to California, 
we shipped on the barque " Antelope," Captain Zenas 
Crosby, bound for Coquimbo, Chile, to load skins and 
pig copper for New York, The cargo was taken on 
board and stowed by the crew. It was hard, back- 
breaking work, carr>'ing the big rough pigs of copper 
with their jagged edges, — some weighing a hundred 
pounds or more, — from one part of the hold to another. 

It was not stowed in a solid mass, but first dunnage, 
consisting of planks, then a layer of piga, — not close 
together, but a foot apart, — then a layer of bales of 
skina over all, and on top of these another layer of pigs, 
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&nd so on, in alternate layers, uotil the lading was com- 
pleted. Although it was a heavy cargo, tlie manner of 
Btowing made it springy. 

Sundays we had liberty, one watch at a time, and 
embraced the opportunity of vialting the city of Coquimbo, 
^tunt«d alwut nine miles from the port or roadstead, 
and hiring horses with saddles, for a doUur each, we set 
out on the gallop over a good road. The day was bright 
with suDshine, a fine brtuk brcexo blowing, an ideal day 
for hora^aek riding. Being a fair horseman, I thoroughly 
enjoyed it, but several of my companiomi cut but a sony 
figure on horseback, and several tumblp.s w(^T« the conse- 
quence, but no serious mishap. Arriving at the city, wo 
rode around awhile, but found not a great deal to interest 
us, streets not over clean, low flat-roofed bouses, one and 
two story, and a strong odor of gariic pervading the 
Atmosphere everywhere. We visited a few of the churches, 
after n-hich we purch:i»od Homo delicious white grapes 
and other fruits, for luncheon, while our horses rested, 
and again mounting, arrived at the port just at sunset, 
having greatly enjoyed the trip. 

Our lading completed, all was made ready for sea. It 
was now near midwinter in the southern hemisphere, 
and anticipating severe weather rounding Cape Horn, 
our best sails were Ixtnt, and running gear carefully looked 
after. We sailed from Coquimbo with a strong northeriy 
wind, and passed the latitude of Cape Horn in t«n or 
twelve days from port, when, taking a xtrong, westerly 
gale, we scudded past under a closo-rocfcd main topsail, 
and reefed foresail, with a fearful sea sweeping after, 
every wave having a most ominous look as it rose high 
above the taffrail, but our good barque seemed to realise 
the danger, and rose to each mountain of water as light 
and graceful as a bird. Squalls of snow and ball, beating 
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Although not seriously injured, I lay there, stunned, 
the breath being about knocked out of tay body, and 
picking mc up, the wiitch carried mo into the cabin, 
where I booq recovered my wind. Captain Crosby, 
after an examination, finding no bones broken, and 
nothing worse than a severe shaking up, adroiniRlered to 
me a stiff gla!« of brandy, and 1 reaunicd my watch on 
deck, though feeling the effects in a general sorene^ for 
days after. 

Having passed tJie Horn and rounded Staten Land, 
ve sped on with favorable gales under all the canvaa 
the " Antelope " could carry, towards the belt of S. E. 
trades, and cros.iing the equator, and entering the N. E. 
tradea, passing the Windward Islands, Bermuda, Cape 
Hatt«ra.<, and the Gulf Stream, struck iwundin^ on 
Yankee land once more, and taking a pilot ofT Bamegat 
Light, the " Antelope " arrived safely at Sew York, 
without tht' ]i)!is of a Mil, apar, or man, oigbty-two days 
from Coquimlw. 

Wo were |>aid off the following day, and my clium 
Ambrose Allen and I parted from our ahipmates and 
look the stenmer that night for Newport aiid Fall River, 
thence by rail to Boston and Marblebead, where we 
received a warm welcome from our friend-i. 

This voyage ended the seagoing experience of my 
schoolmate. His father wished him to go into business 
with him on shore, so Ambrose abandoned the aea. Be 
waji a loyal, staunch friend through life. He married the 
sweetheart of his boyhood days, a lov-ely girl, and when 
at Iwme from my voyages in after years, we spent many 
happy hours at his house or at his store, recalling our 
early experienoca in Califomia, or along the PariGe 
coast. 

After a short stay on ahore, I shipped on the Uarqua 
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" Kepler," for a voya^ to the Mediterranean, with a 
cargo of naval stores for the port o( Spczzia, Italy, at 
that time a naval rendezvous for our fleet in Mediter- 
ranean waters. A pleasant run brought us to the Strait 
of Gibraltar, through which we paanecl in dayliftht, hav- 
ing a fine \iev of the Spanish coast with the island 
and light-house of Tarifa, and th« mountwns of 
Spain, while on the south towered the giant peaks of 
the African shore, «uding with the high ijluff prom- 
ontory of Cape Spartel, marking the western entrance 
of the straits, and Gibrnltur standing hke a giant 
sentinel guarding the eastern entrance. We sailed past 
Malaga, and the sunny shores of Spain with its moun- 
tains in the background, past Cape de Gntft and the 
Balearic Islands, and crossing the Gulf of Genoa, entered 
the port of Spestzia, passing between an island on our 
right and the mainland, a narrow channel through which 
a strong tid? ran. 

Having discharged our cargo at the government dock, 
the " Kepler " sailed in ballast for Palermo, Sicily, to 
kind fruit for Boston. A run of a few days brought u^ 
to that port, and drawing in under the high land, the 
strong gusts from off the hill!< obliged us to take in our 
kites in a hurry, but once around the long mole, we were 
in ft fine harbor sheltered from all winds. 

Off this port will be seen in the illustration the barque 
" Coroelia L. Bevan," owned by Isaac Jeanes of Phila- 
delphia. It is copied, by courtesy of Mr. Joseph Y. 
Joancs, son of the owner, from a painting made at Palermo 
and is a goo<l specimen of a Baltimore clipper of sixtjr 
years ago. She was built in that city in 1847, for 
Mediterranean trade, although she did make a \ 
to San Francisco and back. Her rfimensio 
registered tonnage, 330; length 108 feet; bf 
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»7 inches; depth of hold 13 feet, 3 incties; square stern and 
femsle 6^rehead. 

Sicily is A large island, n-ith an urea of nine thousand 
nine hundred and tbirty-dx aquare mile.<i, lying off the 
southern and western end of Italy, and belonging to 

I that government. A fine view ot Mt. ^tna can be 
obtained from the harbor, towering high above the rest 
of the island, with an elevation of a little upwards of ten 
thousand inght hundred feet. The day after our arrival, 
it8 BUramit was white with fresh snow that had fallen 
during the night, presenting a beautiful appearance in 
the sunlight, contrasted with the vivid green farther 
down the slope of the mountain. Palermo and Messina 
are the principal ports, from which large shipments of 
fruit, principally oranges and lomoiu, are made to London 
and liverpool, as well as the United States. Trapnni, 
on the northwestern end of the inland, bt also a great 
shipping port for salt brought from Afanula. where there 
are exten.tive salt-pans, the salt being heaped in great 
mounds resembling snow-drifts when viewed from ttio 

I water with the sun shining on them. 
Having completed our lading, — orangw and lemons, 
— the "Kepler" took her departure from Palermo, 
and after a quick run from Gibraltar with a fair passage 
of thirty-six days across, — not bad in the month of 
Fobruar)', — we took a pilot, and were shortly fast along- 
side Central Wharf, Boston, where tlio crew wen paid 
off. 

I made n run to New Orleans on the barque " Ionia," 
and then joined the ship " Qovemor Davis " of " Train's 
White Diamond Lino." We loaded cotton for Liverpool, 
and returned to Boston with emigrants, some three 
hundred in t)ie steerage. Very rough weather was 
experienced on this pai-iage over, ii>d the passengers 
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Buffered accordingly. Gale succeeded gale, with a frightful 
8ca, and it was nece8s»rv to keep the powengers below, 
with batches on, for daya at a time. When they were 
removed the men were sent below with buckets of tar 
and red hot irona plunged in them to fumigate the hold 
and 1)etween-dccke. Two deaths occurred and one 
passenger had his leg broken by a cask breaking away 
in a gale. With the record of sixty-eight days from Liver- 
pool, we anchored in Lighthouse Channel, Boston, badly 
iced up, with crew frost-bitten and thoroughly fagged 
out. 

From the " Governor DavLo " I went to the " Tirrell," 
a large ship, commanded by Captain Thomas Hyler, 
lu third mate, and miwic another voyage to Liverpool, 
returning to Boston with four hundred and twenty 
emigrants. This was itnother long, hard passage. We 
bad heavy gales, with plenty of snow and hail squalls, 
with high seofi. Sixty days was our record this time, 
between Liverpool and Boston. 

I left the " Tirrell " in Boston, and having had enough 
of western ocean winter voyages, I signed the articles of 
the ship " Emperor," Captain Knott Pedrick, as third 
mate, bound to New Orleans. Tlie " Emperor" was a 
ship of seven hundred tons burthen, having fine accom- 
modations for cabin pit'^scngers. Soiling from Boston in 
ballast, we arrived safely, and loaded cotton for Havre, 
France. 

New Orleans, at this lime, wa.'* the great shipping 
port of the South for exporting cotton to Europe, although 
Ktohile, Savannah and Charicston also shipped great 
quantities. 

In the wintor months, all along the levees at New 
Orleans lay tiers of shipping of all nationalities, loading 
cotton for the northern ports of the United States, as 
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ell as th« vurious porU of Europe. The river front is 
shaped like a crescent, and from this fact New Orleans 
takM its name of the " Crracent City." For miles along 
the bank.<<, or levees, extends the shipping, lying in tiers, 
loading cotton, staves, or tobacco, but principally cotton. 
The balai were rolled from the levee by the stevedores' 
gangs, generally roiiBlaboiit diirkics, up the staging, and 
tumbled on deck and down the hold, where they were 
received by gangs of cotton-scr«wcra. thero being as 
many gangs in the chip's hold as could work to advantage. 
The bales were placed in tiers, and when they would 
apparently hold no more, with the aid of planks and 
powerful cotton-screws, several bales would be driven in 
where it would appear to a novice impossible to put one. 

Four men to a screw constituted a gang, and It was a 
point of honor to screw as many bales in a ship's hold aa 
eould possibly be crammed in, and in some cases even 
springing the decks upwards, such a power was given by 
the screw. All this work vttm accnmpntiinl by a song, 
often improvised and sung by the " eharUie " man, the 
chonis being taken up by th« rest of the gang. Each 
gang possessed a good " chantie " singer, with a line voice. 
The chorus would come in witli a vim, and every pound 
in the muscles of the gang would be thrown into the 
handle-bara of the cotton-screws, and a bale of cotton 
would be driven in where there appeared to be but a 
few incites of space. 

The songs or " chatUiea " from hundreds of these gangs 
of cotton-screwers could bo heard all along the river 
front, day after day, making the levees of New Orleans 
a lively spot. As the business of cotton-ecrewing was 
dull during the summer months, the majority of the 
gangs, allying good sailore, shipped on some vessel 
that was bound to some port in Europe (o paas the heated 
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term and escape the " yellow Jack," whieh vas prevalent 
Bt that seaaon. When they returned in the fall they 
oould command high wAg^ at ROttoti-screwing on ship* 
board. Some would go to northern ports, but generally 
the autumn found them all back, ready for their winter's 
work. 

" Chanlie " «ng!ng was not conlincd to the gangs of 
cotton Bcrewers. In the days of the old Balling ehipa 
almost all the work on shipboard was nccompAiiied by 
a aong or " chantie." My old fiiend Captain George 
Ueacom, of Beverly, nephew of my old commander. 
Captain Edward Heacom of the ship " Brutus," in an 
able article in the Boston Trat\scrip(, says in regard to 
the old time chanlie songs: 

" nfty years ago, in my early sea life, when the 
American merchant marine was at iU zenith, and the 
deep-water clipper sailing ship carried the broom at its 
masthead, no Srat-claas well-appointed sailing ship would 
think of shipping its crew n-ithout having at least one 
good ' chantie man ' among them. For with the old- 
style hand-brake windlass for getting the anchors, the 
heavy, single topsails and courees to handle, it was 
neoessar}', in order to secure the combined power of the 
men, that unison of effort should be made, especially 
while heaving up the anchor, mastheading the top.suil3, 
getting the tacks of the ooursee aboard and the sheets 
aft, or pumping ship, and this could better be well done 
by the assistance of a good ' chantie ' aong. With twenty- 
five or thirty men's ofTorts worked as a unit, this great, 
combined power would be sure to bring desired results 
in all heavy work. Noticing an article recently pub- 
lished, the writer said, ' I have paAsed many miserable 
hours pumping out leaks from wooden ships, but I waa 
never so fortunate 6S to hear a pumping charUie.' 
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" In my early da>'8 of sea iife ships were driven hard, 
and sail carried od the vessel to the utmost limit, that 
quick passages might be made, with the result that the 
vessel often being strained, — it not being uncommon 
for the whole body structure of the ship to quiver, — 
would leak considerably, and in order to keep her cargo 
from being daniiigod, it would be necessary to pump the 
water out of the vessel at stated periods, and at these 
time:! the pumping 'chaniic' song cntne In place and 
served its purpose admirably. Among these songs were 
tbe following: 

"'Mobile Bat 
" • Ww* you ever down in Mobile Bay, 

JohuDie, coDW t«ll us ami pucip sway. 
A-«CTe«ruig colton by ihc day, 

Johimie, com^ tell u* mid pump away, 
Aye, aye, puinp away, 
J<ihn&i«, oomp t<dt <m and pump away,' cte. 

'■'Flan Dow* Beunr 

*■ ' Fin Id the plley, &n In th« bouse, 
Fin in tbc beef kid. soordiing mmuk; 
Fit*, fin, fire down below; fetch a bucket of walar. 
Fire down below,' etc 

"'Okk Mors Dat i^r Joimxni 
*' ' Ooly one man day for Johnnie, 

Only o«M more dayr 
Ob, rook and roll me over, 

Only one more day," etc. 

" All of the named ' chantiea ' the writer of this ones 
took pride in singing as n ehanlie man when l^efore the 
mast as a sailor, and, in luter yeara, after becoming an 
officer and c«pt«in, be found thai the early acquisition 
waa valuable as a critic of good ' ehantie ' alnging, and 
although nioro Uian one half of a century has pMned, y^ 
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the old ' chaniie ' soag will start the blood tiDgling with 
the vim of the days of yore." 

The phrasB " carriod the broom at its maathead," 
in Captain Meacona'H letter, is a reference to a custom 
of the old Dutch ships, signifying their ability to sweep 
the aeas. 

Ships were constantly eonung and going, the great 
tows nightly leaving for their long journey down the 
Misaiasippi to the sea, or rather to the bar, for it was a 
problem whether a ship, after arriving at the mouth of 
the river, would be able, if she drew much water, to cross 
the bar, and I have known ships to be weeks aground 
before the powerful tugboats could drag them through 
the mud, three or more tugs often being hitched on to 
one ship. All this has been changed since Eads com- 
pleted his jetties, deepening the channel so that ships of 
heavy draft ent«r and leave without trouble. 

The " Emperor," being loaded, left the city at eight p. m. 
in tow of the tugboat, and arrivetl at the bar the following 
morning. Here, finding a high stage of water, we crossed 
without difficulty, and proceeded down the Gulf of Mexico, 
en route for Havre, France. The " Emperor " carried 
three passengera, a lady, child and servant. 

After a pleasant passage of forty-six days, we entered 
the baain of the docks of Havre, and discharging the 
cotton, some four hundred steerage passengers were taken 
on board, over three-<iuarter8 of whom were women and 
girls, with ages ranging from seventeen to thirty-eeven, 
a 6ine lot, mostly French and German, with a sprinkling 
of Bwiss, who were bound to New York, and thence to 
a western State to work in a factory or mill, on some 
special line of goods. The run aerosa was moat delightful. 
Quartering winds and a smooth sea produced no sea- 
sickness, and having a good band on board amongst the 
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men passengers, Captain Pedrick invited the girls, in the 
evening, to dance; allowing tlie crew, mostly Germans 
and Swedes, to join them from seven to nine p. u, as 
partners. The ship, having a full poop deck extending to 
mainmast, afforded splendid facilities for dancing, which 
WM improved by the girls on every opportunity, and the 
IdndDesa of Captain Pedrick was appreciated by all on 
board. 

A quick ran of nineteen days brought the " Emperor " 
to the port of Now York, and taking a pilot, we passed 
■ Sftody Hook, receiving the doctor on board, who detained 
Us but a short time. Captain Pedrick received the 
compliment of having the fineat lot of steerage passengers 
ever brought to the port of New York. 



CHAPTER XI 

1851 • 1852 

AS80RE ON TBRBA DEL PnEGO. — CAPE PEMBHOKB. — 
PORT STANLET. — AN INTBSNATIONAL INCIDENT 

Hayino a desire Tor long voyages in preferenoe to tha 
Atlantic trade, I left New York for Boston, where I 
joined the ship " Revere," Captain Howes, as second 
m«te, for a voyage to CaUao, Peru. The cargo cousistod 
of iee in the hold, and lumber between decks. The 
" Revere " was a fine ship of about seven hundred tonn. 

A quick run was made fiom Boston to the equator, 
when, taking the S. E. trades, we continued on until in 
the latitude of the Falkland Islands; from thence the 
course was shaped for the Straits of Le Maire, between 
the island of Statcn Land and Patagonia. 

Although the wG&ther was thick and no observation 
bad been taken, or any land sighted, Captain Howes, 
feeling confident of hia position, shaped his course to 
pass through at night. 

I had the first watch on deck, from 8 p. m. until mid- 
night. It was very hazy, but the sea was smooth, with 
an eight to ten knot breeze blowing, no indication of bad 
weather, and with a favoring wind we set the foretopmoot 
slunsail. 

At eight bell.>(, Mr. Bird, the first officer, came on deck 
to relieve me, taking the course, and vrc pas5ed some ten 

102 





ASHORE ON TERRA DEL FUEGO 



^ 
^ 



in conversation, congrfttulmUng each other on 
the fine prospect (or a quick run around the Cape. 

Going below, I turned in, but before dropping off to 
steep I beard the order to brace forward, and talw in the 
stunsail; then turning over, I (oU into a sound altimber, 
from which I wu» suddenJy awakened, bearing four 
bells strike, and was wondering what woke me, when the 
fihip struck with a shock that brought my head in contact 
witii u beam, causing me to see more stars than I ever 
imagined were made, but gathering my sen^s and think- 
ing we were in colliMon with another ship, I sprang from 
my berth aiKl rushed for the deck, meeliug Captain Hown 
in the oompanionway, who, emer^ng from the cabin door, 
ran to wind'ard. Hearing the order to haul aback the 
main yard, 1 sprang to lecwanl, throwing off the Ico 
braces. The night was black, and coming from the light 
of the cabin, I could for a few moments distinguish 
nothing. The ship was l>ing heeled well over on her 
port side, and with hor yards thrown aback worked and 
pounded with such force that we expected every moment 
ihc spars would come about our ears. 

In the meantime, becoming accustomed to the dark- 
nom, I jumped on a spar, and looking over the side, could 
see the white sand and huge boulders by which wo were 
surrounded, and I then knew wc wore ashore on the bleak 
catwl of Terra del Fuego, an island off the southern end 
of Patagonia, inhabited by the lowest t)!^ of cauuibuliijtio 
savages. 

The shore was bold, and we could now make out the 
high land loamiog bloek through the fog almost directly 
over us. Our only salvation lay in getting the ship afloat; 
unless we did, the probability was we should have to lake 
to our boala and effect a landing on Staten Land, on the 
eastern side of the straits, taking the cbanca of being 
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AU kaew ov flOodhioB «at bow Krioos. TIk mprater 
WM Mt »l work fitting ipftte arma to Ite raddrr-bead so 
ik» Mp pould ba K tte n d. whOs the pomp* wen Tigged 
with hrnkm to which to hitch the liimi. makinfi the task 
of 90aliatlom pumping earner for the men. This doar, 
IIm pompa wan naiiDed, and a rotising sonf Btarted, 
MrhMi uerar •topped for ten houn, or until tn-o o'clock 
In tha ariernoon. 

At (hta time, tiM nidder-brad being in order, the pumps. 
which hiul ibowii no iDdication of sucking, were again 
Munded, urid a giiiri of the leak was reported. It waa 
tJwD four foott 

A coiiault4ill»n of ftll hands was called and the con- 
seniua of ofMnioii wu that it would be folly to uttempt 
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passage around Cape Horn in our condition, the unani* 
motas verdict being to bear up for the Falkland Islands, 
and make Port Stanley, if paisihle, so the pumpa having 
been inanntKl with h fresh gang, tho " Kovcre's " course 
was shaped for Cape Pembroke, F. I. 

All boat's were put in order with provisions and water, 
with taokles on the yards ready to hoist iind sning 
should it become necessary to leave the ship at any time, 
and, nil being in readiness, the crew relieving each other 
at the pumps in gangs, it was nothing hut clang, clang, 
clang of the pumps, day and night, the water gushing 
from the scuppers as dear as alongside. 

No other work was being done but to trim sails. 

During the three days before we sighted Cape Pem- 
broke, the weather was delightful. A fine eight or ten 
knot breexe blowing, with the wind dead aft, and a 
smooth sea. All hands had cabin fare: canned meab) 
and cabin stores were served out freely to the crew, as 
it wiw not known at whiit moment we might have to 
abandon the ship. It might be a change of wind that 
would — owing to the quantity of water in her — 
throw her on her beam ends and render her unmanageable, 
or a storm might arise at any time in this latitude, that 
would bring matters tn a climax. 

The wind holding steady, and the aea continuiiig 
smooth, we sighted Cape Pembroke the third day, round- 
ing which, the ship entered a long reach of smooth water, — 
like a mill pond, — betwoon Green Island and the cape. 
Bringing the wind abeam caused her to list heavily to 
starboard, and the suunding-rod .thou-ed some nine feet 
of water in the hold just before roimding the cape. We 
had now an opportunity to look at our surrounding, 
being in comparative safety. The reach was narrow, 
tad the shore was lined with penguins, standing on one 
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l^, as r^ulftr tta a troop of ewldiera drawn up in line, 
which they very much resembled. The whole of Gape 
Pembroke wiw covered with iiests of i*oa-£ow], or ralher 
the eggs, which lay in every direction about the rockij. 

Working up into Port Stanley, the inner harbor of 
Port William, we entered the snuggest haven thut a 
ship vaa ever in. 

Stanley Harbor is oblong in shape, about four milea 
long, by a mile and a half wide, with a depth of from 
&ve to eight fathoms, completely landlocked save the 
narrow entrance from Port William, with good, sandy 
beaches, an ideal npot for a disabled ship to undergo 
repairs. Dropping anchor, we were at once visited by 
old Captain William H. Smiley, our American consul at 
the Falkland Islan<is. who carried on, in addition to 
consular duties, a scaling business on the coasts of Pata- 
gonia, Terra del Fucgo, and adjacent islands, aa well as 
the South Shctlfliida. He had a brig and two or three 
small schooners, with a number of whiJe-boats. 

After a conference, it was decided to haul alongside 
an old hulk lying in the port, put our stores on board, 
raft the lumber and throw the ice that was in the hold 
overboard, heave down and examine the amount of 
dama^, bold a survey, and decide what was best to be 
done. 

The town, situated on the opposite side of the et)trnnce 
to the liarlx>r, was small, consisting of a hundred dwell- 
ings, — a story and a half and two story buildings, — 
with n eourt-housc and jail, and at the lower end of the 
bay the more pretentious residence of the governor. 
The population nunilx-red from six hundred to eight 
hundred, largely composed of pensioners of the English 
»nnv, old soldier*, receiving a pension of sixpence or ft 
, and perhaps more, per day, placed there with 
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their families and given a hoitae and land to cultivate. 
Here in tbia far-ofl comer of the earth, they could eke 
out on existence. 

There was no lack of food. Sea-fowl were abundant, 
and the islands were overrun with hans and rabbits. 
Rabbit served in every style was the rei^lar bill of fare 
while we lay there- 
Having disposed of our lumber at a good price to 
" Dean & Co.," the only mercantile house in the port, we 
hoisted out the cakes of ice, dumping them in the harbor 
until the waters around the ship looked Uko a Email 
•ection of the Arctic Ocean! 

All the atoroa, with the bdonginga of officers and 
crew, were removed to the hulk, where we now lived. 

Prom a whaler coming in homeward bound, we pro- 
cured her cutting in fallH and blocks, and reeving pur- 
chases nt our ship's fore and main mastheads, hove down 
to Captain Smiley's brig, bringing the " Revere " out of 
water on the port side to her keel, which was found to be 
nearly gone. The garboard-streak was cut half through, 
lower part of rudder gone, the stem knocked off, and 
pieces gouged out of her bilge a fathom or two in length, 
not leaving but an eighth of an inch thickness of plank. 
The copper was wholly torn off of her port side, with 
great copper bolt« driven up through the kebton six inches 
and more. She was a sorry sight, and had she lieen loaded 
with any other cargo than ice and lumber, it would have 
been impoesible to have saved her. Procuring a piece 
of English oak for a stem, and heavy oak plank for the 
keel, replacing plank where gouged out, we caulked all 
M«Du, pitching over all, fitted lower end to the rudder, 
and nailed down the ragged ends of copper, and the good 
ship " Revere " waa agaia tight and aouod oa temponiy 
repairs could make her. 
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The ivark on the ship was done by the officers and crew, 
under the supervision of the ship's carpenter. 

Our stay at Port Stanley covered four months, the 
weather during that time being very changeable; bright 
sunshine followed quickly by sharp squalls of snow or 
hajl. Eight or ten times during repairs it would come on 
to blow 80 heavily as to oblige us to let her up, and all 
were heartily rejoiced when the work was completed. 

During our stay n man vftut hung for murder, the first 
execution that had occurred on the island. 

One incident took place while we were there, that 
illustrated what a little thing may sometimes stir up ill 
feeling between two nations. 

Captain Smiley, in former years, had let loose a few 
hogs upon the West Falkland, »n uninhabited island of 
the group, which multiplied until at this time there were 
Urge numbers of them running wild. 

A whale-ship named the " Columbus," having a tender 
called the " George Washington," was cruinng on the 
whaling grounds about the Falklands and Patagonia, 
and a boat's crew, landing on the West Falkland, shot a 
number of the hogs. A week after this occurrence, six 
men from the '* Columbus " deserted in a whale-boat, 
and came up to the East Falkland (Port Stanley), where 
they reported to the governor that the captain of the 
" f'olumbiia " and " George Wa-shiugton " had been 
guilty of shooting and stealing hogs from off the West 
Falklands, posaeawons of her Majesty Queen Victoria. 

The governor of the colony, who had been recenUy 
sent out, and felt the importance of his position, was 
horrified, and at once wrote to Montevideo, Uruguay, for 
an English man-of-war to lie sent down. 

In the meantime. Captain Smiley, getting wind of 
what was going on, employed the boat's crew who deserted 
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the whaler on board his brig, and when he got them 

he kept them there, ttllowing no commuoiciatioD 

*«{th the shore, and the next sailing of the mail packet 

carried a not« to the Americaa oonsul ut Montevideo, 

requesting an American war vessel and stating the facts. 

About ten daye passe<l, and there sailed into the harbor 
of Port Stanley a ten-gun English brig. Salutes were 
fired and visits exchanged between the governor and 
the brig's commander. The following morning the brig 
sailed. 

The English brig had been gone but a few daj's when 
the taJl 8parB of a Yankee war vessel loomed up over 
the point, and the American sloop of war " Germantowo " 
sailed into the harbor, and anchored above the poiat, 
housing her upper spars, so they could not be seen from 
Port William, the outer harbor. 

Captain Smiley immediately went on board in full 
coasular ntiiforni, nnd a mysterious interchange of visits 
began, between his brig and the sloop of war. 

Another week had pametl, when about three o'clock 
in the afternoon, the tender " George Washington " 
sailed into the harbor, in charge of a lieutenant of the 
ED^lieb brig and n prize crewt The " Columbua " waa 
follovring, with an officer from the brig in charge, but 
came to anchor outside of the entrance, neither of them 
dreaming of an American sloop of war waiting to receix'e 
them. 

They were hardly inside, when a lieutenant and boat'i 
onw from the " Gerniantown " boarded the tender, and 
aiked who was in charge. 

" I was," said the captain of the tender, " until thia 
officer woA put on Ixwrd with men, and I was ordered 
in here." 

" Very well." aaid the American lieutenant, " you eait 
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leg, as regular as a troop of soldicn drawn up in line, 
which thoy very much resembled. Tho whole of Capo 
Pembroke was covered with nests of sea-fowl, or rather 
Ihe egp9, which luy in every direction «bout the rocks. 

Working up into Port Stanley, the inner harbor ot 
Port Williani, wo entered the snuggest haven that a 
ship was ever in. 

Stunley Harbor is oblong in shape, about four miles 
long, by It mile »nd a half wide, with a depth of from 
five to eight fathoms, completely landlocked aave the 
narrow cntraiiec from Port William, with good, sandy 
l)cache3, an ideal spot for a disabled ship to undergo 
repairs. Dropping anchor, we were at once viaited by 
old Captain William H. Smiley, our American consul at 
the Falkland l.ilanda, who carried on, in addition to 
consular duties, a scaling business on the coasts of Pata- 
gonia, Terra del Fucgo, and adjacent islands, as well aa 
the South Shetlnndii. He had a brig and two or three 
small schooners, with a number of whale-boats. 

After a conference, it was decided to haul alongside 
AR old hulk lying in the port, put our stores on board, 
raft the lumber and throw the ioc that was in the hold 
overboard, heave down and examine the amount of 
damage, hold a survey, and decide what was best to bo 
done. 

The town, situated on the opposite side of the entrance 
to the harbor, was small, consisting of a hundred dwell- 
ings, — a story and a half and two story buildings.^ 
with a court<hoiiae and jail, and at the lower end of the 
bay the more pretentious residence of the governor. 
The population nuinliered from six hundred to eight 
hundred, largely composed of pensioners of the English 
army, old soldiers, receiving a pension of sixpence or a 
shilling, and perhaps more, per day, placed there v' ' 
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eye eaugbt a hewl-linc in large type, " Imult to the 
American Flag," and then followed a long account of 
the almost " international affair " in the Falkland 
Islands. 

Aa I shall not have occasion to refer to the Hon. William 
H. Smiley again, 1 will say that he was In many respects 
a moat remarkable man. and worthy of a more than 
passing notice. Four niontli-s «l the Falklands, passed 
in his company, gave me an opportunity of obtaining 
on insight intu the character And .'Studying the peculiar 
traita of the man. 

Tall, possessing a miutsive frnme, a face that would not 
have taken the prize for beauty, being seamed and 
scarred, but having a firmness about l4ic jaw and mouth 
that indicated an iron will; fearless in the face of peril 
and alwajis cool in Iho hour of danger, he was a man 
most admirably fitted for the position he held in bis little 
world in a far-off corner of the earth, from which aa a 
friend of humatiity. and a benefactor to mankind, his 
deeds were heralded in l>oth Europe and America, being 
rcoogniied by both nations. 

He was the owner of a number of small schooners 
and whale-boats, and In bis occupation of sealing about 
the Patagonian eoa'^t and South Shetlands, aa well as 
trading with the Indians of Patagonia, Captain Smiley, 
with his crew, was exposed to many perils. At one time, 
having his men all out seating, ho sailed alone around 
Cape Horn; it 1>eJng .laid that he was the only man 
that ever doubled Oape Ilorn alone in a fifty-ton 
schooner. 

His adventures among the South Shetlands were most 
thrilling, and mnny nights, in Port Stanley Harbor, I 
have lain awnke until long after the midnight hour 
listening to Captain Smiley's yarns that were being spun 
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to Captain Howes, who would sit up all night to hear 
them. 

Captain Smiley died of cholera at Montevideo, in the 
year 1871, at the store of the United States consul, Mr. 
Parsons, where he waa stricken. Mr. William D. Evans, 
a ship chandler of Montevideo, and his manager, Captain 
Joseph W. Clapp of Nantucket, a great friend of Captain 
Smiley, were with him to the end. As characteristic of 
the man, it was said that at the last, a clergyman was 
brought in, who tttarted to read & possnge frum the 
Scriptures, but the captain, I>eing in great agony, waved 
bin) back, saying, " Don't read me anything, I am in 
too much pain to listen. I am not afraid to die. I've 
kept a straight log." 

The following obituary notice by the editor, Mr. Mul- 
hall, appeared in the Standard of Buenus Ayrea: 

" It is with profound regret we have to announce to 
our readers the death of Captain W. H. Smiloy. a worthy 
American citizen whose connection with the River Plata 
dates 80 far back as 1808. During the Chilian War of 
Independence, Smiley served with great distinction under 
our lamented countryman Admiral Browne, and in sub- 
sequent years played a very conspicuous role in the 
waten of the south PaciGc and Atlantic. He was born 
in Rhode Island in 1792, in the city of Providence, and 
well may that little State be proud of her sailor boy, who 
in his extraordinary career won the friendship and esteem 
of the iavagea in Patagonia, and the first statesmen of 
Europe and America. A man so universally esteemed 
must have had high claims to great philanthropy, and 
have proved himself in every sense a benefactor to 
humanity. 

" Captain Smiley was one of the most whole-souled 
fellows that ever breathed, and possibly no more noble 
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epitnpli could be iiiseribeU over his grave than the long 
list of vessels, with their passengers and crews, which 
he has been instrumental in saving. 

" For upwards of forty years he acted as commercial 
agent for the United States at the Falkland Islands, 
where he established his headquarters. Although not 
belonging to the United State:* Navy, so highly did his 
countrj' prize his services, that his little barque, the 
' Kate Sargcut,' carried her own guns, and her worthy 
commander wore the uniform of the service which his 
name adorned, yet not in commission, Mr. Seward 
(U. 8. Secretary of State under President Lincoln), when 
a boy, was cared for by the subject of this memoir, and 
Lord Palmerston (English Prime Minister), in his long 
connection with foreign nlTairs, wtut so frequently brought 
in contact with the noble acta of the lamented Smiley, 
that he often expre-taed a hope that he might some day 
or other have the pleasure of meeting this extraordinary 
man. 

" Ttie lost of Captain Smiley will be long fell, not only 
by the immediate circle of his friends, at home and 
abroad, but by the mercjtntile marine navigating tha 
Struts of Magellan, where he was a sort of Neptune, 
intimately acquainted with every spot on the Pata- 
gonian coast, and the best pilot extant for the difficult 
navigation of the Straits. Captain Smiley ever found 
ponstant appeals for his senices, either from suffering 
humanity, to further science in her discoveries, or forward 
commerce in her onward march. Suooess ever crowned 
his exertions, and he won the thank.t of a trading world 
whilst he amassed a fortune for his family. Wo know 
him, and proud arc wc to think that one of the privileges 
of an editorial career is to be thrown into contact with 
0Uch men. Last year he visited this city in oompany 
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with two little orphKiiH, the children of a dead friend, — 
whoni he brought up at his own expense, — to see tJie 
cities of Buenos Ayres and Montoridoo. 

" The first gun that siiliited the Fourth of July, 1867, 
in our harbor, was from the ' Kate Sargent/ and two 
years previously he joined the Fourth of July banquet 
lit the Hotel Provence, and aHtonlshed the company by 
the TialveU of his eloquenre. 

" Men like Smiley pass from amoHR ua, but they leave 
their footprints. At his funeral in Montevideo, on Fri- 
day, the fUi(*s in the harbor bung at half-mast, and the 
American admiral attended with a full staff of officers, 
to pay the last tributes to one of the worthiest sons of 
New England. The Kev. Mr. .\dams read the (unerni 
service, a long line of carriages followed in the procession, 
and he who saved so many, at last found eternal sal- 
vatioQ." 
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FISBINQ OM TBE GRAND BANKS. — MATAQDEZ, PORTO RICO, 
— SAVaNSaH, (1A. — ASHORE ON THE BRV TOHTUOA8 

Spofpino (it MiirWehea'I, my olil home, for a few weekn, 
I [>assed the time id watching the fisbermcn fitting out 
Ihoir Bchouncrs for a " fall fare " to the Grand Banks and 
Qttenau and taking ahnani ntor^i and water, and while 
in eonveraation with them I chanced to remark that I 
had never taken a trip to the Banka, aa a boy, but would 
like to go very much, 

The next afternoon, which was the Sabbath, just 
after tea, there came a knock at the front door. There 
were no electric bells in thcwc da>'s. but we uaed the bin 
c^d-fashioned brass knockers. Opening the door, I con- 
front«d Skipper Joshua Nickenton. of tJie good old 
schooner " Ceres." I asked him io, and he stated iJiat he 
understood that I would like a trip to the Banks, end he 
would be pleased to have me go with him as naingator. 
Although in the science of cod-fishing he was a post 
^master, he had not mastered the science of navigation, 
idering n few moments. I quickly made up my mind, 
iked the skipper what there would he in it. 
full share, and half the skippcnihip," said be. 
18 an extra remuneration of t75. 
1» 
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with two little orphans, the children of a dead friend, — 
whom he brought up at his own expense, — to see the 
cities of Buenos Ayrea and Montevideo. 

" The Gn»t gun that saluted the Fourth of July. 1867, 
in our harbor, was from the ' Kato Sargent,' and two 
years previously he joined the Fourth of July banquet 
at the Hotol Provence, and astonished the company by 
the naiveli of hi;) eloquenre. 

" Men like Smiley pass from among us, but they leave 
their footprints. At his funeral in Montevideo, on Fri- 
day, the flags in tho harbor hung at half-inEi-ft, and the 
American admiral attended with a full staff of officers, 
to pay the last tributes to one of the worthiest son.'* of 
New England. The Hev. Mr. Adams read the funeral 
service, a long line of carriages followed in the procession, 
sod he who saved so many, at last found eternal sal- 
vfttioa." 
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CHAPTER XII 
1853-1854 



I 



nSniKG OS THE ORAND RAXKS. — MATAQCEZ, PORTO niCO. 
— HAVANNAU, GA. — ASHORE ON THE DRV TORTUOAS 

SroppiMO at MarbleheatI, my old homo, for a few weeks, 
1 passed th« titnv in watching this fishcrmoii fitting out 
their schooners for a " fall fare " to the Grand Banks and 
Qiiereau and taking alraard stores and water, and while 
iu convemalton with them I chanced to rvmark that 1 
'had never taken a trip to the UankH, as a boy, but would 
like to go very much. 

The next afternoon, which was the Sabbath, just 
aft«r tea, there came a knock at the front door. There 
were no electric bells in thoae dajra, hut wv used the big 
old-foshicned brtas knockers. Opening the door, I con< 
fronted Skipper Joshua Nickerson, of the good old 
fobooner " Ceres." I aiikod him in. and he titatcd that ho 
understood that I would like a trip to the Banks, and he 
would be pleased to have me go with him as navigator. 
Although in the science of nxl-liiihing he was a past 
maater, he had not mastered the science of navigation, 
lidering a few moments, I quickly mwle up my mind, 
ikvd the skipper what there would be in il. 
^\ill share, and half Ihc skippcwhip," aaid be. 
'■■i an extra remuneration of $75. 
lU 
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with two little orphans, the children of a dead friend, — 
whom he brought up at hi^ owd expense, — to see the 
cities of Buenoe Ayres and Montevideo. 

" The Tint gUD that saluted the Fourth of July, IS67, 
ID our harbor, was from the ' Kate Sar^nt,' and two 
yean previously he joined the Fourth of July banquet 
at the Hotel I'roventie, and astonished the company by 
the naiveli of his eloquence. 

" Men hke Smiley pass from amonf; us, but they leave 
their footprints. At his funeral in Montevideo, on Fri- 
day, the flaf(!< in the harbor hung at half-ni.ast, and the 
American admiral attended with a full Haff of officers, 
to pay the last tributes to one of the worthiest sons of 
New England. The Itev. Mr. Adnm-it read the luneral 
service, a long line of carriages followed in the procession, 
and he who saved so mnny, at lost found eternal saU 
valion." 




CHAPTER Xn 
1853-1854 
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nSRlNG OS THE ORANI) BANKS. — MATAOUEZ, PORTO HICO. 
— SAVAN.NAU, (JA. — ASBORB ON THE Dltlf TORTCOAS 

SroppiNO at MarbleheacI, my old home, for a few weeks, 
1 piLsaed the time in wntcliing the fi.ihcrmei) fitting out 
their schooners for a " fall fare " to the Grand Banks and 
Quereau and taking alward stores and water, and while 
ill conversation with them I chanced to remark that I 
had never taken a trip to the Danks, aa a boy, but would 
like to go very much. 

The next afternoon, which was the Subbatb, just 
after tea, there came a knock nt the front door. There 
were no electric bells in those da>'s, but we used the big 
old-fashione<I hroiti knockera. Opening the door, I eon- 
fronted Skipper Joshua Nickerson, of the good old 
Bchooner " C«res." I asked him in, and be stated that he 
understood that I would like a trip to the Banks, and he 
would be pleasetl to have me go with him as navigator. 
Although in the science of eod-Gahinit be was a past 
he had nut maatcnxl the icience of navigation, 
lidering a few momenta, I quiekly made up my tnJnd, 
ke<l t)ic skipper what thMB would be in it. 
full share, and half tbe sirippenihip," said he. 
<a ui extra remuneration of 175. 
116 
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with two little orphnnx, the children of n dead friend, — 
whom he brought up at bis own expense, — to see the 
cities of Buonoa Ayres und Montevideo. 

'■ The first gun that saluted the Fourth of July, 1867, 
in our hurbor, was from the ' Kuto Sargent,' and two 
years previotisly he joined the Fourth of July banquet 
at the Hotel Provence, and astonixhcd the company by 
the tuSveti of his eloquenoe. 

" Men like Smiley piua from among us, but tliey leave 
their footprints. At his funeral in Montevideo, on Fri- 
day, the Hags in thi> harbor hung at hulf-mn:*t. and the 
American admiral attended with a full staff of officers, 
to pay the last tribut4.'s lo one of llie worlliiwl sons of 
New England. The Uev. Mr. Adams read the funeral 
aervice, a long line of carriages followed in the procession, 
and he who saved ao many, at last found eternal sal- 
vation." 
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CHAPTER XII 
1853 - 1854 



nSniNO ON THE ORAN-ft nANKS, — MATAOtTEX, PORTO HtCO. 
— SArAKVAU, UA. — AHHURE OK THE DRY TORTUO.IS 

Stoppixq at Marblehead, my old home, for a few weeks, 
1 passed the time in wntching the Rsbcrmoii Httiiig out 
their schooners for a " fall fare " to the (irand Hanks and 
Qiiereau and takinfi; aboard stor^ and water, and while 
ill convocation with them I cbnncctl tu remark that I 
had never taken a trip to the Banks, as a boy, but would 
like to go very miich. 

The next afternoon, which was the Sabbath, just 
after tea, there came a knock at tlie front door. There 
were no electric bells in those days, but we used the big 
old-fssbioncd brass knockers. Opening the door, I con- 
fronted Skipper Joshua Nickemon, of the good old 
schooner " Cereii." I asked him in, and he stated that he 
understood that I would like a trip to the BankH, and he 
would be pleased to have me go with him a» navigator. 
Although in the science of rod-fishing he was a past 
muter, he ba<l not mastered the scietico of navigation, 
; a few momenta, I quickly made up my mind, 
■ked the skipper what there would be in it. 
Jull share, and half the skippcwhip," said Iw. 
'ifl an extra remuneratjon of 175. 
lie 
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with two little orphims, the children of a dead friend, — 
whom he brought up at his own expense, — to see the 
eities of Buciios Ayrea aiiti Montevideo. 

" The firet gun that saluted the Fourth of July, 1867, 
iu our hurbor, was from (he ' Kute Sargent,' and two 
>'ear8 previously he joined the Fourth of July banquet 
at the Hotel Provence, and nstoniahcd the company by 
the TtalveU of his eloquence. 

" Men like Smiley pu«8 from among us, but they leave 
their footprints. At hia funeral in Montevideo, on Fri- 
day, the flags in the harbor hung at ImH-must, and the 
American admiral attended with a full staff of officers, 
to pay the last tributes to one of the worthiest sons of 
New England. The Uev. Mr. .Xdams read the funeral 
iterviee, a long line of carriages followed in the procession, 
and he who saved so many, at last found eternal sal- 
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PISmXa OJt THE OBAND BANKS. — MATAOCEZ, PORTO SICO. 
— SAVAKNAB, OA. — ASHORE ON THE DRV TOBTDQAS 

Stopping at Marblchead, my old home, for a few weeks, 
I pawieJ the time tii watchiug the H-shcrmen fitting out 
(heir schooners for a " fall fare " to the Qraod Banks and 
Quereau and taking aljoard stores and water, and while 
in convcriiatton with them I rhiinccil to remark that I 
had never taken a trip to the Bunks, aa u boy, but would 
like to go very mtich. 

The next afternoon, which was the Sabbath, juat 
after tea, there «amc a knock at the front door. There 
were no electric bells in those da>-B, but we used the big 
old-fashioned brass knocker*. Opening the door, I con- 
fronted Skipper Joshua Nickeraon, of the good old 
■cliooner " Ceres." I a.tked him in. and he .itiited that he 
understood that I would Hke a trip to the Banks, and he 
would be pleased to have me go with him as navigator. 
Although in the science of eod-lishing he was a past 
master, he had not tnasterc<l the science of navigation, 
iring a few momenta, I quickly made up my mind, 
iked the skipper what there would be in it. 
full share, and half the akippetship," said be. 
'» an extra remuneration of $75. 
tic 
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with two little orphans, the children of a dead friend, — 
whom h« brought tip at his owu expense, — to sec the 
cities of Uuenos A>-res and Montevideo. 

" The Grat gun that aiiluled tho Fourth of July, 1887, 
in our harbor, was from the ' Kate Sargent,' and two 
yean previously he joined the Fourth of July banquet 
at the Uotel Provent^e, and a.stonished the company by 
tlie tiaiveli of his eloquence. 

" Men like Smiley pass from among us, but they leave 
their footprints. At lua funeral in Montevideo, on Fri- 
day, the flngn in the harbor hung at half-ma»t, and the 
American admiral attended with a full staff of officers, 
to pay the last tributes to one of the worthiest sons of 
New England. The Rev. Mr. Admns read the funeral 
service, a long line of carriages followed in the procession, 
and he who saved so many, at lust found clemal sal- 
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nSBING ON THE ORAN'B BANKS. — MaTAOUEK, PORTO RtCO. 
— SAVANNAH, QA. — AMIORE ON THE DllV TORTUCAS 

Stopping at Marblehead. my old home, for a few weeks, 
I piuwed the time in watching the fi»hcrmcii rittliig out 
their schoonera for a " fall fare " to the Grand Banks and 
Qiiereau and taking aboard stores and water, and while 
ill conventatioi) with them I chan^^cd to remark that I 
had never taken a trip to the Banks, as a boy, but would 
like to go very miirh. 

The next afternoon, which was the Sabbath, juat 
ikft«r t«n, there came a knock at tJie front door. There 
were do electric bells in those days, but we used the big 
oM-fftshioned brtuH knockers. Opening the door, I con- 
fronted Skipper Joshua Nickerson, of the good old 
schooner " Cercsi." I asked him in. and he stated that he 
understood that I would like a trip to the Banks, and he 
would be plcasdl to have me go with him as navigator. 
Although in the science of cod-Rshing he was a past 
master, he had not moatcrGd the science of navigation, 
pidering a few niomeiitn, I qittckly made up my mind, 
ike<l the skipper what there wotdd be in it. 
^ull share, and half tho ^kippenbip," Mid be. 
•s an extra remuneration of $75. 
116 
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with two little orphans, the children of a dead friend, — 
whom be brought up nt liis own expense, — to see the 
dtiea of Buenoii Ayres and Montevideo. 

" The first gun that Baliited the Fourth of July, 1867. 
in our harbor, was from the ' Kate Sarftent,' and two 
years previously ho joined the Fourth of July banquet 
at the Hotel Provence, and astonished the company by 
the nalveti of bis eloquence. 

" Men like Smiley pass from among us, but they leave 
their fuotpnots. At hia funeral in Montevideo, on Fri- 
day, the flags in the harbor hung at half-mast, and the 
American admiral attended with a full staff of ofTiocnt, 
to pay the lost tributes to one of the worthiest sons of 
New England. The lic-v. Mr, Adnms read the funeral 
service, a long line of carriages followed in the procession, 
and he who tiavcd so iQany, at lost foutid eternal »al- 
vatioa." 



CHAPTER X!I 
1853 - 1S54 



FTBHWa on THR ORAND BAXKS. — MATAOCKK, PORTO RICO. 
— HAVANNAU, OA. — AMUUSE ON THE DRV TOaXUaAS 

Stopping at Marblehead, my old home, for a few weeks, 
I passed the time in wntehing the H^Iicrmcii fitting out 
thar schooners for a " fall fare " to the Qraod Banks and 
Qiiereau and taking aboard stores and water, and while 
in converaation with them I trhancctl tu remark that I 
had never taken a trip to the Banks, a» a boy, but tvould 
like to go very much. 

1'he next afternoon, which was the Sabbath, just 
after Usb, there came a knock ot the front door. There 
were no electric bella in those da>'s. but we used the big 
old-fashioned brass knockers. Opening the door, I con- 
fronted Skipper Joshua Nickeraon, of the good old 
aobooner " Oeres." I a»kt>l him in, and h« i^ititted that he 
understood that I would like a trip to the Banks, and h<> 
would be [leased to have me go with him aa navigator. 
Although io the science of cod-firiunc he was a past 
master, be bad not mastered the sdeDco of navigation, 
lering a few moments, I quickly made up my mind, 
sked the skipper what there would l)e in it. 
full share, ami half th(> xkippership," said be. 
o un extra remuneration of 175. 
lie 
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with two little orphans, the children of a dead friend, — 
whom he brought vip At h'n own expense, — to see the 
citiee of Buenos Ayies and Montevideo. 

" The firet gun that saluted the Fourth of July, 1887. 
in our harbor, was from the ' Kate Sargent,' and two 
yean previously he joined the Fourth of July banquet 
at the Hotel Provence, and astonished the company by 
the natvcti of his eloquence. 

" Men like Smiley pass from amnng us, but they leave 
tht'ir footprints. At his funeral in Montevideo, on Fri- 
day, the flags in the harbor hung at half-ni.ist, and the 
American admiral attended with a full staRT of ofBeera, 
to pay the last tributes to one of the worthiest sons of 
New England. The Itev. Mr. Adnnis read the funeni] 
service, a long line of carriages followed in the procession, 
and lie who saved so many, at lost found eternal ml* 
Vfttion." 




CHAPTER XII 
1853 - 1854 



nSOIKO OS TRB GRAND BANKS. — MATAOUEZ, K)RTO RICO. 
— SAVAMNAU, GA. — ASHUKE ON THtt DRT TORTUUAB 

SroppiNO at Marblehead, my old home, for a few weeks, 
I parsed the Hjuc in wutchiiig thv fmhcrmGii fitting out 
their scfaooneis for a " fall fare " to the Grand Banko and 
Qiiereau and taking alwiard atnrea and watf-r, and while 
ill conwnnlion with thcin I chanced to remark that I 
had never taken a trip to the Banks, as a boy, but would 
like to go very much. 

The next afternoon, which was the Sabbath, jait 
after tea, there cAme a knock at the front door. There 
were no electric bells in thaw da>'8, but we used the bin 
old-fashioned brass knuckeni. Opening the door, I oon- 
front«d Skipper Joshua Nickerson, of the good old 
schooner " Ceres." I askM him in. and he stated tliat he 
understood that I would like a trip to the Banks, and he 
would be pleiued to have me go with him u navigator, 
Allhnufch in the srienre of eod-Sshinn* he was a past 
master, ho had not mastered the science of navigation. 
Considering a few momontA, 1 <iuiokly made up my mind, 
and asked the skipper what there would be in it. 

" A full tthare. and half the skipponthip," aaid bo. 

This last was an extra remuneration of 175. 

11& 



116 



OCEAN LIFE 



1 replied, " Well, skipper, I'll go," and the bargain 
waa made. 

After a abort conventation as to what I would require, 
this being a oew business for me, be took bis leave, and 
tbe following moming I went to work on board the 
" Ceres," aa one of her crew, getting ber ready. 

fishing on the Banks at that time was very ditTereot 
from tbe present day. Then all Gshing was done from 
tiic vcasvl, nut with trawli and dories, aa now carried on; 
tbe iHg moeea boat at tbe stem davits, and perhaps a 
sin^e dory on deck, were all (lie boats carried. I am now 
referring only to tbe Marblehead men; the French vesels 
on the Baaka were all Iran-lent. 

Tbe " catch " was divided into shares, tbe vessel taking 
three-etghth.1, while tbe remaining five-eigbthawcredivided 
among the skipper and crew. In fitting out, tbe vessel 
fouod what was called tbe " big general," consbting of 
beef and pork, bread, flour, bait, salt and water l>arre].s, 
while each roan furnished bis small stores, known aa the 
" small general," his tea, coffee, sugar, molasses, vinegar, 
and whatever his fancy dictated, in addition to his 
fishing gear, not forgetting a small brown jug of fine old 
Medford rum. aa medical stores. 

The day for sailing having arrived, sweethearts and 
wives were bidden good-by, and with colon* flying, we 
rounded Point Neck Light, the men glancing lingeringly 
back for a final look at the old town, and, perchance, a 
lost look at tbe dear homes of some of tbe crew, where 
wives or inotliors would anxiously wait the passing of the 
aad, weary days, ere they would again see thoir loved 
ones, if ever, for the Bank liahing, especially " fall fares " 
with the September galea, was a dangerous calling, as 
the town rct'orda of old Marblehead will show; but " men 
must work and women must weep," and however dan- 
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the delay was going to be a long one, and I 
a stay of months at Key West, so I applied 
discharge, the crew having received theirs, and 
fantcxl by Captain Chase, the second mate taking 

and I took passage on the barque " Wheeler " 

. 03 passenger. 
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gerous, there never lacked brave, hardy moo to man her 
fishing fleet and take the chances, nor women to watch 
[like " poor lone Hannah " in Lucy Larcom'a poem, while 

" Ituund ihe rooks of Marb1ehe«d 
Outward bomul ft Mhooncr uped." 



We passed Marblehead Rock and OaU-way Rock, the 
er near enough ty eiml)le each man to throw on it 
lew copper cents, for good luck, a custoiu religiously 
^observed, in tho»e days, by every Bank Rfiherman sailing 
from Marblehead, and wna gupposed to guarantee a good 
fare, if not " wetting their salt," i. c. WBiug it all up. 

I Arrived on Quereau, wo sighted the fleet, coming to 
anchor just at Kundown, and throwing over the tines, 
found the fish were biting well. 
I The dock fittinpi when on the Banks were kids, or 
receptrvclet to hold ttic fish when caught. There were 
three on a nde, even' with the rail, extending to the 
Hdeck, and they would hold two or three hundred fish. 
H Pishing wad done mostly at night; unlens they were 
B vory sharp in the daytime, we improved the dayli^t 
H to change our berth and throw over the gurry (refuse). 
The night watches consisted of two men at the lines for 
tiiree hours and twenty minutes, wlien they were relieved 
by two more. 

The cook was called at four a. h. At six o'clock, all 
hands breakfasted while the cook tended the lineei, after 
which came " drctwing down." 

tin the waist were high plank in squares, to hold the 
'ftsh caught during the night, that were taken from the 
kids. These square-s prevented the fish from slipping 
about the deck, and in them were stationed one or two 
men with sharp knives who cut tbd throat*, and split 
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the fish, passing the same to the heading and eplittiog 
table, which extended about four feet from the rftil to 
which it was attached. Ou one side stood the " header," 
whose business it was to sever the head and remove the 
refuse, dropping the livers in the baskets placed under- 
Death to receive them, from which when full they were 
emptied into the cod liver butt lashed alongside the rail 
just forward of the main rig^ng, to try out in the sun for 
the cod liver oil, a fine odorous compound after standing 
■ month or so, but nut unpleasant after one became 
tceustomed to it, and very healthful. 

The fish having been pa.s3od across the table to the 
splitter, he. with two cuts, removed the backbone, send- 
ing it to the main hatch to the man who shot him down 
the hold to the Salter. This position was only held by 
an experienced hand, as too free use of salt would wast© 
it, while not enough would cause the fish to burn or turn 
red, something that would hurt its marketable value. 
The tongues and sound.-« wei-e gcucrally cut out and 
cleaned by any of the men who wanted them for home 
use, as a delicious food supply for the family during the 
winter months. They packed them down in kegs or 
kits in thdr off hours. 

Great halibut were often caught, and besides furnishing 
a food supply, the " napes " were alwuj-s saved by the 
crew, for smoking, after being cured. They hung them 
in the network under the deck of the forepcak. On the 
" Cerea " we had taken a new departure in having a 
stove in the cabin, all hands living aft, where all the 
cooking was done. This innovation was the death-blow 
to the old-fashioned Marblehead smoked halibut, although 
adding to the comfort of the crew. 

The old-fashioned forepcak, which was the fo'c'sle, 
was fitted with a fireplace built of brick directly under 
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the fore scuttle, from whence the smoke escaped, or was 
supposed to. but as a matter of fact, the forepeak was 
generally so Glled with scnoke that one could not see 
across it. Above the fireplace hung a he&vy iron crane, 
from which was suspended a huge iron pot in which alt 
the cooking was done. The tea and oofTee were made in 
it, the chowder and meat were boiled in it, and it was 
put to every other use required in the culinary art. To 
get up and down one had lu clamber over the steps made 
directly over the fire, as best he could. An unlucky 
slip might land him in the pot, but it waa an ideal place 
to smoke halibut, as any old Marbleheader can testify. 
My old friend and schoolmate, Captain Eben Graves, 
used to tell many stnriai of the tiroes when, as a boy, ho 
went to the Grand Banks fishing in the old quarter- 
decker " Decatur." 

Saturday nights at tax o'clock the linea were taken in, 
and not put out until six o'clock Sunday night, the 
oook being ordered to prepare a pot of rice chocolate. 
The big kettle was filled two-thirda fuU of water in which 
rice was boiled, with chocohite atlded. It was sweetened 
with molaaaes, and imbibed during the evening, hot, aa 
a great treat, the occasion Iwing a gala one. interspersed 
with song and stor>-. Sunday was a day for general 
visiting among the fleet if the weather was good, as oo 
fuhing was carried on. 

For awhile the fishing continued good, and we weiti 
doing fine work, then it fell off, and we almost daily 
changed our berth. Gales and rough weather succMdod. 

At the end of three months we had salted down neariy 
aixteen thousand fiah. Wo had lost all our fishing-anchors, 
and as the snow was Iteginninf; to make ita appearance in 
the squalls, it was decided by Skipper Ntckeraon to bend 
" Big Ben " (the large maiosail) and head for homo. 




122 



OCEAN UFE 



the ship's atay in port, the captain coming down on the 
tug weekly, nnd returning at once to town. 

Our seoond mute huving bocD disclmrgcd while in the 
bay, I ha*I been deputed to go to New Orleans and select 
A man to fill his position. I fortunately succeeded in find- 
ing a most cjipitftl nfficer and brought him over with mc. 

We were now in readiness for sea. Stores were taken 
on board, the captain and his family oame down on the 
tug, we weighed anchor, and in tow we again crossed 
the bar, outward bound. With a fine northerly wind we 
ran down the gulf, and on the third day after lea\ing 
port, while engaged in changing the fore to'gidlant mast, 
the bos'n and two men being aloft, the ciy of " Land, 
hoi " was called, and looking ahead, we could bcc the 
high part of the Dry Tortugas above the horizon. 

Glancing aft, I saw Captain Chase with a spy-glass 
looking at it, and gave it no more thought, being busy 
with the work, until suddenly the .ship struck, bringing 
up on u sand-bar with a forco 1h[il <irove her vMl on, 
where she lay, heeled over, haul and fast. 

Sail was kept on for an hour, hut with the appearance 
of a wrecking schooucr heating up to us, Captain Chuso 
gave the order to clew up and furl ever^-thing. On the 
arrival of the wrecker, the captain refused aasist-ance, 
but next day made an arrangement to take Captain Chase 
to Key West, while I commenced discharging the timber, 
rafting it alongside, after which anchors were carried out, 
but all clTorts to move her failed. 

After sticking on the bank a week, a towboat came up 
from Key West, and with the asaistance of the wreckers, 
taking advantage of a very full tide, she finally succooded 
in pulling the " Guthrie " off the bank, and took her 
in tow for Key Wc8t, where we safely arrived and pro- 
ceeded to discharge cargo and hold a survey. 
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prevent its rising. It was covered with foam, snow 
white. We piwscd through the gale without the loss of 
a Top»-yarn and made the land, coming to anchor in the 
Savannah River ofif Tybee Islund. Captain Chaite went 
up to the city on the tug, and returning the following 
day, we got under way and proceeded to Mobile Bay, 
rounding Abnco {Hole in the Wall), one of the Bahama 
group. 

We crossed the Great Biihuiiui hanks, as the ship, being 
in bnllust. was of light draught, Tlie moon was nearly at 
its full, and the white sand, only atiout twelve or fourteen 
feet below the surfase, reflected in the bright moonlight, 
made the ship appear to bo sailing through a sea of milk. 
The elToct was beautiful. 

PafLiing Havana, we continued along the Cuban shore 
until, having rounded the Dry Tortugas. a few dajTi more 
took us to the hiir of Mobile Bay, which wc crosswl and 
came to anchor off Grant's Pass, when the tug coming 
alongside. Captain Chase took hU departure for town. 
He returned the second day and informed me that the 
ship was rharlerod (o load square Umber for Fcrrol, 
Spain. 

Pix-c wooki^ pai»ed ere our timber lading was completed. 
It waa rafted alongside, and taken in at the how ports, 
the work being done by a Ktcvodoro and his gang. The 
weather was extremely cold for a southeni climate, ice 
forming nights as thick aif window-glass, and sometimes 
a half-inch in thickness. Once a week, taking a boat's 
crew, and pulling into Grant's Pass, n-e would load th« 
boat with the largest and most delicious oysteni ever 
tasted; these we took on board, filling barrels n-itli them, 
and all hands were allowed to help themselves until tbey 
were gone, when another trip would bo made to load up. 
Captiun Chaae and family remained in Mobile, during 
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the ship's stay in port, the captain coming down on the 
tug weekly, ami re turning at once to town. 

Our second mate having been diHohargcd while in the 
bay, I bad been deputed to go to New Orlcaua and select 
A man to fill his poaitinn. I fortunately succeeded in find- 
ing a most capital ofKcer and brought him over with mc. 

We ft-ere now in readiness for sea. Stores were taken 
on board, the captain and his family came dowii on the 
tug, we weighed anchor, and in tow we again crossed 
the bar, outward bound. With a fine northerly wind wo 
rap down the gulf, and on the third day after leaving 
port, while engaged in changing the fore to'gallant maat, 
the bos'n and two men being aloft, the oiy of " Land, 
hoi " was called, and looking shead, we could see the 
high part of the Dry Tortugaa above the horizon. 

Glancing aft, I saw Captain Chase with a spy-g^ass 
looking at it, and gave it no more thought, being busy 
with the work, until suddenly the ship struck, bringing 
up on a snnd-biir wilh n force thai drove her well on, 
where she lay, heeled over, hanl and fast. 

Sail was kept on for an hour, but with the appearance 
of a wrecking schooner beating up to us, Captain Chase 
gave the order to clew up and furl everything. On the 
arrival of the wrecker, the captain refused assistance, 
but next day made an arrangement lo t»ke Captain Chase 
to Key West, while I commenced discbargiog ^aginber, 
rafting It alongside, after which anehors vtn^/^^^kout, 
but oil cFTorts to move her failed. 

After sticking on the bank a wockj 
from Key West, and with the a.« 
taking advantage of a ver>' fu'' 
In pulling the " Guthrie " 
in tow for Key West, v 
ceeded to discharge c 
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I kiten* the delay was gning tA be a Ion;; ooe, and t 
did not relish a stay of montlu at Key West, so I applied 
for my discharge, the crew having received theirs, and 
it was granted by Captain Chaso, the second mat« taking 
my place, and 1 took passage on the barque " Wheeler " 
for Boston, as passenger. 
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CAUnnTA. — JDtHlERNAOT. — CBTION. — UADBmUS. — 
»T, UKLEKA. — NBW ORLEANS 

Abkivin'g safely in Boston, after spending a w«ek on 
shore I joined the " Kiizabeth Kimball," a fine large ship 
of between eleven and twelve hundred tons, half clipper, 
HI) 6rat officer. Captain F'rccman commander, for a voyage 
to Calctitttt and return. Loading ioe at Tudor's Uliarf, 
Chsrieatown, the stores were taken on board, and the 
crew brought over from Boston, the ebip leaving the 
wharf in tow of a tugboat. We had one passenger. Mr*. 
LlKld, who was going out to join her husband, who was a 
morchant aiid in charge of the ice-houses ut Calcutta. 

At this time the ico business with the far East waa a 
imt trade. Ice was carried out at a low rate of freight, 
pref«rably to the ship's going in ballast, and bringing 
higli prices when retailed from the ice-bouscs, it beeaoio 
a complete monopoly and paid big profits. We had a 
ploasant voyage out to the equator in the Indian Ocean, 
imMBing which, and passing Ceylon, we entered the Bay 
of Bengal. 

Ttw southwest monsoon prevailing, wo encountered high 
winds, with heavy sriualLt, thunder and lightning with 
rain in torrents, thick gloomy weather. We sailed along 
\h» west shore, paj^^d Madrax, and made the land on 
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H the coast of Gnnjam, wher« are located the three Jugger- 
H naut pagodas, the central odc containing the great car 
^ of Juggernaut upon which 18 seated the god himself. 

This temple is two hundred feet in height. The three 

arc a fine landmark for ships nmUing for the pilot brig 
^— iyiag at anchor on the tail of the satid-heada at the mouth 
^B of the Hoogly River, upon the banks of which stands 
H the city of Calcutta, the capital of India. The pagodaa 
^M of Ganjam are the Mecca for pilgrims from all parts of 

India, who make annual pilgrimages to see and worship 

their god Juggernaut, 
I In former times, in the presence of tens of thousands, 

^fe the great car, to which u-cro attached huge coir cables, 
1^ van drawn forth. The platform on which the image 

I rests is tliirty-fuur fcvl ^qtiaro, and the sixU-cn wheel.s 
are nix and a half feet in diameter. The upper part is 
decorated with broadcloth in red and yellow stripes. 
Tho strung box near the idol is the dcpoisitiiry for his 
gold hands and feet, which, together with hU shawls 
and jewels, are locked up in it at night. 
Tlie ropes were neized by the ajwembled throng, and — 
the land about the pagodaa being perfectly level — 
the immense image wn^n drawn over the plains, with the 
great multitude shouting and singing, and beseeching 
their god to grant them his fAvor. Every little while 
some devotee would cast himself before the whMis, 
which would pass over and crush him, when hun- 
dreds of the worshippers would rush forward to dip 
a handkerchief, or some other article, in the blood of 
the victim, while a mighty shout would go up from tlic 
tlirong. at tliis act of devotion. The British government 
has long since stopped (Jieee self-sacrifices, and India, 
to-<lay, through a wise government, and the cfTorta of 
the missionary Ewcieties, has greatly altered. 
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Leaving Gaiijiiin, we made out tlie pilot brig the fol- 
lowing night, and taking a pilot on board, pa^ed Sau{!;or 
Island, and (;tit«>rei! tlie Hoogly River, coming to anchor 
off Kedgeree, the pilot Btation. A line lighthouse stands 
on Saugor Island, surrounded by an iron fence aa a 
protection againat the tigers with which the island is 
infested. The Huogly is n dangerous river, having a 
very swift current, with obstructions in parts of it, which 
might prove fatal to a ship if she took the ground. The 
pilots are a most skilful class of men in the management 
of a ship, having to serve a long apprenticeship as leads- 
man, second mate pilot, mate pilot, and finally master 
pilot, their term of mervice to master pilot covering some 
twenty years, during which time it ia necessary to make 
two voyages to England, to become perfectly conversant 
with the workings of a ship. What they did not know 
about the working of a ship in a lideway, or swift current, 
was not worth knowing. From the moment they stepped 
on board, followed by their leadsmen and servants, 
their ordcre were law. 

Leaving Kedgeree, the ship proceeded up the river, 
at times doing tide work, and passing Diamond Harbor, 
Olid the Jamea and Mary Shoals, safely, we arrived off 
Qordeo Reach, lined with elegant residences, among them 
the palace of the King of Oudh, passing which ive came 
to anchor off Ciilcutta. 

Along the water front of the city are great mooring 
buoj's, where the ships lie in tiers of twos or threes. The 
landings opposite thase tiers, running up the bank from 
the river's edge, are called " ghauts." Going into moorings 
in the inner tier to discharge our ice, a bridge of boats 
was made, with a plank walk about four feet wide, from 
the bank to the ship, the ice blocks being hoisted from 
the hold and lowered over the ship's side upon the heads 
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B of three ooolics etjilioiMKl to receive tliom. U was very 
hot, and the moment the cold ice water began to trickJe 
tlowQ thtfir black boclcB, tbey would shiver, and strike 
a bee line for the ice^ouae, never stopping until their 
load was off their beads. During the discharging our 
^- ship woi) a popular resort for all the offioent of the sur- 
^g rounding ships, and iced drinks were concocted in every 
flhape. Barrpi-" of apples that were buried in the sawdust 

I in the hold were found when opened at the ice-hou*e to 
be in good condition, the apples readily brining from 
fifty to Hcventy-five cents each. 
While the ice liut4Kl, wc had no end of visitors. 
Captain Freeman lived on shore while the ship lay in 
port, and drove down daily in hi:t buggy, coming on 
^^ board for an hour or ao. 

H Calcutta, tlie capital of British India, is the chief 
conuneroial rantrc of Asia, and contains many Inslilu- 

■ tions of learning. The spirit of caste U strong, and the 
oontraat between the wealthy class and tbo mowtw, w1k> 
suffer the most abject poverty, is very sharply drawn 
r^ and painfully evident. 

^B Here ia situated the residence of the ICngUsh viceroy, 
H a building of grc^il iii;ignificence. built on four »ides of 
H B beautiful ganlen. The Maidnn. an esplanade extending 
H a few miles along the river, forms a fashionable promenadet 
^^ and parade ground for the milititry. One of its finwt 
Htreets, utticrwbe unexceptionable, but without shade 
^( trees, is called "Clivc" after a British nobleman who 
wa.s prominent in the acquisition of the tcrrititrj- of India, 
and the aubjugftUon of her people to the Brilisli Crown. 
In the heated term most of the English residenta leave 
the city, in which the mercury someUmes rises to 120* 
in the shade, and breathe the cooler atmosphere of the 
Himalayas, the nearest range being about 1,200 miles 
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from Calcutta. Those who are compelled to remain m 
the city, seek after sunset the cool breezes of the esplanade. 

The nativos moved about freely in tho extreme heat, 
being clothed entirely in white as a protection from the 
sun's fieri«rays. their heads protected by immense white 
turbans. AUhough the presence of Kuropenn chaructcria- 
tics might be noted in almost every prominent street, 
Hinduoi.'^m forced itaelf upon the attention againal the 
strong background of English prejudice and cuatoms, 
and bodies were cremated at the burning ghauts, while 
the aahea and partly burned remains were thrown into 
the river as of old. It wai< a common thing in the morning 
to clear away four or five corpses from the ship's gangway. 

With the exception of a ride along the strand on 
Sunday afternoons, there was very little shore visiting, 
it was so hot and sultry. The atmosphere, charged with 
moisture, made it anything but pleasant to go around 
sightseeing, and the offu'ent found it much more to their 
taste remaining on board, or visiting from ship to ship 
among theoLselvca. These gatheringa in the evenings on 
board some of their respective ships were jolly aGfurs, 
and highly enjoyed by all. 

Having taken on a cargo of jute, saltpetre, and other 
products of India, in due course our lading was com- 
pleted, and the ship unmoored, and hauled into the 
stream in charge of the harbor pilot. Dropping down to 
Garden Reach below the city, we came to anchor, awaiting 
the coming on board of the captain and river pilot, who 
made their appearance on the following morning, when 
the anchor was weighed and the ship proceeded down 
the river. 

Five days later, we passed Saugor, discharging our 
pilot at the pilot brig, and the ship commenced her Ijeat 
down the Bay of Bengal, against a strong southwest 
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monsoon. Very bad weather prevailed, with high ninda 
and fierce squalls, copious rains accompanied by vivid 
lightning and heavy thunder, compelling the carrying 
of short canvas, double and close reefs a part of the lime, 
while the heavy seas made prepress slow, and three 
weeks elapsed ere we were up with Ceylon. Gradually 
the weather grew belter after getting soulh of the Aoda- 
man Islands. 

One night, whenoff the southern end of Ceylon, we were 
sailing with a smooth sea and an eight-knot breeze, the 
moon being near its full, and about four bells in the mid- 
watch, while sitting on the weather side watching the 
ship's progress, and sdmiriog the beauty of the night, 
the ship suddenly i«eenied to stop, the sails that bad been 
rounded out asleep flapped Wolently, back and forth, 
and there was a rumbling sound that seemed to proceed 
from the bold, with a trembling throughout, as though 
the keel was dragging across a reef. For a moment I was 
startled, thinking we had struck a shoal, but au inslnnt's 
reflection convinced me there were no shoals in that 
vicinity, and it flashed upon my mind that we had 
experienced a submarine earthquake, and a severe shock 
at that. 

Captain Freeman rushed on deck, as well as the watch, 
but Ending no cause for alarm, again went below. 

Taking the S. E. trades fresh, the course was shaped for 
the south end of lliadagascar, when the ship sprung a 
leak that made lively work at the pumps. The heavy 
seas in the Bay of Bengal, against which the ship had 
been driven, had started the wood ends about the wat«r- 
Ijne, causing the oakum lo work out, developing a leak 
which grew worse daily until it took two thousand strokes 
per hour to keep her free. As the leak was known to bo 
just bdow the water-line, alongside the stem, Captain 



130 



OCEAN LUE 



Freenifin dociitcd to touch at Mauritian ad islaod in the 
Indian Ocean about five hundred miles east of Madagas«ar, 
and without entering Port Louis, come to anchor in 
smooth water just outside the port, when, by sliiflicig 
ev«r)-thing aft, bringing the leak out of water, it could 
be got at and stopped. This was siic<'essfully nceom- 
pllshed. Raising the island in the forenoon, we ran in 
fur the port, and dropped luiehor in smooth wat«r. 

Rolling alt water ranks aft, bringing the stem out so 
the carpenter could get to work, before night liu> leak was 
stopped, and gave us no more trouble during the home- 
ward voyage. It was a good piece of work. 

Mauritius wiw discovered by the Portuguese in 1505, 
and eame into possession of the British in 1814. Port 
Louis, the capital, ha.s a population of about C5,000. It 
has a considerable tra<ie, its chief export being raw sugar. 

Getting under way in the early morning, we parsed 
Reunion, or Bourbon Isle, Ij-ing one hundred and ton 
miles southwc(4t from M»uritiu.i. that evening. This 
island has an scti\*e volcano, upwards of 10,000 feet in 
height, which wa.s in a state of eruption as we pnAsed. 
The molten lava was distinctly visible running down its 
(tides in rivers of flanio, presenting a most l^enutiful 
appearance, ax seen from the ship. 

Passing Ma<laga8car, we soon lighted the land east of 
Capo Agulhii.1, and taking a stiff gale, we stood to the 
south'ard, and rounding the Cape of Good Hope, two 
days later, the ■• Eliiial»eth Kimball " passed St. Helena 
in ten days from the Cape. 

Tliis island, famous for l>eiug the prison of Napoleon I. 
from I81S to the time of hin dei»th, in 1821. lies aliout 
1,200 milf« west from -tic coast of Africa. It has an area 
of 47 *?»«• oiUm. with a population of about two thou- 
pd i» All important eoiUing station. 
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Fine S. E. trades prevailing, we made good progress 
towards the equator, all hands being busily employed in 
the u«ual ship's work described iii the foregoing chuptors. 
Crossing the line, we experienced a few days of light winds 
with rain squalU, then the tradea, when tarring down, 
painting and putting the ship in fine shape for our home 
port WHS the order of the day. 

Having passed the Bermudas and the Gtilf Stream, 
we struck soinuling^, heading for the South Channel 
between Georgea Uanks and tiape Cod. 

Favoring winds, but foggy wtrnlher, prevailing, we wer« 
bowling along about ei^ht )>e1Ii4 in the last dog-watch, 
when the ship slruek on the south shoal of the island of 
Nsntuctcet, with a force that startled all hands. 

"Hard upl" came the order, and the " Eliaabeth 
Kimball " responded. She never fully stopped, but 
dragging thruugh the sand, paid off, and in a few momenta 
vw dear from the shoal, having just srrni>ed ila outer 
adg^ and sustnined no serious damage. The fog pre- 
vented our seeing anything. It woa a narrow squeak, 
but in this case, " a miss was as good as a mile." 

Rounding Cape Cod Light the following morning, and 
taking a pilot on board, passing Boston Light and the 
islaods of the harbor, wo let go our anchor one hundre<l 
and twenty-two days from Calcutta. 

The cargo having been discharged and crew paid off, 
I epeot a few weeks at Marblehead, and then joined the 
barque " Glen " as mate for a voyage to New Orleuu. 
We loaded at Rockland. Maine, with lime. Nearly four 
DMnths were oc<!upie(l on this voyage, the greater part 
bring spent at New Orleans, where an epidemic of yellow 
fever was raging. Captain Samuel Prentjsa having left 
the barque in Rockl&nd, he was 8ucce«lc<l by Captain 
Green of PortluiKl, who waa laid up in hospital at New 
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Freeman decided to touch at Mauritius, an island in the 
Indian Ocean about five hunilrcd milrs, east of Madagascar, 
and without ent«ring Port Louis, come to anchor in 
smooth water JMst uutsido the purl, when, by Ehifling 
everything aft, bringing the leak out of water, it could 
be got at and stopped. Thin was KuccessfuIIy accom- 
plished. Raising the inland in tlie forenoon, we ran in 
for the port, and dropped anchor in smooth water. 

Rolling all water csAk« aft, hrin^^ng the »teiii out M 
tiie OHri>enter could get to work, before night the leak was 
stopped, and ga\'0 ub no more trouble during the home- 
ward voyage. It was a good jiieee of work. 

Mauritius was discovered by the Purtuguoso in 1606, 
and came into pos.ses.'uon of the British in 1814. Fort 
Louis, the capitiil, has a population of about 66,000. It 
has a considerable trade, its chief export being raw sugar- 
Getting under way in the early morning, we passed 
Reunion, or Bourbon Isle, lying one hundred and ten 
milea southwest from Mauritius, that evening. This 
inland has an active volcano, upwards of 10,000 feet in 
height, which was in a state of eruption as we passed. 
The molten lava was distinctly visible running down its 
stdca in rivers of flame, presenting a moat beautiful 
appearance, as seen from the ship. 

Pawing Mailagftscjir, we soon sighted the land cast of 
Cape Agulhas, and taking a atiff gale, we stood to the 
south'ard, and rounding iho Cape of Good Hope, two 
days later, the " KliEal>eth Kimball " paaae^l Ht. Helena 
in ten days from the Cape. 

This island, famous for lieing the prison of ti^^^fin I. 
from 1815 to the time of hia death, in K"'^' 
1,200 miles west from the coast of 
of 47 square miles, with a populatioij 
stnd, and is an Important coalingj 
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Pine S. E. trades prevailing, we mode good progrees 
ton'unU the equator, all bandit being busily employed in 
the usual ship's work described in the foregoing chapteni. 
Crossing the hnc, wo experienced a few days of tight winds 
with rain sqiialla, then the trades, when tarring down, 
painting and putting the ship in &ne shape for our home 
port was the order of the day. 

Raving passed the Bermudas and the Gulf Stream, 
we atruek soundinga, heading for the South Channel 
between Guorgca Banks and Cape C-od. 

Favoring winds, but foggy weather, prevailing, we were 
bowling along about eight bells in the last dog-watch, 
when the ship struck on the south shoal of the island of 
Nantucket, with a force that startled all hands. 

" Hard up! " caiue the order, and the " Elisabeth 
Kimball " responded. She never fully stopped, but 
dnj(ging through the sand, paid off, and in a few momenta 
was dear from the shoal, having juat scraped its outer 
edge, and ausliUiMd no !«crioua damage. The fog pre- 
vented our seeing anything. It was a narrow squeak, 
but in this case, " a miss was as good as a mile." 

Rnuiuling Cape Cod Light the following morning, and 
taking a pilot on board, passing Boston Light and the 
islands of the Harbor, we let go our anchor one hundred 
and twenty-two days from Calcutta. 

The cargo having been discharged and crew paid off, 
I spent a few weeks at Harblehead, and then joined tho 
barque ■• Glen " as mate (or a voyage to New Orieana. 
le<l at Rockland, Staine, with lime. Neariy four 
"ere occupied on thia voyage, the greater part 
I at New Orleans, where an epideraio of yellow 
«g. Captain Samuel Prcntlw having left 
ckland, he was suoccwled by Captain 
who waa laid up in hospital at New 
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Freeman decided to touch ut Mauritiiu, na island in the 
IndlAO Ocean nbout five huodred milea enst of MadagaMar, 
and without entering Port Loui», como to aa«hor in 
smooth wftt«r jiiat outHide the port, when, by shifting 
everything aft, bringing the leak out of water, it cou!d 
be got at and st«ppe<i. This was auroessfiilly accom- 
plished. Raising the island in the forenoon, we ran ia 
for the port, and dropped anchor in sinootJi water. 

Uolhng all water caska aft, bringing the atem out eo 
the carpenter could get to work, before night tli* leak was 
.stopped, and gave wi no more trouble during the home- 
ward voyage. It was a good piece of work. 

Mauritius was diHcovered t)y the f'ortug\ie«e in 1505, 
and camo into pmsoHuon of the British in IS14. Port 
Louis, the capil.il, has a population of alwut 05,000. It 
htm ft considerable trade, its chief export being raw sugar. 

Qotting under way in the early morning, we paaoed 
Reunion, or Bourbon Isle, lying one hundred and ten 
miles southwest from Mauritius, that evening. Tills 
island has an active volcano, upwards of 10,000 feet in 
height, which was in a state of eruption as wc pajtscd. 
The molten lava was distinctly visible running down ita 
sides in rivers of flame, prewnting a most beautiful 
appearance. !\s seen from the ship. 

Passing Madagascar, we soon itightc<l the land oast of 
(■apo Agiilhas, and taking a stiff gale, we stood to the 
ROUth'ard, and rounding the Cape of Good Hope, two 
days later, the " Elisabeth Kimball " pn.s.se<l .St. Helona 
ill ten days from the Cape. 

This island, famous for being the prison of Napoleon I. 
from 1815 to the time of his death, in [821, lies about 
1,200 miles west from the coast of Africa. It has an area 
of 47 square milex, with a population of about two tbou* 
sand, and is an important coaling station. 
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Rne S. E. trades prevailing, we made good progresa 
towards the equator, all hands being busily employed in 
the iLstial ship's work described in the foregoing chapters. 
Crossing the line, we experienced a few days of light vnnAa 
with rain squalls, then the trades, when tarring down, 
painting and putting Ihe ship in fine shape for our home 
port was the order of the day. 

Having passed the Bermudaa and the Gulf Stream, 
wc struck souiidiitgs, heading for the South Channel 
between Georges Uanks and Cape Cod. 

Favoring winds, but foggy weather, prevailing, we were 
bowling alon^ about eight bells in the ln.it dog-watch, 
when thi- ship struck un the south shoal of the island of 
Nantucket, with a force that 8tartle<l all hands. 

"Hard up!" came the order, and the "Elisabeth 
Kimball " responded. She never fully stuppcd, but 
dragging through the sand, paid off, and in a few momenta 
wipt clear from the shoal, having just scraped ita outer 
edge, and sustained no serious damage. The fog pre- 
vent«d our seeing anything. It was a narrow squeak, 
but in this rase, " a miss was as good as a mile." 

Rounding Capo C-od Light the following morning, and 
talcing a pilot on boarri, passing Batton Li^t and the 
klaoda of the Harbor, we let go our anchor one hundred 
uid twenty-two days from Calcutta. 

Ttw cargo having been discharged and crew paid off, 
I spent a few weeks at Marblehead, and then Joined the 
barque " Glen " as mate for a voyage to New Orleana. 
We loaded at Rockland, Maine, with lime. Nearly four 
^ore occupied on this voyage, the greater part 
at New Orteaos, where an epidemic of yellow 
Captain Samuel Prentiss having loft 
■*cktand, he was succeeded by Captain 
vho woa laid up in hospital at New 
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Freeman decided to touch nt Mauritius, an island in the 
Indian Ocean ubout five hundred milc« cast of Mudogasear, 
and without entering Port Louis, come to anchor in 
smooth n-at«r ju»t outfiido the port, when, by shifting 
c^-erythjng aft, brining the leak out of water, it could 
be got at and stoppwl. Tliis was aueccssfully accom- 
pli»he(i. Raiding the i8lan<l in the forenoon, we ran in 
for the port, and dropped anchor in smooth water. 

Reeling all water CAsk.s aft, bringing the stem out so 
the carpenter oould get to work, before night the leak was 
slopped, and gave us no mure trouble during the home- 
wani voyage. It was a good piece of work, 

Mauritiuij wan discovered by the Portuguese in 1505, 
and came intn potueasion of the British in I8I4. Port 
Louts, the capitid, has a population of ubout 0S,000. It 
has a eonniderable trade, itt chief export lieing raw nugar. 

Getting under way in the early morning, we passed 
Reunion, or Bourbon Isle, lying one hundred and ten 
miles aouthwcKl from Mauritius, that evening. This 
island has an active volcano, upwardn of 10,000 feet in 
height, which was in a state of eruption as we passed. 
The moltfin lava was distinctly visible running down its 
sides in rivers of flame, presenting a most beautiful 
nppearanoe, as seen from the ship. 

PiiMing Mfld.tga-sirar. we soon sighted the land east of 
<!ape Agnlhas, and taking a sUff gaJe, we stooil to the 
south'anl, and rounding the Cape of Oood Hope, two 
(iaya later, the " Klisalwth Kimball " passed St. Hel<>na 
in ten days from the Cape. 

This island, famous for iKiing the prison of Napoleon I. 
from 1815 to the time of his death, in 1821. lie-s about 
1,200 miles west from the coast of Africa. It has an area 
of 47 square miles, with a population of about two thou- 
sand, and is an itnportattt coaling station. 




CALCUTTA. — JUGGERNAUT 



131 



li^ne S. E. trades prevailing, we mule good progress 
towards the equator, all hands being busily employed in 
the usual Bbip'a work dwcribed in the foregoiag chapters. 
Crossing the line, we experienced a few days of light winds 
with rain squalls, then the trades, when tarring down, 
painting and putting the ship in fine shape for our home 
port was the order of the day. 

Having passed the Bermudas and the Gulf Stream, 
we fllnic-k .soundings, heading for the South Channel 
between Georges Banks and Cape Cod. 

Favoring wind.s, but foggy weather, prevailing, we were 
bowling along about eight bells in the last dog-watch, 
when the .'«hip struck on the south shoal of the island of 
Nantucket, with a force that startled all hands. 

" Hard up! " came the order, and the " EUaabcth 
Kimball " responded. She never fiJly slopped, but 
dragging through the sand, paid o)T, and in u few momenta 
won clear from the shoal, having just scraped its outer 
edge, and sustained no wrious <IamagD. The fog pre- 
vente<l our seeing an\'thing. It was a narrow squeak, 
but in this case, " a mias was as good »s n mile." 

Rounding Cape Cod LJght the following morning, and 
taking a pilot on board, passing Boston Light and the 
islands of the Harbor, we let go our anchor one hundred 
and twenty-two days from Calcutta. 

The cargo having been discharged and crew paid off, 
I spent a few weeks at Marblehead, and then joined the 
barque " Glen " as mate for a voyage to New Orieana. 
We loaded at Rockland, Maine, with lime. Nearly four 
fnopsfca v.ere occupied on this voyage, the greater part 
It at New Orleans, where an epidemic of yellow 
i|)tain Samuel Prentiss having left 
fkiund, he WAS surcMdml by Captain 
vho was laid up in hospital at New 
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Freeman decided Ui touch at MAuritius, an island in the 
Indian Ocean about five hundred miles eiist of Mndsgoscar, 
add without entering Port I^ouia, come to anchor in 
smooth water just out.iide the port, when, by shifting 
everything aft, brint^nK the leak out of water, it eould 
be got at and ntoppvd. This van successfully accom- 
plitthml. liaising the ialand in the forenoon, we ran in 
for the port, and dropped anchor in smooth wat«r. 

Rolling all water casks aft, bringing the .item out M 
the carpenter eould get to vrork, before night the leak was 
stopped, and gave us no more trouble during the home- 
ward voyage. It was a good piece of work. 

^Iiiuritiiis vfxt discovered by the Portuguese in 150&, 
and came into poa3ea<uon of the Britinh in 1814. Port 
Louis, the capit'id, hns a population of aljout 65,000. It 
has a considerable trade, it-<< chief export being raw sugar. 

Cietting under way in the eariy morning, we passed 
Reunion, or Bourbon Isle, lying one hundred and ten 
miles southwcitt from Mauritius, that evening. This 
idand haa an active volcano, upw&rdu of 10,000 feet in 
height, which was in a state of eruption as we passed. 
The molten lava was distinctly visible ruimitig down ita 
sidc:^ in riven of flame, presenting a most beAutiful 
aiqwarance, as seen from the ship. 

PoKing Ma^logftRcar, we soon sighted the land east of 
Cape Agulhaa, and taking a stiff gale, we stood to the 
ROuth'ard, and rounding the Cape of Uood Hope, two 
days lat«r, the " Kliiiaheth Kimball " passed St. Helena 
in ten da)'S from the Cape. 

This island, famou.') for i>cing the prison of Napoleon I. 
from 1815 to the time of his death, in 1821, lies about 
1,200 miles west from the coast of Africa. It has an area 
of 47 square miles, with a population of about two thou- 
und, and is An important coaling station. 




CALCUTTA. — JUGGERNAUT 



131 



rBne S. E. trades prevailing, we made good progress 
towards the equator, all hands being busily employed in 
tbc usual ship's viork described in the foregoing chapters. 
Crossing the line, we experienced a few days of light winds 
with rain squalls, thi>n the tradee, when tarring down, 
painting and putting the ship in fine shape for our home 
iport was the order of the day. 
Having passed the Bermudas and the Gulf Stream, 
we struck soundings, heading for the South Channel 
between Cieorges Banks and Cape Cod. 
Favoring winds, but foggy weather, prevailing, we were 
bowling along about eight l>e1U in the lii-tt do^Wfttcb, 
when the ship struck on the south shoal of the island of 
Nantucket, witli a force that startled all hands. 

"Hard up!" came the order, and the "Elizabeth 

Kimball " responded. She never fully stopped, but 

B drag^og througli the sand, paid off, and in n few raomenta 

^ was clear from the shoal, having just seruped its outer 

I edge, and sustained no serious damage. The fog pre- 
vented our seeing anything. It wna a narrow squeak, 
but in this ease, " a miss waa as p;ood as a mile." 
Rounding Cape Cod Light the following morning, and 
taking a pilot on board, pasting Boston Light and the 
islands of the Harbor, we let go our anchor one hundred 
and tweiily-twn daj-s from Calcutta. 

I The cargo having been discharged and crew paid off, 
I spent a few weeks at Marblehead. and then joined the 
barque " Glen " as mate for a voyage to New Orleans. 
We loaded at Rockland, Maine, with lime. Nearly four 
oeoupied on thb voyage, the greater part 
at New Orleans, where so epidemic of yellow 
Captain Samuel Prentiss having left 
ikland. he was aucceeded by Captwn 
vlio was laid up in tiospital at New 
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Freeman decided to touch at Mauritius, an UUnd in the 
Indian Ocean about livo hundred miles eaet of Madagascar, 
and witliout entering Port Louis, come to anchor in 
amooth water just oiittfido the port, when, by shifting 
fivcrytJiing aft, hrinpng the leak out of water, it could 
be Rot at and stopped. This was successfully accom- 
plishwf. Rni»ing the island in the forenoon, we ran in 
for the port, and dropped anehor in smooth water. 

Rolling all water casks aft, bringing l.lw !«teiii out so 
the csrjwntcr could get to work, before night the leak was 
stopped, and gave us no riiorc trouble during the hoIn(^• 
wafl voyage. It wa.i a good piece of work. 

Mauritius was discovered by the PorluguMO in 1505, 
and came into poH-scA-tion of the Hriti»h in 1814. Port 
Louis, the capital, has a population of about 65,000. It 
has a confflderable trade, iti* chief export licing raw nugar. 

Getting under way in the early morning, we passed 
Reunion, or Bourbon lale, Ij-ing one hundred and ten 
miles southwest from Muuritius, that cvvning. This 
island haa an active volcano, upwards of 10,000 feet in 
height, which was in a state of eruption as wc passed. 
The molt«n lava was distinctly visible running down its 
sides in rivers of flame, presenting a most beautiful 
Bppeorani%, as seen from the ship. 

Pauing Mad.'Lgaxcar, we soon sighted the land east of 
Cape Agulhos, and taking a slilT gale, we stood to the 
south'ard, and rounding the Cape of Good Ilope, two 
daya later, the " IClixabeth Kimball " pasa»l St. Helena 
in ton days from the Cape. 

This iHland, famous for lieing the prison of Napoleon I, 
from 1815 to the time of his death, in 1S2I. lict about 
1,200 miles we^t from the coast of Africa, (t ha3 an area 
of 47 square miles, with a population of about two thou- 
sand, and is an important coaling station. 
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^1 Fine S. E. traxlcs prevailing, we made good progress 
H towanU the equator, all hftud^ being busily employed ia 
" the usual ship's work described in the foregoing chapters. 
1^ CrosHDg the line, wc experienced a few days of light winds 
H with rain squalls, then the trades, when tarring down, 
1^ piiinting and putting the ship in fine shape for our home 
I port was the order of the day. 

^B Having passed the Bermudas and the Gulf Stream, 
i^ we struck soundinga, heading for the South Channel 

i between Georges Bunks and Cape Cod. 
Favoring winds, but foggy weather, prevailing, we were 
bowling along about eight bells in the last dog-watch, 
when the ship struck on the south shoal of the inland of 
Nantucket, with a force that startled all hands. 
" Hard up! " came the order, and the " Elijabetb 
Kimball " responded. She never fully stopped, but 
drag^ng through the sand, paid off, and in a few momenta 
was clear from the ehoal, having juit scraped it« outer 
»edge, and sustained no serioiu damage. The fog pre- 
vented our seeing anything. It was a narrow squeak, 
but in this case, " a mine w.-w iw good as n mile." 
Rounding Cape Cod Light the following monung, and 
taking a pilot on board, pasung Booton Ught and the 
1^ blands of the Harbor, we let go our anchor one hundred 
^B and twenty-two days from Calcutta. 
H The cargo having been diseharged and crew paid off, 
^^ I spent a few wcela at Marblehead, and then joined the 
barque " Glen " as mate for a voyage to New Orleans. 
We loaded at Rockland, Maine, with lime. Nearly four 
months were occupied on this voyage, the greater part 
being spent at New Orleans, where an epidemic o( yellow 
fever was raging. Captain Samuel Pfcnltit.s having left 
tJie barque in Rockland, he was succeeded by Captain 
GrcM of Portland, who was laid up in bofiHtal at New 
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Orleans for over a month, with the yellow fever. The 
second officer and myself were the only ones on board, 
the crew having loft on arrival. 

Neither of us took the fever, which may have been on 
account of our cargo. The lime having shrunk the 
barrels so that they literally fell to pieces, Uie best part 
of the cargo had to be shovelled out. The lime was all 
over everytliing, and in every corner and crevice of the 
ship. Owing to the scarcity of men, it was a long time 
before it could be discharged. The death rate, while we 
were Ijnng in the port, was from 6ve hundred to seveo 
hundred daily, but by the latter part of September it 
began to abate. 

I/)ading molasses for Boston, on October 12th, we took 
our departure from the city in tow, and reaching the bar 
the next morning, I never aiuffed anytlilog so delicious 
as the cool, salt hreezea that came from the gulf, laden 
with a BalJDO fragrance that we inhaled in long draughts, 
grateful enough to our senses, after having been penned 
up in New Orleans nearly all summer with an epidemic 
of yellow fever raging. We came to anchor for twenty- 
four hours to see if any new cases developed, and finding 
none, we got tmder way, and proceeded on our voyage. 

Entering the bay, and making Boston Light, when 
within two or three miles we hove to for a pilot. 

The weather was cold and raw, with indications of 
snow, and shortly after midnight it began to fall and the 
wind to rise, when, seeing no chance of a pilot and the 
light beginning to shut in with the snow, Captain Oroen, 
after a consultation with me, concluded to run in without 
a pilot. Keeping her off, we passed the light and kept 
a aharp lookout for the buoy on the tail of the Centurion 
Shoal, when picking it up, the barque was rounded to 
under the lee of George's Island, comiog to anchor in the 
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roads. By daylight it was raining and blowing hard, 
but proouriog a towboat, we picked up our anchor, 
and inside of two hours made fast alongside of Battery 
Wharf. 



CHAPTER XIV 

1856-1857 

CAPTAIN MKAOOU'S IDEAS. — OflMEHVANCE OF THE SABBATH. 
— SOCIAL LIFE IN CALCUTTA. — AXIUAL UFK ON 8U1P- 
BOARO 



About ten days after my return, I m«t Captain Edward 
HaMom of Beverly, then commandiiig the ship " Brutus," 
and I engaged with htm a» ftnt officer, for a voyage to 
Calcutta and return, reporting for duty on the ship, which 
lay at Cbarleatown, loading ice at Tudor'.s Wharf. The 
" Brutus " waa a line ship of about a thouiiaDd tons 
burthen; a regular Calcutta trader. This would be 
Captain Meacom's soventeenth coiisocutivo voyage to 
that port. It proved to be one of the nio«t pleasant and 
agreeable voyages I ever made ua chief ofBcer. 

Captun Meacoro was the most genial and gentlemanly 
of shipmasters. 

A ftailor, every inch of him, a good disciplinarian, 
never profane or overbearing, treating officers and men 
in a manner that endeared them to him, yet exacting 
perfect obedience to orders, and permitting no undue 
familiarity. 

Our ice lading completed, and stores taken in, the 
orew came on 1>oard. It comprised fourteen able HCamen, 
two ordinary, and four boys, the latter from Beverly 
and nil known to Captain Meacom, who took a great 
interest in them. The officers, besides myself, were Mr. 

m 
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Edmund Kimball, second, with Mr. Frank Ri^en, a 
nephew of Captain Meacom, as third mate. A c&rpe&ter, 
cook and steward complvtod our ship's complement. 
Sailing with brisk westerly winds, rounding Cape Cod, 
and passing out o( the South Channel, we entered the 
Gulf Stream, where the nose of the " Brutus " wits pointed 
to the eastward, and, favored by fresh, westerly galea, 
the old ship made good time towards the region of the 
N. E. trades. 

Getting into good steady weather, one evening in the 
dog-watch Captain Mcacom and I had a long talk, and 
he gave me his ideas relative not only to the work on 
abjpboard, but the course to be pursued with the boys 
and crew, to make everything pleasant on n long voyage, 
saying that much depended on the ofBceni. Uc would 
give the men all privilogcit consistent with good discipline, 
Init a firm, steady course of the same to be adhered to, 
and no abuse of men, no cursing or profanity allowed 
or practised by officers. An order given must be obeyed 
at once, and white kind to the crew, the oSicers sliuuld 
permit no familiarity. They should have good food and 
plenty of it, with plenty of work and no idle momenta 
for the men when on duty. 

Saturday Bft«rnooo was to Ito ^ven Jack to gel the 
fo'c'sle washed out , and do his own washing and mending, 
so there could be no oxeU)«c for doing this work on the 
Sabbath. Sunday waa to be a day of rest., no work 
permitted except making, taking in, and trimming of 
nils, while Sunday morning, weather permitting, divine 
•ervioe wa-i to Ix; held on the quurter-<leck, which all 
hands, dressed neatly, would be required to attend. 

The booby hatch, covered with the Americnn ensign, 
on which was to be placed the Bible and prayer-book, 
would be the reading-deek. 



^IK 



ocejls life 




to h&Tc A Kfaool for t&e bova to sCtwiii uid Btad]r 
■>wg>tioB, open to ma^ one who wiahed to do so. Hr. 
Taak RogBo, AM «fiMr, who wm * gnd aefaolar aad 

» Bae OMlbenMdciaii. to to have dtufe aad coMfa thfl 
boya, wUIb I mofmm/tniai tbm arraagiWBt BBMnDjr. 

Till iitMi^tiiiwfci Itii liiiiitij li>liiliTniim,liiiiMiliiiii|. 
a room vith bonJcs srooDid it «rna fitted op by ** Cfaipa ** 
(Uw oupeotar) m qmrtas Eor the bojs, oidiiuDM Ukd 
ecfpsirterj vnrtmi MineoB dBSomg it oBtter nr ™**f| 
as w«I] as Tor the p ui p a — of rtody. that thty thoold livg 
separate from the env, bat is no seoae as aa afterguard. 

TaluDg the trades, th« ireatber was s«qKtb, flyiog-fish 
to nhoals, whiJe dolplua, bouita and albecore were 
eoui^t almost daily, affording a taUe supply of fr«sb 
Sib, ton aod aft. Tbe first Sabbath for Sunday service 
arrired, causing a ripple of exctteiDent throughout th« 
ship. I had notified tbe crew Saturday aftemooD that 
■ e rr kw would tie held on th« quarterdeck th« following 
morning from t«a to eJe^'eo o'clock, and ever; man wsa 
requaited, unless itick, to be present, neatly dreesed. 
Evsfy officer would attend, and they would expect to see 
every man prment. 

Sunilay woa a beautiful day, trades st««dy, not over 
strong, light, Boeey cloudu orouud the faoriioo, and a 
quiet Sabbath hush pervading the ship. 

At 9.80, chain) for Captain Meacom and ofScers were 
brouj(ht from the cabin by the steward and placed about 
the booby hatch, and on the stroke of four bells (10 a. u.)> 
the order was passed by Mr. Kimball, " All hands aft 
to attend scrvicet" 
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ttie men responded by filing aft, Beating themselves 
the spare spars lashed along the waterways. All 
were clean, and neatly dressed, presenting a good appear- 
^ ance, an expectant look on most of their faces, showing 
B this was an entirely new departure in their loga, but with 
all a most respectful demeanor. 

■ Captain Mcacom, when all were seated, made a good, 
fatherly address, pointing out to the men how much time 
was waated in u sailor's life, that could be put to a good 
use; the desecration of the Sabbath, lx)th ashore and 
afloat; that the day was appointed by God as a day of 
rest, and for the worship of tlio Hfiiveiily Father; that 
I when they spent the day seeking their own pleasure and 
■ gratification rather than in a manner suitable to His holy 
^K will, they were rohbinK no less a persona/^ than the 
H Almighty Himself. If they would only take this to heart 
H and impress it upon themselves, there would be no danger 
of their triflinx away the hours thfit God had set apart 
I for His own giorj-, and His creatures' good. 
H He dn-elt upon the brevity in general of a sailor's 
life, and the importance of bein^ at all times prepared 

(for the great change, and said h« would read some selected 
passages of Scripture and prayers from the ritual for 
" servioea at sea," ending with a hymn, after which good 
booin from the ship's librar>' would be distributed among 
them, to be exchanged each Sunday, or as soon as read. 
TIte men listened respectfully throughout the services, 
and at six bells (II a. u.) all hands were dismissed, 
seeming to have enjoyed the meeting very much. 

These Sunday gatherings were observed weekly, until 

the n-eather rendered it inconvenient to hold tliem, and 

the library was always open for books. 

In the meantime the school of navigation prospered. 

boys could " fudge " (get through) a day's work. 
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wbiJe all were required to keep a log, or journal, which 
was op«n to iuspcctlon by Mr. Rogers, and looked over 
by myself as often aa once a week, all errora comicted 
and fluggestioas made- 
Entering the doldrums (the apace between the north- 
oiut and southeast trades at the equator). Iif;ht airs from 
all quarters were wcperieoced, with calms and ruin squalls, 
ac<?ORipanied by thunder and lightning. 

Waterapouts were frequent, no less than eight being 
sighted one afternoon; one of them quite near the ship. 
Watorvpoiita, being miniature tornadoes on the water, are 
ugly thin^B to ronie in contact with, a wreckage of spare, 
at leafl , i^ a prtily sure result of ouc citiesing a ship. 

Adnr a wmk's dela,v, taking the S. El trades fcoah, 
the " Mruitu " iiiiid<> good time south. 

f^arll lillttit twn ftttra and constellations appeared in 
(Iw bMVWW, wliik' llw " Southern Cross " and " Magellan 
i|ih>ud> " »\wm ni«i|>lr>udcnt in the dark hhie a)cy. 

hwHi wiilv IwiyhiMxl nstronomy poswsscd a fascination 
hit IIHh I W4>uld iMun huun) at night studying the li«nveiLly 
IhhIIim wllti Ihii Kfontcet delight, and in later years, at 
aim, 111 iito It WHM the greatest mystery how any one who 
hdd hml till' privilege of looking upon the nightly Tories 
iif IIh> llmiurnvnt, in the northern and Aouthctn hemi- 
HplM'im, i<*>uld ever doubt the existence of a di\ine being, 
Nil ull-wlw ruler of the univerEO. 

It was II plouiure to talk over with the bo>-8 the names 
of onwtallations. with the magnitudes of different starfi 
mid iilanetti, ii»d impart what little knowledge 1 possessed 
iif •nlninomy, but the approach to the Cape of Good 
ll(i]ia, Hiid llio advent of strong galea with rough weather, 
put nil onil to our ntar-gaiing for the lime being. 

f'niMing llie moriilian of the Cape, the "Brutus" 
drove nil lieforo lluo westerly gales, accompanied by snow 
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aod hhil squalls, covering between two hutulred and throe 
hundred miles daily. 

Pft.t.-ting the rocky islets of St. Paul and Amsterdnm, 
whicb are of volcanic origin, wo bore away north for the 
S. E. trades and the equator. The young8t«ni by this 
time had made good use of their hours below, and could 
lake a meridian observation and find their latitude at 
noon, take a morning or afternoon sight, finding tJieir 
longitude by fhrononict^r timo, snd keep the run of the 
■hip almo.st aa well as the officers. Their joiirnala were well 
kept, much to Captain Aleaooin's satisfaction, who often 
remarked, " The time given to these boj-s, Mr. Wliidden, 
will be repaid in the knowledge that tboy vni] be fitted 
for their profession. Theee boys in time niU become 
officOR! ami rise to the command of our ships, and in casB 
of trouble with foreign nations, our ships will bccom« 
the nuraerioH of seamen for our navy, and if every ship- 
maater would take three or four boys each voyage, good 
boya of good families, give them time to study, and devote 
attention to their training, in a few yews a change for 
the better would appear, a great improvement in our 
merchant marine would result, and in time of war our 
country would be the gainer." 

These words of Captain Mcaoom, in 1856, aeemed pro- 
phetic in view of the breaking out of the war, in !861, 
when the C'nited States Navy was lar^ly recruited froin 
(he nwrchant marine. 

Wo passed up the Bay of Bengal on the lant end of 
the southwest monmwn, and experienced light winds 
and generally pleasant weather. We made the pilot 
brig, and taking a pilot on board, an old acquaintance 
of Captain Meacom, entered the Hoogly, proceeding up 
the river. A Hindoo religioiut fe.stival was being held 
L J at Saugor Island, and the river was covered with boats 
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alonfc the river's bank gave a fine opportunitj' of viewing 
all the if)iipi)iiig in port, «a<:li ship dockod out with its 
national colors and numeral flaits, making a fine show. 
One was constAntly piutatng the most elegant equipages 
of the wealthy Enf;lish realdentii. Fine carriages con- 
taining army and na^-y officers in their rich uniforms 
rolled smoothly along over the finest of roads, while 
wealthy natives mid balx)os (merchants), in gorgeous 
coetURKS, mingled with the throng, eaeh rarriage having 
its native eoaehmiui and footman clad in immaculate 
white with great anowy turbans, while the native syce, 
or groom, that accompanied each equipage, carriage or 
humble bugg>-. ran ahead of the vehicle, waving hia arms 
and shouting in Hindostsnoo: 

" Clear the way, clear the wayt make room for the 
Sahibt •• 

After tho »ft«rooon drive the Kngliah residents take 
their bath and prepare for dinner, the meal of the day. 
In fashionable society these are generally " awett " 
nffnirs. 

Both officera and boya on the " Brutus " had ample 
opportunity of shore visiting while in port, and the crow 
had their ohore leave each Sunday in alternate watches, 
being well supplied with lil>crly money. During our 
stay in port I never saw any drinking, or a crew less 
inclined to dissipation on shore. 

We loaded with the usual Calcutta eargo, jute butts, 
etc., and were again ready for sea. Captain Meacom, 
who always liked fresli milk night and morning in his 
tea and coffee, brought from home a milch goat, and 
another was procured for the return voyage, in addition 
to which was a large stock of piga, goat^i, meeiie. ducks, 
chickens, and a big flock of pigoouH, fantail^ and other 
kinds. Captain Mencom believed in having plenty of 
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trunk ftQ immense apace is covered, and Uie banyua treo 
becomes the borne of mUIiooa of birds of every description, 
with colonies of monkeys, wliile beneatli its grateful 
shade the native finds protection from the scorching raj's 
of the midday sun. 

During the discharging of our ic« cargo, M in the 
" EUzabcth Kimball," we hud lobi of viators, and iced 
lemonade and other concoctions were raueb in evidence 
while the ice liutted. The reunions aboard each other's 
ships in the evenings were scenes of hilarity and good- 
fellowship. The ship on which a gathering was to be held 
on any particular occasion wa.s always in readiness to 
receive, the officer taking a pride in having everything 
in good shape, generally a nice spread, with all incidentals 
conductive to a jolly time, but everything within the 
bounds of decorum and good order. Well I remember 
our visita to the good old ship " Walpole," CaptaJn Wood- 
bury of Beverly, whose specialty was baked beans, and 
his Grst officer always had several pots ready baked to 
set before us. They were cooked in old New England 
style, that could not be obtained outside its limits except 
by a cook who had served hia apprenticeship in Beverly 
or Marblehcftd, and the cook of the " Walpole " was a 
native of the former town. With what gusto we cleared 
the table; after which Mr. Luvcring might have made 
use of the exclamation attributed to old Mm. Humphrey 
of Marbleliead. Mrs. Humphrey kept n Ixwrding-house 
in the old town, and when one of her boarders iiRke<l for 
more lM>aii.i, while several otheni waited expectiknUy, 
she ladled out the last spoonful in the dish, and beaming 
arouitd the table, exclaimed, "Therol I calculated on 
I just enough to a t>eant " 

H The bugg>- rides along the strand (river front), on a 

I Sunday afternoon, were charming. The road leading 
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tlon^; the river'a bank gave a fine opportunity of viewing 
all the Hliipping in port, each ship decked out with its 
national colore and numeral flags, making a fine show. 
One was conalaiitly pawing tlio most elegant eqiiipagcn 
of the wealthy English residenta, Hne carriaRes con- 
taining army and navy of^ccni in their rich uniforms 
rolled smoothly along over the finest of roads, while 
wealthy natives and batxtox (inorthanU), in gorgeon.i 
costumes, mingled with the throng, each carriage having 
its native coachman and footman clad in immaculate 
white with great anowj- turbana, while the native syce, 
or groom, that accompanied each equipage, carriage or 
humble buggy, ran ahead of the vehicle, waving his arma 
and shouting in Hindost»noe: 

" Clear the way, clear the way! make room for the 
S«hibl " 

After the afternoon drive the EngUali reeldenta take 
thdr hath and prepare for dinner, tlie meal of the day. 
In fashionable society these are generally " swell " 
uBitin. 

Roth officers and boys on the " Brutus " had ample 
opportunity of shore visiting while in poK, and the erew 
Itsfl their shore leave each Sunday in alternate watches, 
being well supplied with liberty money. During nur 
stay in port I never saw any drinking, or a crew less 
inclined to dissipation on shore. 

We loaded with the usual Calcutta cargo, jute butts, 
etc., and were again ready for sea. Captain Meacom, 
who always liked frenh milk night and moniing in hla 
tea and coffee, brought from home a milch goat, and 
another was procured for the return voyage, in addition 
to which was a large stock of pigs, goats, geese, dueks, 
chickens, and a big Rock of pigeons, fantuls and other 
kinds. Captain Meacom believed in having plenty of 
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Uv« stock on board, itnd when it could be obtained ae 
oh«^ly aa in Calcutta, always laid in a big supply. The 
dMks were literally packed witb coops and pig-pens. 

Iq addition to stock, the boyit and crew had great 
numbeiB of pets, — comprising cockatoos, parrots, minaa 
Biid Java flparrows, liesides a few monkeys of variolic 
sues. 

Sailiug down the river with a fair wind, wo passed the 
James and Mary Shoals, Diamond Harbor, Kedgeree, 
and Saugor Island, discharged the pilot at the pilot 
station, and with tine weather and a fair wind proceeded 
down the bay. 

What a change from our pajitaage down in the " Eliza- 
beth Kimball," when gales, torrential rains, thunder 
and lightning prevailed, with trcmendoits seas into which 
the ship drove, straining in cver>' timber day after day. 
Now, Ane, beautiful weather with dear sldea, sea as 
smooth, nimoDt, as a pond, and great water snakes 
swimming alx)Ut in all directions, witli occasionally a big 
turtlo asleep on the water. 

We passed Ceylon with tta spicy brcexes, and crossed 
the equator in ten days from the pilot brig; taking the 
traded not over strong, our course wa« shaped for Ibe 
Capo of Good Hope. Nothing of note occurred until 
nearly up with Cape Agulhas. 

On our passage down the Bay of Bengal, Captain 
Meaeom conceived the idea of building a model hou»e for 
the stock that would do away with the great number of 
coops R^attere<l about the deck, ami ronlitie nil in one 
spocv, yet have them separate from earh other. 

Utilising the capstan on the main de<rk, tlw cjirpenter 
!n.terted joista into the hantUpike-holee. These jolste 
extended nearly to each side, leaving a goo<l passageway 
between, and coming, also, within two feet or so of the 
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Sfe-roU around the maininast, and witluD four feet of 
the cabin eatraace; in short, the bouse took up pretty 
much ull the muiit deck abaft the mainnmst. On each 
side were ver]' large coops that drew out and pushed in, 
like a chcitt of drawers. On one side were kept the geese, 
the other duoks, and the other two chickens nod fowls. 
In the (Jontre were the goats, while the whole upper part 
was devoted to pigeons, who rooet«d on the joiete, and 
flew around the ship, passing back and forth through the 
holes made for them, always returning at niglit to their 
coop. By the time we were up with the Cape, the cook 
had made large inroads upon them, but there still remained 
a goodly number, besides the pi^ that were kept in the 
large sties forward by theinsolvea. 

Just cast of Cape Agulhas, the "' Brutus " took a sharp, 
short gale, with very high sea. Under a dose*recfcd main 
topsail aod foretopmast staysail, she had been standing 
to the soulh'ard, when the oi-der was given to " wear 
8bip." With the wheel aweather, she came gracefully 
round on the port tack, heading to the north'ard. This 
brought the sea well on our port bow. 

Half an hour passed, when ^ancing up from Homething 
I was about at the time, I saw towering high above the 
bulwtu'ka a great curling wave just ready to break. With 
a yell to the men to look out for themselves, I eeixed a 
piece of running gear, passing several turns around my 
body, and a spare spar. The next instant the crash 
came. Driving ^vith the force and fury of an avalanche, 
the wave swept over us, starting the forward house, filling 
the decks with water, and knocking the model stock house 
into smithereens, while the live stock were in a moment 
swimming and flouting around the deck. 

Finding no one was injured or swept overboard, all 
hands were ordcnxl to save the stock and throw them 
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into the cabin doorwAy, so wading into tho water and 
grabbing what they could lay lay their hands on, the 
crew threw geese, chiekeos, ducks and pigeons into the 
cabin compsnionway, while large aurat>era were lost. 

Between the forward part of the after house and main 
cabin waa a wide passageway, with my stateroom on 
one aide and the second mate's on the other, mine unfor- 
tunately being to leeward. 

Knocking out two side ports, the ship quickly freed 
herself from water, 

I had taken with me on that voyage a dog, named 
" Dash." In bad weather ho usually took up his quarters 
in my stateroom, the door to which was a sliding one. 
Before the catastrophe this door had accidentally been 
left open, and afterwards had Iwen clouted by some one, 
and on opening it when I went below, after all was in 
order again, to change my wet clothes, a comical sight 
met my eyca. 

My pillow was occupied by a big goat, who glared 
defiance at the dog, who stood at the foot of the berth, 
and a pig reclined in the centre, while all around were 
chickens, gw-sp. »n<I ]iij;eons wriiiKing wet, and everything 
in tlie room, bedding and bedclothes, were soaking. There 
was about six inches of water washing about the deck. 
Calling several of the men,'! had the stock cleared out 
and «vcr>-thtng righted. Tliis was the only unlucky »oa 
we shipped for tlie voyage. 

Shortly after the gale moderated sail was mode, and, 
the wind favoring, we slid by Agulhas, with the land well 
abourd, to catch the strong westerly cunent that pravaQs 
close alongshore. 

Having passed (he Cape of Qood Hope and Cape Town, 
the touUi Atlantic seemed like i^n entering home waters. 
Freab breezes soon brought ua up to St. Helena, aod 
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from now on the youn|i^ra got a good innght into 
ship's work, besides being put through a coune of instruc- 
tion in iunara. Captain Meaeom daily taking a series of 
distances, snd h»ving the boys work thorn out for the 
longitude under the guidance of Mr. Rogers. Before 
thoy reached the equator, they had attained great pro- 
iidency in taking and working out lunar observations. 

The ship, in eomnion with all Calcutta tnuiers, was 
infested with cockroaches of enormous size, some of them 
being two and even three inches, in length. 

Although only cockroaches, they were most destructive. 
Just before rain they would swarm out ol the after hatch 
in clouds, the helmsman being obliged to keep bis hat or 
cup waving to keep them elear from hi.H f»ce, while the 
decks at night would be almost covered with them, and 
in stepping on them an explosion would follow with a 
report ."(imihir to the crack of a i^nmll pistol. VMieii 
painting ship tlicy would eat the paint from the plank- 
sheer and waterways at night, about. a8 TaaI a» it could 
be put on, seeming to thrive and grow fat on a diet of 
white lend and " Paris green." Holes were eaten through 
the plank-^theer, and, on dischar^ng our cargo in New 
York, we found Ihey hud eaten lioleet in llic iwlid oak bitts 
between decks into which one could almost insert one's 
fist. Beyond biting at sleeping Jack's hair and linger- 
nails, which latter they would often gruiw to the quick, 
they (lid not trouble us with their carnivorous propcn- 
sities, but the odor from them wa.s most offensive. Noth- 
ing but drowning tlicm out by sinking the xhip seems to 
have any effect in killing them, and that is not always 
convenient. In the " Elizabeth Kimball " we had a 
few, but nothing as compared with the " Bnitus," that 
bad been for many yoant in thi^ East India trade. 

Carrying the trades acro-is the equator and experiencing 
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nsitber ealras nor light airs, the wind gradually drawing 
around to E. N. E. and freshening, sliding into the N. E. 
trades without an effort, we now came to the last quarter 
on the home atretch. All hands, fore and aft, were 
feeling in good spirits, and all, especially the youngstnn, 
eagerly looking forward to a safe and speedy arrival at 
New York and old Beverly, where the joyous " welcome 
home " awaited them. I would frequently hear the 
boys in the dog-watehea rehearsing their plans of what 
they would do after they should arrive; wondering 
whether this or tliat girl had been ntaunch and true, 
and if so-and-so were married? A day of particulariy 
fresh trades alwaj's elicited the remark, " Ahl the Beverly 
giria have got hold of the tow-line sure." 

The fielda of floating gulfwoed had a home look, while 
ever>' vessel sighted was a subject of speculation as to 
where she was from, how long out, and where bound. 
We would often signal, if convenient, by Mar^'att'a code, 
and all these questions would be anawerod, with many 
otJters. 

Passing the Bermudas and Cape Hattcras, wo crossed 
the Gulf Stream with a rattling breexe, heaving to at 
midnight for soundings which showed ninety fathoms. 
We took a pilot on board of! Barnegat Light, and he 
received a mt»it royid welcome. He brought the piipers 
with him, giving us all the news, and they were passed 
around to all hands. 

Sandy Hook passed, we hove to at quarantine for the 
doctor, but his visit was short. He made an examination 
of all hands, and finding every one in good condition, 
and being shown a clean lull of health from Calcutta, 
which was an open sesame, he passed us to the city of 
New York, off which we dropped anchor oppasite the 
Battery until it was known where we were to dock. 
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My second voyage to Calcutta was ended. 

Runnera from the sailors' boitrditig-houses now came 
on board to make arrangementa with the crew to stop 
at one or the other of their houses, but not a man was 
allowed to be taken out of the iihip until she was fast at 
the dock. I also gave the men a little advice against 
drinking with them, almost every runner having a bottle 
of Bpirits, *nd I was pleased to see my advice generally 
followed. When the ship was taken by tugboat to dock 
the following day and tied up to the pier, every man, when 
be left the ship with the runnets. was sober, the only onea 
at all intoxicated being the runners theuiselvee. 

The youngsters, with ordinaries, got their meals at a 
restaurant but a short distnuce troiu the ship, until all 
bands were paid off, two days later, when th«y look 
their departure for their homes. 

Remaining on board until the cargo was discharged, 
I took my meali on shore, and slept on the ship. 

It was a queer sight at the dock when the bales of jute 
were hoiatc<l out of the ship's hold. Kach one was black 
with the most enormous roaches, and the instant the bale 
touchcil the dock they would scuinper in all directions. 
The ship was lying at the foot of Wall Street, and people 
who had met swarms of them travelling up the street, 
evidently bound up " on change," came on board to 
inquire what ttpecies of bird they were, never having seen 
their like before. 

The cargo being all right. I was paid off, and taking 
passage for Boston on th« Fall River line of steamers, 
arrived safely and took up my residence there for the 
time bfflng. 

This practically ended my services as first officer. I 
was now on the lookout for u command, which was hard 
to obtain without influence or money to buy into a ship. 
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Beooming an owner of a smaU porUoa, an dghth, mx- 
teentb, or even a thirty-eecond ownerahip in a erali, may 
insure a o^toinoy, but this I did not have, and so had 
to depend upon my record as first officer. 
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command, adding tbal in addition to lior freight out, I 
might get ft chance to sell her at the river (Rio de la 
Plata) at a better price than eould be obtained in Boston. 
Going out from his office, 1 w«nt home happy, the only 
concern I had being the fear that some one might buy her 
before »hc wax uken off the murket, but no such c^damity 
occurred. I was informed, in due course, that she would 
load for Buenos Ayres, and I could at once lake command. 
This I lost no time in doing, and liitving tthipped my 
officers, I mode out n list of stores needed for the voya;^, 
and ordered the shipping master to engage n crew, al»o 
purchasing such iiulruineuts and charts aa were neces- 
H3r>'- 

The lading completed, the erew wore ordered on board 
and the pilot notified, and taking my final instructions 
from Mr. I)Rchon, the owner, I repaired to the barque, 
iriiere I found all in readiness for sea. 

Although she was a little craft, I stepped over the gang- 
way with as much pride as though ohe had been an 
nghteen-hundi'ed-ton ship, and giving orders to cast off, 
sail having l>e^ii made at the nharf, the " Little Liisie " 
was pointed down (ho harbor, pasxod the islands, and 
through the narrows, and arriving at Dustou Light, the 
pilot, after wishing me a pleasant voynge, look hisdepar* 
ture. 

In addition to the luml>cr lielow, n deck-load had been 
addetl whii;h came just even with the rails, leaving a 
space around the mainmast and pumps. Stancbiona 
were placed around the barque's siilcs througli which 
lifc-linea were now rove as a precaution against any one 
going overboard in a blow or Maway. Pnwing Minot's 
Liglit, we were noon up with the highlands of Capo Cod, 
and our course shapetl out of tlic South Channel, clear 
of which, the barque was pointed to the oastwurd. 
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On trying the pumps the iirst night it was soon apparent 
that cither they had been staoding a long while, or the 
" Little Lizsiu " vms Kivdiy in need of caulking below the 
water-line. It gave mp no uneasiness, however, as I 
felt it might take up, and loaded with lumber, there was 
no danger of her ainkiag. If it was pump to Buenos Ayres, 
why, pump it i<hou1d be! It would never do to put in 
with a leak on my first command. 

Getting a atifT gale with a high sea, ere we had been a 
week out, it was found that the barque made no more 
water in rough weather than in smooth wa4«r; that the 
leak was a steady one; that with hourly spells at the 
pumps she could easily be kept free. Itut pumping so 
frequently gave little time for much else besides making 
and taking in sail, and attending to ship generally. 
There waji no grumbling, and all wa;; pleasant on board. 

F'avored with good winds, we struck the N. E, trades 
freah, and bowled along, with all the canvas that oould 
be piled on, for the equator. 

Before leaving, I had undertaken to keep a log for 
Lieutenant M. F. Maury, U. S. N., superintendent of 
wind and current charts for the government at Wash- 
ington, with notes and observations on ti(Iw«, wta currents, 
clouds, storms and winds, with all the phenomena of the 
eea. This, with my own jountal, ttn<i looking after the 
ship, occupied my time pretty well, and the daj's passed 
rapidly mth no idle moments on my hnncU. A week tn 
the doldrums, with squalls of wind and rain, with light 
airs, kept the watch on deck busy with the sails, when, 
taking the S. E. trades, we again crossed the equator. 

Sghting Fernando Norohna and Cape Frio, ten days 
later saw the " Little Lizzie " uFT the Rio de la Plata, 
where she encountered her first setback. The weather 
became very bad, gale succeeded gale for seven or eight 
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days, blowing ua offshore a long distAnce, at the pnd of 
which time the wind moderated, the weather cleared, 
Mid the barque cominf; up nearly to her couisc for Lobos 
Island, the sea gradually growing smooth, with a lino 
breeze blowing, two reefs were shaken out and to'gall'nt 
saila set, and the barque wiu; soon bowling along from 
eight to nine knot^, making good time toward.-s Lobos, 
now distant about sixty miles. 

Although the weather was warm for the seafon, with 
bright sunshine, I did not like tho looks or feeling of it. 
The barometer was very low, with a falling tendency, 
but aside from this there was no indication of bad weather, 
or any ehange after nine o'clock (two bella), exoept a 
steady fall of the ^ass ; otherwise the night was so fine, 
and )>etng anxious to take advantage of tho favorable 
slant of wind, I wjis loth to shorten sail. 

It was perfectly clwir, not a cloud to he seen in the 
heavens, the atara shining with a brilliancy seldom 

uallcd, wat«r smooth, but each time I looked at the 
meter I would find it a little lower, and I felt that 
iomething out of the ordinar)' was coming, yet it seemed 
imi)ossible not to have time to get sail off. 

At four bolls, fooling tired, having been up a long time, 
I told Mr. Lovett, the mate, ! would lie down on the 
lounge in the cahin, and if there was any indication of a 
ehange, or any increase of wind, to call me at once. Going 
below, I lay down, but not to aloop, being too anxiotu, 
as the barometer was now 28. 

About six bells (1 1 p. it.) I heard Mr. Lovett descending 
the steps. 

" Well! any change? "' I inquired. 

i" No sir," he replied, " with the exception that the 
wind is a little stronger, I tlittik." 
" All right, sir, I'll be up in a moment," I answered. 
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Mounting the steps, aa my bettd cnme out of the voin- 
paiiionwsy I <let«ct«d a faint flush of Lightning in the 
Houthwp-slcrn quarter, I Rave the order to braid up th« 
(■paiiker, clew up the tu'gidlunt saila, furling them, and 
to haul up the mainaaii before they laid aloft at the main. 
Before the sail could Ije handed the wind increased rapidly, j 
Telling the hehnsraan to put his wheel up and keep her 
dead before it, I also liailed the second officer to get on 
deck iiistiintly, Mr. Lovott having gone aloft to a$«at 
the men. Running forward over the deck-load, letting 
go the topnnil halliarda on the way, I called to the watch 
to hurry on dock, not stopping to put on many clothes. 
By the time they made tlieir appearance, the inen with 
the mate wer« down from aloft. With all sail clewed up, 
»ud uHhough running dead liefore the wind, over two 
hours of the hardest kind of work elapsed before every- 
thing was furled, and the barque hove to on the port 
tuck under a mizzcn staysail made of No. 1 cotton canvas, 
entirely new. By this time the wind was blowing with 
hurricane force; above a ototidlcst) sky, but everything 
now aniig. with the exception of the fore to'galtant aail 
that blew away ere it could l>e furled. The sea had risen, 
but the wind was too heavy to permit its xiBiiig very high. 
The barque lay almoHt on her l>eam-ends, the Mpars lyingi 
at such an angle the wind passed over, her masts not| 
offering much resistanoe to its full force. Lying with 
Iter lee rail tn the water, the men doing nothing, but 
holding on for their livct, eight hours pamed, after whloh 
the wind began to abate in violence. From the lime the 
wind struck it* at deven the night before, the barometer 
had risen rapidly, the lowest being 27.70, which had gone 
up by daylight to nearly 29, and waa still rising. 

From thb time the gale moderated very fast, and by, 
JO A. u. sail wai again made. By night the main to'gallant 
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Bail WAS set, and a new fore one Iwnt, »iiii the wind 
favoring us, wc were soon up with Loboa Island, pasaing 
which, wc shortly sighted the Mount, coming to itnchor 
outside the harbor of Montevideo. A boat from shore 
in the early morning came on board bringing fresh bocf 
and vegel-ables, also a river pilot who had been signalled 
for. and we were soon under way for IIueno» Ayres, 
The Kio de la Plata, from the junction of the Parana 
ltd Uruguay Rivers, is very wide, about thirty miles 
Btween Buenos A\Tes and Colonia. and increasing in 
width ju* it ai)pr(J8<^he« the ocean, it is a niuddy, luri>id 
stream, having at times of freshets a etroog current. 
Anchorage fori*bi|>ping at Buenot* Ayrw, iinlew< the vc8»el 
is of light draught, is in the outer roads, about eight or nine 
miles from shore. Between the outer and inner roada 
lies a wide bonk of shoal water, hut v««els nf from eleven 
to twelve feet draught can cross it to the inner roads about 
a tuile from tlie hinding inole. The water there is mueh 
smoother than in the outer roads, the bunlt breuking the 
M*. although iti a winter southeaster, tiie Plata can get 
up a very respectable eea even in the inner roads. Iti 
the Htrong soulheiut gales of the winter season the waves 
run high, and a ship needs good ground-tackUng, but 
the holding ground U good. It is sometimes a week at 
a time when no work of discharging cargo can bo at- 
tempted, it l)eing impossible for a lighter to lie alongside 
a ahip; oven communieation with the shore would bo 
cut off, although it must 1>e pretty rough weather whea 
the shore boats that supply the ships with fr*«h l)cc( 
nti<l vegelablcH, lake the mails, and carry the captains 
baek and forth once a week or so, cannot go off. All tlie 
captains live un shore, boarding at some of the many 
boarding-houses, These are kept tnoetly by An>oricai» 
or Englisli. Mine was presided over by Mrs. Bradley, 
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formerlj' of Portsmouth, N. H., who with her three 
daughters concluded one of the be»t etttftblishmenls in 
Buenoa Aj-res, It was patronized almost entirely by 
Amcncan shipmasters with their wive«, if married and 
accompanied by them. 

Taking lulvantnge of high water, the "Little Liitzic" 
cravied the bank, anchoring in the inner roads amonK a 
numbcroflight-draughl vessels like herself. Thiswasmuch 
more convenient, as it was but a short distance from the 
landing mole, and communicjition with the shore could 
be had daily, or at any time that it was necessar)-. 

The water front of the city of Buenoti Ayrcs wtw very 
different from the present day; then all discharging was 
done by lightem, but of late years docks have tjcen 
built ut Enscnsdn. below the city, to iicoommodat« the 
shipping, or a portion of it. 

The population at that time was upwards of llireo 
hundred thousand, while to-day it numbers nearly a 
million. It U the capital of the Argentine Republic, 
and is the first city in size in South America. Itti export 
trade is very large, liesides having important manufactur- 
ing interests. 

Rosuio, lying northwest of Buenoti Ayree, on the 
Parana River, is second only in commercial importance, 
itA population l>eing today upwards of 12.5,000. Stock 
raising is its chief industiy, — cattle, sheep, horses, 
etc., in vast herds. Tlie pasturage afforded by the 
central plains is practically unlimited. The production 
of wool, also, is one of its greatest industries, and of this 
Buenoa Ayrea Province is the chief seat. 

Sailing up the Parana River, from Buenoa A>'Te8 to 
Roaario, from the deck of the vessel con be aeon immense 
grxisy plains, one great level ns far as the eye can reach, 
covered with seemingly countless numbers of horses and 
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cfttlle, griiziiig. it formed » sight worth many miles of 
travel to aee. 

The illustrntion shows La Boca del Rio Chttco circa de 
Barracas (the mouth of the Uiver Cbano near the ware- 
house) »t BueiiOH Aym-;, 1856. The old established house 
of S&inuel B. Hale being my coiisigneeii, as it was of almost 
all of the Americaii ship^ in port, I mode daily visits to 
the offices at the Barracaa lyiag at the lower part of the 
city. Here the captains not only met each other, but 
joined the consignees and the employees of the firm in 
social intercourse. Here they received their letters and 
newspapere, and if any one was not so fortunate as to 
raceive any mail, he learned the home news from othertt. 
There was always a nice lunch set out, of which all who 
choae were invited to partake. Frequent invituUonK to 
dine were given to a few at a time, and these diimers 
were very sociable gatherings, enlivened hy music and 
witty conversation, all .-serving to make tlie time paaa 
most agreeably. 

Meanwhile the work of di-scharging our lumber pro- 
ceeded. On account of the sliallowiicss of the wiit«r along 
the city front, the liideti boats or lighteni could not 
approach nnthin a long <liiitancc of the Cu;<tom HotL'Mt 
mole, where all goods were landed, and even,'thing had 
to be carried on shore from the llghteni in high carUi, 
drawn by horses. It was a queer sight to see the teams 
going out nearly a hidf-mile from shore, coming in loaded, 
and retundng empty. In addition to the Custom Hottse 
mole, there wa.i the landing mole, where nil boata from the 
shipping landed. It was, I should judge, about an eighth 
of II mile in lengtti, making a fino promenade, always well 
I filled with people in fine weather, but when there was A 

I heavy sea on, landing from boats was a difficult and 

I hazardous operation. All along the mole were davits 
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with boats hoiflted, banging ready for an emergency. 
Along the water front on each side of the niolo was built 
a line soa-walj, in front of which, extending a long way out 
into the river, were large lumps callod " fusww," highly 
dangerous to a Iwat getting among Ihotn in a sea- 
way. 

Our cargo having been discharged, the barque waa now 
put into fine condition as to «i>j)eiirance, painlvd outaidc 
snd inside, spars scraped, and everything polished up 
iintU she shone like a fiddle, and aa she hiy with her royal 
yards across, she much resembled a yacht. It waa my 
intention to sell her if potulble, and Uie conaignec« were 
looking out sharp for a customer. In the meantime there 
wan very little to do but enjoy myself. 

Hontebuck riding was the favorite amusement of the 
captains, among whom wait my old friend Captain Wiltiajtt 
firegory of MHrbli>h(>ad, rommunding tlie Imrcjue " Al- 
Imts," and tilnioxt every itfleniuon wo took long gallops 
into the country from ten to fifteen milce, sometimea 
much farther when we stwrtinl earlier. Tlii» was not only 
most enjoyable and exhilarating sport, but very inex- 
pensive, honte-Rcsh Iteing at n low figure, A good hone 
could be bought for five or ten doilara, and a superb 
animal for fifteen. Onr stay in port oil that voyage 
covering four months, I bought a fine animal the second 
month for fifteen dollam. I had him fed, and taken care 
of, and used him almost daily, and on leaving gave him 
away in payment for his " keep." 

One of our most enjoyable excursiona waa in company 
with eix or eight genial fellows to the e»tanWo of an old 
German, who kept a sort of tavem for travellers, or 
parties* making him a call from the city for a good dinner, 
or a bottle of line old Hock or Moselle, of which he had 
n large supply in his cool eellars. Leaving Huenos Ayrea 
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at uboiil two p. u., a brlik ri<le, or leisurely g&llop of aa 
hour or so, brought us to his place, when dismountiag 
nnd httving had the dual removed, we tinted oursclvM 
at tables in a most pleasant arbor with rich cluaters of 
grapes hanging in luactous jiendanU from the vinoji 
overhead, our leafy covering protecting ua from the sun's 
hot rays. 

Ordering a bottle or two of cool, sparkling Moselle, we 
would »it ulmtling for an hour, enjoying our wine and 
fragrant cigars, while our horses rested. The sun mean- 
while would I>e getting lower, and as it neare<l the horixon'a 
edge abating much of itJS fervor that had mode it opprea- 
aivety warm at noontide. 

Again mounting our atceda, a brisk gallop would soon 
take us back to the city, to pma an entertaining evening 
at our board ing-bouso with music and the compatiioii-fhip 
of the ladies of our party. 

During my stay many pleasant aoquaintanees were 
formed. friendsMpa that lasted for years. 

On my going tn the office one day Mr. Hale informed 
m« that ho had a prospective euiitonicr for the barque 
Bt a price nearly double what the owner would have 
liiken for Iier in Boston, and said he wmild l>e on board 
the following day to inspect her. Since her cargo hict 
iMwn discharged l>or benda and upper works had been 
caulked, provioua to painting. Early the next morning 
I went on t)oanl, followed shortly by Mr. Hale with 
Captain Manuel, a Portuguese, who wished to buy, 
to command. I showed him over the " Little Lixxie." 
after which he partook, with Mr. Hale, of a nice little 
lunch in the caMn, with a few glasaea of nine. Pleased 
with the barque and all on l>oard. the next day the aabt 
was consumnialed. Captain Manuel talking possession 
and command aa soon as papers were niad« out and 
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signed. He a]t«red her Dame ta " I^ Chiquita Paulina " 
(Litlli! Pauline), after his dnuglitcr. 

The officer!) and crew were paid off and lierths for the 
former found ou vctwcLi homeward bound, while the crew 
shipped on vaiious craft bound for the United Statea 
and elsewhere. A fortnight later I engaged passage on 
the barque " Swallow " of Salem, (Captain Stephen Upton, 
bound fur that port. 1 bade my cunsignocfi good-by, 
took leave of my ^nia! landlady and her family, and 
with a hearty handahakc from my fellow slupmasten, 
embarked with Captain Upton from the mole. A run of 
an hour and a half placed us alon^do the " Swallow," 
lying in the outer road«. Anchor was at once weighed, 
and with a leading wind uc took our departure from 
Buenos Ayres, landing our pilot at Montevideo the follow- 
ing morning. Paasing Ixibat Island, Alaldonado, and 
Cape St. Mary, we were soon again on the south Atlantic, 
homeward bound. 

The " Swallow " was a very pretty barque of fivo 
hundred tons, quite sharp, with good sailing qualities, 
Runli fore and aft, with the e.vceptiun of n break in the 
deck abaft the mainmai^t, having a foot rise from that 
aft, all her cabin and forecastle acconmiodations being 
Ijelow deck. 

With fine weather and Rteady trmia* we were in the 
latitude of Pernambuco, when about four bells in the 
morning watch, we experienced a. sharp earlhquukc shock. 

The following afternoon, while sitting by the com- 
panionway aft, reading, for which there was now plenty 
of leisure, Mr. Connor (Thomas Connor of Saleni)i tt>c Gn«t 
officer, being buay with something about the wheel, 
wc were both suddenly startled by the cry of " Fire," 
forward. 

Ghincing towardis the fo'c'sle scuttle, I saw the watch 
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below rushing on deck, followed by a cloud of Bmoko. 
lo an instaot I followed Mr. Connor, who bounded by 
me and, diving into the foV'ale, culled loudly to pasa water 
down. Two men were ordered to draw water, and the 
others quickly passed down bucket after bucket, which 
Mr. Connor received and slashed around perfectly regard- 
less of Jock's bedding or bcluiigings. In & few moments 
the fire was extinguished and the scare was over. Mr. 
Connor then used some very eiiiphntic luugviage in address- 
ing a few remarks to the watch that bad been lietow. 

It turned out thut the seams around the btu-quo's 
bows on the insidea of the bunks of the fo'c'sle were the 
home fuid abidiug-plave of innumerable bu^, which, 
especially in warm weather, were a source of gi'eat annoy- 
ance lo Jack. He hatl tried various expedients to get 
rid of them, all of which were of no avail, they vere so 
deep in the seams. That day a brilliant idea had struck 
one of the watch, nnd going to the paint locker without 
asking leave, he smuggled down about a quart of spirits 
of turpentine, then getting ft piece of onkum, he pro- 
ceeded to saturate the seams with the spirits. He was 
«nxiou;i to see what effect it had, and it was too dark to 
Bee plainly, so he lit a mutch and held it close to the scam. 
The effect, if startling to the inhabitants, was much 
more so to Jack. In on instant the flames ran around 
the two tiers of bunkx, scaring the w^itch so that, without 
attempting to extinguish it, which they might easily have 
done, they piled on deck, yelling " Flrel " 

It is, t think, safe to say they never tried that experi- 
ment again. 

After a fine run Ihrou^ the northeast trades, ono 
pleaRant morning found ua in Uaston Bay, between 
Thatcher's Island and Half-way Rock, with liglit alw 
fanning along, until wo were but a short distance from 
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tlw SQtr&nce of Marblebead HaH>or, when it fell away 
oakn. Putting; out & dor>- we had on deck, I puUed to a 
fiabJos-echooDer just back of the Neck, Iwtind to Bootoa 
for salt, got the oevrs, and a tnomliij; pap«r, returned on 
board, and rfiortly after wc were boarded by a Salem 
pUoC At noon n-e »-er« fast alon^iside Derby Wharf, 
the voyafB ended. 

Upon Meing Mr. De«hon. the foUowing day, be exprcased 
hitoself well plea^ied, .vlding he was sorrj' I had not 
arrivml MMittrr, for be had had a new barque for mc. She 
had saik^l tbe week before, but as soon as he bad a 
coniniMHl I should have it. All of which, though very 
gratifying would not warrant my remaining idle. 



CHAPTER XVI 
1868-1859 



NEW ORLEANS IN WINTKR. — BALLA, OPEKA8, ETC. — THE 
rRBXCH MARKET AT SUNRISE. — TO UARBEIIXES, — 
THE SHIP "j. P. WIUTHKY " 

I COULD see no opemnR for a rnmmand, and after a 
short stay on short", I cngngijil with Captain John Dover- 
eaux of Marblehead, aa first officer on the ahip " Carnatio " 
for a voyage to New Orleans. He stated to me, at the 
time, that if he could get a »tavc freight for Bordeaux, 
he would place me in ^mmand at New Orleans, and 
take a run up around Tennoflseo with hia wifv and »eo 
hia Hon, whom he had not seen for a long while. This I 
considered a good opportunity, and shipping Mr. Horacs 
Broughton, also of Marbleheatl, as second ofiirer, with 
Mr. John Bnrtol, a nephew of Captain Dovorcaux, us thirtl, 
we left Boston in ballast for New Oleam. Making a 
quick run to the south end of Ahnco, one of the Bahama 
group, the " Camatic " rounded the " Hole in the Wall " 
and entered upon and crossed the Great Bahama Bank 
as dcflcribed in a previntis chapter. There ia a uniform 
depth in tlio fairway of from fourteen to sixteen feel 

. of water, with a bottom of whit« sand as level a« a floor, 

while the ship being in ballaiit and of light draught, 

I could eaaily cross, thus making a great saving in distance. 

I The Bahama group comprises twenty inhabit«d, uid 

^B US 
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autny uniuhnbibed Ulnnds, the Great Bank being fringed 
with small islands and keys. ItunninK oft the ed^ of 
the Bonk, and Righting " Dead Mini's Kcyii " and tlio 
Cuban shore, we speedily entered the (Julf of lilexico, 
the cuunw bcltig shaped for the Southwest Pass of tbo 
Mtaaisisippi River, and on arrival olT tiie Pass, Cftptftln 
Devereaux engaged a tugboat to tow the bhip to New 
Orleans. 

Towing from the gulf to the city is very interesting. 
In the firat part, after leaving the bar, the banks arc low 
and swampy, fringe<l with reeds and bushes, large portions 
of which at a high atage of water arc often partially sub- 
merged. These are the homes of the mosquito, gallinipper 
and " green-head," a large fly that will bite a piece out 
of an animal very quickly. 

About sunitct, in the summer months, when the tow 
is gliding along the banks, the mosquitoes eome off in 
swarms, almost darkening tlie air, hut farther idung, the 
land is higher and more uniform, houses and cabins come 
into view, and still farther on plantations with their 
blooming cotton Gelds, streteh far away, white as snow, 
ripe for the picking by the darkies in the fields, and near, 
the shining black " mammies " with their " pickaninnies " 
arc mustered up to sec tlie tow pass by, shouting and 
waving their colored bandannas. This was in the old 
davery days, before the emancipation of the blacks, 
and a tow on the Mississippi from the bar to the " Queen 
City of tJio South " was quite an event. On our arrival 
at New Orleans the towtioat placed the " CamatJe '* 
Alongside the ievee, lying outside tlie ship " Ocean Pearl." 

During our stay Uie captain and Mrs. Devereaux 
lived on shore, the captain coming on board daily. Not 
being able to procure the fri-ighl he wished, he gave up 
the idea of going to see his son, and chartering the ship 
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to load tobacco and staves for Marseilles, France, told me 
be would like to have me continue the voyage, which 
offer I accepted. 

Citptain Devereaux was the luost genial of men, a good 
Hhipmasler of the old school, and a moot agreeable man 
to sail with. Our reint ions at all times were very pleasant. 

Mr. Hooper, our passenger, remained in New Orleans 
for a fortnight and then took his departure for Koaton 
by rail, having during his fltay visited the ship almost 
daily with Captain Devereaux. 

At this season New Orleans was very gay; theatres, 
operas, bails, and drives on the shell road to Lake Pont- 
chartrain were in fidl swing. 

A visit to the t'renph market in the early morning was 
a rare treat to any one nut funiiliar with the habits, man- 
ners, and eUAtoni.'< of the ('reolee and dlite society of 
New Orleans in that day. 

Here one could sit at any of the numerous coffee stands, 
and while sipping hid <riip of the most delicious coffee or 
cocoa, with delicate coffee cakes and cream, — or, if 
hi-t tastes inclined that way, n tiny shell glass of the 
finest old cognac to take in his coffee, — watch the 
paasing throng, of every shade of color, clad in garments 
varying from all the variegated hues of the rainbow to a 
BpoUetB white, all smiling and Joyous, engaged in ani- 
mated conversation fraught with jest and repartee 
tliruwn from one to another, in a breezy, light-hearted 
manner, only to listen to which was most exhilarating. 
Tills was a favorite fllroU of oura at thli hour during our 
stay in port. 

As soon as the ship was loaded, she dropped out of tho 
tier and down 1o the lower levee, making up a tow of 
four vessels for the bar the following night. 

The lost of the stores haWng been taken on board. 
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with water, about 7 p. u. the crew made their appearance, 
•11 sober, for a wonder, and at 8 o'clock the fasts were 
coat ofT, and the " Camatic " 8wuii{( into the stream, being 
headed dowo river for the bar, where vec arrived the 
iiext inoMiing, and mwwinR at onra, sail waa made, and 
with a light northerly wind, wc proceeded down the 

Rounding the Tortugas, we psuued Key We«t and the 
Florida Key«, with a leading breeze, and aided by the 
strong current of the Gidf Stream, which here runs with 
it* greatest force, rapi<i!y paaaed Florida, with Ahaco on 
our atarboard beam. Once to the north'ard of Abaco, 
the wind, hauling to the sou'weet fresh, gave ua a fine 
run for a week, and meeting with little easterly weather, 
the ship's passage was a good one to Cape St. Vincent, 
where a strong easterly gale was encountered, bringing 
the " Camatic " down to rlose reefs. Runningdown under 
Cape Spartel, wo lay off and on, for two days, when, the 
gale moderating, wc slooil over towards the Spanish shore, 
and the wind falling light, morning found us at the 
entrance of the 8trait« of Gibraltar, gpartel bearing about 
south hftlf eaet. 

A Spanish fisiiing-boat coming alongside, a lot of fresh 
Bardin(>s were purchased, which made a great addition 
to our table fare. They are a most dcUenlc pan-fish, 
owget and delicious. 

Fanning along with light westerly winds, about I a. k. 
(two bells), wc made Tarifa Light on the port how, 
and as I knew Tarifa to be a revolving light, ti»d this 
waa a fixed one, I was purzled. The night was dark 
but clear, and after satisfying myself that it was a light 
on shore, and no other than Tarifa, I went below, and 
calling Captain Devereaux, told him Tarifa Light was a 
little fonvard of the port beam. 
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Coming on deck, he took & good look at it, and for 
the firtt time our opinions clashed. 

" ThafB not Tan{&, Mr. Whiddea," said he. 

" I think so, captain," 1 answered. 

" But I t«II you it is not, Tarifa is a revolring light, 
and tliet 'a steady." 

"That may be BO," said I; " it's a fixed light, 8upe, but 
lt'8 Tarifa." 

Looking tbrou^ my gloss, which was a good one, at 
the light, which by tJiia time had got well abeam, I could 
make out the dim form of th^ hghlhouse below it. 

With a long look through hiH spy-glass ('aptain Dev«r* 
eaux exclaimed: 

" A steamer's light; I can see her 8n)nk(>.«taok," to 
which I made no reply, and Captain Dwcreaux went 
below. 

I remained on deck until daylight, when Tarifa nhowed 
plain in sight abaft our )x:»m, with the mountains of the 
African shore looming up grandly in the moroing light, 
and looking aft from forward, I saw Captain I>vcr«aux 
(Mme on deck, take a look at Ihc lighthouse, and go 
below at onco, where he remained until nearly seven 

Pasnng Gibraltar, we agwn encountered a strong 
eanterly wind, making it a hard dead l>eat t« Cape dc Gata, 
but rounding the cape the wind became more favoraUa 
and we made Planier Light but a short distance south 
of onr port, and taking a pilot, tho " Carnatic " entered 
the basin of the docks at MarseiHea. a very old city, 
located in t)ie Bouthcaatom part of France, but a short 
distance fmm the Italian border. It hiLs a population 
of nearly half a million, and is Ibo principal seaport of 
France, and of the Mediterranean. The liarlxjr ih eom- 
poaed of two big iMwins or docks, the old and the new. 
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Koteriog the old basin, we hauled alongside the pier and 
oommenoed the following day the discharge of our tobacco 
and staves. 

The second day aft«r dovking, Captnin Dcvcreaux 
came on board in the afternoon, and after talking with me 
in a genera] way, " By the way," said he, " I see that 
Tarifa Light b undergoing repairs, and, for the time, the 
revolving light has been chnngcl to n fixed light. That 
waa Bomething I did not know, when we passed it. Mr. 
Whiddea, go to your tailor's and get a siut of clothes, 
atid t«ll him to send me the bill. Don't you get a Prince 
Allxirtsuit." 

I laughed and thanked him, and gave my order for a 
nice suit, and Captiiiti Devereaux paid the bill. This 
was characteristic of Captain John, — blunt, stubborn, 
he always hated to acknowledge he wn^ wrong, but once 
convinced, he was rcaily to rocUfy m error, and generous 
to a fault. 

l*"niits of all kinds were abundant, and as it was llio 
season for them, we literally feasted, while in port, on 
the largest and most delicious grapes. 

The barque " AKof," off the port of Marseilles as 
shown in the accompanying illustration, was an Eastern 
built vei>scl of 'ZQ5 tons n^ster, and a fair typo of the 
smaller class of fraghters of our merchant marine of 
sixty j-eaPB ago. She hailed from Now York previous 
to Iwing purchased by Messrs Isaac Jeanea & Co. and 
Messrs Chamberlain, Phelps & Co., largo ship-owaens of 
Philadelphia. 

She was nomraanded by Captain William Chipman, 
ft native of BnrnsUiblc, Mass., who in IS-W commanded 
the fine ship " Isaac Jeanes." She was principally engaged 
in the Mc«!itcrranoan trade, plying lietween the various 
ports in the Sea and Philadelphia, New York, and New 
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Orleans. Her ci^tb voyage was made from Philadelphia 
to New Orleans with coal; tbeooe to Cronstadt, Russia, 
with cotton; from there to Plymouth. Eng., with general 
cargo, where she waa wrecked in October, 1859. 

The cargo having been discharged, and the ship bal- 
lasted, we ctearol for New Orieans, taking aa pmssengcra 
the former American consiJ who had been stationed at 
Nice, with his wife, son and daiight4>-r. 

A few daya later the "Camatic" sailed from M»r- 
suillett, passing Gibraltar and the straits with a iitjt)tig 
levanter (a strong east wind prev'alent in the Mediter- 
ranean Sea), and in due course entered the trsdc liell, 
and from now on fine, steady winds, with bright, Iicautiful 
weather, oceonipaniod the ship all the way to the Wind- 
ward Islands. Past Guadeloupe, and through the Carib- 
bean Sc«, we held our way, pasmng south of JaninJca, 
getting a fine view of tlic Blue Mountains, thenro along 
the Cuban shore and past the Isle of Pines with its rich, 
tro[McnI growth of trees and foliage, rounded Oiipo San 
Antonio, the west end of the island of Cuba, and with 
course shni>cd for the Soulhwcat I'lww, a few days later 
we dropped our anchor outside the bar of the Mia- 
stssippi River. Taking a pilot and tfiwlKmt. we wem 
just in time to complete a low, ami at once wore off for 
Now Orleans. 

On arrival at New Orleans tlio " CaniatJc " loadol 
nolt^m for Boston, also taking on l>o«nl ten barrels of 
"Old Rye" whiskey, which wont stowed dimotly un- 
der the alter hatch. We hiui good wenthor and fawtr- 
able winds until past the Intitiule of Bermuda, when the 
ship encountered a hard gale from the northwoat, obllglnK 
her to lie to, for eight nr nine hoiin, but nn damn)te wm 
sustained, for the " Carnatic " as a ana-boat ww a gern. 
With a favorable slant, good ttino waa miulo to tlw South 
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Channel, when the wind, falling light, finally died away 
to a Bat calm, then breeding up from north northeast, 
it rapidly increased in force until at midnight the ship 
was under closu wixia clawing off Nausct, the wind blowing 
a hard gale with anow and sleet. It waa a wild night 
and nil han<U sufTorcd much with the cold. About six 
bells (mid-watch) the wind suddenly veered into nor'west, 
and although blowing heavily, the wentlier tlcarcfl, 
while the air became iutenaely cold, ice making fast, 
and the rigging bocoming stiff very rapidly. 

('aptain Deveroaux had left orders to call him if any 
change occurred, and this was now done. Daylight had 
just broken, when from for'ard, where 1 was busy with 
the men, I oaw the captain emerf^ froni the cabin door, 
and running up to wind'nrd. take u look for some two or 
three minutes. Iteturninj^, he called out, " Mr. WhiddenI 
Mr. Whiddpn! " 

" Yes, Bir." was my mq)on)«i, going a/t. 

" Where did you stow tJiat whiskey you took on at 
Now Orlwins? " 

" In the after hatch, sir," said I. 

" Do you think you could get out a burrd? " 

" Certainly, sir," And calling the watch aft, in Ififlfl than 
fiftocn minutes a cask was up and secured in the cabin 
gangway. Tapping, and drawing off a small demijohn. 
Captain Deveroaux ordered that the men have a drink 
each watch while the extreme cold lasted, then dis- 
appeared below. 

Two drinks, however, were sufficient, as after the first 
the wo^ithcr moderated wonderfully. 

Hax'ing passed Highland I^ight, we took a pilot on 
boAnl, and arrived in Boston the following morning, 
and the cargo of cotton having been discharged. I bade 
good-by to Captain and Mrs. Deveroaux, leaving the 
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old " Carnatic " with regret, and having received instnic- 
tions from Now Orleans to proreed overland to that port 
and take command of the ship "J. P. Whitney," 1,200 
tons burthen, 1 left »l onoe for New York, and there 
purchasing tickets for New Orlcaiia via Savannah, Mont- 
gfjmery aiHi Mobile, I embarked on the steamer " Ala- 
bama," Captain Schenk, for Savannah. 

A fine run down the foiwt brought the " Alabama " 
to her pier at midnight, and engaging a carnage, I drove 
acriuts the city to the railroad station. The moon, being 
at it« full, made objects almost as Ught as day, and the 
drive emilJed mc to g»t a fair idea of tlie city, from which 
I took my departure by the train which left at 3.30 a. m. 
The trip acrost countrj- was very iriteresting, the stops 
for meals at the various stations serving to make an 
agrocablo break. On rny anival at Montgomery, I learned 
at (bo hotel, that the " St. Nicholas," one of the big 
river ateamera, would leave for Mobile the following day 
at tkoon, and having engaged my stateroom, I took the 
opportunity of looking over the city, which is the capitjJ 
of the State of Alabama, situated on the banks of the 
Alabama River, having a population, to^ay, of over 
3lt,(X)0. It WHS tlicn. as now, an important shipping 
point for cotton. The banks are high along the river 
front, but at thin time there was a very high stnge erf 
water. The streets of the city, which covered a largo 
area, were vcrj- wide, bordered with spreading shade 
tieea having the most t)eaiitiful foliage. Shrubs and 
Rowers were in full bloom and in the grpateat profusion, 
distilling their grateful fragrance upon the soft and 
b«]my air. Leaving at noon, the boat took her courw 
down tlie river, midstream, for Mol>iIe. 

The " St. Nichohia " was one of the old-time Southern 
river boata, of light draught, with a spacious saloon and 
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a bar. The Riiuingcnient fumishod goOfl aceoramodations 
and wet » fine table. The captain and other offifera were 
courteoua and obliging, sparing no piiins in looking after 
the comfort of tbeir passengers. 

Approaching Mobile, wc found the river banks over- 
flowed, making the surrounding country look like an 
inland sea. All this sort of sailing was something quite 
new to me, and the trip from Montgomery to Mobile 
was most enjoyable. At its close, I took the boat for 
New Orlcnnif, via I,iikc Pontcharlrain, where we arrived 
the next morning, and boarding the steam-train I waa 
landed nt the niilrorid station in New Orleans about 

11 A. M. 

I found tbo ship had been chartered to load tobaeco 
for Marseilles. The first and second mates, Mr. Henry 
P. Connor and Mr. Saunders, wore on board, and on 
recommcndution uf Captain Gray, the former captain, 
their services were retained, and the selection was for- 
tunate, as they proved most competent and efficient 
oHiccrs. (Mr. Connor at this time of writing has been 
retired from the service of the Pacific Mail Steamship 
Company for ten yeare. Ho had commanded the finest 
ships for a long term of years, his last eommsnd being 
the KtcamMhip " New York," which he took from New 
York to San Francisco when the Pacific Mail Steamship 
Company retired from the .\tlftntic trade to the Pacific.) 

Onr Inding completed, the gangs of cotton-serewere, 
who had been employed on board, wishing to get out of 
the city for the summer months, made application for 
the crew's positions. They wore u fine set of men, and 
all being good sailors, they were givea a note to the 
shipping-master, and by hira were duly enrolled on the 
ship'.'^ artif^lefl. 

For a better crew I could never wish. Only one fracas 
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occurred during tbe voyaf^, and that waa occasioned by 
the action of the steward, a little fellow, but a capital 
nuiQ for tiia position. His only failinj^ was a ten<lency 
to be arrogant and ovcirbeariog towards the fontard 
haiML), when he cnmc in contact with them. 

While aervinR dinner one day in the cabin, a aailor 
brought the bread-barge aft fur him to Gil. It xhuuld 
have been brought at night or in the mominR, when he 
waa not busy, so hv kept the man waiting until he got 
ready, then filled the barge, and as he gave it to hira, told 
him not to come again at that hour, using some abusive 
language. This Jack resented, and told hira if he would 
come out from the cabin he would polish him olT. In a 
moment there w&i a mix-up on the quarter-deck in front 
of the cabin door. Mr. Connor, the mute, was in hi.s 
room, heard the row, and steppe<l out. When he saw 
the steward on the deck with the man on top, pounding 
him, be promptly knocked Jack o^■o^, and then ordered 
the steward to the cabin, and the man forwanl. Thia 
would have ended it, but the steward, after Mr. Connor 
had gone back to his room, foolishly went forward and 
the altercation was renewed. 

Tlie steward, being in the enemy's ramp, was now 
having a bad time of it. The second mate waa at dinner, 
anti Mr. Connor, again hearing the noise, went forwanl 
on the lee side, where, taking in the situation, he started 
to interfere, but this was resented by the crew and all 
hands pitcherl into him! He knocked down two men, 
but fiiKling the odds against him rather heavy, be seized 
a handspike, and having bftcke<l again-st the house, waa 
doing goo<l work, while with heavers, bo lay i tig-pins, and 
flita the crew .toughl to rcjich him. Knowing nothing of 
all this, I came from the cabin to take a smoke, when I 
waa accoatod by the steward, who had deserted Mr. Con* 
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care, n short time before starting I remembered aome- 
thing I hud on botird thnt I wi»h«d for, and Inking a 
carriage and driving to the dock, I obtained a shore boat 
and started for tlie nhip, thiit lity moored to the buoy 
with chains from her stern to the pier. The cargo being 
out brought her high nut of wutcr, while a French ship 
had hauled alongside, shutting our gangway off, and the 
only way of rcuehing it was by crossing over her decks. 
She was deep in the water, while the " Whitney " towerod 
above her. She had jtiat bc«n paintod, and a ladder 
was hanging over the bows to accomniodate any one 
wishing to got on board, an awkward place to climb 
up, but the only way to reach my gangway- Mounting 
the ladder carefully, to avoid the paint, and starting aft, 
I bad reached the main hatch, when, with a tremendous 
howl, N dog that looked very hu-gc and fierce came bound- 
ing towards me. He looke<l wicke<l, and not a sold in 
sight. Putting my dignity io my pocket, and making 
a spring to the main rigging. I never stopped until I was 
half-way to the top; then looking down, 1 saw a small 
boy who had come out of the cabin administer a cufhng 
td the dog, that I now perceived was securely muxxlotl. 
To make it worse, the rigging ha<i been freshly tarred, 
Ijcsmoaring mo from head to foot. As I descended the 
rigging I could see my men lying around the to'gallant 
fo'e'sle chuckling, and all on the broad grin at the " old 
man's " dilemma. This, of course, I pretended not to see, 
and went to my cabin, where a complete change was 
necessary. 

No suitable freight offering, the "J. P. Whitney" 
took her departure for Trapani, Sicily, to purchase a 
cargo of .salt on the ship's account for New Orleans. 

Trapani, a very pretty city, nestles down nl the foot 
of MU Julian. On this mountun the ancient city of that 
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name, founded by the Saracens about 300 a. d., was hiiilt. 
1 visited the ruina, which are very iotereating, several 
times during my atay. Only one other AmcrivAn ship, 
the " Isaac Jeanes," Captain WilJiam Chipinan, was 
in port. She was lying close in «t the landing. 

The ship " Isaac Jeane«," a photograph of the model 
of whifih accompanie.>t this ftkctvh, was built of whit* 
oak in the city of Philadelphia, by William Cramp: 
dimensions, 160 foet long, 33 feet lx>am, 21 feet 6 inches 
hold, 843 tons regiat«r, I.I.'tO tons dead weight. The 
Philadelphia Puhlic l^ger oi April 1, IS54. thus records 
the event of the launch of this fine ship as haxnng taken 
pinee on the day previous, which happened to be on 
Friday: 

" Thursday was originally fixed for the launch, but the 
tide not being sufficiently full, a postponement until 
Friday wmt determineil on, not withstanding the geneial 
hostility to that day. Bhe glided o0 in the must beautifid 
style, and her ndvcttt eould not have been more propitious 
had it occurred on the most lucky day of the wock. The 
new ahip Li a 6ne specimen of naval architecture, and is 
de8tine<I for the Medilerranean trade, under tl» command 
of Captain Chipman. Messrs. Jeanes St Co. have also a 
ihip (' Wm. Chaml>erlain ') of 900 tons on the slocks 
at the »imo yard, which is to be commanded by Captain 
Isaac Jennings. TTie contract (or a third ship (' Bridge- 
water,' Captain E. W. Barstow), of between 1,600 and 
1.700 tons, for (he same firm, has been taken by Mr. 
Cramp." 



The " Isaac Jeann " made nine voyap-s befntv her 
sale in New York in July, IS62, when she was allerwl 
into a barque, and finally went ashore inside South Head 
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below San Franciaco, where she went to pieces Uarch 
9, 1876. 

Her fourth voyage, from Philftdelphia to San Fran- 
cisco, was made in 108 days. She was considered a smart 
and handsome ship. 

It was on her seventh voyage — New York to Balti- 
more, in ballast, from Baltimore to Marseilles, from there 
to Trapani, from thence to New Orleans — that she 
made one of the two American ships, the other being 
the " J. P. Whitney," that were lying here at Trapani. 
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CHAPTER XMI 

l!oy - 1560 

tadnj thz blacs Tzn. :\- srciLT. — armix TotACiE to 

NEW oaij. \y~. — TSSMEVD-jra SOLL& i.\"3 AN ANIUATEQ 
OHELETTZ- — A ■a-rjj:s-.j p.utir oX SBIPSOaRD 

The fliip': hi^j Tis miie ready far the cargo of salt 
purchased tLfj-eh ;he itztzcy of Senor Liilgi. who also 
acted ia the cipa<-!:v 0: sait aeeiil for Captain Chipman. 
I went oa bijari "he " I=dac Jeanes " ar.J EiaJe the 
acquaiataaoe of :te captain and his e^tiinabV niie. a 
moet chanLlng laiy. q,Jet and reserved, ye: iTijht and 
viracio'jd wi:Q her ;r>ni=. bubbline i>ver wi^h eood 
humor and a £;.e c>jnver^a:ionaUsI. Captain Chipniaa 
was a gentlecian of rare ability, and one whom I was mote 
than pleased later to n-^niber among my friends. 

Id a few day? there ca:.ie another arrival, the ship 
*' Edward Hymen." Captain Xeal. beloneing to the same 
owners as the '" J. P. Whitney," Mrs. Neal. the captains 
wife, being nith him. a pleasant little party was made up 
for aightseeine. Together we \'iiited the churches, 
monasteries, nunneries, and all places of interest in the 
city. Taking delightful drives into the country. V9 
inspected the vineyards, now laden with great, rich 
cluatere of deliciou'j grapes, of which we could pick and 
eat, all as free as air. 

One of these excursion.-; was to the ancient ruins of 
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Tropani on Mt. Julian. We notfd a portion of a whII of 
an old church or temple that was almost covered with 
Siirncoit hcitdt. The coloring looked m fresh ax though 
recently put on, yet many hundred years had passed 
since the nrtiiit hud liniithed hitt work. He hod gone to 
dust ftgCA ago. yet his work remabed, and the procesa 
that preserved tho coloring in »uch a stntc of pcrfvcrtiuii 
has become one of the lost &Tt». The Baths of Venua 
were also very ioterestiog. 

Wliilv our dinner wiijt being prepared at a Sicilian caf^, 
we sat in a room on the second floor with the wide open 
windows that extended t<n the floor admitting the soft 
balmy breozes, while directly opposite were the windows 
and gray walls of a richly endowed convent, whicli were 
built out boyond the walh with arched gratings, so that 
the nuns, or ststem, could sil in them, veiled, and take 
the air. Shortly two appeared, heavily veiled, and seating 
ihemsclvea, se«mcd to be conversing together. We, 
especially the ladies, watcheil them with great interest, 
nnd their conversation, by their animated gestures, seemed 
to be of anything but a veiy solemn nature. The ladies 
said thoy were laughing heartily, perhaps at us, torC'aptain 
Neal wai d<ting his l>cst to attract their attention, but 
thoy gave no sign of seeing us. Chan^ng her position, one 
slightly disarranged her veil, showing just a glimp.se of 
a sweet face, young and beautiful, not over two or 
tliroe and twenty, the ladies said. In a few momenta 
more, both vanished from our sight within the convent 
walls. 

When dinner was ready all Sicilian dishes were served. 
The menu was composed of spaghetti, stews, macaroni, 
tomatoes and peppers, chicken fricasseed with tomatoes, 
swi-ets, light wines with fruit, black coffee and bread. 

.Ml thoroughly enjoyed the spread, after which the 
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gentlemea lit their cigars, and while smokitif; adm 
the view. From where we sat, the bright blue waters 
the Mediterranean were spread before us doited wil . 
beautiful islands, A few miles away lay Marsala, with 
it« glittering mounds of snow-white salt, appearing like 
a small piece of the frozen north drifted into Rummer 
ecus. Taking carriage:*, we commeaood our descent, 
and part way down we stopped at a monastery of Gray 
Friars, receiving a cordial welcome, with pcnuission to 
look over the buildings. Everything wore a sombre hue, 
nothing to soften or light up the stem, austere aspect 
of the rooms or cell.^. In one large room were the skeletons 
of friars who hod passed away, piled up in tiers, each 
one tagged, statJng who he was, when he died, and per- 
haps a few remarks on his hfe-work. Some were in open 
caskets, while in the centre and at the ends of the room 
were piled nrtislioally great mounds of skulls, thigh 
bones, and other portions of the human anatomy, present- 
ing a most lugubrious appearaiicc. 

The friars theitudvea were garbed in the plainest and 
most severe style. A coarec robe and cowl, imd n Imir- 
rope girdle tied around their waists, with the ends haoging 
down in front, completed their costume. 

We thanked the brethren for their courtesy, and con- 
tributing a email sum for the benefit of the Order. w« 
took our carriage and cominenced the descent, which 
having been accomplished, we drove to Luigi's office. As 
wc were in the ai-t of alighting a l>eii struck, and instantly 
all business stopped. Pedeetrians, carriage driven, each 
knd every one droppe<l on their kneea, crossing themselves, 
repeating their prayers and .\ve Marias in the most solemn 
and devout manner. This continued for a few moments, 
when all arose, and bu^nesa went on as if there had 
boon no intomiption. 
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The thirty thousand iiib»btlants of Trupiuu included 
ten thousAiid prieHtfl. 

A few days after the visit to old Trapani, Mr. Luigi, 
our salt agent, asked m« if I had ever Heeti the »cl of (ftking 
the blark veil, adding that the daughter of a family with 
whom he was intimate wait about to do so, luid gi^'ing 
me a cordial iuvitatioa to attend the church with him 
and witness tho ceremony, whicli offer wiu) quickly ac- 
cepted, with thanka. 

On the appointed day we were early on hand at the 
eburch, which v/aa well filled with the friends of the 
family. Shortly, a procession of rauldons, with the young 
lady at their head, profusely decorated with flowers, all 
being dressed in white, wendod their way up the hill and 
entered the church doors. Alt knelt, while the service 
went 00, uud she took upon liorsclf the holy vows. Adjoin- 
ing the body of the church, which was of vast dimensions, 
was the convent or nunnery, with grated windows, or 
rather openings, through which the sistorhootl could see 
and hear all that was going on, without being themselvea 
Been. 

At the coneluiuon of this part of tho service a priest 
appeared, and let down her lu.\urisnt hair, which fell in 
waves atx>ut her sliouidertt, rippling down to the floor. 
With a pair of sheare, he seicred it close to her bead, 
and taking it in her hands, she went around among her 
weeping relatives and frionds, and giving each a tress 
with ft few words of cheer and comfort, she smilingly 
returned to the priest, when the black veil was thrown 
over her head, and tiiking her bund, he led her back of 
the altar, both vanishing from sight. 

Then arose a strain of music mingled with the voice* 
of the nuns from the grated openings, low and soft, 
gpaduAlly swelling In volume, yet tlnillingly sweet and 
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clear. Higher and higher it mounted, until in one grand 
bur;>b of uivludy it rimg funoiig the rrctt<>d nrchf^ of the 
roof, seeming to fill that old sanctuary with one pcean of 
triumph at the rescue of a sou] from sin, and a fitting 
welcome into the portaU of Paradise. It waa to m« 
one of the most impressive Hight^t, and still lingcn; in my 
memory. The young lady herself was very beautiful. 
I was told by my agent that the young girls are all 
educated in the oonvente, during which time they wear 
the white veil. After receiving their education, and 
mingling with the world, their great aim ia to fonn a 
atiitable matrimonial alliance- They will not nmrry helow 
their station, and as the wealthy, eligible young ladies 
far outnumber the young men who are up to t)i«ir stand* 
ard, and as it is a disgrace to remain single after a certain 
age, if they receive no suitable oflfer by the time the}' are 
three or four and twenty, they will generally renounce 
th« world, enter the convent, and taking the black veil, 
spend tlte remainder of their lives within its walls, devoting 
Ibetr »ervic« and wealth to the church. 

In Trapani, chickens, fowls and eggs cost but very 
little, so little that besides live stock three beef barrela 
were filled with eggs and laid down in salt for the borne- 
ward voyage. Two of the barrels were placed against 
the bulkhead of the inner or ladies' cabin, and by running 
a plank from the niisxenmust to the side of the cabin 
they were deemed perfectly secure against any mishap 
on account of the weather. 

Our salt in, and Luigi the agent settled with, our 
anchor was weighed and sail made, and with a fine 
easterly breeze we said good-by to Trapani, having 
paseed a moat pleasant three weeks in ita waters. 

We had n quick run to Gibraltar and through ttie 
straits, where, some ninety or a hundred miles west of 



184 



OCEAN LIFE 



Cape Spartel, we (!noountered a hard gale from west north- 
west that blew with greut violvnoc, the ship being hove 
to under a close-reefed main topsail, and foretoproast 
staysail (or twelve houre, with a liigh sea running, tho 
lip making good weather, except when she wo\ild fall 
6ff in the trough of the sea, caii»iiig her lo roll heavily. 

Breakfast had been announced by the steward, and I 
was Hcuted in an armchair at the head of the table, with 
Mr. Connor, the first officer, on 3 settoo at my right. The 
steward was having his hands full keeping the di^hcA on 
the table, for they e\inccd an unaccountable desire to 
jump over the storm-racks. The forward dining-cabin 
had an oilcloth earpet, which when wet was very slippery. 
The tabic, settees, and chairs, of course, were secured. 

Coffee bad boon aerved, and we were in the act of lifting 
our first oup, when the ship guve several tremendous 
rolli!. We were holding on to the tabic, when suddenly 
the lashings gave way, or rather the staples drew out of 
the deck, and over went the table, with all tlie breakfast 
and disheo, and before we could rise from our seats, the 
two barrels of eggs broke adrift, ami in Ichs time than 
it takes to tell it, ev-ery egg was smashed, and a sea of 
yolks and whites of eggs, mingled with the di^bris of the 
breakfast, was sweeping across the oilcloth with every 
roll of the ship. 

Both mate and steward had gone down in the mass, 
and it was simply impossible to recover t))eir footing, 
while with every lurch they would be swept from autoj 
to side, threatening to stave in the panels of the stateroom 
dooPB with their heads. My chair fortunately did not 
turn over, but with me in it, with feet drawn up, was 
dashed from side to side, until I grasped a door-knob, 
holding on for dear life, at the same time calling for tho 
second mate. The scene in the cabin was indescribable. 
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A snap-shot taken at the psychological moment would 
have been a bonanza to a photographer. 

The second officer, in reaponae to my summons, ap- 
peared at the cabin door, and taking in the situation, 
called in three or four of the watch. Life-lines iv-ero 
thrown in, and Mr. Connor, the steward and mj-self, 
were dragged out of our ndiculous, as well as most 
uncomfortable position. A few buckets of water made 
ixtth the mate and steward look a little less like animated 
omelettes. 

The work of cleaning up the mess with buckets, swabs, 
and brooms took about all the forenoon, but beyond the 
loss of the egg», and the bruises and " barkings " of legs 
and arms, no damage was done. 

The gale moderating and the wind hauling noriberty, 
sail vraa agua made, and a week later saw us mthin the 
region of the trade belt, with all the canvas that could 
be piled on, making good heftdwuy towards our destina- 
tion. Delightful weather and favoring n-inds made the 
passage to the Windward Islands a very pleasant one, 
and carrying the same steady winds through the Caribbean 
Sea and Gulf of Mexico, the " J. P. Wliitney " arrived 
off the Southwest Pass forty-five daj-s from Trapani, 
and taking a towboat, in due course made fast at the 
levee in New Orleans and commenced the discharge of 
our salt. 

During my absence, ftlrs. \^'hiting, who was an owner 
of throe-eighths of the ship, sold hor interest to Captain 
George T. Aver>' to take command, which he now did, 
and I turned the ship over to him, receiving order* to 
wait for another ship, then on her way from Liverpool 
to New Orleans, in the meantime settling down on sbon 
to await the " R. B. Sumner's " arrival. 

The photograph of the " J. P. Whitney " incorporated 
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ICunitiaK, and to u adtni wUh neadj all oa board danng 
• tjrpboan in tfae I&diui Owaa. 

C^iUia Gaorge T. Avnr. to wboni I tamed over the 
""■"""^ of the ** J. P. niutaer " at Ne» Orieaos, vaM 
boniUCMtiM^ Hiior, Fch. 9, 1^ uddied at NtvteiT- 
port, Xml, Sept. 90, l$»t. He ldllo««d the sea w a 
eaQiDg for over forlj ycais, coiBBaaAag dunDg that 
time tnaBT of the finaM "^'pt a( otff ncfduDt mariw in 
thedarvoirtheoldaaniBgsl^; aaxN« tiiem the " Daaod 
L Tetwy." the " Importer," and the " J. P. HTiitney." 
He WM a trpinU New P"g'»~' reprcacnlaliTe of our 
old-time shipmasters. Honest, feaiteas in the dischaigB 
of his duty, seff-relluit. be won the esteem and mpect, 
Dot only of his employers, but of all with whom he cams 
in contact, (ieoial and courteoui ia Ua social rdaUattti 
ami upright in all his dealingB, be paaaed throng Ufa 
a useful member of society aod an ornament to his choaen 
prufcmion. In his death be was truly mounted by all 
who knew him. 

The photographs of the ships here mentioned \i-ero 
tendered throu^ the oourt««>- of Captain Avery's son, 
Ur. Bdwanl W. Avery of Melrose, Mass., who was bom 
on the ship " J. P. Wliitney," off Bennuda, and the ship 
was his home for the firet three years of his life. 

The illustration shows the " Diinid I. Tenney " pasang 
Pier Head. Ha\Te, France, outward bound. She wag 
built in Kewburyport, Mass., regjstered tonna^ 1,727, 
and was a very deep -ihip, having three full decks. The 
tipper deck was Rush fow and aft. The crew's and 
officers' riuartcrs being below decks made her earily 
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handled ia tacking or wearing ship. Although not a 
ehurp built ship, she once outsailed the clipper ship 
" Seminole," and made a record of 324 miles in twenty- 
four hours. She was a big carrier, once having 2,576 
tons of coal and 30,000 feet of lumber iu her hold. She 
was sold and converted into a coal barge, and was lost 
with all hanrls off Cape Cofl, the same night the steamship 
" Portland " went down with all on board. 

The time passed pleasantly until the " R. B. Sumner " 
waa reported at the bar, — a fine ship, somewhat larger 
than the " Whitney," but I was disappointed about 
taking the command. 

Captain Elishu Dyer was an owner of onc-<)Uiirtcr 
interest, and fully intended staving on shore that trip, 
and had so notilicd the firm, but be had been recently 
marrietl, and his wife took a notion she would like to 
make a sea voyage with her husband. As a conwquence 
he concluded to hold on tu the command for another 
trip, and aa there was not another vacancy in the fleet, 
like Micawber, I " waited for something to turn up." 

I engaged roonts at a nice l>oarfling-house on Julia 
Street, close to Magazine, where the family of Captain 
Gray, former captMn of tlie " J. P. Whitney," had theirs, 
the rest of Ihc boarders being young men, mostly clerks 
and bookkeepers in the mercantile ftnd cotton liousM 
of the city. Mn. Conklin, a widow, who kept the fiouee, 
had three grown up daiighlcnf. and a son who was in 
business in the city; s vcr>' fine family, the ^rls being 
pretty, bright, intelligent, and fond of mwiic, while Mary, 
the eldest, was a fine harpist, and an accomplished 
pianist. 

It was the early winter, and the city was tn gala attire. 
Ralls, theatre parties, and tho opera wore the regular 
thing, while evening parties at the bouse, mwicalM 
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and otstcr sappers constituted a touDct of gaiety that 
vas «-«r>' fascituting to a j-oung man. 

Aboat ihb time my old friend and sehoolmate, Captftin 
Ebea QrBVtt, amved in port in oommand of the barque 

Panama." Not having seen each other for years, tho 
■Deetiag was a ntost pleasurable one for both, and 
our booM being full, I gave Um a cordial invitation to 
oiKoe up aod sbatv my rooms, which he f^adly accepted. 
I intnxlueed bin to Mrs. Conkhn and the ^rls, and it 
was Bot long befora be was hke a member of the family. 
Insteail of going oat in the evenings, ho preferred to 
•pood tbem at honw. and I won 9aw that between him 
and ITiflB Mary it was a case of love at Brat sight. As hus 
stay was limited, matters had to arrange themselves 
quioUy, and ooe e%*ening after I bad retired be awakened 
mo to tell me Ibe deed was done, Wvm Mary had accepted 
bim, and Mra. Conklin had given her consont. Tbo 
n-r^lding n-s4 fixed for Satarday of tlie coming week, at 
9 o'clock in Ibe moniing. After the wedding breakfast 
Captain Gra^-m wa« to take bis bride, with her family, 
servants and all, on 1x>ard tbe barque. I, as best man, 
was Id stand tip with tlie captain, and accompany the 
n-edding party to the barque, being placed in command 
l>ra tem. to take her <iown riwr lo the lower Icvoe to make 
up tbo tow, while the captain attended to his affairs up 
town, and I was g^ven carte UancAe to provide dinner. 
At eight p. M. tbe good-b>-s would be said, and Captain 
Graves and his bride would leave for New York, while 
our caniages would take us all back to the house. Thia 
was the programme as laid out by the captain that night 
in my room. 

Kx tending my warmei«t congratulations to my old 
friend, I suggested tbe adnsability of getting a little 
sleep, as it was then one o'clock, but Graves was not 
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sleepy, and neariy two hours psased before I succeeded 
in closing my eyex. 

From that time on. all was biutlc kod prepantion; 
the invitations were issued, and the btiodred and one 
thinj^ had to be attended to, that precede a wedding. 
Tlic i«Mtor< vrvre in a whirl of excjtement, while I, having 
no special business of my own, took a hand in all that 
WM going on. Tlte week passed quickly, and the wedding 
mom ushered in, with bright sunshine, a most lovely day. 

The gitests guthorttl in the parlors, which bad been 
prettily decorated, and just before nine o'clock the wed- 
ding party deeeeodod the st^iint. and took their places, 
Misa Eva Lovering, a dear friend of Miaa Mary, and a 
most charming young lady, being bridesmaid. 

They were married with the Episcopal service. The 
words that bound tbcm togctber fur life were uttered, 
the ^gnatures were made, oongratulaliona were extended 
to the newly married pair, not forgetting the kiaa to the 
bride, who, blushing, looked prettier than ever. The 
bridal party then descended to tlie breakfast room, 
under the guidance of brother " Tom," who. an master 
of ceremonies, filled the position most gracefully. Here 
for an hour mirth and jollity reigned, after which the 
ladies retired to change tbeir coatumee, and carriages were 
taken by Mre. Captain Graves and family for the ship. 

After seeing the party on board the captain left for 
up town, an<t at noon a towboat took the barque to the 
tower levee, where the tow vmn made up, the " Panama " 
bdng the outside ship. 

After dinner had been served, the family party sat 
under the awning inspecting the ehlpping, and asking 
all manner of questions. Not having ever been on a 
vessel of any kind before, it was a novel experience tor 
them. By five o'clock, the captain came on board, and 




1»0 




OCEAN LIFE 



ow it. ^M 



ord«i«d tea, but no one seemed indioed to eAt aD>1 
more, and as time drew near for puting with thdr' 
rist«r the ^rii grew silent, a tear would ^isten, an i 
quiver, while tbey would laugh and try not to show : 

At lutit the wfaktle of the bo«t souuded warning, 
ithore tliat'a going ashore!" and with a final embrace, 
a hearty handshake, and a forvTot " God bleaa you," 
the ladies were assisted across the shipping to the leree, 
where entering the carriages, we drove home, moresileot 
than in the morning. Arrived at the house, an hour was 
spent in conversation, the topic being " the captain and 
Mary." 

•• What kind of n voyage will she have? " " Will she 
be likely to bo aeasick? " and luts of other questions were 
uddresied to me, to all of which I gave consoLing repli« 
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The next few days were spent in wrilitig and sentling 
notices to all friends, north and south, after which every- 
thing 8Cttl»l down into the rugulur routine, und I rcinainod 
in New Orlt'unH until tho early spring, tlicn tnking piuw»ge 
for Boston, I purchased a quarter interest in a full-rigged 
brig, bctu-een four and five hundred tons burthen, that 
had l>ecn condemned by the United Statoa govenuuent 
as a aliLvcr engaged in the iilave trade between the coast 
of Africa and Cuba. 

Thia veeael had a history that I aftorwania found out, 
but at the time I knew nothing more than that ahe had 
been picked up derelict off St, Thomas by a Ppovinoctown 
whaler and brought into ProvlDOCtowii. She had no 
Hag. nor papers, Ever>-thing by which ah© could Ijo 
i<)flntifiod hnil been destroyed. There were ftlave^haokles 
on board, and luml^er for 8la\ie-declca, a largo number of 
water casks, and all the fittings of a slave-ship; she waa 
taken and condemned iw aucb by the goveninient, and 
sold at auction to Mr. Cliarlea W. AdaniH of Boston. Ho 
in turo sold one quarter interest to me, to take roniinand. 

1«1 
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She waa placed in Ke]le}^B dry dock, East Boston. 
Her CAbin, which was iiclow decks, waa lorn out und a 
deck-house was put on for cabia accommodations; also 
a new galley in tlie place of the old iron caboose. Her' 
heavy copper was stripped off and replaced by j-ellow 
metft], and al>out 1,500 through locust treenails driven, 
to strengthen her. Altogether she was a queer-looking 
craft. Her cabin, which had extended to the niaininast, 
was finished in mahogany and boxwood, with staterooms 
on each side. In the panels of the staterooms were 
imbedded bullets that had been fired from the skylight, — 
at the captain, probably, — while on the deck, in front 
of one of the rooms, was a large stain of blood. 

8paiii.'«h built, with Muff bows above water, below 
she was very sharp, and from her mainmast aft she fell 
away, carrying nothing under the cabin deck but pig 
iron ballast. Above the between-deck liennis she widened 
out, her greatest beam being at the fore rigging; from that 
she fell away aft, b^ng very narrow at the Bt«m, and 
steered with a big, long mahogany tiller, which was taken 
off, and a wheel substituted. 

Having bought her from the government, an American 
register was obtained with some <HfTica1ty on account of 
hep being of foreign build. The name given her by the 
purchaser was "Charles W. Jordan." Her apars were 
heavj', and of great spread, while from topmast, to'gal- 
lant and royalmast heads hung heavy preventer back- 
stAySi to which tackles could l>e hooked, and set up to 
heavy eye-bolts through the deck-beam on either side, 
the brig having every facility for carrying saU to the 
limit, if neceasar>*. 

Having shipped a crew, the " Jordan " suled for 
Machia.1, Maine, to load lumber for Rio Janeiro, and the 
run from Boston to that port sliowing her sailing capa- 
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bilities, I hit that nothing that did not use nlCAtn n-as to 
be fearod. At Mochias we took on our lumber, including 
deck-load even with tlie raiU, and at the dose of a dark, 
lowering day took our leave of Machiaa port, and the 
gale increa-sing, by midnight we were scudding under 
close reefa, headed aouth for the Gulf Stream. 

At the time of sailidg, the whole country was watching 
for the impending conflict between the North and South, 
although ho.'^tilitics hitd not a<;tiially commGnc«d. 

Seeing few vessels and speaking none, our passage to 
the equator wita made in exeepttoiially quick time, the 
N. E, trades being, up to 10* north, quite strong, and 
from this point fdling off. but continuing of moderate 
strength to 5" north, when they failed altogether, and a 
calm of a wock'ii ilunition succeeded. 

There is scarpely anything more annoying than a pro- 
tracted calm at sea, especially after having mode a good 
paaaage up to a given point. As far as the eye can reach, 
bounded only by the horizon, lied a glassy unbroken 
surface, porhnpx a flight, undulating ocean swell, on 
which the vessel lazily rolls from side to side, or liea 
motionless, the suiU hanging limp or clewed up to prevent 
slatting and chafmg. The sun, like a ball of fire, beats 
down upon the deck, causing the pitch and tor to bubble 
out of the seams, white the deck is like a furnace. Awning 
are spread, but the men go about their work in a liiitless, 
half-hcart«d way, while the captain gazee eagerly around, 
whistling softly for a breeie. so the day wears on. Old 
Sot is getting lou'er and lower, until like a fierj- globe be 
sinks below the horizon's edge. The shadows deepen 
and night creeps o'er the sea, and the stars oome out« 
white ft delicioiM coolnen, in contrast with the fieree beat 
of the day, is felt. Tliere is no sign of a wind. So paasM 
the night, and almost before tiko stani have fikded, the 
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wat«b is taroed to, decks are washed down uul scrubbed, 
while vnry bit of woodwork, outaid« uul in, receirea its 
bi^tiiim of ocean water. 
HMOwfaile aaotber day draws oa apace and 

■Wflliiliiily M tha dajli^ 
Cornea wtien the ai^ ii doo^ 
And tbe crimaoaitnak 
Ob ooMn's efaeek, 
Growa into Uie (K»t ana." 

Still DO darkening shadow of a coming bicese, aod we 
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' Am iiU m a paiatad aUp 
Opoo a paiatcd oceaa." 



Day after day, and 9oinettni«8 week after week, passes, 
and still DO wind. One can ima^ne the horrors of the 
" middle passage " (from tlw eOMi of Africa to Cuba) 
on a tlave-ahip in the old BlsTe-eanying days, with such 
a calm. But relief is at band. Afar off on the borizon 
a few small clouds are seen, while .ilong tbe edge appears 
a dark shadow, gradually spreading and rapidly advan- 
eiog. No squall that, butasteody wind, the first welcome 
breath of the 8. E. trades, and we know the calm is a 
thing of the past. 

With every atJti'h spread, and every sail trimmed to 
meet it, the good brig bn-ls g<>ntly over, the white foam 
thrown from her bows, aiid once more endowed with 
life, she crosses the tine, with yards braced sharp, con- 
tinuing her way aluiig th« Bnixilimt coast. 

We sighted Cape Krio, ami Ijearing away to the west- 
ward, the following morning entered the beautiful bay 
of Rio Janeiro. 

The brig having a clean bill of lieallh, the doctor's 
visit WAS soon over, and the ship-chandler's boat pulled 
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alongside. He wished to know if I wanted to go on 
shore, but as it was between four and five p. m. I concluded 
to wait until OMnuQg. He chanced, however, in naming 
over the American vessels in port, to mention the barque 
" Panama," Captain Graves. This altered the case, 
and I told him 1 believed I would (;o, after all, and having 
been taken alongside the barque, I usceiided ttie gangway 
and stepped on deck, where the first ofBcer, who waa a 
stranger, received mc. On inquiring fur the captain I 
was told he had not yet come oft from shore. 

" la Mrs. Graves on board? " 

" Yes, air, would you like to see her? " 

" Why, yes, as the captmn is not on board." 

He ushered me on to the quartcr-deck abaft the house, 
where Mrs. Graves sat in a rocker, and started to announce 
me, when, with one look and a scream of delimit, sho 
sprang from her chair, warmly greeting me, and seating 
ourselves, we commenced n review of the time «nce we 
parted. I answered all questions about the family, but 
we had not proceeded for, when she suddenly exclaimed, 
as a boat pulled towards us; 

" There cornea Eb.; we'll give him a surprisel " 

Then she hustled me into a stateroom, where frooi 
my retirement I cotdd hear Captain Graves say its he 
came oft: 

" Wlistl all alone, Mary? I saw some one here as I 
Mime alx)ard[ Where is he? " 

After keeping him wondering awhile, she pointed 
towards the door of the stateroom where I was, and 
opi'uing it, wo Btoo<l faci' to face! 

With a shout he rwognisetl me, and a bearty welcome 
and handshake followed. 

We had so much to talk about that they Insittted upon 
my toktug up my quarters with them while in port, to 
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which I gladly assented, going on board the brig daily, 
and returniag at night to the " Panama." 

At the request of my consignee I rechartered the 
" Jordan " to take the cargo on to Montevideo, imtend 
of disch^rgiug at Rio, lumber being more in demand 
there, and a week later, bidding good-by to Captain 
Graves and wife, with the wish that I might see them 
on my return, the " C. H. Joidao " got uitdvr way, and 
runntng out past the fort and Sugar Loaf, with a fine 
brMHWM soon bowling along towards Cape St. Mary, and 
nothing of note occurring, in a week wo di-opped anchor in 
the harlKir of Montevideo. Uruguay is the sninlle.it of 
the South American republics, covering an area of but 
wventy-two thousand .square miles, wliilc ita capital 
Montevideo i;i the chivf commercial center, having a 
population of about tn'o hundred and fifty thousand 
inhabitants. .\11 fniitH and vegetables grown in Europe 
can be succcssfuUy raised Uierc, the hot season holding 
away from November to April, and the cold season from 
May to October. The chief iodustricj^ are the nusing 
of cattle and sheep, and other agricultural pursuits. 
The value of its animal products exported in 1897 
was nearly twenty-seven million dolUra, that of jerked 
beef alone amounting to tibout four and one hiilf- 
millions. 

Quite a nunilwr of vessels were in port, among llicm 
several American, including the United States frigat« 
"Congress." (The sailing frigat« "Congress," 50 guos, 
sunk in Hampton Roftda, Va., March 8, 1S62, after having 
been disabled while fast aground, by the Confed«rrutc irun- 
elad steam-battery " Virj^nia," rebuilt on the hull of 
the U. S. steam frigate " Merrimiic." Thi^i battle was 
the introduction of steel and steam into the navy.) 

I WM ordered by the consignees of our lumber to 
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diaehvga si oaee, and recharter to Uke a cargo of jerlrad 
beef beck to Rio Jaoaio, and irhUe niaking airaogeineiita 
with Vr. Evans, — - mentioned in a former chapter in 
conoectioQ with the death of Captain Smiky, — ship- 
duadler and provisioD dealer, who supplied about all 
the ah^tptng with beel and v c g pt a b le B , 1 fonned the 
aequaiotanee of the dtfleivnt ahipnueten, who mftde 
tbc^ beadquarten at Evans's store, getting the news 
Iheccetc, etc 

Bvane was a sharp, shrewd En^ishman without mud) 
education, but keen at a trade, blu£F and jolly, thou^ 
at times very em[^stic in hia Isnguage. His businees 
and books were superintended and kept by Captain Joeeph 
W. Clapp, a genuine Nsntucketer, who wad the moet 
original of men. Honest, nltciitive to businem, with an 
eye always to his emplo>'er'B interest, be displayed a 
rare tact in dealing with customers, that was invaluable 
to Ur. Evans, who wan, at times, ioeliued to be irritable 
when anj'thing went wrong, and many took exception to 
his language; but a witty remark or a funny )ilor>- from 
" Joe " would straighten mattos out, and I think Evans 
owed his sucoess in business, in a great measure, to Clapp'a 
ability, honesty and faithfulness. In society he was a 
ffioenl favorite; full of humor, and witty in conversation, 
be posaeand a fund of stories of his island home and ite 
inbabitaata, that he could draw upon at will. 

Horseback riding was freely indulged in, as at Buenos 
Ayres, and many a gallop I enjoyed to the other side of 
the bay, wh^re was locAtetl tlic " Suladero dc la Fonda," 
■o inimcnso establighment for the slaughtering of eattle 
and the curing and putting up of tbe " Caroe Tasaga." 
or jerked beef of commerce, (hat was exported to Bradl 
and France in immense quantities. This was a place well 
worth visiting, and a goodly number of rides were taken 
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around the bay to see the process of converUng (he steer 
into jerked beef. 

There was a very large one-story building, or more 
properly shed, open at the sides, with a Atone flooring, 
and gutters to carry ofT the blood that literally ran in 
rivers durioK the killing process, while along its entire 
length wat » double track terminating at one end in a 
corral, or enclosure, which was built with an inclined 
plane towards the end neartist the shed, narrowing down 
to the width of a broad platform cor, that during the 
killing woi) introduced under the bars of an enclosure 
between the shed and the end of the corral. This corral 
would contain three or four hundred steers, and had an 
opening into a large one that held many thousands. The 
walk of the smaller corral were broad enough for a man 
to walk on them around it, and throw the lasso over the 
cattle's heads, when they wore jerked down on to the 
platform car ittanding ready to receive them; tlie other 
end of the lasso being earned through a pulley into a 
patio, or yard out^Jdo. where it wa8 attached to a horse 
nddcn by a gaucko, who, on the call from the lassocr, 
spurred up and yankod the animal out from among the 
othcra down the incline on to the car. 

On a small platform, close to the hani. Htuo<I the man 
who did the killing, and who, by reaching over, could 
strike the animal just back of the horn.-« in the neek with 
a knife, severing the »ptnal cord, when the steer would 
drop, as though shot, on to the car, and, the bars Ifcing 
drawn, it would shoot out along the track, which waa 
lined with men about five or six feet apart, who tumbled 
them off tho cjir, and in Icm than two minutes they were 
dissecte<l. They took off the hide with a few sweeps of 
the long, sharp knives, two more removed the flesh from 
the ribs, while in less time than it takes to write it, th« 
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bide was gpiag in one direction, Ihc beef to vats for the 
eoaking previous to pretwing out and the euriog in the 
8UD, — during which time no rain was allowed to fall 
upon it, — making the jerked beef of commerce, while 
the bones, hoiifs an<l hums were taken to the rendering 
houae. There were separate eatabliahmenta for all these 
purpocsCA, and the entire works covered many acrea, to 
say nothing of the great corral capable of holding ten 
thousand head of cattle. 

A funny incident occurred during one of my visits, 
althougli for a short time it seemed to me to possesa more 
of the tragic element. One fine morning, I hod ridden 
over alone, fastened ray horae, and entered the shed that 
was support«<l by iron columns, not over clean, and was 
standing near the bars, watch in hand, timing a man aa 
to tlie length of time he look to skin and dismember a 
Bt«cr; Ihid work being so rapid as to excite wonder. 

Sometimes when the bars wmtld )>c dropped to let 
the car out, the killer having missed hid aim, the car 
wotdd come out with the steer ahve and unhurt, in which 
case there would be fun for a few momcntii before the 
luiimid was killed. 

lltia was the case on this particular morning, A shout 
etUed my attention from the man 1 was watohin)!, and 
looking around, I caught sight of an infuriated bull, 
with tail in air, and Iowcre<l head, making for me. Regard- 
less of clothing, t made aepring for a column and, climbing 
it, waK jait in time to escape his onnuh, which was a 
fier<« one. Turning from mo, ho attacked a pile of beef, 
which flew it) all directions. The workman had taken 
refuge in the rear of the columns, from behind one of 
which a man, aa the animal poMcd, sprang out, knife in 
hand, and hamHtringing him, the exoiten>ent was OT«r. 
Thvse fellows did not mind it; ft looM wild bull, b«ll( ao 
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tSltir of almost daily occurrenoc, bad no t«rroni for 
them. 

Meeting on shore daily the officers from the men-of-w&r 
in port, as well u the merchant captains, I listened with 
intereeit to Ihe animated diacussioiis on the prospects 
of a civil war. and tJte probable result from the aame. 
Among the oflicera, many of whom were Southern men, 
the feeling was inteosc, and news was anxioiuly awuted 
with every maXi. Captains gathered each day at Evam'a, 
and the situation was tlie all-absorbing topic of conver- 
sation. - 

The lumber discharged, the hold of the " C. U. Jordan " 
was made ready, by being matted, for the return cargo of 
ierked beef, not an iQ't-iting article to look at, but when 
washed and made into a savory stew ))ettcr than it 
looked. Our lading completed and anchor weighed, we 
rounded the point, passing Lobos Island and Cape St. 
Mary, headed north for Rio. 

With the exception of a liltle brush off the Rio Grande, 
our passage was a fair one, and in nine days, the brig 
again passed the Sugar Loaf, and came to anchor in the 
bay olT the landing mole. The next day we hauled into 
what was called the " jerked beef tier," a line of small 
voMola that were moored, head and stern, off the city 
front, extending from the mole to Cobras Island, and 
having only cvrgoes of jerked' beef on board, which were 
retailed from the vessel. Between the water front and 
this line was a passage for boats and small steamen. 

An the shore people attewlcd to the sole and delivery 
of the cargo, and I had sixty lay days to deliver the 
same, there was nothing to do but take it easy. 

On shore among the shipping fraternity the war 
excitement was at fever heat. The news of the firing on 
Fort Sumtor and the breaking out of the civil war had 
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been raeeived, and all knew whitt that meant. Sendee 
the vessels hulling from Qorthera porta, there were a very 
large number of barques and bri^ hailing from Gich- 
mond, Virginia, aud other ftouthcrii port*, all engaged 
in the cofTee trade. These were in a dtleminit indeed. 
Once outside the shelter of the Bay of Rio Janeiro, they 
were liable to seizure as prizes by any American man-of- 
war that happcnwl along. On the other hand, there was 
the choice of staying in port while the war lasted, and 
that might be for yeare, and Rio, tliough a beautiful 
spot to viiiit, was not just the place where one uould 
chooae to remain the year round indoBnitely, or, aa Jack 
would say, " until the vcasd grounded on her beef boneo." 

" Curses both loud and deep " were frequent, while 
heated arguments in favor of the North or the Soutli, as 
the case might be, were freely indulged in by the numerous 
captains. It was not only the Southerners who were 
troubled in mind; the flag waasliutdownon, and freights 
were not obtainable for Yankee bottoms without great 
difficulty. Vidiona of Southern privateere, loss of ship, 
and a sojourn in a Southern port or prison loomed up 
in the mind of the Northern captjun, while many wcro 
not only anxious to get home, but also to enroll themsetvea 
in the army or navy as defenders of the constitution and 
the right. 

To my great joy, I found the " Panama " stiU in port 
under otxlers to wait for oofFee, but the consigneee had 
not docme<l it bent to load her, as yet, and going on 
board I found an addition to the Graves family of a 
beautiful little daughter, and the captain was a very 
happy man. 
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TBOUAS 

A UONTH later, the cargo being all out, and not seeing 
any prospect of a frei^t north, Tcrling ttuit as at t4its 
difltanee these was not much to fear from privateers, — , 
it would be better to engage in that trade tJtan to liaj 
idle waiUng for a freight to be offered north. — I charteradj 
tbe brig to a Brazilian firm for six months to brii 
eame ttuaga, or jerked beef, from Montevideo to Rio, 
iifid )>iiile good'by to Captain Graves and bis wife, whomj 
I did not expect to ace on my return, as be woa abov 
to commence the taking in of bis coffee. 

The day Wfure flailing 1 was askod if T could take a j 
pasaeoger, and on my ansn-mng in the affirmative the' 
pMHage money was handed me, with tl>e understanding 
that he wa« to be aboard before dayli^t. A lug having 
been engaged, the brig was towed to sea very early, the 
towboiit dropping us outride the islands, where taking 
the wa brfleze, by nine o'clock we were once again on our 
way to the river. Shortly after leaving, the main topsail 
yanl wiu carried away in the elingii, but having a spare 
flpar on board it was quickly replaced, and in two hours 
the " Jordaa " woa all right again. It waa a wonder 

90S 




FIASCO OF PROFESSOR LO\T. 



203 



that the old epftr Instcd m long m it did, for on Qxiitmna- 
tion it was found to be decayed at heart. 

Our paxscugcr, whose nniiie was Love, vfos a ma^ciaa 
by profea-iion, and claimed to be a aon of the great English 
msgiciaa of that imiiio, but in reality he vfivt a fraud of 
the iirst water. I afterwards found out that he was 
leaving Rto " under tho rose " and that there were many 
who were anxiously looking after him. I knew nothing 
of him at the time. He seemed to be a genial chap, who 
at times would give an e:chibition of hia stdU at juggling 
which appeared to us very mysterioue, and wc were 
inclined to look upon him aa one likely to draw a crowd. 

His intention was to ^ve an exhibition at the Mount 
and tJien go on to Buenos Ayrea. 

With fine hroezes and good weather, in eight days we 
Again pn^tsed l/ihott Island, and let go our anchor in the 
harlwr of Montevideo. On landing I introduced Mr. 
Love to Mr. Evans and Captain Clapp, tiespeakini; their 
good ofTicra fur him, also making him acquainted with 
the captains, telling them his profeenion, and booming 
him with a good word whooever 1 had the opportunity. 

While we were making teady for another cargo of 
jerked beef, the time was paused when on shore mostly 
at £va»s'a discussing the war and the eventual outcome. 
Meanwhile Ur. Love had been buny. 

The Grand Opera House had been engaged for one 
night only, his numerous eDgagemenls pnKluding a longer 
stay, and Montevideo was placarded with gaudy puotere 
setting forth the nccomplishmenta of the great lV>feB8or 
Love, a wizard of the highctit order and son of the lata 
eminent ECnglish ningiciiin of the same name. Never woa 
anything better advertised. Montevideo waa on the 
qui m'M. Tlw nerve of that fellow lias be«i a wonder to 
ma everainoel 
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Tbe eveotful night arrived, and the immense audi- 
torium was packed from pit to dome, Captain Gapp and 
myself occupying scats in the dreas circle. 

There woa no orchiwtra, bo the groat audience was 
thrown upon its own resourcea until the raining of tho 
curtl^n, anti after a delay of half an hour the throng 
bc^an to exhibit signs of impatience. 

At last, up went the curtain, sliowtng the dimly lifted 
sta^, a table here and there, and one or two rowsi of wax 
eaodlos, with a few tawdry figurta scattered about. 
There was on ominous silence. PresentJy the profciuor 
appeared frotii (lie wingM, dressed in a tinxel roho covered 
with ERjTitian characters and hieroglj'phics, and bowing 
to the floor, firvt to the cast, and then in succession to 
the three other cardinal pointa of the compos?, assumed 
different powturta occupying about five or ten minutes, 
while the audience sat in wondering silence, llien going 
behind the scene, he rcappcnred in a moment, and per- 
fortnctl some simple triclis that probably every one had 
seen many times, abo attempting some more delicate 
work with an assistant, but the whole performance was 
BO niinsy and palpalile ns to be seen tlirough by tho 
veriest child. 

Directly a munnur arose, thon a hiss, then more hisses, 
until an uproar of indignation filled every part of the 
house. Tho professor, who had ut first rctiml from the 
stage, now came to the front and attempted to speak, 
but tho uproar was such that he could not be heard. 
Then came a shower of missiles, — cabbages, turnips, 
potatoes, eggs, lie stood his ground until an iron crown 
that some one hnd lorn from the decorations came 
whixting by his head, just missing it. Then he turned 
and fled. His assailani.4 jumpctl on the stage in pursuit, 
but failed to catch him, as be had made good his escape 
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^^ from the rear of the theatre. lie took with him the best 
^H part of the receipts, and getting on a steamer just leaving 
^B for Buenos Ayres, was seen no more. 
^H The audience vented their rage on alt his stage fittings. 

^B " Well " said Captain Clapp, or " Joe " as I aied to 

^^m cull him, as we tranie out of the Opera Houm together, 
^H " I'm blowed if that don't beat all. What if that iron 
^H erown had gone four inuhca more to the riglit? " 
^^ Love's fiasco formed the topic of converaation for many 

days after. 

It was on this trip that I ohtaineil in Montevideo full 
information relative to the biator)' of the brig " Cbarlea 
H. Jordiiii," former shiver. I had occasion to employ 
flome men from shore, and one, on coming aboard, looked 
around and cxchitiaed: 

i" Why, I know this craft, only she's been altered! " 
Overhearing the renmrk, I called the man aft, and 
questioned him. lie said he had made two voyages in 
ber to the coast of Africa, bringing slaves to Cuba and 
landing them on the south side of the island near the 
Isle of Pines. Both trijjs had been successful, and the 
brig being very fast, and a great favorite, was nut dfl»- 
troj'ed after htnding the ditrkica, as was often the cue, 
to remove evidence. He said she was a very old vessel, 
built originally in and belonging to Barcelona, Spain, 
and being in groat favor with her owners, she had been 
rebuilt on the same lines, and sent to Havana, where 
she was bought for the slave-trade. At the end of the 
Weood run he left her. am! on ihe third trip to the .\frirau 
ooist, having about t30,(KK) in specie on board, the crew 
mutloiod after reaching the coast, captured the brig and 
killed the captain and other officers, shooting the captain 
from the skylight in front of hi* stnteroum. Running 
the brig down across the trades until in the vicinity of St. 
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ThoRus, they dtKtnjtd everything od brurd by which 
she could be identified, and taking to tbe boata, landed 
at that port, giving out that their vemti had sunk. From 
St. Thomas they proceeded to Havana, and having plenty 
of money, while " in their cup* " they betrayed thar 
aecret aiid were arrested. Two of the crew turned 
state's evidence, and tbe rest were tried, convicted, and 
garroted. Tbe brig waa picked up by a whaler as before 
stated. 

Having taken our cargo of jerked beef on board, we 
again took our departure for Rio, where we arrived safely 
and entered our berth in the tier for t)>c sale of the cargo. 

I itpent moet of the time on shore, daily looking for 
letters and news of tlie war, our place of rondozvouiA 
being at the ship-chandler}- of George EsaUng, opposite 
Palace Square. 

About this time I made (he acquaintance of an en^neer 
of the name of Moore, a Yirf^nian, and one of the con- 
tractors for the building of the Oom Pedro Railroad, a 
rood that was being built from Rio acn^ss the Sierrns, 
into the table>laadti of Brazil, to brin); the products of the 
interior to tJie seabonnl. At that time muln were the 
only means for transportatioo. During the rainy season, 
for nlniotit six monttis of ttie year the Toruh were nearly 
linpasfiabte. It was impossible to get the products to a 
shipping point, and even in the dry season the rates of 
freight were enormous. To obviate this, the Dom Pedro 
Railroad was being built by the Brazilian government. 
Mr. Moore had a »cctiun of the road to buUd beyond the 
mountain near the Parahiba River, and being in the city 
for supplies, gave Captain William Hobbs, of the ship 
" Morning Glory," and myself an invitation to make 
htm a two weeks' visit. At the end of that time ho 
would be coining to the city again and would return with 
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U8. Wc gladly accepted, for this was an opportunity to 
Bee something of the country outside the limit* of the 
port that was not to bo slight«d, and as there was nothing 
to keep ua in the city, we made our prcpxrutiunti without 
delay, and one beautiful morning took the train for 
Bellaiiic, ft station some twenty-five or thirty miles from 
Rio, thence to the village of MacawcoA, a little plnce at the 
foot-hilht, the terniinud of the railroiul. On leaving the 
train, we found a party of four or five of Moore's men 
with mules, and one horse )x-Iungiiig to Moore. Also 
awaiting our arrival were the pack animalx to carrj' the 
supplies wc had brought along. I nut being accustomed 
to riding a mule, Moore gave up his honte to me, and the 
freight having been carefully packed on the animals, we 
mounted and started on our journey across the range of 
mountains. A fair road wound around hill and crag, 
sometimes doubling on it«elf. Upward, and still upward 
we climbed, until at night wc drew rein at the little 
hamlet of Brandon, located on the summit of the mountiun 
and the Iiigtiest part of the roH<l, whore the main shaft 
of the tunnel had l>een HUnk. 

Moore had ordered our entertainment ahead, and 
alighting from our tired luumalH, hungry as bears, we 
entered a houso where a good Bupper awaited us, to which 
we did ample jiistice. After aupper, at the invitation of 
the section superintendent, we went down the shaft, 
upwunU of a thousand feet in depth, in a bucket. Hiere 
was litUe timbering, and it seemed a long time descending 
through the walla of solid rock. The headings were from 
eight hundred to twelve hundred fwt from the shaft, 
and the workmen looked like spectrat, flitting about in 
the gloom. I was told the tunnel had thK<e shafts in 
which the work went on, u well as at the vncU. It 
appeared to be a stupendous undertaking. Again entering 
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the backet, ve were drawn slowlj to the surfMe, mnd 
thmkhig tfas BU p aiiatou dBut for his courtesy, we entered 
thehooM end ahartljr Rtifcd. 

The temperature at this height was a marked contrast 
with that of Rio. When we left that cHy it was intenaeiy 
hot, while here. bUafcets and spcettds on the beds were 
not uncomfortable. After a sound sleep we awoke 
te fw bed. Outside the scenery was fine, the hills and 
mountains ttunrag up grandly, the peaks tinted with 
the light of the coining day, while lower down the valley 
the mist, not having liftedt sliQ shrouded the view. 

We partook of a hurried breakfast, and again mounting, 
caauoeoeed oar descent adown the wertem dope, and 
reaching the foot-hiUs safely, made oar way throu^ 
heavily wooded districte, along mvines and over hills, 
until about four p. u. we entered Moore's section of the 
road and proceeded to hu hut, which was the largest of 
a number. It was usmI for general dining purposes, 
while the cooking was done in a smaller building adjoining. 
Here we dismounted, all ^ad to rest, the scction-handa 
gaCbering at lite big hut to bear the news, and after a 
hearty supper pipes were lighted and tbe e^'ening was 
given over to a general joIHIication. 

" E^riy to bed aod early to rise," was here the rule, 
and by nine o'clock the victors from other sections got 
astride their mules, and mth a " whoop, lal " galloped 
off in the darkneas, our men seeking their shake-downs, 
and by ten tbe camp was still, all hands wrapped in 

"Tiiwi naturo'ii rnntct mitom>r, balray ■liM'p." 

Ca Bias makes " Sancho " in " Don Quixote " say, 
"God hkm the man who first invented sleep," and 
I think all, that night, would have echoed the prayer. 

Arising with the daylight, and performing our ablu- 
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tlona in it big tin baAin, we strolled out to take a look at 
our suTTOundiDge before breakfast. These were, a large 
cleared space in front of which was the virgin forest, a 
dear stream of water a couple of hundred feet from the 
house, and the woods alive with birds of every hue, 
parrota aod paroquets BcreaminR and chattering, their 
gieea plumage mingling with the most gorgeouti huvs 
of every color of the rainbow, but no song-birds 
such as we hear in our New Englimd wooils. About a 
quarter of a mile distant in the rear of the hut was a 
rax-ine, leading up among the hillx, from whieh <lny and 
night i&sued a noise like distant thunder. I asked ^Ifoore 
what it wiw, and ho n^pliwl, " Monkeys." The r»viiie, 
which was heavily wooded, contained tens of thousands 
of munkeys, who kept up an incessant roaring resembling 
thunder. 

At the sounding of the horn, all hands liled in for 
breakfatt, which consisted of fl.'i|>jackH. b.viii), sweet 
potatoes, stewed black beana and farina; the last two 
being the standard di«h in Brutil aniuiig tlic working 
classes. Having made a hearty meal, the cook attended 
to the dishes, the hitmls went to their work, and Hobbs 
and myself had a great desire to go up the ravine, but 
Moore oaBUrod us it would not be safe, as many of the 
monkeys were of very large size and would attack a man 
very quickly if angry, and that tbero were so many of 
them, one would -ttand little .show even if armed. So 
reluctantly wo gave it up. and spent our time watching 
the men at work, strolling in tlie forest gun in hand but 
seeing little to shoot at. collecting leaves and fi'ms for 
specimens, watching the nuiny-hiied featliered tnl>e, and 
listening to the monko)*)! convening; thus passed the 
two weeks very pleasantJy and quickly. 

Taking leave of the soction^baoda the last morning, 




Bat afl tUap kve m end; w it n* witk «a 
•ad wfaen orer I votdd doC htrt namei it. 

WlHa I urived in Rio I fooad bo chaan of a £ni|M ■ 
•ad wwdudri to nil for bone in faaRHt, ta3Dt% tka' 
■luniwi of privateen, and hsTine r tce i red oa boanl 
wbat Um atoraa were reqiurad and deared for St. Tbooiai^ 
wt aakl bmmMij to Bio Jaaaiio. 
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CHAPTER XX 

Ln'ELT CHABB BY A PBIVATKEIl. — IN COUUAKD OF SHIP 
" DAKUUB." -~ BEAVT aALR. — CHtNESS PIRATES. — 
THR " ARtSL " AT SUANQUAI 

We puwted Cape Frio, and along the Braitil cowt, vrith 
ftno atroTig trndos. Bahia niid Pernambuco, and crossing 
th« oquiitiir, were once more in the home waters of the 
north Atlantic. Up to this time we had »ecn veiy few 
vesaeb, and most of thtwe ahowod no ilispoaition to bo 
nwghborly, t)ul edRed off as far as possible. We, ourselves, 
looked upon every cnift with suspicion; declining an 
intiiiinic acquaintance until we were awurefl in our 
miiidji that she hud no 6vi\ duigiu agaiost us. All hands, 
(oro and aft, were on the alert for a Sotitlwni pri\-aleer, 
but aftain, in this case, the old adage, " A watched pot, 
etc.," prove*! tnie, and one twautifiil morning we sighted 
the island, and cnt«red the cozy harbor of St. Thomas. 
On ihoro I found the flag waA shut down on, and there 
were no available freights in the market for Americjui 
bottonw, and having received the )ntc«t news of the war, 
we (tailed for Boston. 

All went well until wo were north of Bermuda on tho 
soiithem edge of the Outf Stream, and coming on deck 
one morning, I noticed nearly in our wake a fore-un<l'aft 
schooner apparently pursued by an homtaphrodite brig. 

811 
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It had been blowing strong, with dirty looking weather 
the pravious night, and the " Jordan " waa under double- 
reefed topaaUs. Both the pureued and the pursuer were 
cloec-haulcd on the port tack, with every inch of canvaa 
that oould be crowded on them. As they drew up on 
our weather be«m it could l>e i*een that the schooner was 
gaining on the brig and outwioding her, and evidently 
finding it waa of no use, the pun<uer \)orii away, and 
running down in my wake, was faat o^-erhauling the 
"Jordan." I watched her with a ^a*', and from the 
number of men on her deck, I became empicious, and 
calling all handf, the tackles were hooked on to tho 
preventer backstays, while the order was given to shake 
out reefs and loose to 'gallants. Thin work the bo^-s sprang 
to with a will. Topsails were mastheaded and to'gallant 
•ails Mt, as a squall that had l>eeu giitlK-ring to wind'urd 
eaine down upon us, and checking in the yards, and 
keeping her off two or three points, the old brig fairly 
flew tliroiigh the water, reeling ofT fifteen or sixlecii knots 
at least. 

Tlic squall lasted nearly two hours, settling down into 
a stiff blow, and we saw nothing more of our privateer, 
if such she wn-t. and taking a pilot in the liay, we passed 
Boston Light, sailed \ip the harbor, and made fast along- 
side Batter>' Wharf. 

I found the office on Doane Street closed wlien 1 
went to Bce my co-owner Charles W. Adams, and upon 
going into Mr. Deahon's oBlee on the floor l>elow to make 
inquiries, I was informed that he had been engaged in 
running the blockade at Galveston, Texas, with hia 
Teasels, and had been arrested. — or. rather, had gone 
out of the back dnor as tlic United States marshal 
entered at the front, making his escape into Canada 
and from thcnoc to Englaiul, where he was tlion residing. 
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by 

firam hM, mad 8D w keU as rtM fM^ 
, bttt tbtf* «M ■» Mp fir ic 



IW fMljr tfeaag to do m to get a poacr of Otonejr foM 
lb. Adam. wbiA hit brother finaOj w wawdw l u tlouic. 
We had her apjwaised and r««*^— ^ her for the «m> 
ood tme InND the gannauBBiyto whom I aftarvanb 
efaartend her fior «x montha to take naval stone to Port 
Rojral (Sootli Caroiina), mad pUdng Captain Knott Bray 
of Marfalchead in eonunaiid, I waited the anival of tbo 
■hip " Danube," then on her passa^ from Rio JaDMtu 
to New Yotlc, and owned by my uncle, Mr. Thomas 
Appletivn of ItarUebend. 

These were exdting times, — tltc npring of '62, — the 
d&rk anrl lr>ing A^ya of the Civil War. While the tomh 
of patri<;tifiiii glnwed brightly, and the love ni country 
Idodled io the boeooH of the loyal Nortb, atill tliorv were 
nuny who sought to extinguish it, by ^ving uid und 
aueeor to those who were duing llM.'ir best to broiik up 
(be repuUie, and trample upon the conntitution. Tniopa 
were almost daily departing for Iho south, while tht 
bulletin boanU were constantly t<iinx>ui)dcd by eager 
throngs anxious for news from the front. 

I had lieen recently mftnipd, and with the ship's nrrivul 
I took my departure, with my wife, for Now York, to 
take command. 

The " Danulie " was a fine ship, of a thousand tona 
renter, aitd hu<l twcn chartered to load coal for Shanghai, 
China. She had been littod out for eighteen monllis. and 
it was the intention of the owner to have her mninin In 
the China seas, freighting, while the war lasted, there 
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bring a better sbow Uiore than in home watera, with len 
ohanoe of capture by privateers. 

Tuking [cAve of Now York, unci lowing out past Sandy 
Hook, vro bado good-by to Mr. Appleton and hU wife, 
and other friends, who hiid accoinpuniod us down the bay 
to BM us oft and roturn on the ton-boat. Sail waa nuKle 
quickly, fnittfl cast off frmn the tug, and the " Danube " 
was fairly entered upon her lonRVoynRe. 

It wax currently rcpori«d that Southern privateers were 
in the vicinity, including Seromea in the Confederata 
cruiser " Alabama," and a nharp lookout was kept day 
and night, but no sign of any craft bearing the " Bun- 
nie [lluo Flog " wait atghtcd, and the " Danube " crossed 
thn oquat(»r without making the acquaintance of friend 
or foe. 

Good, atrong B. E. trades swept ua along the Brazil 
onaal, wbcn taking tlm froah westerly gidcti, wc were soon 
Up wtlh ttw Va\w of Uoud Hop«, and passed it n-itli strong 
gahw vwritig from southwest to west^northwcttt, and 
again Hilvri'il tho wutors of the Indian Ocean. From this 
Itnti' iin, itmng, iteady gulos prevailed, with anow and 
Itall ■t4irnM, the " Danube " acudding under lower topsails, 
niul nwfMl foronailn, rvcling off her two hundred and 
tilghty to thnw liundivd luiliw per day. This was, indeed, 
gturluufl sailing. 

In tbs loagltudo of Mauritius we experienced a gale 
of mora tiian usual aovflrity. While nut a revolving storm. 
It blow with hurricane foree. The barometer had hung 
very low fur twenty-four hours, and the sky had u wild 
look. It wa« blowing very heavily, with a high sea run- 
ning, KO 1 deemed it best to heave to before night, which 
was done, the ship making good weather, shipping no 
water. At eleven r. m. (six bells) the sea seeming a 
little smoother, we kept her off on her course under two 
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lower topsails. By eight bells (morning wntob) it was 
blowing great guoa, harder tbaa ever. 

Daylight broke, showing a wild scene. The wind was 
blowing with trenieadous force, but the worst feature 
was the piling up of the neiui, like huge mountains of water 
high above and threateniiig to sweep over the taffrail, — 
tumbling in at th« wuist as they rushed paiit, and flooding 
the main deck. 

I regretted, then, thai shfl bad not remained hove to, 
for heaving to now was a aerious matter! 

By four bclla, feeling tliat she must bo brought to the 
wind or founder, I beckoned Mr, Broughton into the 
cabin companion way, where one could not bo heard 
outside, and gave liiui hia instructiona. 

I niaiiHgi:^ to got oil the housetop holding on to the 
weather mixzen rigging. 

Clewing up the weather ^de of tlie fore topnail, hauling 
Bpilhng-Iincs well taut, leaving the lee clew Ktill nhcet«d 
home, and bracing the head yards forward, the crew, with 
Mr. Broughton and the second and third officers, laid 
aft to the main braces, 

Signing to the man at the wheel to case down when 
there seemed a better chance of eoming to without taking 
n sea aboard, giving at the same time a signnl to citsc off, 
and round in the main braces, slowly she swung into the 
wind, and hitd just brought the sea (airly abeam, when 
abe gave two or three tremendous rolla that put her yard 
arms deep in the water. 

Fortunately the coal that was between decks could 
not shift, having been looked after very carefully in 
New York, and stanchioned down with a view to just 
euch an emorgency, but it shifted at the eniLi, in the bold, 
gi\ing her about four or Ave sti«aks list, which wu 
carried the lemaiuder of the pasBagB. 
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Rocoverin^, she cxmt up to the ma, nuUdn|; fkiriy good 
weather, althouf;ii falling off occasionally, but shipped 
no wutcr to speak of, uuUl about two bdU io the first 
dofE-watoh, when a big wave broke on board, ataving 
in th« bulwarkii a/l, smwihing the skrlisht^, flooding the 
cabin, also staving the boaU, and creating havoc geoerally ; 
but iho wind suddenly jumping into southwest, enabled 
the ship to come up, head to sea, when she lay more 
eomfortably. With tbo change of wind, the gale bcgao 
to abate, and by six bells (eleven p. st.) the " Danube " 
was again put upon her course In due time we passed 
the isletA of St. Paul and AmEterdam, when bearing away 
north, we took the trades, and shortly after sighted Java 
Head and entered Sunda Straits 

It was now the limt of the southwest monsoon, and 
being nnxiuua to get through the China sens before the 
northoMt act in, we m«de no stop at Anger Point, but 
obt^ned our Huppliee of fruit, vegetables and hve stock 
from the Alulay trading-boat« that boarded us before 
arriving olT the point. 

Leaving Anger, we crottsod the Java Sea with n ratlUng 
breeie, entering Qaapar Strait, and were ao fortunate as 
to get tlmmgh iwforft night, when the wind fnlling light, 
with a strong curroiit, we brought the ship to anchor to 
await daylight. A sharp lookout with guns loaded and 
overj-thing in readiness was kept during the night for 
pirate proaa, should they make an attempt to board ue. 
The " Danube " had a good armament, consisting oi 
four large deck -gnat, in the use of which the crew were well 
drilled; two of them being twelve-poundera, rifled, the 
other two smooth bores, a dozen and a half muskets, 
the same numlicr of board ing>p ikes, and pistols (large 
sUc), sftbres, cutlasses, and a magaiine with plenty of 
ammunition. This was neoessary for a ship trading or 
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freighting in these waters at this time, as the Ohineee 
pirates were very numerous, the Chiuaa Archipelago 
being infested with them, aa well as the southeni coast. 
Piratiug, aiiioug the Cliinesc, was a regularly organized 
bueinees; their agents on shore kept them appndaed or 
what would Ix; profitable t-aptures: junks with valuable 
cargoes or specie on board. While confining their depreda- 
tions mostly trO junks and smikUer vessels, thoy were a 
formidable foe to European craft if they could catch them 
unawares. Theirs were fast-eailing junks, often with 
ten or twel%'e large guns, — stowed in the hold if they 
ran into port, — carrj-ing a crew of from ninety to a 
hundred men. They were as cruel and bloodUiinity 
a set of scoundrels " as ever scuttled ship or cut 
a throat," showing no mercy when one was in their 
power, uides.t there was the chance of a Ug ramiom 
being paid. 

When at sea, their usual mode of [wooadura, OD (ftlling 
in with a vessel that they deemed safe to attack, wts to 
get to wind'ard, keeping along In company, and gradually 
edging down upon her, but so slow and gradual aa not 
to excite suspicion until ver>- near. .\i the masthead of 
the*! piratical junks, if one looked closely, would tw aeen 
a package of glass or earthen }iin; these contained the 
moHt villainous smelling compound, that only a China- 
man could §tand, and not oven he for long. Having 
approached near enough, one of their men would l>e aeen 
shinnbg up the ng^ng, and when aloft the wheel would 
be put up and the junk run alongside, and the jara, or 
bottles, would be dashed down on the victim's decks. 
The fearful stench having driven all below deck, the pirates 
would spring from their concealment, and swarm on board, 
eutlass in hand, cutting down all who opposed them, and 
io a few moments the vessel would be in their possonion, 
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w)tcn the work »f plundering and murdering went rspidly 
on. 

ThoM pir&t«fi have th«ir regular hauotn, villages and 
efjiiiinuriitiw aubjoct to tbcir laws, govcmnl by a chief, 
or boad, wbo rules with a rod of iron; tbew being tbetr 
plaoM of rendesvouii, from whicb tbcy sally forth wben 
advlMxl by Uieir agonU, or for a piratical cruise. It was 
alwnya ooniiidieTed a safe thing, when a junk was Men 
odging down upon one of our vemcLi, to get a guo or 
rlHo roady, and when the Chinaman started to go aloft, 
to drop him IWoro li« got there. This aecomplUhcd, in 
tiinety-nino ctuum out of a hundred Ihey would haul oft, 
an<l nothing further would be heard from lliem. 

MeetiiiK l.ho northeiiat monsoon, the " Danube " 
pUMcd iJiitflido of FuniiuHn Ishind, now having a dead 
Imnt north of tlio C'hiiaan Archipelago, to the YangtM 
llivor, onoof the great hiithwayB of theOeleetlal Emjnie, 

A pilot wita tnkeii outxido and wc aaccndcd ttic Yangtze 
Ut ihu mouth of the Woooung Iliver, on which Rtand^ the 
elty iif Hhanghal, the chief noaport of China, with a pupula- 
tlim i*f upward* of half a nullion, opened to foreign trade 
In I8-I3. It la one of the walled cities of China, and eon- 
talni flcMJllilhlDg monufaetories of silk, glas-i, and paper. 
Outaldo th« elty waits, on the banks of the Wooaung, are 
(ho fortHgn oonoowiona: French, German, Engli.^h and 
Anierlcnii. They are all m'pnrabe from each other, and 
ponlaiu the hUKinoaa houi«(M, the vurioiia consulates, 
hot«li, and nwidonocs of each particular countiy, also 
the contra of trade and rominerre of the Chineee, who 
Irauact a targe amount of business daily, while the 
Itneta are niled with buKtling. hurrying throngs oom- 
priscd of Cliinem and representatives of almost every 
nation. 

We sailed up the river with a strong Bood^tide, and 
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the " Danube " rounded to off the AmencaD quarter of 
the city, letting go hvr anchor one hundred nnd thirty- 
two days from New York. Shortly after anchoring, the 
tide, running vciy strong, cuiuvd the anchor chain to 
stretch out a long way ahead as taut as a harp-fitring. 
A large c»rgD>boat, Iitdon, and under sail, atti'mpUxt to 
cross our bow, but the tide proving too atron;;. she took 
the chain aniidahips. In an instant she capsi»>d, her 
cargo of bales and boxes Boating o0, with her crew, up 
the stream! The river n-aa full of boats and tampana 
belonging to the shipping, and the boatmen made a 
grand rush for the bales and box^s (loot), but not an 
effort from one to rescue the drowning men in the river. 
Our crew aavod the big stccriitg oar of the cargo-boat, 
aiul rescued one poor fellow who clung to our chain, getting 
him on deck, where he stood shivering, the picture of 
woe, and I ordered " Sam," the aampan boatman, who 
had been one of the foremost iu the raoe for loot, to take 
my involuntary passen^r ashore with his steering oar. 

This " Sam " did unwillingly, and on returning I 
noticed he xtlll had the big steering oar, which he was 
getting on board. 

" What are you doing with that oar, Sam? " I asked. 

" Oh, tJtat allce light, Cappce. Our payee him paasage 
•ihorc." 

Thinking it a good opportunity to road " Sam " a 
moral Icason I said: 

" You scamp, why did you not save those drowning 
brothers of yours, instead of stealing alt you could lay 
your hands on? " 

" Oh'oo, Cappce, can catchce one picoce box, lung lae, 
no time oatchee China-man, no hab time, one, two. 
China-man drowned, no matter, more iioe (rice) for 
Chinft>man live." 
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My iDornl lesson was loet on " Sun " and I said no 
more. 

A great riwr trade is carried on by 8l«amera, mostly 
owned by American and ^gUsh hoiuses, trading between 
Shanghai and Han-keou. which had only been open to 
foceignera but a ehorl Cimc. Hauling in to the com- 
pany's wharf to discharge our coal instead of into lighters, 
we were brought into contact with the land, and sub- 
jected to the poisonous miasma of the river's boolcs. 

Until now my wife had moat thoroughly enjoyed the 
sea life, iter health was excellent, and sbe looked forward 
to the continuation of the voyage with a great deal of 
pleasure, but it was not to be. 

Choloru, that dread Hcourge of the Bast, was raging at 
Shanghai, sweeping off hundreds daily, and in less than 
a week after arrival she was stricken down. 

Everything was done, but, although she got over the 
diaease, ^he hiul not strength to rally, and the sixth day 
ehe breathed her last, called home. 

Her rcmaiiM, after being embalmed, were sent homo; 
on the aliip " Gamecock," Captain Clement Jayne, and 
interred at Marblehead. 

After my wife's death I passed a large part of my time 
with my old friend and captain Edward Mcacom, — 
formerly of the ship " Brutus," ~~ on board bis ship the 
" Mermaid," while the coal having been discharged, a 
cargo of cotton was laden for Hongkong. 

While at Shanghai I saw the " Ariel," the first ship I 
sailed in. serving us a hulk for storing opium, and except 
for the lack of her epars, she looked the same, bringing 
buck memories of bygone days. 

With a river pilot, the " Danube " took her departure 
from Shanghai, towing to Woosung. 
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CHAPTER XXI 

1862 - 1863 

FLTINO THBOUGH FOIIMOSA (tTBAJTS. — IN SIOBT DAILT 
OF " MODNTAIN WAVE " FBOS4 UA.N'It.A TO MADAnARCAR. 
— FAKEWEU. TO OLU CAPE UORS. — SAN KRANCiaOO 
AFTUTt FOURTEEN VEARS 

To the northern end of Formosa the nionjsoon was 
light, but after dyini; away neaHy calm, came out from 
N. N. E. in a furious squall, settling into a fresh gale, 
and sending tlic " Dunulie " througli the FurmoAa Str»it» 
flying, under her two lower topsails. The night was dark 
as Erebus, and although a sharp luulout for Cbinefle 
fishing-boats was kept, it would have been imporaibls to 
htLve Been thorn, and in the event of meeting any, it 
would ha\'e lieen a case of " hardest fend off." The 
following morning being iJiick with fog, no innd tould Iw 
seen, but on its elearing at noon our course was shaped 
for the Lye-eo Moon Channel, the eastern entrance to 
the port of Hongkong. 

Coining to anchor off the town of Victoria, the 8hip 
was at once siirroiiiKlrHl by Ktmpann containing artisans 
and washerwomen, all anxious to secure the shtp'H trade. 

I was ordered by the oonsignee to diacharge at onoe. 

Hongkong, an island near the Canton River, was ceded 
to Great Britain in 18-11, and with Kowluen on the oppo- 
site mainland, ceded in 18A1, fortna tlte British Crowa 
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Colony. Ita area is Iweoty-tiiDe square miles. And it b 
'i)ic OGntrc of nn cxt«n«iv« trade, largely through Hong- 
kong, ia Chiaese silk aad t«a. Of the population of 
about 222,000, nine thousand of whom are white, about 
137,000 are in Victoria, the capital. 

A laj:ge number of erolt of almost oU nationalities 
lying at anchor in the harbor, included many junki!. 
steamera, and men-of-war, and the bands of the latter, 
playing each afternoon about sunset, made the harbor 
very lively. From the top of the hill overlooking the 
town awl harbor, the view is fine. The ships nt that 
dixtanoo looked like toy Itoats. 

The " Romance of the Seas," one of the famous clip- 
pon* of Ui« '50'.H, thftt lay loaded ready for sea, appeared, 
as one looked down on her from that height, like a beauti- 
ful yacht. Thb wtm her la.<tt trip. She was lost at sea 
with all hands. 

While soatiHl tn the house of Messrs. Russell & Sturgis, 
our Donsigneos, one forenoon, reading the latest home 
Btws, every one wm suddenly startled by the entranoo of 
K elork, who nniiouncod thai the P. A 0. (Peninsular and 
Oriental) ('on)piiiiy'8 steamer that had sailed early that 
morning whh rotuming through the Lema Channel, with 
her nigiial Mt, " I nni on firol " 

Am she hod ohesta of opium in her forehold. valued at 
$3,000,000, thfl excitement was intetijw. all leaving for 
tho water front to see her enter the harbor, where she wa.i 
bparhivl on the Kowlucn shore. She was scuttled hy 
th(! men'Of'Wur boats firing pointblank shots at her 
between wind and water, the (ire being gradually extin- 
guished, nntl although the damage was considerable, 
the opium was untouched. 

Our cotton out and ship ballo-^ted, the " Danube " 
sailed from Hongkong, seeking a freight, and my intention 
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when leaving wu.i to run around to Calcutta, touching st 
!:^ngapare, in hopes of getting a good freight to the 
Unit«d States, or nome port in Europe, but fairly out- 
side, the " Danube's " course was shaped for Manila to 
try the market. 

The fifth ilay out we paa.ted the lilnnd of Corregidor 
at tlio entrance, and sailing up Manila Bay, dropped 
anchor off the pity of Manila, the capital of the Philippine 
Islands, since made famous by the war with Spain. 

The old city of Manila, situated on the western coast 
of the island of Liuson, where the Fasig Itiver joioa 
Manila Rny, fiix hundred and twenty-five miles from 
Hongkong, was founded by Spaniards in llj?!, and was 
comparatively Hinall. It was Hurrounded by n wall, and 
contained an old cathedral of the 17th century and 
other vhurchra, the Archbishop's palacv, monustcrici), 
convents, the governor's piilncc, and numerous govern- 
ment buildings. Binoncio, the great commercial center, 
lies on the nortli bank of the Pasig; the retail trade was 
then in the hand-s of the Chinese, but the import and 
export trade was controlled by fon-igncni. In the native 
part, the houses of the Malaya were mostly thatched 
huts, and a fire breaking out one night swept off some 
I^JiOO in tvo or three hours, running from one house to 
•notlwr, which burned like tinder. 

The ^p WM coiisignc*! to the house of RuKtell A Stur- 
gis, of which Mr. Green (later the husband of Mrs. Hetty 
Cir««n) was nuina^ng head, and I wati offered a freight 
for Bwton that footed up rising $22,0U0 in gold. There 
wen DO unchartered vca-tcls in port, hut knowing several 
were due, I accepted the offer, and the " Danube " wu 
speedily mode ready for loading. 

Manila at this season (winter months) was charming. 
Residents and vidilors alike appKcintvd llie afteniooD 
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drivei to LaneUa Puk to listen to tbe exquisite csg 
of the buicf And enjoy the eoo) breese*. Tbe botdi 
very poor, sad it wu more eomfortstde on Bi up bo « il« 
but 1 went on shore daily, returning tX tugbL 

Tbe Am«rican merchant abips in port, beaides the 
" Danube," wi-re the " Mountain Wave," the "Galal«&" 
and the " Cyclone; " also the " Wabash " an American 
war-«hip. We now being homeward bound, and baviog. 
(ar more provisions than could be used on the rnnrtwfr. 
I Mild the surplus at good pricea, and later made a few 
iovectmenta that piud well. 

Cigam, at this time, were very cheap in ManQa; the 
No. I'h were a very Roe quality, costinf! but twelve doltars 
per tltoiBiand, p«i«kc<l and put on board, while a smaller 
cigar. No, Z's, only cost eight dollats. Thinking these 
figures ooul<l not again l>e duplicated, and lieing at that 
%\mti an anient lover of Iho weed, I purchased eome 
thirty Ihuusand, twenty thousand of them b«ing No. 2*8, 
the rcmnindcr No. I 's, and ftftvrwanld diapo»ed of the same 
in HuNton at acvonty and thirty doUars per thousand, 
boKides knoping live Ibouflnntt for roy own u»e. 

I ptirchaiml some ten or twelve " pieces " of pina 
uliilli, coiituining eighteen yards to the " piece," made 
from the fibre of the pineapple. This product of the fertile 
Philippines is cultivated principally for this fibre, which 
la wuvvii into a most Iw&utiful fabric for tadiee' wear, 
extensively manufact\ired in Manila. It is of various 
colon, Hnc and delicate, but durable, just the material 
for the heated summer month->). Highteen yards was 
considered the proper quantity for a dress pattern. 

In addition to these goods, I had, just before sailing 
from Shanghai, taken otT the hands of one of the elerka 
of Russell & Sturgis, a complete invoice of Japaneae 
eurios, bric-i-brac, with two nests of fine camphor trunks. 
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He hod purdioaed them to take home with him, but his 
plans being chnnged to remain iu ShMighui for an indefinite 
period, he offered me the entire lot at what he paid for 
them, a very low figure. 

Prerioua to our sailing from New York, ray aunt, wife 
of the owner nt that tim«, Mr. Thumiis Applcton of 
Marblehead, bad asked me, if I saw anything pretty for 
house omanientatiou, to get it for her, and this I con- 
sidered a rare opportunity. Having no use for any of 
them now, myaelf, I gave her the lot ou my arrival hom^ 
and they were highly appreciated. The pina cloth made 
up into nice summer dreai^cs for the three girlM, mcmben 
of a most charming family with whom I passed many 
pleiuHiit davTi wlii>n home from my voyages. 

We sailed fi-om Manila in company with the ship 
" Mountain Wave " and passed down the China Sea 
together. I>eing in sight of each other daily all through 
the Indian Ocean until we were up with the south end of 
MudugascAT. Tlio wind then coming out ahead, we parted 
company, each going off on separate tacks, and we did 
not Again full in with each other. It was the most equal 
sailing I ever knew, on the part of two stupfl, for such a 
length of time and for so long a dialancc. The " Mountain 
Wave," however, arrived a week ahead of the " Danube," 

Around the Cape of Good Hope, past St. Helena, 
Ascension Island, Fernando Norohna, and across the 
line (equator) tb« " Danube " steadily held her course 
each night Beeing us " a day's march (or sail) nearer 
home." Nothing of note outside the regular daily ship's 
work occurring from the time of leaving the Cape till we 
reached the equator, — not a sail bad been sighted, — • 
we almost began to feel as though we were alone on the 
waste of waters, but now, again in the north Atlantic, 
■ sharp lookout was kept for steainets and «ailing oraft 
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of susptdoiu appeaianoe. All knew Semmea in the 
" Al«bftm» " was abroad in the»a wat«n, sedciag whom 
he could gather in, and the feeliDg that any day or 
hour we raiftht run across him caused an ooossinen that 
was felt throughout the ahip, but our feats were pound- 
leiB. 

EHgbtinf; few ^■c>weh awl apcaking none, the " Danube " 
pMMd IJermuda and the Oulf Stream, on the northern 
edge of which wo experienced li|^t southerly airs and 
foggy weath«r. Soundings indicated that n'e were to 
the south'ard and westward of Nantucket, and feeling 
our way, with the lead, around tJw great sfaoal, the fog 
hoing very dense, we finally struck channel soundtngx, 
when fanning along, with light southerly l)rc<fMW, the 
" Daniilw " crept pa«t Chatham on the elbow of Cape 
Cod, the Nnumt throe light*, the high sand-banks of the 
cnpn highlands, aeeing nothing, but keeping the fog-hom 
■oundlng m a warning to other vessehi, until we were 
north of ttie Highland Light with the bay open, when, 
the fog lifting, the most welcome sight of the lighthouse 
and sand-<)uni» of old Capo Cod came into view. Taking 
a pilot on bonrd when half-way up the bay, we obtained 
all tlio news of the war, with the information that Mr. 
Horace Broughton, my first officer, bad been drafted, and 
wna liable to serve his country either in the army or navy, 
unloaa he pai<I S^iOO for a substitute. A tugboat which we 
took ouUide the light towc<l the ship up the harbor, 
docking at East Boston, one hundred and tliirty dajn 
from Manila. 

Our freight of $22,000, payable in gold, when gold was 
■t n premium of two hundred and forty, caused the 
owners to smile and congratulate themselves. 

The owners at that time were James Ncsmith and 
Bona of New York, to whom, I bad been informed by it 
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letter from my tmcle Mr. Appleton on my arrival at 
Shaiighut, he had Diade over the ship. In future I was to 
take my instructions from them. ' 

Discharging wua ut once conunGDCod, and a week 
later saw the " Danube " in the market for a freight. 

I was stopping at Marblehcad, visiting the ship at 
Boston daily, and the time passed pleasantly. The war 
waa the all-engroasing topic of the day, enlisting was 
oonstantiy going on, and troops were leaving for the front 
almost daily. There was martial music in the air at 
almost every turn, while returning sick and disabled 
soldiers, worn down by the hardships and privations of 
the hattlefieldB, were siid 8ightd« to wilncsM, but there wna 
no shrinking, no holding back among the loyal eons erf 
the North. All did their duty, and a united country 
to-day is the result of their efforts. 

During our six weeks' stay in port, Mr. Broughton, 
my first officer, concluded to put a 8ubstitut« in the army, 
and embnrked upon the mutrimonial sea, tnking for his 
wife a most eatimable young lady of Marblehead. 

Churtcriog the ship to load in Wini<or'ii Line for San 
Francisco with general cargo, the " Danube " waa laid 
on the berth for loading, and in thirty days waa again 
ready for nea. With the crew on board the ship we hauled 
into the stream, and coming to an anchor, we took on 
board some five hundred kegs of gunpowder, which were 
stowed in the main hatch, after which the ship was ready 
for sea, aitd anchor weighed, we proceeded down the 
harbor. Dropping the pilot outside of Boston Light, we 
gave a farewell wave of the band to the ptlot-bont, and 
the " Danube," with all her canvas spread to a brisk 
westerly breeze, rounded the Highland Light, and passing 
out South Channel, again entered upon her 15,000 nillo 
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I 8ooa found the " Danube " was vet? logy and duU at 
Bailing. Site bad taken in large quaatitiea of iron that 
brought her vco' low in tlve water, and she sc«med to 
bare lost the spring)' feeling she bad on her homeward 
voyage from Manila, but thete was now no help for it, 
and it soon became apparent that the passage to San 
Francisco would be a long one, and two stiff southewten 
before reaching the trade wind belt did not help matt^a. 
The trade wind^ were ^-ery light, and losing tbem entirely 
in the latitude of 8° north, we experienced nothing but 
light airs, squalls and calms, to the latitude of 2^ north, 
where we took the S. K. tradeti, which were fairly strong, 
while gales with thunder and lightning were encountered 
oH the Hirer Plate (Rio de la Plata), and running down 
the Patagonian t-oast the ship was put in complete order 
to meet heavy weather off Cape Uom. Passing between 
the Falktands and the coast, we Highted tho east end of 
StAten Land, hut before wo hod rounded it and the 
" Danube " was pointed for Cape Horn, a howling gnle 
from the W. S. W. struck ua. accompanied witli snow 
and sleet, and heaving to under a lon-cr main top«(dl 
and forctopmast ataysail, the ship buffeted the big Cape 
Horn aeaa for a week, when a favorable slant of wind 
enabled the ship to recover her tost ground; but it waa 
short-lived, — gale sucoeeded gale, in rapid sucoeauon, 
and it was thirty days from the time of passing Staten 
Land ere we had gained enough westing to Ix'ar away 
north, but the change came at last. After blowing heavily 
from N. W. for several days, it veered into 80uth-<iouth« 
west. 

Keeping her off to the north'ard and west'ard, under 
two lower topsails and reefed foreRail, until the sea went 
down a little, the " Danube " miidc good progress towards 
better weather, while the wind holding steady from 



« 




THROUGH FORMOSA S'lRAlTS 229 

the Bouth'ard, each day showed a marked diuug<>. It 
had been a long, bard experience oS the stormy Cape, 
but we cuii]<l congratulate ourscU'es on the ship sustaining 
no damage under all the heavy buSeting she had under- 
gone in the past month. 

Gradually our feathered companions, the albatrose, the 
Cape pigeon, and " Mother Carey's chickens," that had 
kept us company around the Cape, ha\ing seen us safely 
through the most trying part of our passage, dropped 
utT, as though feeling their escort' was no longer needed 
and they could now bid us good-by. 

The change to smooth seas and bright pleasant weather 
was rapid, and sail was gradually increased until the 
" Danube " was again covered with canvas and fast 
leaving Cape Horn in the background. 

After being knocked about for four or Sve weeks ID 
the high latitudes of the Cape, one is in t ho mood to enjoy 
and appreciate the delightful sailing through the trade 
winds of the south Pacific. 

Crossing the equator, and taking the trades in the 
north Pacific, the " Danube " arrivwl off the heads of 
San Francinoo, where taking a pilot on board, again I 
entered the bay, after an absence of nearly fourteen yeara. 

What changes had occurred in that lime! How vividly 
were the scenes and incidents recalled that poased in 
review before my mind's eye in connection with the 
fourteen years since I sailed out by these heads, as one 
of the crew of the barque " SQngari " bound for Val- 
paraiso! What changes, since the early days, before 
California was admitted into the glorious sisterhood of 
States, when Oregon was a wilderness, and Portland, 
the capital, a city only in nnntel Now. under the march 
of progreas, the country was well settled, with thriving 
towns, vUlafoe, tad amiliog famu. Portland, still the 
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chi«f city, reftularly laid out, liad a large, bustling popula- 
tioQ, Slid a big steamship trade with San Francisco, 
and eliie where. 

San FrHiidsoot Tlie ship hauled in at tlie wharf at 
Clark's Point for discharging, but I should aover have 
n»cognii«d it as the ftpot I landed at fourteen yeara 
before. Now there were wharves, with sbipa diBcbai:ging 
their cargooi, a fine stroct leading over the hill lined 
with dwellings and stores, — no trace left of the shanty 
or " hotel " with " Ddmoiiico's " over the entranoo, or 
Mr. Benjamin Dixey's restaurant. Fine hotels and reei- 
dences, big storehouses, and piere for shipping, streeta 
and avenues handsomely laid out and thronged with busy 
multitudes, nil told of the advancement made, and the 
growth of tho " City of the Golden Gate," riace the 
early days of '50. 

On our way up the hay, the stex-edore's boat pulled 
alongside, bringing the mail, and among the letters was 
one from the New York owners, containing a charter to 
proceed from San Francisco to Baker's IbIbikI and load 
guano for the North Sea, taking ortlera at Falmouth, 
England. 

Cotmigning to the house of Charles W. Brook!* A Co.t 
Mr. Frank Ladd lieing the junior partner, we commenced 
the discharge of the cargo, which came out in goo<l order, 
having sustained no damage. 

I have, in a previous chapter, spoken of the lafgo 
variety of oockroaehes on board the ship " Brutus," 
Calcutta trader. Across the docks,oppo<site the" Danube," 
lay the ship "Guiding Star," Captain Small, just out 
from Boston, where she had discharged a Calcutta cargo. 
This ship was literally alive with roaches, but at the time 
I did not know it. 

In the evening I went on board to make Captain Small 
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■ social ealL ^""f '» •'*" if'.^ sannc s 'jsy pleaeaitG hour, 
he invited 3i£ '^i miaui -Jse iir^'. vim hiiEu I aenepted, 
and be ^7« 3ie his frAZi^r-r^ai. -.tking t ipaR nom for 

Becinn;e ihfsu' w^"'■■Jl ■".Tir^ic icc piiiliiia off my 
boots, I dianc«d isc "zrsftc in. tuwci^ miinrilT imta 
numin^ whea I irvie. Kui st-.'Mwilzia v, ■!."«», foand 
nothing Irft of 217 '-tx-w 'iizt -±a «oi*M icr: ^trape, AH 
outside of ^faese rvecihuK a pief« '.i r.rr,-*n luame paper 
perforated 'wixh ^ssr zcves. On ut'^L^ Captaia cmaU 
•boot h, be ex^isirxii -.c^. he =:eac.': '.'. ha.y» told me to 
pat e t er vt hing, inri-air* =17 --c-nii. ii '.fce hagkxt at the 
bead of the fc«d, ■;':■: he fcr^r,*; .*.; T^ Trvckroa^iuw had 
eaten them in ^he zi^c.:. icr, :he ■npi^am* fori^f'iljiMi 
cost me a =e-* paJ' -.z Vx'j. H-jw'vw, he wsa good 
enough to loan me a pai; 'o p'.*. '.^ 

The " r^fr'-r -ki.-? -.su*?o -r.£S6.*-n*rf lar^I? cf caaes 
of boots acji ib:« il*-- -a^-rliiR*. Ti* 'ianiajR to then 
goods waa. I -i=rie-!V»i. .pwtfi* '/f » tirAivi Khfjutuui 
dollars. An Tie TSiitifl t^t^ iu^.'>w»i 'j .* of h*r L'J'l and 00 
to the donk. -r^^x-n ',; f^r^y^ g4t(i*rwi to I?y-jk at the 
deatrurtiofi. vLJe -.iepr^sft •.ee!::;e»i wltii '.La co« extrava- 
gant DcoK&se r*t;iri.rj -.r> p«#^, '^.'^ PH^'' *ftiting that 
on taking ni' '.i^. Jt:v: T.Ut 'i'^'.jj^'i hr Mare tcUod 
Navy Yard, :*. ■»« f'-ai/i tLt*. ih* cofrkroa^hes had 
increased the V>rw f.--^a a LsJf Vj rr,r»« '|'i!irt«ri! of an 
inch in diameter. T:^ 'Lutt-hk vtA iivi *^jj if^i, and how 
it H-as settled I c^v*? ',i.:^-K. 

Earthquakes »'e.-f: '.'. '.;v\if^iX 'ii-.Timw^. 'J'lriug r^ur 
stay, some sever* <ei.',':t*. '•■m.u% «x;<*;rieri«bd, but no 
great amount of dA.'/.ajre rw 'i'ttif. o'lUi'lfs of pvjog the 
residents a a<rare. 

Prerioue Ui toy arrival },',riit; trotu Manila, I had been 
very much troubled with rh«ii»iatit!m, wbkh tiad increased 
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OD the piuoAge out, until row H bet^ame difficult to exer- 
cise my limba or get my boots on in the morning. I 
consulted a specialist on rheumfttisni, and ho wm of the 
opinion that he could cure me, but It would take two and 
perhaps three months. McAnwhllc I would havo to go 
under special treatment, which, while not con6ning me 
to the house, would interfere with my going to sea. My 
consignees, knowing my physician well, advised me to 
stop and continue the treatment, n.'ssuring me he was 
very succca.''ful in cases like mine, ao having communicated 
with the owners and obtained their sanction, the cargo 
being out and ship ballasted, I turned the command of 
the " Danube" over to my first officer, Mr. Broughton, 
who had been with me three years, and aocompanying 
the ship outside the heads, with a hearty handahake, 
and wishing him a safe and prosperous voyage, I returned 
to San Francisco on the towbf)iit. I was sorry to leave 
the ship, but I felt that in my state of health the voyage 
would probably ui^o mc up, and ns the treatment was 
benefiting me, I made up my mind it would be better to 
stop and go through with it, a coutue I ha\'e never since 
regretted, for every particle of the disease was eradicated 
from my system, and I have never lieen troubled with it 
to any great extent since. 

To be in San Francisco without a command was a 
novel experience for mo, but I was not long unemployed. 
The " Eagle Wing," a sixteen -hundred-ton clipper ship, 
arrived in charge of the mate. Captain Linnell having 
been killed on the passage out, o? the River Plate (Rio 
de la Plata) in a terrible manner. 

Tlie ship, while running free, was suddenly taken aback 
in a heav)- squall, and the boom ta''klc parting, the heavy 
spanker-boom swept across the quarter-deck, the sheet 
catching Captain Linnell, and throwing him against the 
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r wheel, driving tlie ^>oke handles into his body, denth 
resulting very shortly therefrom. For some reason, my 
0ODsigne«n, who were friends of the owners of the ship, 
were not satisfied with the conduct of the mate, then in 
command, but could do nothing without a power of 
attorney from the owners. This tliey obtained, and 
sending for me, 1 was pluccd in command of the " Ea^e 
Wing," to attend to her business until a captain could 
be sent out from New York. I stated to Messrs. Brooks 
& Co. that while I could attend to the ship'H buwness in 
port, which would not interfere with my medical treat- 
ment, I would not go to sea in her. having just left my own 
ship. This wus all settled, and they were to pay me 
>200 per month, gold, and my board at the Russ 
House. 

My first act, after taking charge, vtiut to gjve the mate 
and cook their discharge, for the reason that they were 
caught selling the ship's stores and sails, which 1 traced 
and was forHmatc in recovering from the parties t(» 
whom they were sold. I retained the carpenter, who 
KCCTiiOfl nil honest fellow; in fact, it wa« through him I first 
obtained niy information of the rascality of the others. 

Employing a good, rellabis ship-keeper, I placed him 
OR board, after the cargo was out, and taking in six 
hundred tons of ballast to keep her on her foct, I had hor 
anchored in the stream to await the arrival of Captain 
George B. Kcllum from New York. 

I had now plenty of leisure, and one morning, I went 
with a party, — four making up our number, two city 
merchants. Captain Pcndclton and m>'self. — for a dri^-e 
to some medical springs, n health resort about twenty- 
five miles south of the city. Wo left at 6 A. u., seated in 
an open carriage, behind n spanking pair of grays. Th« 
drive in the open air, which was as bracing and cxhilarat- 
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Inn M ehunpupw), through a bewttifa) euunlt}. 
f(Nwl«, WW one long to be reowDbered. I 
ItttAnl (>M>[tl«i Mpeikk or the glonoos cfinMitxf 
Imt I liiul ri«VDr rvalizcti fully, untQ tbftt ■«« _ 

It meMil. 
ArrtvJnit it th« BpringH between nine uid ten e*dMk; 

lirttikfMt WM onleml. and we impatientlr awaited te 
(irfifpAf aOon, in the miMitiwhilc strolling about the 
wliioli wrint prnllily laid out, and taking in 
of llu* fiiiront nir. 

Wlimi hmakfiMt wan announced we fil«d into a co^j* 
HMtin dnitknl with flowora, tho open windows aHowtag 
lliti frnnh Kir liulnn with the fragrance of the wnoda to 
awtMtj) Ihrniigh. Tlin table, with its snow}- linen and silver 
Mirvliw, WM aprvwl with the mont tempting repast of 
fnilt, trmh tMi and crisp bum>n, tender steak done to a 
Inrn, Hiirl l)i» rn)Wiiinf( dish a large pintter of fresh moun- 
InUi trout, that, im thn Irishman said, " were but a few 
liouni Imfuni walkiiiK around thor real cat«te, little think- 
InK (if tli« Invltiition Ihoy would receive to join four 
gnnllenKiii nt broakfiutt tliin morning) " 

With ktmn Rppotiten sharpened by the morning drive, 
wn did ampin Jiintioo to the Iwuntiful spreiid, and at noon, 
Ivavliig the Mprings, ami driving leisurely back to the 
olty, we arrived in time for dinner at six, it being voted 
by nil the most enjoynliln trip of the season. 

MiMsrs. Itrodkn and Liidd, upon whom I called daily, 
worp engaged in n largo sugar trade with the Sandwich 
Islutirh (HitWDii). Mr. Ladd hud told me he htid lived 
In Hiinolulu, and I aiiked him if he ever knew one Field, 
who wiw a shipmate of mine and left the ship ut Honolulu, 
in "48. to go into the houtte of Charles Brewer A Co., 
merchants. " What was his first name? " he asked. 

" Baniutn," I replied, " Barnum W. F 
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" Why, yes," he aoswerecl, " I was brought up in hU 
couii ting- room." 

He then ^avo me a sketch of the career, to dutc, of 
Mr. Field, or " Barney " ax we desi^rnated him on the 
" Tsar." He said l-lold went to California for Mcissni. 
Brewer & Co. in the '50's and made a good deal of money 
for hii; houi«c; later he went into busin&s!) for himself in 
IlonoliUu, and Ladd hud gone into his counting-room. 
SliortJy after thU Ficl<l left the inland, and was then in 
New York, engaged in the westorti produce business on 
Broadway. 

This information I vox glad to get, as I had a dcsirs 
to know what had become of him and how he had pnw- 
pered. 

The " Eagle Wing " was charterecl to load for New 
York, and Captain Kellum having arrived, I turned over 
the command to him. Over two niontha had now elapsed, 
and I was feeling do mueh Itettor I wa-t anxious to be off, 
and two weeks later I was told by my doctor, giving mo 
advice as to diet, etc., that it was safe for me to leav& 
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Ahoko my fricrxlH whom I bade good-by were a number 
of pQoU. I had been of some service to them during my 
«Uy in port. An attempt had been made to do away 
wilJi the plloUlmaU, and have the pilots only on the tow- 
boaU. Thw), of cutirw, ulways carrying a pilot, would 
•nable Ibo rapUin to have hu »hip towed lo ee* in one 
tido, nrMl it not li»in|{ compulsor)' to take another pilot 
uthnr (tiiiii (Im) one on llw towbost, the regular pilotage 
outward would bo BBVcd. 

Thin would onnblo the Hhip to get to ma, not only 
quickly, but choa|)Iy, lui the towini; rates n-ere not high, 
boinfc ki^t down by the pilotJi, who were indepeodent 
of Itie Towlwat Auociation, This, at first gjancc, seemed 
A good tiling for the nhipjiing, but it would h»ve operated 
duaalraualy for the pilot nervioe, aa without the shipa to 
take to aea, thoy would hnve to give up their \ioi\X» ittid 
go out of biMinodH, throwing the whole pilotage business 
into tlie handx of the towboat companies, who, I argued, 
would nnturully |iiit up their rates, and the shipping 
would bo at their merey. In short, it would eatnbliBb 
a (V * 'a monopoly of the pilot and towage systems. 

3S6 
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This I worked agonal in favor of the pilot-boat system, 
taking the ground that it was entering a port a pilot waa 
most needed, and that when a captain had brought his 
ship inside the Parralone» from off a long passage, it 
blowing hard perhaps, and the land shrouded in thick 
fog, with the bar breaking a feather white, and a rock- 
ribbed coast close aboard, he felt a deal more comfortable 
with a pilot on board, and a pilot-boat would He off under 
the islands, lookinj; for him in bad weather, — aa well as 
bright sunshine, — when no towboat was going t« ero«s 
the bar and hunt around in the fog for his ship. He 
could do the liest he could, and look after himself until 
the weather cleared, when, if he were near enough, a 
boat might run out and tow him to port. The whole 
mutter was gone over and argued, pro and con, not only 
among the pilota, but by the captains in port. In the 
end the pilots came out ahead, and apprccinting the part 
I had taken in the controversy, they presented me with 
a beautiful cane appropriately inscribed. It was of 
Mexican wood, dark, similar to rosewood, and a fine speci- 
men of gold quartji was intiertetl in the heml. This I 
treasure as a re^ninder of my last visit to San Francisco, 
nearly forty-four years ago, and the pleasant associations 
formed during my stay. 

I engaged passage on the Pacific Mail Steamship " C-on- 
stitulion." for New York via Panama, and we steamed 
out of San Francisco Bay with a large passenger list, — 
between nine hundred and a thousand. There wu 
ample accommodation on the big " Constitution," but 
with the much smaller boat on the Atlantic side, it was 
a proMem wlwre tlicy would all be stowed. But the 
problem did not seem to disturb any one. We had a 
pleajuint nin down the const, touching a few hours at 
Acapuico, Mexico, to land mails and passengers, during 
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which time thoae of th« throu^ pMBongcra who viabad 
could go ubore, but it waa «> mucb r'—tmur on botid 
oader the swiud^i thaa wsodering irouiid on wbon ia 
the hot lun, few Availed thenuelven of the oppo rtun ity, 
and the whiatlo soon cidUng aboard al) stragglen, with 
h«r prow pointing snawanl, the " CoDstitutioa " bode 
food-bjr to Acspuico, while tbo gong sounded For diaoer. 

Commodore Watkina and his chief executive, Captain 
Caverly, were two of the moat efficient officers in the 
service, genial and courteous to thetr panengera. The 
diaciplitte of the ship was perfect, every officer and evtry 
man instantly nt hi» stAtion, at fire signals or emergency 
ealU. One was made to feel an unusual sense of secunty 
on a Bteamsliip in charge of such men, nix], ns the resrilt 
of done ohaervation, 1 offer this slight tribute to their 
worth. 

Arriving nt Panama, we were transferred to the mis 
of the Panamii Riiilroad Company, which after a four 
hours' rido, brought U8 to Anpinwall (Colon), where we 
emhnrkml on the steamer " North Star " for New York. 
Once on board, the chiingo was quickly noticed between 
the two boata. Staterooms were packed to the limit, 
while the remainder of the pasacngerH slept on tables and 
under tables, on the cabin deck, in short anywhere they 
could find a resting-place without being trnmpleij upon. 

However, there was, generally speaking, no grumbling, 
all accepting the situation, and as long 03 the larder 
held out and » good table was set, everything was har- 
monious. Bright, pleasant weather and a smooth sea 
prevailed the entire passage. 

A funny incident occurred which cautted a great deal 
of amusement to thate knowing the secret. The bar oa 
the boat was not overstocked, and the bartender, not 
anticipating such a rush, had a scant supply of liquors, 
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while two'thirds of tlie crowd wete extremely bibulous. 
As & consequeoce the stock wan quickly reduced until but 
one bottle of brtindy remaioed. This bottle did service 
for ne&rly three daya, and must have supplied some 
hundred and fifty to two hundred pa&wiigcra with drinks 
at two bits (25 cents) each. 

The bartender hated to close down, and as fast as a 
drink was called for it was replaced by the same amount 
of colored water. It grow to l)e comical to see a passenger 
walk up and call for a glass of brandy and the bottle 
passed out, and in five minutes one or two more sauntcr 
up and call for whiskey and the same bottle banded out. 
This WHS repeated until not the least odor of any kind of 
liquor remained. A man would deposit a quarter, fill 
liis glass brimming full and drink it olT, then turn away 
with a look of disgust, muttering something about the 
" blaiBted " weakness of the spirits. It was of no use, 
though; twenty-four houra before arriving tlie barkeeper 
took down his sign and closed up. For nearly three daya 
that could truly havp lx«n called n temperance bar. 

On arrival and hauling in at the pier in Now York, 
the pusengert quickly scattered. 

Walking up IJroadway. my eye encountered a large 
sign reading " Barnum W. Field, Wcetern Produce." I 
crowed quickly, and entering the store, which was targe 
and wetl-fllle<l. I walked to the rear, and asked one of the 
Dumy clerks employed, if Mr. Field was in. 

" Yes, but he Is engagiKl for the moment," was tha 
reply. " Shall I take your name? " 

While we were talking, two gentlemen emerged from 
the private office and passed to the forward end of the 
ftore. 

" Which U Mr. Field? " I aaked. " Tlic tall, large man," 
was ttitt answer. Following and standing near them untU 
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the gcDtleinan turned to go. I stepped up, and holding out 
my hand, said, " Good morning, Barney." 

" You hnve the advantage of me," be satd, tooldng 
sharply at me, and taking my hand. " Your face has ft 
familiar look, but I can't place you." 

" Yet we were shipmates and chums," T laughed. 

" Where? " said he. 

" On the ship ' Taar,' " I replied. 

A look of surprise crossed bis features, and calling my 
name, he heartily shook hands, and invited n>e into his 
private office, where we sat an hour or more, GOmparin| 
notes since the time we had left the ebip in Honotulu^J 
in *48; then bidding him good-by, and promising to 
him when again in New York, I drove to — where the 
Grand Central StaUoD is now, and took the train for . 
Boston. 

It had now been three years since the breaking out oT' 
the Civil War, and the end was not yet. American ship- 
ping, aside from our navy, was still at a discount, with 
very little moving, except under a foreign Rag. 

Mr. George Deshon aaked mc, one duy when I had 
called into Mr. Deshon'.'^ oflire on Doane Street, if I would 
take a trip to the Bahamafl, and when I inquired thftj 
nature of the buAinetui, and what he nished of me, bel 
explained the situation. Owing to the war, Nassau had 
become the headquarters of the blockade runners, and^ 
there was a great deal of money afloat among the inhat 
it&nts of the islands, chiefly a colored population. He 
believed that a good business could be done by trading 
and sclting to the blacks a miscellaneous cargo, made u| 
of articles adapted to their needs, that could be disposed 
of at a great profit, adding that he and bis brother had 
bought a schooner and were going to load her. He hod 
a list of the eargo he was buying made and shown to me. 
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and said he wanted a maa to command her, whom he knew 
and in whom be could place confidonco; to take entire 
charge and management not only of the schooner but 
of the cargo, and dispose of the htttcr mnong the darkies 
at the islands; also, to purchase a return cargo of fruit, 
or anything I thought would pay. He ofTorcii me xaiis- 
factory compensation, and I accepted the position, at 
once taking charge of the schooner Ipng at In<tia Wharf, 
which I found to be the old fishing-schooner " Eliza- 
beth," formerly of Kfarblehead, a staunch old craft, not- 
withstanding lier age. Her cabin accommodations had 
been enlarged, all hands living aft, while the fo'c'sle, or 
forepcnk, had been thrown into the hoM. Sails and 
rigging were in good order, being comparatively new. 
She was not a fast sailer, but a fine sea-boat, tia easy in 
a gale, hove to, as an old shoe. 

On tJie following day the cargo began to come alongside, 
and 1 remained on the dock to receive and receipt for it, 
While thus engageil a party of seven men strolled down 
the wharf, looking at the different cnift. Well knowing 
Ihem to bo seafaring men, there yet was something 
alwut them different from the fo'c'slo " Jack " that one 
sees about wharves and along the water front. While 
I wan watching them, trying to «ise them wp, they finally 
stopped alongside the schooner, looking at her cargo 
of bales and boxM, and one of them, approaching ine, 
Mked where she was bound. 

" To the BAhomaa," I answeretl. 

" Where? " he again asked. 

l" To the Bahama Islands, West Indiea," I replied. 
' Going to sail quickly? " 

" As aoon as loaded." 

" Got your crew? " 

" Not yet." 
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deck for the lookout, all hands settled down to enjoy 

bemsvlvra in the nabin, where it was warm and noiii- 

Me. Green, my first hand, a big fellow from Cafitine, 

iin«, got otit his fiddle, and being a gooti performer, 

ie everj-ttiing lively tor a couple of hours. 

It all came out that evening, — who my crew wurc. 

ey were, every one of them, skippers of coasting 

liooncrs who had l^ecn drafted into the army, and 

liaving no desire to serve and no wish to hire or money 

Ito pay a aubstitiite, they concluded to get out of the 

leountry in a body, and stay out until the war was over, 

[and 80 ciimc tu Boston, and Bceing an opportunity to 

et a berth with me for five or six months with good 

j>»y, had shipped on the " Elisal>eth." Although not 

Jiing to serve in the army, they were brim full of 

itriotism, as will l>e seen later on. Altogether, they 

sre A fine sot of men, solicr, induatrioii-f, implicitly 

ppt>Ddient to ordem, honest; feeling, each one, a respon- 

libility to make the tnuling trip a success. Night or day 

bey were always ready for a call, aod not a word of 

ttmbling. 

The gale moderating, and wind hauling in the right 

l]uartor, the " Rl)ztt)>eth " soon made Abaeo, the most 

lortliern of the Bahama group, and passing fireen Turtle 

Ccy and .^baco 1-ight, we shortly sighic<l Harbor l-tland, 

A fine landmark for the entrance on the east side wax 

^w of cocoamit palms all inclined one way. A tongue 

. 0%'erlapping the entrance to the harbor, it was not 

to dtslinguiah unleaa clo(*c in, but tlie treea formed a 

jltal guide to the entrunre. Theie is another entrance 

the north stnie through the rwf. About all these 

ids, like those of the Pacific, are surrounded by a 

reef, with piis.-4agm through In various places. 

ng down inshore, two of the islanders came off, 
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on deck for th« lookout, all hands settled down to enjoy 
themselves in the cabin, where it waa warm and com- 
fortable. Green, my first hand, a bif; fellow from Casttne, 
Maine, got out his fiddle, and Ixiing a good performer, 
nriode everything lively for a couple of hours. 

It aJI cumc out that evening, — who my crew were. 
TTiey were, every one of them, skippers of coasting 
Hchooners who had been drafted into the army, and 
having no desire to serve and no wi»h to hire or money 
to pay a substitute, they concluded to gel out of the 
country in a Ix^dy, and stay out until the war was over, 
and so came to Boston, and seeing an opportunity to 
get a Iterlh with nie for live or six months with good 
pay, hod shipped on the " Elizabeth." Although nut 
wishing lo serve in the army, they were brim ftdl of 
patriotism, as will Iw seen later on. Altogether, they 
were a fine set of men, sot>er, industrious, implicitly 
obedient to orders, honest; feeling, each one, a respon- 
sibility to make the trading trip a sucecea. Night or djty 
they were alwavri mtdy for a call, and not a word of 
grumbling. 

The gale moderating, ami witwJ hauling in the right 
qtiurtcr, the " Eliialjelh " soon made Abaco, the most 
uorlliern of the Bahama group, and pacing Green Turtle 
Key ami Abaco Light, we shortly sighted Harbor Island. 

A fine landmark for the entrance on the east side was 
B row of cOL'oanut palnu all inclined one way. A toiigw 
of land overlapping the entranrc to the harbor, it was not 
r:tsy to distinguish unless close in. but the trees formed a 
capital guidn to the entrance. There in another entrance 
on Uw north side through the reef. About all these 
K^fMyce tlioae of the Pacific, are surrounded by a 
^V^wltb pBssagea through in various places. ■ 
^Awn Inshore, two of the islamlent came off, 
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on deck for the lookout, all hands settled down to «njoy 
themselves in the cabin, when; it was warm and com- 
fortable. Green, my first hand, a big fellow from Cafltine, 
Maine, got out hia fiddle, and being a good performer, 
made cwrytliing lively for a couple of hours. 

It all came out that ex-ening, — who my crew were. 
They wcr«, every one of them, skippera of coa<!ting 
itchooneni who had been drafted into the army, and 
liaving no dosirc to serve aiid no wish to hire or money 
to pay a substitute, they concluded to got out of the 
country in a bwly, and stay out until the war was over, 
and Ro came to Boston, and seeing an opportunity to 
get u berth with mc for live or six months with good 
pay, had shipped on the " Elisabeth." Although not 
wishing to serve in the army, they were brim fidl of 
patriotism, as will be eoen later on. Altogether, they 
were a fine set of men, sober, industrious, implicitly 
otxtdicnt to orders, honest; feeling, each one, a renpon- 
sibility to make the trading trip a succees. Night or day 
they were always ready for a call, and not a word of 
grumbling. 

Th« gidc moderating, and wiri<] hauling in the right 
quarter, the " Elizabeth " soon made Abaco, the moat 
nortliern of the Bahama group, and pnMJng Green Turtle 
Key and Abaco Light, we shortly sighted Harbor lalund. 

A fine landmark for the entrance on tlie east aide was 
a row of cocoanut palma all inclined one way. A tongue 
of land overiapping the entrance to the harbor, it was not 
easy to distinguish unless close in, but the trees formed a 
capital guide to the entrance. There is another entrance 
on the north side throujth the reef. About all these 
island*, like those of the PactRc, ore surrounded by a 
coral reef, with passage!* through in various places. 
Running down inshure, two of the isloiHlere came off. 
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one of whom piloted ua safely into the harbor, where we 
dropped anchor and lay o-t though in a mill-poild. 

The Bahama Islands, on tho vorge of tho belt of trade 
winds, have the roast delightful filimnte for a winter 
resort, neither too hot, nor too cold. 

NosHau, on Providence liiland, the onpitiil, has fine 
hotel accommodations for the \Tsilor wishing to escape 
the rigors of a northern winter, and one of the most 
enjoyable trips during hia stay b a visit to tho outlying 
islands and keyit, the inh»l>itant3 of which are of the moHt 
sociable olass, doing everj-thing to make the visitor's 
time pa-Hit pleasantly. They are mostly colored, with a 
large sprinkling of v'hiteti. 

As the sailing on theee trip8 Lt all inside the ke>'8 and 
reefs, the u-iitcr is smooth and there is no fear of Nen- 
sioknesa while passing over reefs, which, aeen through the 
clear water, with their wealth of spongee and sea-fans, 
coral, bright>waving marine foliage and myriads of fish 
of ever)- hue, form a most interesting study for tlie 
student of life beneath the waves. 

Here I was joined by Mr. OeorfEe Deshon. who had 
come out by steamer, ami hwl lieen waiting several days 
for my arrival, and disposing of some of our stock here, 
we ran aroiin<l to a little st>ttlcmont called tho " Current," 
where we made some sales of furniture and provisions, 
sailing thence to Oovenior's Harbor end Rock Sound, 
ports of Kleuthera. 
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on deck for the lookout, all hands aettlcd down lo enjoy 
tliemselvee in the cabin, where it was warm and com- 
fortable. Green, my first h»nd, a big fellow from Costlne, 
Maine, got out his fiddle, and being a good performer, 
made ev-crything li\-ety for a couple of hours. 

It all came out that evening, — who my crew were. 
They were, every one of them, skippere of coasting 
schooners who had been drafted into the army, iind 
having no desire to serve and nu wish to hire or money 
to pay a substitute, they concluded to get out of the 
country in a body, and stay out until the war waa over, 
and so came to Boston, and aeeing an opportunity to 
get a berth with mo for five or six months with good 
pay, bad shipped on the " I'llieabeth." Although not 
wlihing to servo in the army, they were brim full of 
patriotism, as will be seen later on. Altogether, they 
were a fine set of men, sober, industrious, implicitly 
obedient to orders, honest; feeling, each one. u retspon- 
sibility to make the trading trip a sucoeos. Night or day 
they were nlwaj's re^uly for a call, and not a n-onl of 
grumbling. 

TIio gale moderating, and wind huuling in tlie right 
quarter, the " I^liisabeth " soon made Abaeo, the most 
norttiorn of the Bahama group, and passing Green Turtle 
Key and Abaco Light, we shortly sighted Harbor Island. 

A fine landmark for the entrance on the east side was 
a row of cocoanut palms all inclined one way. A tongue 
of land o^'crlapping the entrance to the harbor, it was irat 
easy to distinguiflh unless close in, but the trees formed a 
capital guide to the entranec. Tliore is another entrance 
on the north side through the reef. About all these 
islands, like thoee of the Pacific, are surrounded by a 
coral reef, with pafnages thniugh in various places. 
Running down Inshore, two of the isJandeni t-anw oET 
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the fltiippinx point for piocapples bo th« Kn^ish iniu-ket, 
wu a town of oonaiderable importance. At this time 
there were so utesmcm vngikgcd in the fniit trade, but s 
IxMutiful rIniM of clipper schooners, Clyde biiilt, that 
coDgrcgatnl at Governor's Harliur, watting for their 
cmrg/xts of piiies. Only the augar-loaf pines were carried, 
tha warlet or Spaniab not being no much in favor with 
the Eiigliflh people. Theae pines were carried in the tree 
or ahnib, and handled with great care; shrub, stalk and 
pineapples being shipped as Krowittg. It took a great 
deal more room to ship thcni in this way, but the safe 
carriage of the fruit was insured, and the high price paid 
for pioea in the English market warranted the extra 
expeiiHe. 

Green turtle wore also carried by these fniiters aud 
brought a high price. A large corral was kept by the 
agent, who bought all that was brought in, payins regular 
market rates for them. It was enclosed with stalteii that 
would hold a great number until time for shipment. 
Turtle of other kinds abounded in these waters; among 
them the loggerhead, an immense fellow, sometimes 
weighing from five hundred to six hundred pounds; also 
the hawksbill, a smaller turtle, prized for its shell. Fre- 
quent exeiirdoDs were made to the beaches on the ocean 
^de, on bright moonlight nights, to watch for. and 
capture turtle. Lying still and watching, we would see 
them emerge from the water mid crawl up the beach 
above high-water mark, to lay their eggs, to be hatched 
out by the sun and the warmth of the sand. When well 
up the beach, a rush would be ninde upon them, and 
before they could turn to the water they would be thrown 
upon their backs, making their escape impoMible, as they 
could not turn over on land. Some of the big fellows 
required the united strength of three or four men to turn 
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on deck for the lookout, all hniKU mttled down to enjoy 
themselves in the cabin, where it waa warm and com- 
fortable. Green, iny fiwt hnnd, a big fellow from Castiiie, 
Maine, got out bb fiddle, and being a good performer, 
made everything liwty for a couple of hours. 

It all came out that evening, — who my crew were. 
They wore, every one of them, skippers of coasting 
nchonners who had been drafted into the army, and 
having no desire to serve and no wisli to hire or money 
to pay a substitute, they concluded to get out of the 
country in a body, and stay out until the war was over, 
and so came to Boston, and seeing an opportunity to 
got a berth with me for live or six monttis with good 
pay, had shipped on the " FUizalteth." Although not 
wishing to scr\'C in the army, they wero brim full of 
patriotism, aa will be seen later on. Altogether, they 
nvre a fine set of men, sober, Industrious, implicitly 
obedient to orders, honest; feeling, each one, a rcspon- 
aibiUty to make the trading trip a success. Night or day 
they were always ready for n call, and not a word of 
gnimhling. 

The gale moderating, and wind hauling in the right 
quarter, the " Eliuiheth" soon made Abaco, the moat 
northern of the Bahama group, and passing Green Turtle 
Key and Abaco Light, we shortly sighted Harbor Island. 

A fine landmark for the ontranee on the east side wm 
a row of cocoanut palma all inclined one way. A tongue 
of land overlapping the entrance to the harbor, it was not 
easy to distinguish unless close in, but the trees formed a 
capiud guide to the enlnnoe. There is another entrance 
on the north side through the reef. A)>out all these 
blaiidii. like those of the Pacific, ore surrounded by a 
coral reef, with passages through in various pieces. 
Running down inshore, two of the ialaoden) came oS- 



248 



OCEAN LIFE 



One eveainf; we wen abcntt leaving Boek Sound, wtmv 
our toads bad baen very giMxl m well aa at Goranior's 
Harbor, and all banda went aahon^ I was —^t'Jwg op 
bw i nfiH , inlendtog to aail iq tbe mondng (or a little place 
eaOed tbe " Core." PuUing on boud just oa a coasting 
mhoooBr eame to an ascbor, wc panad ber boat wHb 
the crew puUicfE ashore, and on bailing tbem we learot 
tiiafc afae was from Naaaau. To our ioquirv for oewH of 
the war tbey replied that " that old scouDdrel lincola 
bad been shot." 

Ordviog the boat's bead around for shore aj^ain, we 
luiytinl with them to get parti^uliin, which «re obtained 
witb so much denunciatioa of the administration of 
our government, — President Lincoln and all officials, — 
that the ire of Green and the rest of the crew was roused, 
and tbc]r responded in a manner that brought on a fre»- 
for-all fight. Tbe i^apa fought well, but were no match 
for our boys, and in a very short time they received tbe 
pounding of their lives, aft«r which all our men went on 
board happy, having in their opinion aired their patriot- 
km, and vindicated the honor of the old flag. 

When we arrived at the Cove, Mr. DeJion left for 
Nassau to take the steamer for New York. I went down 
with htm in a small boat, and we had with us the specie 
that wc hnd tnken on the trip. We arri\-ed just in time 
(or me to see him on Iward the steamer before ^he sailed. 
Returning to the schooner, I arranged for tbe sale of 
the remaining portion of the cargo, and putting on shore 
a part, returned to Governor's Harbor witb the balance, 
which was landed, and taking on a small loail of pines, 
we sailed for Boston, where we arrived without mishap, 
faaving been absent three months. The crew having been 
paid o9, left for home, there being now tittle danger 
from the draft. 
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on deck for the lookout, all hands settled down lo enjoy 
tliemselvGA in the cabin, where it was varm and com- 
fortable. Green, my first hnnd, n big fellow from Castine, 
Maine, got out his fiddle, and being a good performer, 
made everything lively for a couple of hours. 

It all came out that evening, — who my crew were. 
They were, every one of them, skippers of coasting 
schooners who had been drafted into the army, and 
having no desire to serve and no wish to hire or money 
to pay a substitute, they concluded to get out of the 
country in a body, and stay out until the war was o\'er, 
and so came to Bastoii, and seeing an opportunity to 
get a berth with mo for five or six months with good 
pay, had shipped on the " Oluibeth." Although not 
wishing to serve in the army, tlicy were brim full of 
patriotism, as will be seen later on. Altogether, tliey 
vere a fine set of men, sober, indttstrious, implicitly 
obedient to urdcra, honest; feeling, each one, a respon- 
sibility to make the trading trip a success. Night or day 
they were always ready for a call, and not a wont of 
gnimbting. 

The gale moderating, and wind hauling in tlic right 
quarter, the "Eliial)eth" soon made Abaco, the most 
northern of the Dahama group, and passinR Green TurtJe 
Key and .'^liaco Light, wp ithortly sighti.il Harbor Island. 

A fine landmark for the entrance on the east side was 
a row of cocoanut palms all inclined one way. A tongue 
of land overlapping the entrance to tJie harbor, it was not 
eas>' to distingulih unless close in, but the trees formed a 
capital guide to the entrance. There is another entrance 
on the north side through the reef. AI)out all these 
islands, like those of the PaciGc. are surrounded by a 
coral reef, with pawagc^ thniiigh tit various places. 
Running down inshore, two of the islandere came oB 
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BUtnd oTt, bidding him good [norning, and adding that he 
was very glad to see him. 

" Am you? " said the captain of the captured vemwl. 
" Wellt It's a d — d sight more that 1 am to see you, 
Uiis morning." 

The men were taken out, a prite crew put on board, 
and the vewtcl with her cargo was sent to a northern port. 
Tlie prise money from these captures was sometbin;; 
eaonnous. ThU Name acting master received ctonie ten 
thousand doUurs ns hi.-< i<hnrc tn .iix months' time, while 
a captain who was formerly my second mate, and wlio 
WA5 in the volunteer n.tval service, was »o fortunate as 
to rei>eive aa hifl share from his prize mone)', upwards of 
eighty thousand dollnn. 

After making a crui»e through the islands and returning 
to Nassau, we found there the ram " Stonewall Jackson," 
built for the Confederates and named for the Coiifoderate 
Oooeral Thomas J. Jackson, nicknamed " Stonewall." 
It Wfts n moat fonni(]al>le-looking craft, anchored out«ide 
the harlKtr. She was, however, too late to do any damage, 
M hut a short time after came the news of the fall of the 
Tonfederaey. The news came like a thunderbolt to 
Naasau and it« nierrhiint.t. All were con6dent the war 
would last for a year and perhaps yeare longer, and 
merchants found a ready market at top prices for their 
goods. The inhabitanta of the Bahamas were literally 
rolling in wealth; the lalwr of the hlaelM oommanditig 
from three to five dollars an hour on night work, and the 
work waa going on night and day. 

Nassau was the hot-bed of sceeasion. and it was ex- 
tremely unhealthy to show sympathy for the North 
wllliin its borders. Orders were sent to England, iimiu 
taken off, and every warehouse was stuffed with goods 
when the news came that the war was overl 
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on deck for the lookout, iill hands settled down to enjoy 
themselves in the cabin, where it was warm and com- 
fortable. Green, my first hand, ft big fellow frotn Castioo, 
Maine, got out his 6ddle, and being a good performer, 
made everything lively for A couple of hours. 

It all came out that evening, — who my prew were. 
Th«y were, every one of them, skippers of coasting 
schooners who had been drafted into the army, and 
having no desiro to serve and no wLsh to hire or money 
to pay a aulxititute. they concluded to get out of the 
country in a body, and stay out until the war was over, 
and so came to Boston, and seeing an opportunity to 
get a berth with me for Hvo or six months with good 
pay, had shipped on the " Elizabeth." Although not 
wishing to serve tti the army, they were brim full of 
patriotism, as will be seen later on. Altogether, they 
were a fine set of men, sober, industrious, implicitly 
olxnlient to ordcra. honest; feeling, each one, a respon- 
sibility to make the trading trip a success. Night or day 
they were always ready for a call, and not a word of 
grumbling. 

The giile moderating, and nind hauling in the right 
quarter, the " (3iEal>etli " soon made Abeoo, the moat 
northern <if the Buhnmn group, and passing Green Turtle 
Key and Abaco light, we shortly sighted Harbor Island. 

A fine landmark for the entrance on the east nido was 
a row of coooanut palms all inclined one way. A tongue 
of land overlapping the entrance tu the harbor, it was not 
eoAy to dbtinguisb unless close in, but the trees formed a 
capitid guide to the entrance. There is another entrance 
on the north side through the reef. .M>out all thesa 
[slanda. like those of tho Pacific, are surrounded by a 
coral reef, with possafi^es thn)Ugh in various plaoca. 
Running down inshore, two of tlie islanden came oS, 
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" M. A." after the incumbGnt'ij numc, while large sunui, 
u with us, are expended in campaign expenses, and to 
induenm votes. Our party, composed of gentlemea 
upon making whose acquaintance I found to be a most 
congenial sot, was well suppUcd with spirited arguments, 
which, with the eatables, were carefully stowed in the 
schooner's hold, to be brought fortli as occjiston demanded, 
and the candidate making the beet showing in this line 
and with good oratorical powers, was the one who generally 
won the prize. 

Our firet stop, after leaving Harbor Island, was at 
Cherry Harbor, a aniall settlement just inaide the keys 
on the island of Abacw. Here we found our rival can- 
didate, who was having things all his own way. Ue had 
addres.?cd hin cunstitiienU, sent out his henchmen, 
counted noaea, and was so firm in the beUcf that he would 
be elected the following day at Cherry Harbor, that he 
hful urdercd a large pig killed to make a big pork pie or 
stow for the votere. 

No sooner was our anchor dropped than a doxen or 
more colored gentlemen boarded us, knowing we had 
on board ihe rival candidate. They were received with 
opoQ arms and told uk about all the prooocdings on 
shore, oj the pig being killed and so forth. They were 
talked to, the spirited arguments were brought forth, 
also the eatables, and in an hour they wont ashore pledged 
to our party and to influence all their friends; in short, 
to invite the whole population to come on board and 
partake of the gooil things, after which the Hon. Mr. 
So and So, the camlidiite, and other distinguished gucsta, 
would address the citijiena of Cherry Harbor on the isauoi 
at stake, and the welfare and proNpcrily of the Bahama 
Islands; also Bimouncing that a dance would be heW 
after tlie speaking, to which ail were invited, and refresh- 
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on deck for the lookout, all bands settled down to enjoy 
themselves m the cabin, where it was warm and voiii- 
fort&ble. Green, my first hand, a big fellow from Caatine, 
Maine, got out his fiddle, and being n good performer, 
made everything lively for a couple of hours. 

It all came out that evening, — who my crew were. 
They were, every one of them, skippers of coasting 
Hchooncns who hud been drafted into the nrwiy, and 
having no desire to serve and no wish to hire or money 
to pay a substitute, they concluded to get out of the 
country in a Imdy, and stay out until the war was over, 
and so came to Boston, and Aceing an opportunity to 
get a berth with me for five or six months with good 
pay, had shipped on the " Elizabeth/' Although not 
wishing to serve in the army, they were brim full of 
patriotldm, 08 will be seen later ou. Altogether, they 
were a fine »ct of men, .solicr, induxtnous, implicitly 
obedient to orders, honest; feeling, each one. a respon- 
sibility to make the trading trip a sucocnut. Night or day 
they were always ready for a call, and not s word of 
grumbling. 

The gale moderating, and wind hauling in the ngbt 
quarter, the " EliEal>cth " soon made Abaco, the moAt 
northern of the Iluhama group, and passing Oreen Turtle 
Key and Abaco Light, wc shortly sighted Harbor litland. 

A fine landmark for the entrance on the east side was 
a row of eoeoanut palni.H all indinecl one way. A tongue 
of land overlapping the entrance to the harbor, it was not 
Buy to diatinguiah unless closo in. but the trees formed a 
capital guide to the entrance. There b another entrance 
on the north side through the reef. About all these 
islands, like those of the Pacific, are surrounded by n 
eoral reef, with pawtsgeM through in various places. 
Running down inshore, two of the islanders cams off, 



252 



OCEAN LIFE 



" M. A." after the incumbent's name, while large aunw, 
aa with its, are expended in campaign experutes, uid to 
influence votes. Our party, composed of gentlemen 
upon making whose anjuaintance I found to be a moet 
cxingcnial set, was well suppUiNl with xpirited argumentj, 
which, with the eatatilee, wete carefully stowed in lbs 
schooner's hold, to be brought forth as occasion demanded, 
and the candidate making the best ahoning in thlt line 
and with good oratoricnl powent, was the one wbo generally 
won the prixe. 

Otir first stop, after leaving Harbor iKlnnd, was at 
Cherry Harbor, a small settlement just inside the kej-s 
on the island of Aboco. Here we found our rival can- 
didate, who was having things all bis own way. He bad 
addressed his eotiatitiient^, sent out his henchmen, 
counted noses, and was so firm in the belief that he would 
bo elecUtl the foUonniig daj' at Clicrry Harbor, that he 
hod ordered n brge pig killed bo make a big pork pie o^_ 
stew for the votei«. ^M 

No sooner was our anchor dropped than a dosen oi^ 
more colored gentlemen boarded ua, knowing we had 
on board the rival candidate. They were received with 
<^»n arms and told us about oU the proceodingR on 
shore, of the pig being killed and so forth. They were 
talked to, the spirited arguments were brought forth, 
also the eatables, and in an hour they wont ashore pledged 
to our party and to influence all their friends; in shor 
to invite the whole population to come on board aa^ 
partake of the good things, after which the Hon. 
80 and So. the candidate, mid other distingiii^hed guc 
would n<ldro8B the citizens of Cherry Harbor on the issue 
at stake, and the welfare and prosperity of t'l T'^iham^ 
Islands; also announcing that a dance wi .^W '*^' 
after the speaking, to which all wereinvit 
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any one. Returning to City Point, we took tlie train for 
Petersburg, and visited the battleliolds, in front of the 
town, where occurred some of the hard&Ht fighting of 
th« war; the crater, of the mine designed by the Union 
forces to uodermine a Confederate fort, and the blowing 
up of the aame, July 30, 1864; the rifle pita and trenches 
where the sharp.'diooters of both ariniea lay entrenched 
almost within a stone's throw of one another, each seeking 
to pick off hia opponent if he exposed himself to fire; 
each and ever>' spot being pointed out by our guide, 
who wax an ex-Confederate ftoldier, and an active parties* 
pant in the struggle before Petersburg. 

Relics of the light were to be picked up on every side, — 
bullets, broken gun-stocks and rnmrods, army buttons, — 
and we could imagine the tide of battle that surged 
around this spot, which now the suu shone down upon 
80 poaoefully and bright, but the most vivid imagining 
would fall far short of the reality. 

Id the evening, at the hotel we listened to thrilling 
storied of the fighting before Petersburg " in the daya 
that tried men's souls," and taking our train the following 
morning for City Point, we bade adieu to tfaeae biatorio 
scenes, feeling well repaid for our visit. 

We matle some very pleasant acquatntonoM at C^ty 
Point, and our time passed quickly in a round of visiting 
and sightseeing, until,*our lading completed, we bade 
good-by to our shore friends, and taking a pilot on board, 
prooeedod down river in tow of a tugboat. Arriving at 
Fortress Monroe, we came to anchor for the night, and 
early next morning, got utider way, and proceeded to 
sea. 

A heavy swell from the soutb'ard and a fall in the 
barometer indicateil a blow from that quarter, but the 
wind being fair, strong west, the " Keystone " was kept 
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due oast to croas the Gulf Stream, and if the ittorm proved 
to be a hurricane, as I suspected bjr the great svell, I 
expected to escape it, or the worst part of it, by pushing 
her ncroea ita path before it reached our latitude. This 
wiu most fortuiiutc, for, M wo learned Inter, a furious 
hurricane, that followed the course of the (iulf Stream, 
swept across our wake twelvi; U) fifteen hours after we 
had pa'«ed, doing ironiciiap damage to shipping c^aught 
in its path, and along the coast; while wc carried our 
fair wind and smootli (tea the entire passa^ to the mouth 
of the River Gironde. not o^'en having occasion to band 
a royal, and making the run in twenty-one days from 
Hampton Roads. 

Thia waa my wife's first ocean experience, barring the 
short run from Kew York to City Point, and there was 
not a day's sicknesa to mar her pleasure, and no rough 
weather. 

Wo entered the river, and having passed the high 
lighthouse of Cortiouan, a pilot came aboard, and wo 
proceeded up-otream and taking a tug a little below the 
city of Bordeaux, and towing p!Ut the tiers of shipping, 
the " Keystone " waa moored but a short distance from 
the banks that rise at quit^r a steep incline from tha 
water. 

I found, on calling upon my consignees, that tobacco 
cargoes were discharged Ringly, and we would have to 
await our tuni, ntthough wc were ready for discharging. 
There were two shipa ahead o( ua. We had thirty-five 
lay days and were obliged to wait. This was bad, but 
there was no help for it. 

The city of Boi-deaux, on the banks of the Glronda 
River, ia the centre of the wine export trade. Many 
American vessels were in port, and quite a number of 
captains had their wivcis or families with them, ninong 
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irhon there n'&.<i frequent visiting, dinner piulies, ridea, 
■hopping and Khore excursions, all of which served to 
pass the time in a most enjoyable manner, maldng it 

fvery ple^aant for the ladies. 

The city ts well laid out, the streets are broad and 

' dean, there are handsome public squares with fountains, 

, and many bcautiftil public huildinga. 

Among the many places of interest which we visited 
was the Basilique St. Andre (Cathedral of St. Andrew), 
a very ancient building erected more than twelve hun- 
dred years ago. It is very quaint and maasivo, and of 
great interest to the Rtudent of architecture. Some 

• years back, in excavating for repairs, the workmen 
bad discovered and unearlhed between two hundred 
and three hundred bodies that had been interred within 
its valls. There was no record of them, or bow long 
they had been btiri«<I, but it must have been ccnlurim; 
yet there was little evidence of decay, save that the 
skin was dark and resembled leather. They had long 
dark hair, and the features of some were almost perfect. 
Wc wore told tliat their preservation was owing lo the 
peculiar nature of the earth in which tl>ey were buried. 
They wore ranged, standing with no glass between them 
and the observer, around a large room, or crypt, under 
one comer of the editioo, and were objects of great curiosity 
to all visitors. 
The cathcolnil was o|>en at all hours, and service almost 

—^ eonatantly going on. 

f Notrtt Dame was another fine old church, —or new 
beside St. Andre, lieing but three hundred years old. 

^ This was the English church, where services were held 

P daily. 

At the upper end o( the city are beautiful gardens, 
facing the river and the ({uui Louis XVIU. On each 
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I whom there waa frequent visiting, dinner parties, ridea, 
ebopping iind shore Gxcureions, all of which served to 
pa»it the time in a mnst enjoyable inivnucr, rnhking it 
I very pleasant fur tbo Udiee. 

The city is well kid out, tlie streets aro broad and 
dean, there are handsome public aquarea with fountains, 
and many beautiful public buildiRgi. 

Among the many pla^ea of interent which wn \fuuted 
was the Basiliquo St. Andre {Cathedral of St. Andrew), 
a very ancient building erected more than twelve hun- 
dred ycara ago. It ia very quaint and massive, and of 
great interest to the atudeiil of arcliitecture. Some 
years back, in excavating for repairs, the workmen 
had discovered and unearthed between two hundred 
and three hundred bodies that had been interred within 
its walls. There was no record of them, or bow long 
they had been buried, but it must bave been centurin; 
yet there was little evidence of decay, save that the 
skin was dark and resembled leather. They bad long 
dark hair, an<l the features of some were almoat perfect. 
We were told that their preservation was owing to the 
peculiar nature of tbe eartb in which they were buried. 
They were ranged, standing with no glass between tlicm 
Bind the obaerver. around a large room, or crypt, under 
ne coniur of the cdiliee, and were objects of great curionty 
:> all viailont. 

The cathedral was open at all houi«, and servic* almost 
tanCly going on. 

ame was another fine old church, — or new 

^Andre, being but ihroc hundred j'CniB old. 

Kngliah church, where servicea were held 
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whom there waa frequent visiting, diniipp parties, ridea, 
shopping and shore excursions, all of which served to 
pa-iKi the time in & most enjoyable manner, making it 
very pleasant for the ladies. 

The city is well I(ud out, the streets are brood and 
clean, there are handsome public squarefl with fountains, 
and many beautiful public building^. 

Among the many places of interest which we visited 
WM the Basilique St. Andre (Cathedral of St. Andrew), 
a very ancient building erected more than twelve hun- 
dred years ago. It is very quaint and massive, and of 
great int«reat to the .itudenl of ar('hit«cture. Some 
yeara back, in excavating for repairs, the workmen 
had discovered and unearliuHl Iietwwn two liundred 
and three hundred bodies that had been interred irithin 
its walls. There was no record of tlicm, or how long 
they had been buried, but it must have been centuries; 
yet there was little evidence of decay, save that the 
Bkin waa dark and resembled leather. They had long 
dark hair, and the features of some were almost perfect. 
We were told that their preservation was owing to the 
peculiar nature of the earth in which they were buried. 
They were ranged, standing with no glass between them 
and the observer, around A large room, or crypt, under 
one corner of the edifice, and were objects of great curiosity 
to all visitors. 

The cathedral wiks open at all houra, and service almost 
Roinj* oti. 

another fine old church, —or new 

ndre, lieirig but throe hundred years old. 

■""Eliflh church, where services were held 

of the city are l>eautiful gardens, 
the Quai Louis Will. On each 
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wbom there was frequent visiting, dinner parties, ridea, 
shopping and shore excursions, all of which served to 
pass the time in a most enjoyable m&aner, making it 
very pleasant for the ladies. 

The city is well laid out, the streets are broad and 
clean, there are handsome public squares with fountains, 
and many beautiful public buildingii. 

Among the many places of interest which we visited 
was the Basilique St. Andre (Cathedral of St. Andrew), 
a very ancient building erected more than twelve hun- 
dred years ago. It is very quaint and massive, and of 
great interest to the student of Archit«cture. Some 
years back, in excavating for repairs, the workmen 
had discovered and unearthed I)etweeii two hundred 
and three hundred bodies that had been interred within 
its walls. There was no record of tlicni, or how long 
they had been buried, but it must have lieen c«nturics; 
yet there was little evidence of decay, save that the 
ekin was dark and resembled leather. They had long 
dark hair, and the features of some were almost perfect. 
We were told that their prcMrvation van owing to the 
peculiar nature of the earth in which they were buried. 
They were ranged, standing with no gla«s between them 
Hri<l the observer, amund a large room, or crypt, under 
One comer of tlie cdific«, and were object* of great curiosity 
to All visitors. 
The cathedral was open at all hours, and service almost 
going on. 
ie was another fine old chureh,— or new 
iiire, Iteiiig but three hundred years old. 
^h church, where scrvicca were held 

of the dty are beautiful gardens, 
:he Quut Louis XVIII. On each 
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wTtom Uiere was frequent visiting, tUnuer portiee, rides, 
shopping luid shore excursions, all of which served to 
pass the time in a most enjoyable manner, making it 
very pleasant for the ladies. 

The city is well laid out, the streets are broad and 
clean, there are handsome public squares with fountains, 
and many beautiful public building. 

Among the many places of int«rE»t whieh we visited 
was tlie Basilique St. Andre (Cathedral of St. Andrew), 
a very ancient building erected more than twelx'e hun- 
dred years ago. It is very quaint and massive, and of 
great interest to the student of architecture. Some 
yean ba«k, in excavating for repairs, the workmen 
had discovered and unearthed Ijctween two hundred 
and three hundred Ixxltoa that had been interred within 
ltd w&lb. There was no record of them, ur how long 
they had been buried, but it must have \nxn centuncs; 
yet there waa little evidence of decay, save that the 
skin was dark and resembled leather. They hn^l long 
dark hair, and the features of some were almost perfect. 
Wo were told that their pnwervitlion was owing to the 
peculiar nature of the earth in which they were buried. 
They were ranged, standing with no glass between them 
and the observer, around a large room, or crypt, under 
one coriter of the edifice, and were objects of great curiosity 
to all visitors. 

The cathodral was open at all hours, and service almost 
^going on. 

\c was another fine old church, — or new 

nin-. I>ciiig but three hundred years old. 

ih church, where services were held 

of the city are beautiful gardens, 
ho Quai Louis XVIII. Un each 
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ing inland back of the Sugar Loaf, and Gloria Hill, with 
its lovely dwellingR and white church where the F^mperor 
Dom Pedro attended divine service with hia family, the 
ranges of hiU» and nioiintoinK in the backgrouud, all 
elothed in luxuriant tropica] foliage, brought fortJt ex- 
clamationj) of rapture, appearing to her, as one writer 
declarcB, " like entering the gate of a tropical paradise." 

We cjime to anchnr off the city below Cobra* Island, 
and after the doctor's visit, obtained permission to go 
ashore, and on landing I met my old broker, Mr. 
Machado, who offered me a charter to go to Bahia to 
loud sugar for Liverpoul, England. The rate was fair, 
the only objection being in the number of lay daj-s 
wanted by the charterers, but after dickering awhile I got 
them reduced to two-thirda the number, when 1 accepted 
and signed the charter-party. 

Our stay now being limited, we wished to take in all 
wo could in the ahort time allotted to ur. 

We uerc nut lung in noting thai difforent streets were 
devoted to each line of goods; for instance, in the Rue de 
Ouvidor (Ciold Street) one finds no class of goodn but 
jewelry, so it wa.1 not hard to find when we desired to 
visit the jewelers' establishmentd, and the same with 
those of the dealers in millinery and dr>' goods. 

After a short »eaaon of shopping and admiring the 
many lieiiutiful things to l>c kcch. we drnvc to the Botan- 
ical Oanlens, justly famed throughout the world, a lovely 
feature of them gunlens being a magnificent straight 
avenue of majeetic palnut. The road to thia botanical 
park is a continuoua garden in it«clf, abounding in every 
variety of tropical fruit, and flowera of rare beauty which 
greet the eye on ever,- side and fill the air with A delicious 
fragruiee. Treea of ever>* description are here seen lo 
all their beauty, white the culture of the tea plant ia an 
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whom there was frequent visiting, dinner parties, ridea, 
shopping and ahore excursions, all of which sen-ed to 
pass the time in a most enjoyable manner, m&king it 
very pleasant for tho ladios. 

The city ia wet! laid out, the streets are hroad and 
clean, there are handsome public squares with fountains, 
and many bcautirul public buildings. 

Amonf; the many places of interest which we visited 
was the BiMiliquo St. Andre (Cathedral of St. Andrew), 
a very ancient building erected more than twelve hun- 
dred yeani ago. It is very quaint and massive, and of 
great interest to the student of architecture. Some 
yeai« back, in excavating for repairs, the workmen 
had discovered and unearthed lietween two hundred 
and three hundred bodies that had been interred within 
its walls. There was no record of tlieni, or how long 
tbey had !>een buried, but it mmt have becit cetiturieit; 
yet there was little evidence of decay, save that the 
ekia was dark and resembled leather. Tliey had long 
dark h^r, and the features of aome were almost perfect. 
Wo were told that their preservation was owing to the 
peculiar nature of the earth in which they were buried. 
Tbey were ranged, standing with no glass between them 
and the obm^rver, around a large room, or crypt, under 
one comer of the edifice, and were objects of great curiosity 
to all visitors. 

The cHthoiIru) was open nt »U hours, and serviot sloUMt 
conatancly going on. 

Notre Dame wan another fine old church, — or new 
betide 8t. Andre, being but throe hundred j-eaia old. 
This was the English church, wtiere serviit^ wen hehl 
daily. 

At the upper end of the city are Iwautiful gnrdena, 
facing the river and the Qua) Louis XVIII. Uii each 
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side of the entrance stand two liigh light-towers, which 
act as a river guide ut night. These gardens are great 
pleasure reports. Public and private fairs and iitai an 
held there, and gamoa of all kinds. In company with 
Othera we visited them many times, always finding 
something interesting and amusing. 

Our visits to the gmat canning establishments, whera 
fiah, flesh and fowl, fruits, and every kind of vegetable, 
were put up in cans for export to every part of the world, 
yrcK most interesting and instructive. The great kitchens 
where everything was prepared, the immense ealdrous and 
eooking apparatus, the canning and sealing department, 
and groat Kturcli<iuso.-«, all cnmc under our inspection, 
and throughout the whole great establishment everything 
vaa doAuUness Itself, — not a speck of dirt or du^t to be 
aeen, — and in after daj-a we relished our stock of canned 
goods much more from ha\'ing witnessed the perfect 
modua ofn'randi. 

We chartered the " Keystone " for Buenos Ayrea, to 
loikd wines iind hquors, and having gut rid of our tobacco, 
we Gommencod our Ia<ling. and in sixty-Sve days from 
entering the port of Bordeaux were again ready for 
aea. 

Alt stores on board, taking a river pilot, we proceeded 
down river in tow of a tug, in company with the barque 
" White Cloud," Captain Ames, w.ho was bound for 
New Orleans. Diachai^ging our pilot at Pauillac, oU 
sail waa made, and with a fine rattling brecte, we were 
soon clear of the Bay of Biscay, and heading south for 
the trade winds; obtaining u fine view of Madeira in 
passing, also the Peak of Teneriffe (Canary Islands), 
towering among the clouds. The wind gradually hauling 
to the east'ard, the trade clouds began to appear hanging 
around the horison, with shoals of flying-fiidij and fields of 
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gulfweed, in that soft, balmy atmosphere inseparable from 
the region of the traclo niods. Night after night we 
remained on deck until nearly the close of the first watch, 
admiring the glor}' of the heavens spangled with stars, 
and resplendent with the vonstcUationa of our northern 
hemisphere, watching them each night sink lower and 
lower in the northern quurtcrj while in the south new 
ones took their places. 

Our crew were quite muelcal, and in addition to fine 
voices, a ntmiljer of them were possessed of several 
instruments, including a violin, flute, an accordion and 
» cornet, their owners being good performers on each. 
The second dog-watch, in good weather, was generally 
devote<i to a concert forward, both vocal and instrumental, 
and frequently it would bo two bells (9 p. m.) before they 
would go bciow. Th«r selections were good, and we 
thoroughly enjoyed their music 

My wife, to whom all this was new, was in love with 
the sea, and up to the present time she had not seen a 
gale or experienced any rough weather. While at Bor- 
deaux I bad the opportunity of buying ii fine upright 
piano at a very low figure. Mrs, Whidden being a good 
performer, I thought it would serve to while away many 
houre that otherwise might be weary for her, and I never 
regretted the purchase. In the roomy after, or ladies', 
cabin there w&a ample space for it, and it made our quar- 
t«rs deddedly homelike. A good Klock of sheet music, 
in addition to iJl the popular sirs of tbo day, with her 
hymns and church mitaic, completed the outfit. The 
purchase of this piano was a good in\'estment aside from 
the pleaaure derived from it. as will l>c seen later. 

The work of the barque went smoothly on, the crew 
being most eflicient, quick to obey orders, quiet and 
respectful, while the offioeta «'ere all that could bt 
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dflrirad. Than wm do ncaaB, or pnSatdtf, but a fiimi 
•tsftdy oouiM of dirapliite, that inmiably commanded 
napMt. Uouiirhil^ we ven npdlj ^iproaehiiig the 
equator. 



CHAPTER XXV 
1867-1868 

rO0R MONTHS AT FEVER- 9T8ICKKN BUEXOS ATREa. — 
THREB UUNDIIED SAIL IN PORT. — THK BOTANICAL OAlt- 
II£NS OF RIO JANEIRO. — A WEIRD NIQHT AT BQTOPOCO 

Crossiso tlie parallel of &* north, the wind Rrowing 
lighter, we finally took leave of the northeast trade winds 
ere we had made a further degree of southing; ending 
them n-ith n Aquall of n-ind and rain acoompanied by 
heavy thunder and vivid lightning, auccc«dc<l by caltna 
and 8ua'd)ine varied by Hqualla of wind and torrential 
rains vhich continued for nojirly a week. In latitude 
1° north, we caught the welcome anutheaat trades, and, 
with a taut bowline crossed the tiue, and sighting Fer- 
nando Norohnn, the " Keystone " ran past Pernambueo. 
Bahia and the Abrolhos Inlands, and Cape Frio, and aa 
we drew south, the wind gradually hauled to the weat'ard 
by the northern ([unrti-r. Bcuutiftd weather still con- 
tinued, the night) glorious with the conatellationa of the 
Bouthero heavens; among many others nightly visible 
in their beauty the " Magellan clouds " and " Southern 
Cross." 

Moonlight on the water. Can Bn>-thing be mora 
beautiful than a ship on the water at night, under the soft 
light of a full moon, in the region of the trade winds? 
There is a fine, steady breeze tilling every sail, with the 
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and fbowing nww-wUte in its beaov, 
each nil sad apar lad rope stuKfiag oat to bold rcficf, 
•od wUIe a portion of tfa« ^up hiddn {nun Hs wmyn 
makes of the wlKtk a perfect pktoi* a< lisbta >ad ahado««, 

tb» afaip ^das aoWaMdy oa; ao aoood, save the strikit^ 
of the boB tbtt Mfii the panog hama of tte iu«bt. and 
an oe ca Ai na l ocdw boa tfaa oSear vi the dedc. 

■aoy >aeh ai|jil* «« remained oa deck liU past the 
^^t^^'^f^* honr when the eccna waa too beaotifal for as 
to haw and go bdow. 

** Land hoi " raog ant oo the monung of the forty- 
wghth day from Bordcasx. and Cape St. Mary, the 
■octhen eape to the entnnce of the Bio de Is I^ta, 
eoaU ia a short time be plainly aeen from the deck. 
Getting chain eablos up and anebocs on the bow, we 
■tood In for Loboe laland. paaMd it and dropping anchor 
off the point of Montevideo, art a lignal for a river 
pilot to take us up the river to Buenoa Ayies. and early 
next mominj; one came one board, bringing a quarter of 
fmb beef and eonw regetablee. which were rery accept- 
able after our voyKge, but at the Mme tin>e he was the 
baarer of news not of a cheerful nature. 

Cholera and >-eUow fever were raging at Bucnoe Ayree, 
hundreds dying daily, with from three hundred to four 
hundred vessels in port. It was almost impoasiblc to get 
labor or lighter?, and tome of them had been there between 
two aikd three months before brcuking bulk. As our 
eargo was one that could only ({o in the Ourtom House 
depo«it«, the outlook for getting away in quick time was 
Dot brilliant. 

For myself I bad do fear; De%'er having been attacked 
by epidemics, 1 oonsidered myaelf Emmttnc. but I trembled 
(or my wife, and Helen's death ^m cholera in Shangltai 
came vividly before me, but there wag Dothiog to do but 
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face the music. I did not let her know my fenni, but 
made light of it as much aa possible. 

Wo uncbored in the outer roatUtciuI. some ten miles 
from the city, among a large fleet of »iiipping, liut so far 
from land that only the spires of tbc city churches could 
be seen through the glass from the barque'ei deck, and it 
seemed, except for the turbid water and the adjacent 
shipping, like being at sea. 

When I went ashore to see my consignees, I found the 
chances of dLschar^ng at an early day were nlight indeed. 
1 also learned that the victims of cholera were largely 
among the nativee and Italian population, no American 
captains or their families having been taken down. Care 
in diet and mode of living aeemed to have a great deal 
to do with the preservation of health. The shipping bad 
been very free from cholera or fever, ao far. 

I engaged rooms and board at my old quarters, Mrs. 
Bradley's, and went back on board the barque, but the 
next morning we took up otir quarters on Urra firma. 
A number of captains' wivee were guests of Mrs. Bradley, 
who, with her three daughteni. made the houi«c very 
plea.'sant and homelike; a good piano with the girls' 
fine voices added much to the pleasure of our utay, and 
a jolly company of captains kept all thought of cholera 
and yellow fever from our minds. If any one gave it a 
thought, he never expressed it. There was, it ts true, 
not 80 much shopping and visiting, or riding into the 
country, as there otherwise would have been, but the 
Iftdiea were not confined indoors, our house having two 
large polios, or enclosures, into which the doors of each 
room opened; so the guests only had to step from tb«r 
rooms into the open air of the patio. Occasional x-istta 
on shipboard, for a few daya or a week, helped to break 
the monotony. 
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Sixty days passed before we could commeoce tb« 
dbcbarging of our cargo, and it was four months from our 
artivaJ ere the last cask was taken on shore, it having 
been impossible to obtain lighten. All our lay days wera 
u.fod up, and wo were a long time on demurrage, but it 
was not enough to pay for the delay. 

But all thinga have an end, and witb thankful bearta 
that no one had been striokeii down witb cholera or fever, 
WD \iovc up our anchors one morning, and said good-by 
to Buenos Avne witb no regrets, and with a fair wind 
t9ok our departure for Rio Janeiro in aearoh of a freigfaL 

Landing our pilot at )Iontc\-itleo, familiarly called 
the " Mount," the " Kej-stone " proceeded to sco. and 
never did blue wat«r and ocf^an breezes seem so grateful 
as after our four months' stay io fever^tiicken Buenoa 
Ayrm. 

Brisk flouth^yriy witidii noon bniught tis in sight of the 
high land at tlie entrance to Riu, with nothing of note 
having occumul after leaving the Mount, 

Rio Janeiro wha fatitiliar to me, but to my wife scenery 
of this kind wan a new experience. The peaks uf thu 
mouDtainii of Gubia and Corcovoda and Sugar Loaf Hill, 
forming the contour of an immense man Ij'ing on his 
back, was a wonder to her, and as we drew in with the 
land, passing the islands of I'ai and Mai, the great bay 
opening before us, entering the narrow passage between 
the high Muff on the right where the guns of Fort Santa 
Cms frowned down upon us, and the Sugar Loaf Hill 
with its high conical peak on the left, the bright sparkling 
waters of the great bay extending inland sixteen miles, 
dotted with beautiful islands and covering upwards of 
fifty square miles of anchorage, her delight was un- 
bounded. 

As we sailed on, the entrance to Botofogo Bay, extend- 
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ing inland bnek of the Sugar Lonf, and Glorin Hill, witli 
iUi lovely dwellings and white church n-here the Kmperor 
OoDi Pedro attended divine servii-.e uiili his fiiinily, the 
ranges of hills and mountajiui in the background, all 
clothed in luxuriant tropical foliage, brought forth ex- 
elamations of rapture, appearing to her, as one writer 
declares, " like entering the gate of a tropical paradise." 

We came to anchor off the dty below Cobras Island, 
and after the doctor's visit, obtained permission to go 
ashore, and on landing I met my old broker, Mr. 
Uachado, who offered me a charter to go to Bahia to 
load Bugar for Liverpool, Kngland. The rate was fair, 
the only objection being in the nunilier of lay days 
wanted by the chartereni, but after dickering awhile I got 
them reduced to twr^thirds the number, when 1 aeccpted 
and signed the charter-party. 

Our stay now being limit«d, wo wished to IaIco io all 
wo could in the abort tim<> allot I<^1 to un. 

We were not long in noting that different slreetA were 
devoted to each line of gooda; for instance, in the Rue de 
Ou^ndor (Gold Street) one finds no class uf goods but 
jewelry, so it was n<>t bard t^> find when we desired to 
visit tbo jewelers' establishments, and the same with 
those of the dealers in millincrj" nml dry gnocht, 

After a short season of shopping and wimiring the 
many beautiful things to be seen, wo drove to the Botan- 
ical Gardens, justly famed throughout the world, a lo\-ely 
feature of thefte gunlons being a magiiifircnt straight 
avenue of majestic patms. The road to this botanical 
park i.i a continuous ganlen in iUelf, abounding in every 
variety of tropical fruit, and flowers of rare beauty which 
greet the eye on ever^- side and fill the air with a delicious 
fragrance. Trees of ever)' description are here seen in 
all their beauty, while the culture of tbo tea plant is as 
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ing inlanii baok of the Sugar Loaf, nnd Gloria Hill, with 
its lovely dwelling!! and vrtute churcb where the Emperor 
Dom Pedro attended divine service with hii< family, the 
ranges of hillu iind moiintaina in the background, all 
clothed in luxuriant tropical foliage, brought forth ex< 
clamatioiis of rapture, uppoaring to her, as one writer 
declares, "like entering the gate of a tropical paradise." 

Wc came to anchor off the city below Cobras Island, 
nTid aft^r the doctnr'3 visit, obtained permission to go 
ashore, and on landing I met my old broker, Mr. 
lilachado, who offered me a eharter to go to Bahia to 
load sugar for Liverpool, England. The rate was fair, 
the only objection being in llie number of lay days 
wanted by the charterers, but after dickering awhile I got 
them reduced to two-thirds the number, when I accepted 
and signed the charter-party. 

Our stay now being limited, we wished to take in all 
wc could in the short time allotted to us. 

Wc were not long in noting that different stre«ta w«« 
devoted to each line of goods; for inetaneo, in the Rue de 
Ouvidor (Gold Street) one lindii no cla^ of gtxids but 
jewelry, so it was not bant to find when u'c dcfircd la 
visit the jewelers' establishments, and the same with 
those of the dealcra in milliner}' and drj' goods. 

After 3 short aeaaon of chopping am) ailmiring the 
many l^eautiful things to bo seen, wo drove to the Botan- 
ical (iardens, justly famed throughout the worki, a lovely 
feature of these gardens being a magniRcent straight 
avenue of majestic palm.s. The road to thb botanical 
park is a continuous garden in itself, abounding in every 
variety of tropical fruit, and floweni of rare l>eauty which 
greet the eye on every side and fill the air with a delicious 
fragrance. Trees of every description arc hero seen in 
all their beauty, while the culture of the tea plant is aa 
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wardB, but nt tbe time fraught with terror to Mra. 
Whidden. 

These hoteb were always well filled with guest« both 
transient and pGrmaDent. 

We engaged a room for a night without going to it, 
and strolled out sightaocing. 

As the sun sank, the short twilight deepened into 
night, the gtara appeared, lights twinkled from tbe 
cottages, the evening breeze swept, cool, acro88 the 
bay, while soft, delicious music, low and sweet, from tbe 
band at one of the hot«iR, wa.s wafted to our ears, indudng 
a dreamy, restful foeling. From a cottage on the hilt 
we listened to sweet voioes mingling in a love »ong, 
accompanied by the music of harp or guitar. Numerous 
pleasure yachts were filled with a gay throng enjoying 
an evening on the water; their songs and laughter mingled 
with strains of ma'sjc could be distinctly heard, homo 
OD the evening breeze. From hchind the crc:<t of Sugar 
Loaf tbe moon appeared, Hooding tbe entire bay with 
a sheen of silver, comploting u picture of exquisite beauty. 

As the evening waned we sought our hotel, tjred, but 
having paned a mo«t enjoyable day, and after partaking 
of a light supper, we were shown to our apartment. 
The sleeping- rooms, containing four-poster l>cds with 
enormous canopies overhead, were on each side of the 
entrance to a large, roomy sitting-room nt the did of a 
long, gloomy hati or passage at the rear end of the house, 
and evidently little used. Three windows in the sitting- 
room, extending nearly to U»e floor on one aide, looked out 
upon the grounds. Palms, an<l other trees came close 
to the windows, their branches brushing the screens 
as thoy waved in tbe night air. A massive, round 
mahogany table occupied the centre of the room, alwva 
which hung the gas chandelier. Dark mahogany and 
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•bonr t f U w itm B, vith aa wifqirtwl floor Msrir bUck, 
and hi^tlr pafiihed, gkTo to tha winwrnfl ag a l^oomy, 
mmbn ippeu^nee, — wUeb wi* Dot impcored 
El^ttiig Dp, the gaa beiBg ao poor as 0BI7 to nader 
darkaen laora visiUe, — and aa oacanajr took to 
raxD, prodod&g « oxat iliiMiiiiin, effect, equal to A 
aii^taure, oQtbefeeiin^of RnanrooipHioiL Ailfaoo^j 
■Mi indJMd to aemmatm mjvelf, mjr wife vraa, to ttia^ 
extrnne. A stifbt sUnn «o<dd cawe bcr to jump and 
scream, while roteei at ugfal, aBara»mt«d for, would 
keep ber aw&ke imapning tluB9> UDiiJ she bad worked' 
benelf into a lUte of ab«olute terror. 

With nothing to read, and not csring to attetnpt 
writjog in the poor light, we sat talking of what we bad 
•een during the dftv, but I could see my wife took little 
interest in the con\'ersation, ber e>'e waDdering to the 
dark reocaacs of the room and starting at the graxing of 
the screeoa by the branchea of ihe treee. until finding it 
wai becoming irkaoine. we gave it up and retired. 

Being vety ttred, I quiekly dropped into a doie, but 
not for long. I felt a dight ehnkc and a low whisper in 
my ear: 

" Tbere'a aome one in the room, John. Don't you hear J 
them? " 

Raising my head, I listened. Yes. In a moment I 
beard a noiae as of some one moving lightly across the 
floor. The fiK-t of having a considerable sum of money 
with me, which I hod been too late to deposit, perhaps 
mndc me more nervous. Whispering to my wife to keep, 
quiot, and reaching for h revolver untler my pillow, I 
struck » light, and walked softly into the large room. 
All was quiet. No appearanoc of any iatruder; the noiae 
bavlog oeased with the scratching of the match. SotJafy* 
Ing myself that there was oo eause for alarm, I assured 
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my wife that her fears were groundless, and sank into an 
uneasy slumber, only to be awakened by a pinch and a 
tremulous whisper: 

" There's certainly some one in that room, John. I 
can hear them plainly." 

Again I listened. Yes, I could plainly hear some one 
creeping across the room, and a ruatling nobe as though 
the windows were being tampered witli, — wliich, by the 
way, were all open. 

Again, pistol in one hand, and a match in the other, 
I crept to the chandelier and turned on the light, at the 
same time glancing keenly around the room. Still there 
wai nothing disturbed; the nowe had cea.ied, and for 
this I could not account. Examining the windows, also 
the other sleeping-room carefully, and finding all right, 
I began to wonder, although not a believer in ghosts or 
the supernatural, if the chamber was haunted. Leaving 
the gut burning at my wife's suggestion, I lay awako 
awhile, and hearing nothing further, was just toeing myself, 
when a horrified whi.sper in my ear brought my eyes again 
wide open. 

" Look overhca^l nt tlie canopy. Isn't it much lower? " 

I knew this was the echo of one of the tales of child- 
hood's days about some one being smothered in a tavern 
by having the canopy lowered upon him while he slept, 
but seeing my poor wife was almost wild with nervous 
fright, I reasoned with her that there waa no occasion 
for her nervousnem. and having as I thought calmed her, 
dropped again into slumber, when a hand was placed over 
my mouth and a hoarse whiupcr sounded in my ear: 

" Look at the light. It is being lowered; hear the 
creeping! " 

Yes. it was so, and nearly out. I dashed into the 
outer room, nearly treading on a huge rat that scurried 
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across the floor. All was quiet, Aod lighting; s candle 
and looking at my watch, I found it was just one o'dock. 

Suddenly the whole situation dawned upon me. There 
had been a miniHterial dinner at the hotel that night, and 
everybody was up very late. This I had known, but 
had forgotten, and being in a remote part of the bou.se, 
had heard nothing of it. The gas was just being turned 
off at the meter for the night. The remains of our luncheon 
on the table was an attraction for the rata and mice, 
while the noises were occasioned by tJteir seampering over 
the polished floor. I explained all, and laughed it off, 
or tried to, but the tension had been too (treat; no more 
sleep visited her eyes and she arose with the firat peep of 
day. 

Coming from my room an hour Inter, I found her at- 
the window drinking in the pure morning air. 

The room presented a different appearance in the 
momint; light from that formed in the darkness by her 
heated imagination, being a large, cool apartment with 
a moat beautiful outlook. 

A morning stroll, in the pure, bracing atmosphere by 
the bay, after our coffee, and a good breakfast at the 
hotel, served to dissipate the remembrance of the previous 
eight, and we both thoroughly enjoyed our drive bock 
to Bio. 




CHAPTER XXVI 

1868 



l&AHU. — OUB LADT OF BOH PIU.^DI.VNER PARTIES ON 
SHIPBOARD. — CAPE CLCAR UOHT. — UVKBPOOL 

Aftrr clearing ftt the Custom House, and a Inst shop* 
ping tour, we said good-by to our broker Machodo, who 
kiadly presented my wife, as a souvenir of her visit to 
fijo, u fine large book of photographic views in and about 
Bthe city; a present she appreciated very highly, and 
"from which a number of pictures are taken to illustrate 
this volume. 

Early the following morning we went on l>oard and 
took our departure in tow of a tug. Outride the islanils 
lail was made, fasts ca.tt off, and we were on our way 
Bahia. Sighting the light at the entrance of the bay, 
on the morning of the tiixth day out, we soon let go the 
anchor in front of the city. The harbor looked almost 
deaert«d, there were w few sail in port, vit., two English 
ships, three barques, an American brigantine, six or 
eight coasting tchooners and two steamers. 

Bahia, the second city in size in Braxil , has a population 

of about one hundred and seventy thousand. The harbor 

Is spaeious, the bay extending inland six or seven miles. 

Itn industries are represented by several manufactories 

a shipyard. Ila chief exporta are cotton, tobooco, 

-ugar. It is divided into two districts, called the 

m 
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tMte in 
vtcij knd of 

, vvjra free* uw 

ladspled 

10 tiw cEmAte. «Ueb M. ftt tinn, wy hoc IVstreeu 
leadiac to the upper Ion ue tot itocp i^ madiag, 
•ad, baiag ■nootb eooemc. mie Toyififindt tocfimbfor 
thaw Dot >e «Mte me J to them, bat the dbUw do noL 
MMD to mhid. It it ewtoanrr to ride op or down, or 
nther to be carried m oedomf or ■edio rtofnr. borne oo 
tbe •boolden of two or four portets, m the wei^t may be. 
U b eaitainir a Bnefa nore eaolo tta bl e node of tnunt, 
Mped^y tor laifiea, than attempt i a g to risk a tunUe bjr 
walldng. 

The lower towa at the foot of the high hiDs is devoted 
to the budoeBB utcnsts. 

VTith the exeeption of a vLut to the eosjr borne of 
Ur. Rogen, our xhip^sndlcr. who irith hu charming 
daughter entertained U3, we stayed on board ship while 
in port, where it wae more comfortable. 

Od shore the heat was exceaaive. Duriog our Btay 
with Mr. Rogers, our host ami I daily went down town 
to attend to biuinftts. while my wife was shown all the 
ptacoi of intoroat in the upper town, including drives to 
the English cemetery and out in the countr)'. ^the 
churchei, beautiful residences, parks, etc 

At the expiration of a week, we bade adieu to our kind 
host and hoftcsa, extending to them a conlial invitBtion 
todin^ with uaon hoard the " Keystone," — an invitntioa 
which wof as heartily accepted, and one of the most 
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[feasant occasions while in port was that of the visit to 
our cozy quarters on the barque of Mr. Rogers and his 
daughter. 

At the head of the hay stands the noted ehurch of Our 
Lady of Bom Fira, very old, and held in ((reat veneration. 
It wM snid tu Ix; a perfect museum in the number and 
diversity of the oSeringa that had been made to Our 
Lady on account of miraculous cures from all sorts of 
diseases, wonderful escapes from storms and shipwreck 
at 9ca and dangers of every kind, all attributed to the 
intercesidon of Our (iood Lady at just the right raomeut. 

Hearing so much rcganliiig the phenomenon naturally 
increased our desire to become further acquainted with 
it, and my wife and another lady, tlie wife of the captain 
of an English barque, becoming interested, an excursion 
was planned to make it a vi.tit by water, using the ship's 
boats, which were provided witli awnings uis a protection 
from the aun's raj-a. Anticipating an all day's stay, wo 
had liberal luncheons put up for a party of seven in 
addition to our boats' crews, and set out quite esriy to 
avoid the heat as much as possible, with two lioats, 
having on board: Captain Stone of the English barquo, 
bia wife and two children, Captain Hopkins of the brig 
" Trial." Mrs. Whidden and myself. 

A pull of six miles brought us to a shingly beach 
but a short distance from the church, which stood on a 
point of land which afforded a liuo view down tbo bay. 
We walked up from the landing. 

At the entrance an old monk accosted us, and on 
learning our errand, calle4l another to escort ua and show 
us over the church and all contained tberrin. It was 
not a pretentious edifice, bung very pUin both outside 
and in, although substantially built of stone. A monastery 
adjoined, and aen'iovs were continually going on. The 
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most interacting thing was the quaint character anc 
number of the offerings presented to Our Lady. 

Accompanying each ^ft waa an accurate, written 
account of the circumstancee and conditions attending 
it. Thifi waa in fulSIIment of a vow made at the time of 
sickness or danger. 

In addition to jewelry of all kinds, testifying to the 
gratitude of the givers, there were crutches without 
number, and the mainsail of a brig. The aceount stated 
that it belonged to a vcssol that in a great storm at sea 
was in Imminent dunger, and the crew made a solemn 
vow to dedicate the mainsail of the brig to Our Lady of 
Bora FSm, if she would intercede and save them. They 
were saved, and on their arrival in port, in fulfillment 
of their vow they marched in solemn procession to the 
church, carrying the mainsail with them. There it hung, 
conspicuous among the many other ofTerings of every 
kind and deecription: children's toys, clothing, and 
p1a>'thingB from mothers, while in the rightly named 
" Chamber of Horrors " were models of limbs in every 
stage of different diseases that " flesh is heir to," from 
those who had been cured, with a full account of the 
dreiUDStances. 

The monks wore very kind and courteous in showing 
and explaining to us everytliing that was interesting, 
nnd having seen nil we cared to in a stay of between two 
and three houri<, we bade them tulieu, and sitting under 
iho shade of a large spreading tree at some little distance 
from the church, we enjoyed our luncheon; after which 
we took up our march to the boats, and, finding the men 
awaiting our coming, embarked on our return trip. 

The boats' crews leisurely pulled down the bay; the 
cool breeisc swept aeroa? the water, and we watched the 
sun sink in its western quarter, and saw the shadows 
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daipen and the atara appear, ere we reached borne, well 
(deaBed with our outing to the church of Our Lady of 
Bom Fioi. 

At Buhia, also, there v/as great delay in loading. 
Uncertain whether it should l>e cotton or sugar, my 
consignee;} took advantage of luy lay diiys to obtain 
advioai, and every one waa used up ere our lading was 
compli!ted, and I congnitulutcd myself that I bad insitftcil 
on a third l>eing abated from the charter-party. As it 
was, there waa no use fretting, other v'essels being delayed 
in like manner, and we tried to take it philosophically. 

In the circle of acquaintances we had formed, social 
gatherings were frequent, and dinner parties were given 
by one and another mptiiin to the others and their families. 
In connection with one of these a very funny incident 
occurred one day on board the American brig. 

Captain Hopkins — whose cabin was small, though 
his heart was as large aa any one's — resolved, not- 
willistaiiding his limited quarters, to give a dinner party 
on board the " Trial," in acknowledgment of bia numerous 
invitations. 

The brig, though having small acoommodatjona below, 
bad ample room on top of the cabin, the deck extending 
from side to side, with railing and rockpit aft, into which 
the after-cabin gangway opened; the slide of aaid com- 
panionway being level with the housetop on deck. On 
the top of the cjibin, under the awnings, ho would set his 
tables, with ample space to accommodate ail his guests. 

This settled, the Captain sent out bis invitations and 
made preparations for a spread. He was a gentral 
favorite, welt along in years, being upwards of sixty, — 
a small man, having a quaint, seamed, whiskerloss faoc, 
hair ^ well, hero was the captain's trouble; nothing 
BO annoyed him m tbc thought of batdoeBs. What hair 
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he had waa thin and of a grxytsb color, that which th« 
EaglishmSD designated as " mouldy." He had used all 
Borta of hair tonics, all to no purpose, but was now on a 
new tack. Some one had told him kerosene oil, well 
rubbed in, was the best thing for the hair, and would 
cause » hejUthy growth when everj-thing else failed. 
He had finn faith in thia, and applied it liberally several 
timeH a day, going around with his bead listening, and 
an odor dbtilling from him like a Pennsylvania oil 
derrick. 

On the day of the party, bis gitests bad arrived on 
board, one or two fr<im shore in addition to the captains 
and their wives, and all were dispenwd under the awn- 
Inge, enjoying thcniHclves, and awaiting the serving of 
dinner. 

Captain Hopkins had gone below, presumably to put 
a few finishing touches to his appearance, and brush 
ttp hii« locks with a small application of his favorite , 
kerosene. As he waa alone in the cabin, no one knew | 
just how it happened, but suddenly, every one wssl 
starlled by a yell, and the next instant the head of old 
Hopkins appeared above the companionway. blazing 
like a fpant candle! The ladies screamed, while one or 
two captains caught up buckets, and dipping up salt water 
over the brig's side, deluged the captiiin's head, extin- 
guishing him in a moment, but leaving him as bald as | 
an egg, although beyond a few blisters, he was not 
seriouHly hurt. 

Few of those on board will ever forget his appearance 
as he emerged from the cabin resembling an animated 
torch. 

The excitement over. Captain Hopkins made light of 
it, although it came near maldng light of him. He insisted 
on dinner being served as arranged, and going below, 
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changed bis apparel, but it is safe to say be did not 
monkey witb &ny more kerosene experiments. 

The occasion was a pronounced success, and a more 
jolly party never t;at down together, aud when the 
dinner waa over, cigars were lighted, while the ladies 
enjoyed a social chat. This woa our last dinner party, 
and one of the most pleasant. Ciiptain Hopkins explained, 
in answer to inqutrieo, that he had lit a lamp, and in doing 
so bad brought the lighted match in contact, some way, 
with his head, and the result that we hod witnessed 
followed. 

A few daya after, we hade ndieii to our many friendfl, 
and witb anchors at the bow, and all canvas spread to 
ft favoring breeze, we sailed from the harbor of Bahia, 
bound for Li\'erpool, England. 

We rrossed the equator and sailed through the trades, 
followed by a spell of light pleasant weather with variable 
winds, when taking a fine westerly, which carried lis to 
Cape Clear, we made the light, a welcome aight, about 
two o'clock in the morning, the entire passage having 
been without incident of note. 

Passing Queenstown, we picked up a pilot off Holy- 
head the following morning «nrly. 

Sailing craft and steamers were now all around us, 
presenting a most animated ai^warancc, while old Holy- 
head stood out boldly in the morning light. Round the 
Skerries into the Irish Sea and past Point Lynas, we 
were hailed by the captain of a towboat, and engaging 
him after some dickering as to his charges, to tow the 
" Keystone " to Liverpool and dock her, we passed the 
hawser, and were soon spinning along at a li\'ely clip, 
while soils were elewed up and furled for the last time 
this voyage, Jack working like a beaver, for Liverpool, 
his earthly paradise, was almost within touch. 
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A few boun more, and be would step on shore, s fne 
BUD, witfa ft good f»t roll of Bank of Enf^snd noln. or 
golden sovereisna to speod in having a good time, for 
nearly fifteen months' pay waa due him, and with that 
amount in his pocket in Liverpool, be would not la^rk for 
blHidii, at Ii>A.«t until he was again outward bound. 

Ooming to aocbor in the stream to wait for the tide, 
all was made ready for doekJng. At high water, our 
tugboat took us in tow, and entering the basin, we were 
warped through the gat«it into tlie Georgeo Dock, where 
tba " Keystone " was placed in berth for discharging ber 
eargoi. Ekiga^ng the stevedore, Hr. Robert I^i-egrove, 
and conaigning the barque to Messrs. Wm. Killey & Co., 
we took up our quarters at a boaiding-houM in St. Paul's 
Square, where two or throe American captains, with their 
wives and families, were stopping. This we con.<iidered 
more pleasant than a hot«l. Our hostess, Mrs. Love- 
grove, tho wife of our stc^'odorc, was a most chnrming 
woman, bright and sunny in dixpoiution, doing everything 
for tho eomfort of her guests, and with pleasant rooms, 
a cosy parlor and dining-room, a good table, and genial 
company, there was nothing loft to bo desired, and wo 
net iJed down for a pleasant stay of a month or six weeks, 
for there were no freights in the market for a home port. 

After telling Messra. Killey & Co. to look out for a 
ohartor for the barque, tboro was nothing to do except 
to wait. 

Tho time having expired that my crew shipped for, 
the American consul obliged me to pay them off, which 
involved throe months' extra pay per man. It being in 
a foreign port, added about a thousand dollars to my pay- 
roll. The men were not desirous of being paid off until 
we arrive<l home, but the consul insisted, and I could only 
comply. Nearly all reshippcd. The first officer leaving to 
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get married, the second officer, Mr. Lovett, remftined by 
the barque, taking bia place. The cook and steward also 
reshipped for the next voyage, when we were agun 
ready for sea. 



CHAPTER XX^'^ 
1868-1869 




LITERrOOU — 8P7ROEON' ASD UTBTLS STBEET CBAPEL. — 
AS IIUSU f ACXTJNG • CAR. — CAfTAIXB' WTTXB AT 5SA 

OtTB stay in Lit-erpool was very pleasant, taldng la 
all the places of interest. Aerosa the Riixr Meney is 
Birlcpnhcad, in Wales, with its beautiful park, vhich weQ | 
repaid ua for a visit. 

A most deti);htful drive on a pleasant day was to Cbid- 
wcll Abl»y, Bornc t^Toty miles di.itant from Liverpool, 
taldtifi in the old town of Hale, where a visit to the old 
churchyard vraa found very intercstjng. Among the 
graven, covered by a slab of ntone, we read a very curious 
inaeription. It began with, " Here lies John the Child of 
Bale, who was nine feet dght inches tall." Then followed 
hia dimcnsioiui. of limlx!, also stating that he was a 
publican, that is, be kept a public bouse or tavern in 
the town, and died at Uie age of forty-six years. Uy 
wife took off the inscription verbatim, but it bos been, 
unfortunately, lost. 

All the drives around Liverpool into the country ws 
found Riont charming, and the ladies nttrc alw.t>-»i planning 
BOme excursion, accompanied by our hostesa. who entered 
into all their plans. Her ser\'3Dts were competent aodf 
reliable, ao that xhe could do this without neglecting her ' 
bousohold duties, sod having a knowledge of the most 



LRERPOOL 



2&3 



iDt«re3ting places, she was invaluable to her guests. Two 
or three evenings at concerts and the opera about covered 
the ext«iit of our evening dissipation. The ladies, l»eing 
fine niuaicians and posseascd of good voices, could furnish 
such delightful music for impromptu concerts, the games 
and entertaining callers, of whom we bad many, assisted 
so materially in making the coxy parlor; attractive, 
that no one seemed desirous of going outside the house 
for amusement. 

One evening, having had tickets of admission sent 
us, we went to the Myrtle Street Cliapd, Rev. Hugh 
Stowcll Brown, pastor, to hear the Rev. Charles H. 
Spurgeon, who preached a sermon in aid of the school 
then being built for hi.t boys. As well as my wife, I had 
a great desire to hear tho world-renowned preacher. 
Wc went early and obtained fine seats but « short distance 
from the pulpit. The church wft.s crowded to excess, 
and uncomfortable from lack of ventilation, but I would 
not have missed tlio opportunity. 

When Mr. Spurgeon entered the pulpit I felt rather 
disappointed. To me he di<l not have n clerical appear- 
ance. Me was short and thick set. had a large, full face, 
and looked tho typical, jolly Engliahmnii. He glanced 
around the audience a moment, then commenced 
speaking, taking the unbelieving Thomaa oh hia text. 
and after a few words, all thought of the clerg>'man'a 
appearance had vanislicd. You recognixed the fact that 
you were listening to the utterances of a master mind 
pleading the Master's eatisc. What impassioned language, 
driving home truths straight to the hearts of bis bearersl 
How the nudiennc bung upon his wonbt, aa be drew a 
picture of the youth growing up without care or a bomev 
cooatAiitly subject^^ to evil communications and sin, 
and aaked all t« come forward and aid in rescuing him 
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from moriU degradation, and by placing him iinilor good 
influences and teaching, to help prepare him for an upright 
Chrialian life, sod to become a useful member of gocietyl 

He spoke for over an hour, but there was rapt attention. 
Dot the least sign of wcuinen. 

Throughout the sermon I personalty comprehended 
the magnetism of the man. I have hcartl him many timea 
since, but be baa never impressed me more than when I 
listened to him at the Myrtle Street Chapel. 

The " Keystone " having finished discharging, Messrs. 
Wm. Killcy & Co. offered mc a round cli.-ir1or to take a 
carf^ of salt out to Chitta^ng, British Biirmah, situated 
at the bead of the Bay of Bengal, with a return cargo of 
rioe from Akyab to Falmouth for oniers, telling nie they 
considered it the bctit charter ofTored, and one that they 
had taken for one of their own ships lying at Bombay, 
and she would have to wait three months for it. As the 
rates were very good, I thought best to accept it, and 
taking in our outward salt cargo, we were very quickly 
again ready for sea. 

As I was going aboard one day at the docks, a fellow 
having two dogs to sell accosted me alongside the barque, 
and importuned mc to buy. One was a full-blooded 
Newfoundland, but a mere puppy, playful as a kitten, 
the other was a rvlriovcr, al«o very small, botJi tJiorough- 
breds. 

Striking a bargain, t had thorn placed on board, telling 
the serond mate to have the carpenter knock up a house 
for them and to feed them daily, and soon Jube and 
Pincher, as they were named, Itecame great favorites 
on board, both fore and aft. 

Stores ha\'ing lieen taken on, and new crew shipped, 
including ncariy all my old hands, good-byg were said to 
all our friends, and we again embarlced. 
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Hauling iuto the basin, with towboat ahead, we shot 
through the pier heads into the Mersey, the crowd on the 
pior to see us off giving a ringing choer, which was heartily 
responded to by our men, and soon old Liverpool was 
■gain over our taffrail. 

We passed the Rock IJght, N. W. Lightship, Point 
Lynas, and hod reached Holyhead ere the hawser waa 
cast off, and our ahore connection, with the leaving of 
our pilot, was severed. 

The illustration shows the ship " Importer," Captain 
George T. Averj', passing Rock Light, bound in. She 
registered 1,400 tons, was built at Newburyport, Maas., 
especially for the Calcutta trade, and made many profit- 
able voyages, paying for hereelf in leas tbau four yettn. 
She was in later years sold to the Germans, and, altered 
to Ik barque rig, sulletl under the German flag. 

Being up with Tuskar Light, the following afternoon, 
the weather looking verj' thi-eatening, with a rapidly 
fulling barometer, we bore up and ran into W&terfonl 
Harbor, coming to anchor between Passage and Batly- 
hack. Before midnight it waa blowing u Iremendoua 
gale, and I congratulated myself that we were in a good, 
safe harbor, with our anchors down, for ouUidc we would 
have been obligeit to heave to, and would proUibly have 
drifted or have been driven out of the North Channel, 
as the gale loxtod without any abatement for nearly a 
week, to say nothing of the dangers o( collision. So 
many vessels congregated together in a very limited 
space were more to be feared in blowing, thick weather, 
than anything else in the St. George's or the English 
Channel. 

Going on shore at Passage the next day, and climlMng 
the hill that affords a fine view seaward, we could see, 
with tlie glass, numerous ships, barquea, and brigs, all 
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under a mm ng of canvaa, and buffeting the big ww, 
evidently msUng bard weather of it. The sky overhead 
was bright and clear, but the force of the wind was 
terrific. 

We alito improved the opportunity of visiting Water* 
ford, and landing ut Ballyliack with our own boat, and 
taking the steamer for the eity, we arriveiJ inside an 
bour'ti time. 

After a good dinner at the hotel, I engaged an Irinh 
jaunting-car, in which to ride nruund to see the city 
generally. This was a novel experience to my wife as 
well as myself. Tlic pamengcrs sit back to back, with 
their legs hanf;inK over the sides of the vehicle, and until 
you gel iiccustomed to it. there is a feding as if you were 
going to fall off over the wheels, especially when roundinK 
a corner at a fiigh rat« of speed; every one holding ou 
for dear life, for these Irish Johus do not spare the horse, 
being bound to give you your money's worth. After a 
while the pace becomes exhilarating, »nd you do not 
mind hia driving. We certainly thoroughly enjoyed it. 

Waterford is a thriving Irish city, prettily laid out, 
with many line public building and private reaidence.% 
good TomU, and a pnpidation of upwards of twenty thou- 
sand. The countrj' around produces f^at quantities of 
butter and cheese, so that Waterford has a large export 
trade of dairy products. 

Sunday morning at daylight, with beautiful weather 
and a fair wind, our anchor was hove up. all sail made, 
and bidding adieu to old Ireland, we passed out into St. 
Qeorge'a Channel. 

Fortune now seemed to favor us. The wind continued 
fresh and fair, sometimes increasing to double-reef gales, 
until we crossed the parallel of 30" north, and again 
greeted our old friends, the trade winds. 
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About thin time, my wife expressed » wish to leiirn 
navigation. Sh« had always taken the time from the 
chronometer for my morning aighta, and was much 
interested in the day's work, and pricking off the barque's 
position on the chart daily. She had always kept her 
private joumal, noting down each day's special events 
aa they occurre<i, descriptions of all places visited, pen^uns 
that she met and their characteristics. At the time of 
writing these pages, it would have been specially valuable 
as a book of reference, had it not l)ccn unfortunately 
mislaid or lost. 

Taking hold of the study of navigation in good earnest, 
she became quite proficient. She could take a sight and 
work it out as well as myself, and find the position on 
the chart n-ithout assiatanoe. All this kept her mind 
employed, and with sewing, embroidery, fancy-work, 
rending and music, her time was well taken up. and sho 
had very few idle moments. 

This was the most enjoyable period of my sea experi- 
ence. 

Again we had the glorious nights on dock, as the 
" Keystone " sailed silently on under Uie »oft rays of 
a tropical moon. All my old raumeians bad resliippod, 
and again in the evenings the strains of muiuc, with song, 
came to our ears from forward. 

I'he work of the ship went daily on, without friction. 
Mr. Lovett, former second officer, proved himself as 
efficient a first officer as Mr. NclsDn, my former mate. 

I^t me here say a word as to the advisability of a 
captain taking his wife to sea with him. 

A captain's position on shipboard at sea Is a peculiar 
one. He is something like (he mainspring of a wateh. 
If that is all right, the works will do their duty, and all 
ifl well, but let the mainspring break, or anj'thiag happen 
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to it, and ererytihuig goes wrong, or stops. So the c^itun, 
as tbe mainspring, in order to keep perfect diftdptine, 
wbioh is so eesential to a well-regulated ahip, muat first 
di.<iriplin« lunuwlf. He h thrown on his own resources. 
All on board, except himself, have companions; the erew 
have each other to talk with and confide their feelings to; 
the oook and steward fraternize; the first and second 
officers can eonfer, or even talk amicably together, 
although in this case, the &rst ofiBoer, if he knows his 
bu»tiieifi<, will prejierve the line between the dignity of 
his position and undue familiarity, that in some instances 
18 apt to be taken advantage of by the second. The 
captain, if ho hua no companion, stands alone, isolated, 
in a certain nieasure, from all on board. Tlie old saying, 
" Familiarity brocda contempt," was never more truly 
applied than to these conditions on shipboard, and the 
master, no matter how socially inclined, although he 
may couvorac with his first officer on all matters pertaining 
to the ahip, and even unbend and tnlk about aide affairs, 
yet he must never forgot his dignity or the claims of hia 
position in any way that might be misinterpreted or 
taken advantage of; not that nil officers would preserve 
the .ttiffnoss of demeanor, but to avoid trouble or un- 
pleasantness, it is always best to l>e on the safe side. 

So, I believe, if the captain is married, and his wife 
is in good health, enjoys travel, and is not afraid of the 
water, it were better she should accompany her husband 
on his voyages as one to whom he can always turn for 
companionship and confidences at sea. 

Woman's influence on shipboard, if she is a true, good 
woman, is felt for good throughout the ship. She has a 
refining influence, and the sailors guard their words and ' 
actions more in her presence, for no sailor, old or young, 
would pain her by thought or deed. How often have 
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Men Jack's face brighten up, when " the old woman " 
spoke a few pleasant, kiudly words to him I No matter 
how young the captain and hii« wife may be, they are 
always to the sailors on shipboard " the old man " and 
" the old woman." It is a habit they have, with no 
desire to be flippant or disrespectful. 

Tike remark that I have heard so often, that a ship is 
no place for a woman, seems to my mind misapplied; 
if she loves the sea, and can have comfortable aecomnioda- 
tions, I can see ng reason why she should not accompany 
her husband on bis voyages, and there is certainly no 
place where more respect and courtesy will be shown 
her than on shipboard. This is my judgment, and I 
bejieve many others will testify to the same experience. 

Through the southeaKl trade belt, we are now bowling 
along, with fresh gales and bright sunshine, making 
good time towards the meridian of the Cape of Qood Hope, 
Shoals of porpoiscM are daily Heen. frisking and gambolliog 
in the waves, playing leap-frog with each other, tumbling 
around the barque's bowft as she drives the white foam 
far on either side, and one of their number often falls a 
victim to Jack's love for porpoise steak, fried liver or 
forcemeat balls. The porpoise is line eating, and a good 
cook can got up moat savor)- dishee, for both the eabin 
and forecastle. 

Our feathered friends, the Cape pigeons and stormy 
petrels, begin to make their appearance, and as we draw 
into a higher latitude, an occasional albatross is sent 
hovering around, sailing in gracefid curves about our 
quarter, ready to pounce upon anything in the food line 
thrown overboard by the cook. It is most interesting 
to watch tlicm. 

The weather ha.<) changed to cooler. No more star- 
gazing and liofering on deck of nights. Our music Is 
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the whistling of the wind through the shrouds and rigging, 
although from our cozy after cabin, if not too rough, are 
heard the notes of Mrs. VVhidden's piano, as they Soat 
up the companionway to mingle with the gale. 

So we Bail, day after day, occasionally sighting a 
veasef which we have overhauled, or being passed by some 
ship or barque whose sailing qualities are superior to our 

OWD. 
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CHAPTER XXVIII 
1869 



CHITTAaONO AND AEYAB. — AGAIN THE BURMNO OHAUTe. 
— INTENSB HEAT DAY AND NIGHT. — REDUCING TKM- 
PEKATUHE. — FROM AKTAB TO FALMOUTH, ENGLAND 

We are pasi the Cape of Good Hope, and now for the 
long stretch of five thouiitintl miles ere we ahull turn to 
the north'anl, and again breathe a warmer i\tinoHphere, 
under a summer aky. The " Keystone " is now runninK 
ilown her cabling in the " roaring fortieH," with strong 
gateti bowling her along, part of the time tmtler lower 
topsaiU in the furioiia squalls, which arc accompaoled 
with snow or driving, cutting hail, that <'ausea one to 
turn his back to them, when the rattle agaiitst his utiff 
oiUkina nnd sou'wester HuiiiidK like a discharge of small 
shot agaiiut some metallic subotaneei. 

The squall over, upper topsails are again mastheaded, 
with men standing by the halliards, ready lo let go and 
clew down on the next order. 

A big Hen rolls after, the sun breaks forth and light«i 
up the surges oa tJiey roll paxt, nnd perhapei in ten 
minutcti: 

" Let go the topsail halliards! Clew downl " oomea 
the order. 

" Aye. uye. sir," and the yards rattle down, u another 
squall bursts upon us, with a sky u black as night. 

m 
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Ob, this, indeed, in glorious Kiiilingi It is m pleasant 
to find at noon that you have covered from six to ei„ 
degrees of ciisting, for in this latituclo the miles to the 
degree of lonptudo are much shorter than at the equator. 
Mid it h most satii^factory to sec the long lino covered 
on the chart, and reckon, at that rate, how many more 
days or weeks ere you can Ix-ar away for a wanner clime 
and more genial tcmporaturo, and it comes at last. We 
arc ncaring the equator, and eighty-five days from the 
Sabbath morning wo sailed from Wat«rford Harbor, 
lh« " Keystone " crosses the line in the Indian Ocean. 

Up to this time our passage bad been good, but now we 
enoountercil a suo(«<.«ion nf calma an<l light, baflling ain, 
that was exasperating, being the last of the northeast 
moosooD, and it was thirty-five days more, ere we let 
go our anchor at midnight off the mouth of the Cawnpore 
River, oti which lies Itic port of Chitt^igong. 

The land about the river'a mouth is very low, so that 
nothing could be seen, although the night was olear.j 
The water was very shoal: from six to eight fathoms.' 
We had run through a numlwr of fishing stakofl, but had 
seen no Imats, and judging ourselves about off the bar, 
lot go our anchor to wait for daylight. 

Jube and Pincher, oiu" dogs, who had now grown to 
good si^e, scented the land, and were highly excited. 

I was a stranger to the port, and knowing nothing of 
the pilot service here, I ordered a few rock4;t« and bh 
lights brought up from below, thinking I might be able^ 
to attract a pilot on board. 

An empty be«f barrel, containing a couple of pails of 
water, having been brought on top of the cabin, a roekot 
was pinoed therein, so that when the fuse was ignited 
the train of sparks would go into the water. In the 
meantime the dogs were ver^- inquisitive, following me 




CHITTAGONG AND AKYAB 



293 



around and nosing everything I touched. Placing a 
rocket in the biirrel, I ordered Mr. Lovott to hand me a 
lighted roll of paper from the binnacle. Aa [ applied it 
to the fuac, both dogs, one on each side, placed their 
forepaws against the sides of the barrel, with their noaoa 
within eix ioehce of the fuao and directly under it, evi- 
dently wondering in their minds, what on earth I was 
trying to do. In less than thirty seconds, the fuse ignited, 
and a stream of fire rained down on the noses of- two of 
the most astonished dogs that were ever seen, while the 
Tooket shot skyward. 

A simultaneous howl, and Pincher made a dive from 
the forward part of the house to the main deck, while 
Jube went over the after part, and neither took any 
more interest in the display of fireworks. 

Having expended a few rockets, and a couple of blue 
lightfl, we awaited results, and institut«d n acarch for 
the dogs, which were nowhere to l>c jtecn. Finally, Pincher 
was discovered crouched in the eyes of the hawse-pipe 
under the to'gollant fo'c'sle, scared and trembling. Ba 
was pulled out by one of the men, but all senrch for 
Jubo was fruitless, and 1 at last came to the conclusion 
that he had not stopped after paasing the break o( the 
bouse, but had kept right oa over the taffratl, and bad 
found his end in the maw of some shark. 

The night being fine, I retired for a short time, and 
dropping into a tdumlxir, I was awakened by n whuiper 
from my wife, that ehe could hear some one breathing, 
and listening. I could hear a sort of muffled sound. Pro* 
curing a light, I dis^-nvcrHl Jube squeeied under the 
oouch as far as he ruuld get, sound asleep. From tho 
housetop be had gone down the oompanionway, and 
through my after cabin into the stateroom, whore be 
lay while all the search was goiot oo, GoaUy falliog 
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monsoon being about finished, while the BouUiweat bad 
not yet set in. We were, so to speak, " between hay and 
grass." 

Wo lay in Akyab, taking in our rice cai^o, and for 
four weeks tbc tbermometer ranged from 125^ to 130° 
in the shade. It was almost a dead heat, with ver^' little 
brcete stirring, except for a short time night and morning. 

The cholera was raging among the native population, 
and the burning ghaiita, oonfluming the bodies but a 
short distance from and in plain sight of the barque, 
were in full blaat. The smoke, when wafted towards us 
with the faint air in the right direction, was so offensive 
that wc were twioc obliged to change our berth, but with 
no shore leave the men all continued in good health. 

Mr. Whiting, our ship-chandler, who had the entire 
trade of the port, or nearly so, had arrived recently from 
England accompanied by bis wife, and succeeded to the 
business of his uncle. There were three English oaptfuns 
in port, two of them having their families with them, 
and Mr. and Mrs. Whiting invited them, with Mrs. Whidden 
and myself, to take dinner with them at their bungalow. 

On the day named we went ashore, late in the after- 
noon, and rode to their house, some little distance out. 
It was built on piles, or po8t«, about four feet iibove the 
earth. This was necessary, as in the wet season poisonous 
snakes and other vermin creep into the houses, and could 
do 80 more readily if they were not raised from the ground. 

Wo were received by our hustcss, who took chargo of 
my wife, the others not having arrived, while I remained 
on the broad veranda that encircled the bungalow, to 
enjoy a cigar. Here were hammocks and reclining chairs 
in profusion, with punkas (swinging fans hung from the 
ceiling) everj-where. The buildinK wa"* but one story in 
bsigbt, but covered a large amount of space. On one 
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ade doors opened into Mrs. Whiting'8 mpartmeiits, while 
on the opposite were a number of apartnienta with doors 
opening on to the veranda. Hanging around the 
house, and sitting almut the grounds and veninda, wm 
a numerous retinue of servants, do indispensable to an 
Kast Indian household. 

The other gueste having arrived, dinner was served 
at seven, — a typical East Indian spread, comprising 
soups and curriee, roaste, salads and fruit, wine^ and 
coffee. The dinner was heartily enjoyed despite the 
heat, 03 the punkas were kept steadily going over the 
dining-tablcs and throughout the great room, keeping s 
current of air in circulation that abated the heat and 
made it very pleasant. 

Just as we arose from table, a squall that had been 
gathering burst upon ub, accompanied by the roost vivid 
lightning, with deafening peals of thunder. Taking the 
ladies to her rooma, our hostess called to her husband 
that she would show them her pretty things, while he, 
with his guests, smoked on the veranda. 

Sitting on the lee side, we smoked ami chatted, waiting 
for the squall to pass over, but instead of that, it settled 
into a fresh gale, necessitating our remaining on shore 
overnight. 

Arrangements were soon made for the Indies to occupy 
the apartmenta of our hostess with her, while all the 
gentlemen remained by themselves in the rooms opening 
on the veranda. 

Retiring between ten and eleven o'clock, we passed a 
rather restless night, for the native servants were con- 
stantly moving stealthily about the veranda, and arose 
early. I'he weather had cleared, and being a little cooler 
after the storm, was more endurable. We partook with 
Mr. Whiting of " ohota-basree " (little breakfast) and 
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dro^'e in townjeaving the Indies, who were not yet viribtt^.i 
to follow and meet us at the " godou-ns " or Etoree. 

Shortly aft«r, Mrs. Wiidden havini; arrived with the 
ladies, wo went on board tbe barque at once, before the 
sun got high. ^Vhen we were alone ohe told me she bftd 
paaeed a sleopleffl night, for great lizards were crawling 
over the wuIIk. Mrs. Whiting bad tokl her that the iizarda 
were hurtnleaH, that snakes were most to be feared, and 
some of the most venomous she had preserved in a jar, 
which hHo had exhibited and said they were captured in 
her own room during the wet season. It waa always 
neeeassry, she stid, to give your boots or shoes a shake 
before putting them on in the morning, for they wonkl be 
likely to contain a ccntipctle or scorpion. 

" I never was so glad to see morning," my wife said,> 
at) »bo dosed the review of the night; " I voukl not Uvg 
there for n million a year! " 

A cyclone of the previous j-ear ha%'ing ruined every 
piano in Akyal), Mr. Whiting wn« anxious to buy mine 
for his wife, and offered me three times the amount paid 
for it in Bordeaux, over two years before, and my wife 
saying that, as we were bound home, it did not matter, 
I reluctantly parted with it. 

A few day* more and our last bag of rice or " paddy " 
(rice Willi the husk on is called " paddy ") was Uxkcu in, 
all businefw was closed, and wc were to sail in the morning, 
only too anxious to get to »oa. 

Sleeping at night, owing to the intense heat, had for 
awhile been iilmost impossible, but I at last hit on a 
plan that lowered my temperature. 

I had a bucket of salt water placetl on each side of my 
hammock, and immoraing my lower extremities noaiiy 
to tbe knee, one in each bucket, 1 lay back and slept Uka 
an tof aot. 
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All being in readioees, we awaited Mr. Locke, the pilot, 
and about six a. m. we saw his boat coming o£F. As soon 
as he came on deck, before he had time to tell us, I was 
sure by his appearance that he was the bearer of bad 
news. 

Our hostess, Mrs. Whiting, had been taken with cholera 
the past night, had died before twelve o'clock, and was 
already buried. It was a terrible shock, and I was only 
too thankful we were outward bound. 

Getting under way with a light breeze, we passed out 
to sea, and discharging our pilot, with a message of 
sympathy for Mr. Whiting, the " Keystone " was pointed 
down the bay. 
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1869 - 1870 

THE ISLE OP ST. HBLSHA. — LONGWOOD AND THE TOMB 
or NAPOLBON. — rALUOUTH, EXaLANO. — ANTWEHP, 
BELOIUU 

As we drew oJT from the land, the breeie became a 
little fresher, urid being well to the weKtwanl, w« were 
enabled to lay our course clear of the Andaman and 
NicobHr IiUand. and paaiUMg Ceyttiu were ooon iu the belt 
of the S. E. triidwi, and with every inch of «aiivft!i spread, 
were rapidly BjKieding across the Indian Ocean, homeward 
hound. 

Once again our delightful trades bear us towards the 
Cape of Good Hope, and as we inhale the draughts of 
pure air, our thoughts go back to Akyab with its broiling 
heat and pcstilenco-ladon atmosphere, and I wonder how 
anybody escaped being stricken down. I am satisfied 
that only ttie great care exercised with the men in port 
kept them in good health. 

Day after day the snme Ktcady brecsc. sonietintcs 
varying a little in strength, but no calms or light airs 
to vex one. Jack, as usual, is well stocked up with pets, 
mostly from Chittagong, consisting of several fine monkeys 
and lots of the fenthcre<l tribe. 

Mrs. Whidden had been presented by our stevedore 
with a large white cockatoo, having a bright yellow 
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tuft or crest, whicb lay down along its neck from the crown 
of its head; a h*nd<ouic bird, but wild. On tiie approach 
of any one it would ruffle up, and throw this creet forward, 
assiiiiiiiii; tui iingry appearance, opening it;; lioiik, which 
was hawked and a moat fonnidahle weapon. The taming 
of the bird seemed tu bo an impotutibiUty. Ho could not 
bear conBnenient, and would tear his bamboo cage to 
pieces when (ingry, but would «l all day on a line streiohed 
across the deck just forward of tlie cabin, confining liiinself 
at lirst to those limits. 

My wife, after many attempU to make friends with him, 
all to no purpose, finally gave him up an a mo«t unsocial 
biwi. 

One morning, during the forenoon watch, Snip, as he 
wa.1 collml, took a notion to go aloft. This he had never 
attempted before. Edging along until he reached the 
royal backstay, he grasped it and mounted aloft with 
all the case in the world, and stepping from the backstay 
to the royal yard, sat there the picture of contentment. 
He bad been aloft an hour or so, when Mr. Nicholas 
Petite, the second mate, coming nn deck, spied him, and 
seeing me coming from the cabin, Iio stepped forward, 
saying: 

" Hra. Whiddon's bird has gone on the royal yard, 
flir." 

" Yes, I know it," I replied; " when he gets ready 
he'll come down." 

" Sha'n't I go up and bring him down, sir? " he asked. 

" Oh, no, il'a not necessary, and more than likely he'd 
bite you if you touched him." 

" Oh, no, sir," he said, " he would not bite met Don't 
you think, sir. I'd better go? He may get overboard." 

Seeing he was very anxious to go, I said. " All right, 
go if you wish to, but tako good care you don't touch 
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him witb your bare band," and after seeing llr. 
Petite start aloft with a short stick in bis band for 
Snip to step on, I turned and went below, and wiut just 
on the point of coming up again, wbcn I beard a great 
squawkinj;, and cntergcd from the oonipanionway just 
in time to see !ilr. Pclilc jump from the r»U and slap Snip 
angrily to the deck, bia hand covered with blood, which 
wa8 running froely. 

" What's the matter, Mr. Petite, has he Utien you? " 
I inquired. 

" It's nothing, sir," he replied with a sickly smile 

"Come here, sir, and let me look at it." I insisted, 
and finding it was a serious and most vicious Wte through 
the flvshy part of the band, between the thumb and fore- 
finger, I dressed it with Fryer's Balsam and .-imica, and 
l)ound it up, Mr. Petite all tiic time protesting that it 
waa nothing, but the mate, Mr. Lovett, told ine aftet^ 
wards, thitt when I went l>elow for the ImUain. Mr. Peiiio 
walked up to 8mp nnd, shaking hia fist nt him, hissed 
something uncomplimcntiiry between Itis teeth. 

It seenw, lb.tt after getting to the royal yard, he held 
out his stick, which Snip alighted on. and Mr. Petite 
startMl to descend. In getting over the futtook-.shrouds 
of the main top the stii-k came in contact with thocnuie- 
line, and grabbing it, Snip started again for the backst«y 
to go aloft, when, Mr. Petite l>eing fearfid ho wa« gmng 
to lose him, forgot hiinsolf, and made a grab at him 
with his bare hand, with the result dMeribed. 

Snip went aloft many tiniea aflei' that, but Ktr. Petite 
was never anxious to go up and bring him down. 

We 8ftile*l past MadaguMcur, and nenring theCapp, the 
trades were gone, but the wind held steady in the eastern 
quarter, and we were in hopes it wonid carry u."" round. 

One morning the cry of " Land, hoi " came from aloft, 
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and the high land between Cape Elizabeth and Cape 
Agulhua was dimly seen, and 0tlU farther ou Cape Af^ulhas, 
the extreme tip of the great African eontinent came into 
view. Keeping the land well aboard, to take advantage 
of the current, wliich inshore seta paat the Cape strong 
to the westward, we held our way, but later our wind 
died out, follo\vcd by a calm of short durutiuu, when 
breezing up from west-norwest and increasing, sail was 
reduced until midnight found the " Keyjitone " under 
lower topsails, heading to the southward with a stiff gale 
blowing and a high sea. We did not complain, however, 
for it had been fine so long, with smooth sailing, that this 
rather broke up the monotony, and shook e\frylhing 
up a little. 

The following day, the wind hauling to S. S. W. gave 
us a slant of which we were not long in taking advantage, 
and in twenty-four hours more the Cape of (Sood Hope 
wa» a»tcrn, and va wore in the south Atlantic again, 
heading for St. Helena with n rattling breeze, the " Key- 
stone " shortening the lUstftnco rapidly. I intended to 
atop there and fill water, as our atock was getting low, 
having had no rain since loaAnng Akyah. 

Ten daj-s after pn:«iing the f'ttpc. with the break of 
day " Land, hoi " again sounded through the sJiip, and 
the famous islnn<l of 81. Helena wm iKrforc m». rising from 
the waves like a great rock, which it is, nothing more nor 
less. 

Getting anchors ready and chains on deck, we skirted 
the shore until, roumltng the point, we came in full view 
of Jamestown Harbor or Rondit, and running cloae in, 
we let go our anchor in twelve fathoms. 

A number of foreign vwMds lay at anchor, among 
them an Eiigliith man-o*-war. Ordering tiie water-lmat 
alongside, and instructing Mr. Lovett that wc would leave 
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tbftt nigbt, I irent on abore with my wife, to pay our 
respocts to our consvU, aod vi^t Loagwood aitd Nnpoleoo's 
tomb. 

We hod a pleasADt eail on our eountt7'8 repreeentative, 
AiKJ then took s carriage and drove — over a good rood 
all th« way, with a fine outlook — to the home, or prison, 
of tho (treat general. 

On arrivKl. we were given penninion to look over the 
building and grouoda, an old French soldier pointing out 
and cxplauuing everything to u». 

Since Cu^and banded Longwood over to the care of 
the Frntch govonunent, everything is kept with the 
uUnoat neatoaa, and as near the conditions that exUteil 
at th« time Napoleon oceu^ued it aa pofetible. Previous 
to that we were told it had been very much neglected, 
but be that as it may, it was then in the most perfect 
eomlition. 

His fnvorite walk and garden, and. in short, everything 
pertaining to the great soldier, came under our inspcctioit. 
Every att«ntion and courtesy was shown us, and on 
leaving, wo found, to our snrpriM, that a gratuity or 
" tip," for services, was declined with thanks. The 
aame custom prevailed at the tomb, which we viated 
aft<T taking leaw of Longwood. There, in a dell, enelosed 
within an iron railing, with ww-ping-v-Hllows bettding over 
it, is still preserved the tomb where for years rested the 
remains of the world's greatest general; now roposing 
beneath the gildnl dome of the Invaltdcs, arcording to 
the vfiah exprc:»ed in hb wilt dictated on this island; 
" I ilesyre that my a«ho« may Tepo«*e on the banks of th«^ 
8eine, among that l-Veneh people I »o dearly loved," 

V?e stood there, in silence, beneath the willows that 
grew above hia untenanted grave, tlte wtUng sun 
the clouds with the glory of Uie departing day, — tl 
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one hundredth aoniveraary of his birth, Auguftt 15, 1869,— 
Bnd as the shadows deepened, our consciousness of the 
present was lost in thought which harmonized with the 
poet's lines; 

"Oht Shftde of the Mfghtyt Where nov are thy legjonaT 

That rusLed but to conquer, when thou led'st thorn on. 
AlasI The)* have fallen, ID far dUtatit regions. 

Anil hU but the nmne of tlieir conquests arr gone. 
Tlie liglilninga may flaeh, and the loud cannon rattle. 

They stir noti They he*d uoti They're ((*« (rem all pAint 
They sleep their hut aleep. they Imi-e (ought their hut battio. 

No MOUDd can awaJce tlieni to glory again." 

Bidding good-by, and shaking the hand of the old 
soldier on guard, we entered our carriage, and were driven 
rapidly to Jamestown, where we found our boat awaiting 
us. Embarking, we were puUod on lioard, when, all being 
in readiness, the anchor was tripped, anil made, and wa 
were speedily again on our way from St. Helena, having 
made a most pleasant break in our homeward voyage. 

Before Iea\'uig the barque the day we went to Long- 
wood, I had told a darkey Iwy to procure throe or four 
cats and take them on board, and the mate, who had my 
instnictioDs ragaiding the busiocMii, would give him h»If 
a crown apiec«. There were a great many rats on board, 
and in case of damage to the rice cargo, I believed that 
the fact of my having cats on board, would clear the 
insurance all right. 

Mr. I-ovett now informed me that the l>oy had brought 
on board three cats, two wild, and one tame, and they 
had all talceD refuge in the hold. That they were ptaying 
havoc with the rats we knew by the noise at tugbt, — 
the squealing of the rodents and the scampering through 
the taxarette, diatinctly heard in the after cabin, in the 
atill watchee of the night. After awhile the tame one 
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and I am afraid many who were not fri«n(I.-<, although he 
thought they were, — but this did not detract from hla 
kindneitii of heart. 

" Light, ho! Two points on the port bow. sir," camo 
from the topttall yuixl in cheery tunes, about six bells in 
the firet watch, and in a abort time, the Bcilly Lights 
could be plainly «ecn from the deck. Tlic night was fine 
and clear, and paaaing the HeiJlya, towards morning we 
iiiadc the Lizard, rounding which, and taking on board 
a pilot, the barque dropped anc^hor in Falmouth Uarbor — 
once more in the wnt^-m of old England. 

On shore I fouix) orders awaiting me to proceed to 
Antwerp. Making inquiries as to a pilot, 1 was told I 
would get one off the Fur«Iand, or Ostend, and leaving 
Falmouth about du»k, the wind blowing a brisk gale, 
we fairly flew up the Channel, passing the ble of Wight, 
and were under the forelands before daylight. It vi\a 
still blowing very strong, and seeing nothing in tlie shikpe 
of a pilot, we kept her travelling a<iro98 the North Sea, 
making sure of picking one up off Oatcnd. But no such 
hick. No boats were out. As we drew in with the mouth 
of the Itiver Scheldt, there was no sign of any pilot. The 
ttand'bars, which extend out a long distance, are well 
buoy«d out and show the channels and fairway, and as 
long as daylight lasts and one can sec. it is romparatively 
easy to avoid danger. In a dark night and blowing a 
gale, it l>ecome8 a ticklisli spot without a pilot, but there 
was no help for it now. We kept her going until darkness 
made K impossible to see the buoys, and the water being 
quite shoal, we clewed up everything and rounded to, 
letting go the anchor, which held all right, for it was 
evidently good holding ground. 

I sent up ft rocket and burned a couple of blue lights 
in hopes of attracting the notice of a pilot. 
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I waa h&iled by a passing steamer, bound in, to know 
iS I wanted aaylhing. 

" Yo8," I repUed, " a pUot." 

" All rigbtl I'll report you and send one out! " 

In the meuDtime Uw ni^t wore on, Jnyhglit appeared, 
and still no pilot. Getting under way we ran into the 
mouth of the river, where a river pilot boarded us. He 
asked for the pilot who took a-i in, and being told we came 
in without one, he expressed surprise, sa>'ing that it had 
been blowing bo hard for a few days that no one had gone 
out. not expecting any vtsati would run in until it 
ijioUerated. 

On our arrival at the city, wo hauled into our berth 
for discharging, and took up our quarters at a hotel, for 
the barque had changed bands during my absence, and 
I now only awaited the discharging of our rice to turn ber 
ov«r, and after a short period of sightsoeing. take the 
ateamer for New York. I had now been absent thirty- 
four months — nearly three years — and 1 had about 
decided to give up the sea as a profession. Since the close 
of the war, the carrying trade had gone from bad to worse, 
and there waa no money in it. 
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THE DECADENCE OT THE BAlLIItO 8BIPS. — THE VAB 
TARIFF. — AMERICAN HHIPPIXa UNDER FOREIGN FLAOS. 
— THE AMERICAN MARINE TUE 8(rUOOL OF RESERVE FOR 
THE NAVY, — PAHEWKLb TO THE " KEVBTONE " AT 
ANTWERP 

It cost 80 much to sail sa Americao ship, tbst it was 
simply impossible to compete with foreign shipping in 
the freighting l)UHine«8. An English, German, or French 
ahip could charter and make money at rates that would 
run an Amerioaa in debt. Why should that be ho? The 
reaflon ia obvioua. Ftom 1850 to 1860, the United States 
hod &8 fine a merchant marine as ever floated. The 
discoA-ery of gold in California, and the consequent rush 
to that countr>', called for forwafding faciHtio«. for pro- 
visions, and morcbandiae of every description, to bo 
delivered in the shortest possible tjme, and without so 
much regard to rate of freight. There was then do 
Panama Railroad, or Union Pacific Railroad built, and 
transportation by wagons or mulea across the plains of 
immense quantities of merehandlse, was too slow, expen- 
sive, and hatarduus. There was no route but those via 
Cape Horn or Straits of Magellan. The old-«ty]e siuling 
ships, big carriers, with their bluft bows and aquaro 
sterns, were altogether too alow. 
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Tbe esKfgeDCT' called for a eUse of ships wluiM ettrrj^ 
bg cApacity was sacrificed to speed, tbo high rates of 
freight more than compeosating for loas of cai^go. As 
a result, ibo moet lugiuficent class of cUf^era that ever 
swam tbe ocean were called into existeoee, chaDeogliig 
the admiratioB of tbe maritime world. 

From '49 to '00, just before tbe outbreak of the Ciril 
War, these beautiful vessels were turned out from our 
Dumeroa ahipTards, each increasing in tonnage and speed , 
and built on the most graceful lines. They resembled 
yachts rather than frdghten, and sat the waten " a 
thing of beauty." 

With fanciful nnmes. they formed a class by themseh-es. 
their speed in traosit bang attested by such of their 
numl>er as the " Flying Ooud," " li^tning," " Sui^ 
prise." " Dreadnaught," " Eagle Wing," " Gray Eagle," 
"Trade W^ind," and scores of others equally famous, 
which could truly be designated as " ocean flyers." 

Tbe routes of these ships were generally from an .Atlantic 
port to San FVancisco, thence to China or India in ballast, 
and cither loading teas for homeward trip U> the United 
States or England, or perhaps taking a freight in Calcutta 
for New York or Boston, or coolies from Mncao to Havana, 
tbe latter a ver>' lucrative trade, and one in which these 
dippers were much in demand. During this time, freight* 
ing was good, and shipping paid hand-tomely. 

Then came the building of the Panama Railroad, awl 
the Union Pacific Railroad, and the dny of the clipper 
in the Califonua trade, with its high rates of freight, 
was virtually over. Still, in foreign ports, with a freight 
in tbe market, in competition with shipping of other 
nations, such was their prestige, they tdwaj-s obtained 
the preference. 

Then came the outbreak of our Civil War and as a war 
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measure our tan? was increased on everytMnia; pertftlniiig 
to sbipping 118 well M everything else, which was a death- 
blow for the time to AmericaR ships, the tariff being 
prohibitory to competition with foreign shipping. Not 
having a force to protect our merchant marine, the 
greater part were placed under a foreign (lag, mostly 
English, for protection. Those tlmt remained and still 
swung " Old Glory " from their peaks, became a prey 
to Southern privateots — the " Alabnraa," " Shenan- 
doah," and others, while thoee that escaped capture 
were rclegEitcd to di8tiint portJi to pick up a precarious 
livelihood until the war was over. 

With the cIofm: of the war our shipping was reduced 
to a minimum. Kvery ship that was placed under the 
English Sag for protection " still remained un English- 
man," as they could not agaia sail the seas under th« 
folds of the " Star Spangled Banner." When they 
changed their Sag, they changed for good. 

With the ending of the war all hoped that the tariff, 
especially on shipping, would be reduced, to enable our 
shipyards to again resume building, and enter into com- 
petition for the world's carrying trade, where we had lost 
prestige, hut it wiut not to Ito. The tariff wa» still kept 
OR, the same as during the war, and no one, under them 
conditiotM, was inximc enough to build. Tlie carrying 
trade of the world that should have been in American 
bottoms was allowed to slip from us, and with it one of 
our finest New England industries —shipbuilding. 

Not only this, but the nation sufforod the loss of the 
nurseries and schools for American seamen, brought to 
parfection in our merchant marine, which stood ready as 
a niervc to be drawn upon in time of war, to man our 
wai^ships and uphold the honor of the American flag. 

Shipbuilding having oeased, ntea and boys no longer 



I 






>ad ia 

Uua A UwaMDd loni^ fii^ ceataM faa« ia 
Hfilrjr. Aotwcfp, bowerer. has had murh to 
wflb uee that time. Again and aeain this ra^oa 
beea tlw eoekpit of Europe, and for yean. Antvcip^ 
«mHIi Mid pnwpcrity dedined, but now she is nindly 
MMWias from ber dintten." 
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A few days spent in Bniaaela, visiting objects of int«rest, 
oompleted our stay on the continent, when returning to 
the " Keystone," our cargo being out, I closed all biiainesa 
matters, turned over the command to Captain Berry, 
and taking the steamer for London, bade Antwerp a 
long farewell. 

A night's run brought lis to the pior just below London 
Bridge. We remained in London a few weeks, visiting 
our old friends and the many plricca we had not seen, 
among them the Tower, Hampton, Windsor, Chelsea 
and Kew Gardens, Virginia Water, Eton College, Epptng 
Forest and Greenwich. 

We went by train to Liverpool, having secured passage 
on the Cunarder '* Palmyra," Captain Watiion, remaining 
there a couple of days, picking up what few things 
we wanted for the trip home, and on a raw, chilly 
morning, took our departure from the Prince's Landing 
Stage for the " PalmyTa," lying iit anchor in the 
Meraey. 

"All aboard! " The anchor was weighed, and the 
nteamer was pointed down river. The saloon passenger 
lL«t was very small, not exceeding fift4.'en, with about 
one hundred and fifty in the steerage. 

Although the passage to Boston was exceedingly rough, 
the steamer encountering ver>* heavy westeriy and nor"- 
westerly gales, with violent snow and hail squalls and 
high seas, yet no accident occurred, and the pasaengere, 
both in saloon and steerage were comparatively com- 
fortable. It was too rough for pleasure on deck and 
amusements for the steerage were being constantly 
impmviaed. A mock trial held the boards every evening 
for over half the passage, and waa participated in by 
the passengers and members of the ship's company; 
stewards, sailors, petty officen, representing plaintiff 
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tad d«r«odnl, U«7«i, iJidgB, joiy aad wttoM j , crier, 
wailiMwi or poBm, ud eourt oOea pa«dj. 

Tlie ewe wu a voy difficult ooe to dtdd^ Tbe 
■rganMato on both wks were qiigr and witty, Aowii^ 
a good koowie dfe o( legal aetuneB. and it beeame radi 
a featon, aad so intexfletiog that nightly the male portion 
of tin aaloon p at n gm would sUal fonratd into the 
Bteerage to listen to the debates. It finaBj ended in a 
verdict for tlw female defendant, to evnybody'* talJa- 
(actiOQ. 

Fifteen days from the Meraey. the " Palmyra ' 
boston Light, steamed up the harbor, and dock«d at her 
pier at East Boeton, our long paaeage ended, and with 
il my quarter-ceoiury's aeik experienee, from a boy in a 
ahip'a forecastle to the qiutrter-dcck as captain and pa 
owner. 
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